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HISTORY OF PORTUGAL. 

CHAPTER !• 

Genera! Descrifition of Portugal^ and Us £Satorg 
under its Counts* 

'T'HIS is the most westerly kingdom of Eu- 
•*- rope, being bounded o» the west and south 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the east and north 
by Spedn. Its extreme length is about diree 
himtked miles^ and its greatest breadth onehu^* 
dred and fifty. 

Lusitania is the Latin name constantly ap- 
prc^riated to this couiitiy by modem writers ; 
yet it is evident that the IhvMta-^ the ancient 
Lusitania by no means corresponded with the 
present PortugaI,of whose etymology various ori- 
gins are given : one, which at least possesses the 
semldance of probability, is, tiiat a number of 
Gauls having landed at Porto, it received the 
appellation of Portus Gallomm, and in process 
of time, the name being softened, was gradually 
extended to the whole country j but when thia 
event happened, or what occasioned the migration 
of the Gauls, are particulars buried in oblivion. 
Another etymology which has more certain 
&u&dftUons in hislory, is as &Uows : oa ao eaiK 
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nence which overlooks the mouth of t^e river 
Douro stood an ancient town, named Cale, 
Vf hich proving inconvenient for trade^ a town or 
hamlet was erected on the 8hore> t.nd called 
Portus Cale, or the Haven of Cale ; and by a re- 
finement in language, Portucalia« At length an 
episcopal see was erected here, the bishops of 
which subscribed themselves Portucalenses, and 
the name of the city was transferred to the dio* 
cese, which in early times was almost co-exten- 
»ye vnth the little country where the sove- 
reignty originally began. As the dominions^ 
however, were enlai^;ed by successive conquests, ' 
the name of the diocese was lost, but the king- 
dom still retained it. 

Situated between 37 and 42 degrees of north 
latitude, the air of Portugal would be ex- 
cessively hot, were it not refreshed by sea- 
breezes towards the south, and cooled by fre- 
quent rains towards the north. The spring i^ 
extremely delightful in this climate ; and the 
whole country is blest with a happier tempera- 
ture thui Spain. The air of Lisbon, from ita 
balmy «oftnesft,Ka» justly been reputed highly 
salutary in pulmonic complaints ; and many in« 
valids of that description take a voyage thither 
from Great Britain with the happiest effects. 

The soil is abundantly fertile in wine, oily 
lemons, oranges, pomegranates, figs, raisins^ 
almonds, and other choice fruits ; but from the 
low state of agriculture rather than natural ste- 
rility, there is a considerable deficiency in com. 
Both the sea and the rivers produce excellent 
fish. The horses are brisk and lively, but 
slight made, and on account of their being sure? 
footed) mules are most in request for draught 
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and burden. The pastures being generally very 
indifferent, neither cattle nor sheep arc very 
numerous ; but hogs and kids are plentiful, ai^ 
their flesh tender and nutritive. The Portu- 
guese -wines, when old and genuine, are esteem- 
ed not only safe to drink, but salutary to the hu- 
jnan constitution ; but the whde kingdom does 
not produce half the quantity that is drank in 
London only, under the specious name of port* 
• The general aspect of Portugal is mountain- 
oiis or rather' rocky. The chief ranges are 
those which divide Algarva from Alentejo ; 
those of Trales Montes, and the rock of Lisbon 
at the efflux of the Tajo. These contain mines 
of silver, copper, tin, and iron, beautifully veined 
inart>le, gems, and fossils. Near Lisbon is a mine 
of salt-petre. The principal rivers are. the Mm- 
ho ; the Limia, anciently the celebrated Lethe ; 
the Cavado ; the Douro ; the Guardiana ; and the 
Tajo or Tagus, which was famed for its golden 
sands. Th^ last is the largest river in the king- 
dom. Portugal also contsdns several lakes and 
inedicinal springs ; and natiual hat baths are 
found in the province of Algarva. 

Popery is the only religion tolerated in Por- 
tugal ; yet^ as must be expected where liberty of 
conscience is denied, there are many concealed 
Jews and heretics even in the higher ranks, 
amoi^ the ecclesiastics as well as the laity* 
The inquisition, that eternal disgrace to reason 
and religion, reigns here in full force, though 
it is now used chiefly as a state engine ; and the 
bttming of those who are condemned by its 
sanguinary tribunals is called an auto de fi^ or 
^' act of faith." The patriaix^h of Lisbon v% 
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generally a eardinal, and a person of the hlgfiest 
birth. Indeed^ the revenues of several of the 
ecclesiastics are suited to the dignity of jMinces* 

The language differs only provincially from 
that of Spain; and both are derived from the^ 
Ladn. The Portuguese is spoken along the coast* 
of Africa and Asia as far as China, but witfah 
an intermixture of many different languages^ 
Though there are two universities in Portugal^ 
those of Coimbra and Evora, learning is at a 
Tery low ebb : yet the defect lies not in tha 
genius of the people, but in their education. The 
ancestors of the present Portuguese, about the 
midcUe of the sixteenth century, were possessed 
of more mathematical knowledge than sdl the rest 
of the world ; and Camoens, who was both a 
poet and. a voyager, woiild do honour to anj^ 
country. 

Lisbon b the capital of Portugal, and is com^ 
puted to;;^ contain 200,000 inhabitants. It suf- 
fered one of the most dreadful visitations of 
Providence in an earthquake,* on AU-saints day 
1755, and to this day has not recovered its 
former splendour ; yet it makes a delightful and 
superb appearance, and, next to London and 
Amsterdam, is accounted the finest port in Eu* 
rope. Oporto is tl)e second city in the king-* 
dom : the chief article of its commerce i^ 
wine. 

The mtanufaetures in Portugal are neither ' 
numerous nor important ; but its foreign trade 
is very considerable, especially vtdth England^ 
which, in return for wine and fruits^ sends much 

* See Appendliz. 
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tPooBen doth imd other articled^ great part «( 
iirhich is s^ain exported to the distant dqieixleii- 
cies of this country* 

The Portuguese foreign settlements are not 
iKily of immense Talue but vastly improveaUe. 
Brazil, the isles of Cape Verd, Madeira, and the 
Azores, are the principal of these. Gcka is their 
chief remmning establishment in the East Jndi99^ 
to which they originally paved the way, at a 
period wh^ they were in the zenith of their 
glory. 

The political constitution of Portugal is an ab» 
'solute hereditary monarchy ; and states or parii-* 
aments, which were anciently in use here as well 
1BUS in Spain, have long ^ce become obsolete* 
The royal titles are, ^ King of Portugal and the 
Algarves, on this side and the other dde of the 
sea of Africa ; Lord of Ginnea, and of the naviga* 
don, conquests, and commerce of Ethiopia, Ara- 
bia, Persia, India," &c. The heir apparent to the 
crown is styled Prince of Brazil ; end by the &• 
TOVLT of Pope Benedict XIV. the king has the 
forther title of « His Most Faithful Majestr." 

For the administration of the civil governmentf 
there is a council of state ; for military affidrs, 
« council of war ; for the finances, a treasury 
court ; and for the distributimi of justice, sever^ 
high tribunals with a variety of subordinate 
courts. The cities have thdr particular magis- 
trates. The juridical proceedings are regulated 
by the Roman law, the royal edicts, the canon 
law, and the papal mandates. 

Business is generally transacted in tlus country 
in the mornings and evenings, and noon is the 
time of rest, as is usual in other warm climates* 

There are seyeral gradations of nobifity, diii« 
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ded into the high and low. The high no^Stf 
have the title of dons, and are addressed by the 
kipg himself With the epithe;t of ilkistrious : the 
infeiior nobility or gentry ar«- termed hidalgos, 
but cannot assume t}ie title of don .without lir 
cence from the king. 

The revenlies of the crown are calculated t<> 
amount to upwards of 300,0001. sterling, which 
is a vast sum to be raised from such a small 
country. Certain it is, that the imposts and 
taxes run excessively high, and the diai;nondft 
.^d gold of Brazil) together with various other 
sources of revenue, produce considerable sum§» 
The suppression of the Jesuits and other religi- 
ous orders and institutions has likewise tended to 
increase the royal income. 

The Portuguese military and naval forces are 
far from being adequate to the defence of the 
country. Indeed, for a great length of timey 
they have depended chiefly for protection on 
England, which, from different commercial and 
political connectiops, is deeply interested in sup- 
porting the independence and integrity of this 
countty, for which it has made many important 
sacrifices. 

There are several orders of knighthood in 
Portugal ; the principal are the order of Christ ; 
the order of St. James ; the order of Avis; and 
the order of St. John. Contrasted with their 
neighbours the Spaniards, the Portuguese are 
considered as infedor both in person and genius. 
They are swd to be extremely haughty, treache- 
rous, and crafty ; addicted to avarice ; vindic- 
tive, malicious, and cruel. The lower orders 
have a strong propensity to pilfering; yet it 
jCQust be allowed that; as a nation, they have oa 
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hiany occasions displayed the greatest gene* 
rosity, and most undaunted bravery. 

The women have black sparkling eyes, and 
olive complexions, which they improve by art. 
In conversation they are lively and witty, and 
are said to have a nice sense of honour. When 
they go abroad on foot, they* use long veils 
which cover their heads, but leave their faces 
exposed. Their bloom lasts but a short timey 
and decay is hastened by the. very means they 
resoi-t to, in order to prolong their charms. 

Portugal, though still a kingdom of very li» 
mited extent, was originally much smaller. 
Both Spanish and Portuguese historians i^ree, 
that Don Alonzo, lung of Castile and Leon, and 
son to Don Ferdinand the Great, bestowed hia 
daughter Donna Theresa in marriage upon an 
illustrious stranger, named Don Henry, and 
gave him as her nuptial portion, the frontier 
province which he had conquered from the 
Moors, Ijring south of the river Minho, with the 
title of Count. This Don Henry, it appear8,'was 
the son of Robert L duke of Burgundy, and 
younger brother to Henry I. of France ; but 
there is such a discordancy between the early 
native writers respecting the time and the oc- 
casion of this investiture, that we are obliged to 
apply to less partial and prejudiced sources, 
for the informadoD we want*. 

The facts seem to be as follow. Don Alonzo, 
jqstiy apprehensive that his success in taking the 
city of Toledo would draw down on him all tlie 
vengeance of the Moors, sent to demand assist* 
ance from Philip I. of France, and the duke of 
Burgundy, whose daughter he had married. 
Both princes acceded to his rei^uest ; and a nu<t 

Vol. XV. B 
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tneraus body of tioops was speedjr telhelMl 
for his assistance^ at the head of whom iB9icli«d 
Raf mond count of Burguadyy Heavy younger 
brother of Hugh duke of Burgundy, asid xoany 
others of the best wanioro of the ag;e* 

^ Arriving at the court <^ Don AhmscH 
X087. ^^y ^^^ rec^ved with all possibly re^ 
^lect ; and in the course of two year% 
having fully evinced th^ coura^^ and coodm^ 
the ^g resolved to be$tow his only daughter 
Donna Urraca, then a chil^, on Raymond count 
of Burgundy, with the province of Galicia ; and 
not long after, in order to reward Henry of Biur* 
eundy, for his able and fiedthful services, gave 
him in marriage a natural daughter named 
Donna Theresa, with full sovereignty over the 
district already mentioned. 

The new count Don Henry and his consort 
fixed their residence in th^ town of GuimaEae^i 
supposed to have been built on the site of the 
ancient city of Araduca, and pteaseptly situafeed 
on the fertile banks of the river A^ The re* 
mains of an ancient palace la this place still at- 
tract the notice both of natives and strang^s | 
dnd In consequence of Guimarae;^ having been 
once the capital, the Iwg Dpn Deni% granted 
the inhabitants an exemfrfion from, taxei) a pri« 
vilege which they still enjc^* 

With the natural ambition of independent n»» 
tAons, the Portuguese soon turned di^r views to 
an enlargement 4>f their dominions ; sqptd^ as all 
Christian princes conudered victories and cpn** 
quests over the Moors as dwMy meritorious^ 
count Henry is said to have perlintned many va-» 
Mant exploits against this people: buttheacoQunta 
of trsoisaotionsy i^t this periodiaid in this quarter^ 
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from the task of reeording th«iw 

It appeftft, however, that count Heniy passed 
a Mfe of gfeirt aetintfi and that having at last 
raised the uege <^ Astorga in LecMi) he there fell 
ifttom grievous distemper^ of which b^ a i> 
died; His son and successor, Don Akmsoy ^^^jj 
caused his body to be removed to the 
cathedral churdi of Braga^ Wh«^ it was interred 
with great soleixfnity, and a splendid Hionnment 
was four centuries afterwards erected to las me* 
mory. He was a generous, wise, and gidlant 
prince, and with his dfifAg breath is saad^to havie 
kft three things In charge to his son i first, that 
he should be sealoea in promoting and protect* 
Ing Uie Christian fiifth ; secondly, that he should 
consider his subjects as his children, and govern 
them by ecjual and imparl laiws ) and> thirdly, 
that he should attend himself to their execution, 
lest the rich and the great should be tempted to 
tyranmze ciVer the weSk aadthe poor, £rom hia 
indolence or neglebt* 

Don Alonzc^ was an in&lt at the time of his 
fether's demise ; and, during his minority, his 
mother, assisted by two able ministers, managed 
the affalracf government* For the space of nine 
years, notliii^ remarkable happened under their 
administration; but, aher that period, some dif- 
ferences aldose between the regent 'and Urraca 
queen of Casdle^ Theresa ini^sted that, in con- 
sequence of her &ther's will, part of Ga^icia ap-* 
pertained to het* of right ; and <to substantiate 
her Claims^ seized upon the episcopal city of 
Tuy* Urraca rensting her demands, raised a 
powerful army, and tnarching at its head, com* 
pellitd Theresa to retire to one of her own f(n^ 
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tresses* The effects of this nusunderstanding 
might have proved fatal to the new state, had 
not the bishop of Compostella, at this critical 
juncture) demanded leave to retire wkh his 
vassals* His assistance was so necessary to 
Urraca, and she was so much provoked at his 
tergiversation, that she threw him into prison* 
This hasty action, which was dictated only by 
passion, excited a violent commotion among her 
own subjects; in consequence of which, the Por- 
tuguese were relieved from their apprehensions' 
of an attack. 

Theresa, however, fell into a similar error by 
committing to prison 'the archbishop of Braga> 
because, with the prudence natural to age and 
experience, he had been tardy in supporting her 
pretended rights* The prelate was soon set at 
liberty by a papal bull ; but Donna Theresa at 
once lost influence and credit by her injudicious 
conduct towards him* 

Not long after this affair, queen Urraca de^^ 
parted this life, and all disputes were amicably 
adjusted between Theresa and Don Alonzo 
Raymond, her successor ; but, when every dis* 
pute which had ever existed between them M'as 
supposed to be buried in oblivion, the king of 
_ Castile, being obliged to march with the 
iia6, whole strength of his dominions against 
his father-in-law, the king of Navarre and 
Arragon, Theresa treacherously re-occupied Tuy ; 
from which, however, she was soon driven with 
disgrace on the king's return* This was only 
the! prelude to her misfortunes* Her son being 
now arrived at the age of eighteen, and having 
received an excellent education, was purred off 
by some enemies of his mother's government, ta 
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Tufdieate hit owfi righta, and convince his peo- 
ple that he was able to defend both them and 
himself. With the impetuosity of youth, he 
fell in with the proposal, assumed the soverdgii 
fuithortty, ^tod in general met with a cheertul 
obedience* His mother's party, however, WiM 
▼ery coo^derabk, and they were determined 
to support her cause with their swords. LesI 
an accommodation shooM take place, which 
would have been fetal to theit mws^ the parti« 
tans of the young priitee persuaded ytn to give 
insfaait battle 1^ the regent's forcesy over whom 
he gained a signi^ and complete victoiT^. The* 
lesa^ after her defeat, took shelter in the castle 
of Legonaso, wMlc her principal advisers fied $ 
and Don Afona» Enriquez her son, investing: 
'the fortress, obliged her to suitender, and after* 
wards imprisbned bet* for Kfe« Sensible of her 
violent temper, he appears to have been driven to 
this cxtrtmsty by tiie urgency o£ his affairs ; but 
he made her confinement easy till the time of her 
death, which happened in ]en than two-years* 

Don AlonzQ Endquez, as he is called by 
way of distinction, having thus attained ^ 
the full and free possession of his heredip ^^ ' 
teay do^inions^ made several unsuccess« 
£d attempts on Galieia, to which his mother ' 
had instituted pretensions ; but at last he waa 
glad to make peace with Alonzo king of Cas^ 
tile and Leon, who had assumed the title of 
emperor of the Spains. • 

Aix>ut this time, the Moors taking advantage 
«f the dissensions among their Christian neigh^ 
hours, invaded Portugal with^ such immense 
armies, that, had not a plague broke out in 
(heir caipop, it would have been impossible ta^ 
B3 
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resist them. To increase the consternatiofi 
and dismay of the Portuguese, the emperor 
Don Alonzo, passing the &ontiers, carried fire 
and sword into their territories* The prince 
of Portugal} however, surprised and cut off a 
considerable part of the emperor's army ; but 
this would have availed him little, had not the 
pope's legate interfered, and accommodated 
all differences between them* A peace was 
therefore concluded ; and all places and pii* 
soners taken on either ^de, were mutually re« 
stored* In gratitude for this service, Don Alon- 
zo offered a voluntary tribute to the holy see* 

Meanwhile, the progress of the Christian arm^ 
in Spain, haring reached the ears of Abu All 
Texefien, supreme governor of the Moch^ ia 
Barbary, he ordered Ishmael his Ueutenant 
^n Spain, to assemble all the forces in the 
southern provinces, and to drive :the Christians 
beyond the Douro* Ishmael hastened to put 
these orders in execution, and, having received 
considerable reinforcements from Barbary, he 
^vanced to the plains of Ourique on the banks 
of the Tayo, where he was met by Don Alonzo 
o^ Portu^. The commander of the infidels 
used every possible precaution to prevent the 
Christians from passing that river, because he 
was willing to secure a favourable position for 
his cavalry, in which his strength principally, 
consisted, to act in full force* The Portuguese 
indeed were very inferior in point of numbers ; 
and Ishniael being confident of victory, broke 
his army into smsdl bodies, and disposed them in 
such a manner, as might intercept the flight ra- 
ther than sustain the attack of the Christians* I» 
consequence of this security^ the Moors y(&» 
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overtbrdim with prodigious slaughter^ and a 
vast number taken prisoners. Among the latter 
vrere 1000 Christians of the sect called Moza« 
rabtans, whom Don Alonzo was prevailed €>n 
to liberate, together with their wives and chil- 
dren, and to aSlow them settlements in his own 
dominions. 

This glorious victory was achieved ^^ a r\ 
the twenty-fifth day of July ; and its n^o] . 
anniversary has been celebrated ever 
since, to preserve the memory of such a signal 
interposition of Divine Providence, in &vour of 
the Christian arms. 

It was on the ptuns of Ouriqoe that Don 
Alonzo Enrique^ after his illustrious actions, 
was first hailed king of Portugal by his sol* 
diers. The title he accepted ; and so far used 
it, as to rienounce all dependence on the crowa 
oS Spain : but he wisely knew how to recon^ 
cUe monarchical authority with a regard to 
his people's rights; and therefore was not eager 
to exercise all the power at once, which had 
^us been gratuitously conferred upon b|m« 



CHAPTER 11. 

From the Battle of Ourigue to the Reduction of 
Portugal iy FAUifo King of Sfiattu 

T> Y the signal defeat of the Moors at the bat*^ 
•M tie of Ourique on the frontiers of Algarve, 
Don Alonzo had opened a free passage into 
his own dominions. Sueh was the slaughter o£ 
the infidels that the riv^ilets in the vicinity of 
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tiie field of action are siud to haiVe carried their 
waters deeply «taix^ witb blood .into the Gtia^ 
dlami. 

After these tramaedcmsy Raymotul comit of 
Barcdotm^ and regent of Amtgon in right of 
his vn£di havii^ proposed to Bon Alonzo to- 
euter into a les^ue against the emperor, his 
jealousy of ths^ potent pritice induced him to^ 
accede to the plan*^ 

in consequence of these engagements, tiiie 
king of Portugal entered Galicm with a con^ 
dde^rable force on one side, while his alfy Ray* 
mond did the same on the other. Theenter** 
prise waA wti concerted; but success did not 
fevoiir tiiem. The Portciguese ihoiiardi mei. 
wilb a setere chedc& this expedition, losi some 
cf the piincipal of Ms nobiiity,. and himsetf re« 
cdrved a d&ngeroos wound.. To he^htesr hi^s , 
dfeitreds, newtr was bmugliit faim^ that tb^ Moors^ 
^Irad iimded his dotniniomm his absence, winch 
detemtined him ta retrace his steps; but with 
att the speed he couM usej the strong fortres*^ 
of Leyria fell' mt« the haiMis of the enemy^, 
before he could come to its relief- This they 
demolished, and wtth barbaric fury put all the 
garrison to the sword* The king, however, 
took care to havft it rebttifib kk a much stronger 
form than ever, and placed a powerfol garrisoa 
fhens, in case of a second aststek* 

The wai* was carried on with variioiis success, 

for several years ; but Alonzo at last projecting an 

expbdiUotx against Sai6itaren,8itualed about twelve 

liutes from; Lvdion, he succeeded in thb enter'* 

^ jy pme; and, ineonsequeaoe, addedacoii* 

2j^j* »ita^e tract ofctiuntry to his former do« 

mmioas, at the same time that he secured 
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^m by the strong natural .barrier which boundi 
cd his conquests. 

Encouraged by the fortunate termination of 
this expedition, Don Alonzo determined to 
execute witliout delay a project which he had 
long indulged. Having assembled the states 
of his kingdom, consisting of prelates, nobility,, 
and commons, he caused himself with much 
ceremony to be chosen by the public voice, as 
he had formerly by the military, king of Por- 
tugal ; and received tlie diadem with generaL 
acclamation from the archbishop of Braga. 
In the presence of his people, he renounced all 
dependence on- the crown of Spain, declaring, 
that if any of his successors should condescend 
to pay tribute, or to do homage to that crown, 
he was unworthy of holding the sceptre of For- 
tugal. 

Next year, the kin^ pushed on his conquests 
against the Moora, and with a small army laid 
siege to Lisbon, then in the hands of the infidels. 
Various and contradictory are the accounts which 
the Portuguese historians have left us of the 
strength of the place at this juncture, and tb© 
means 'which Alonzo possessed to effectuate his 
design. It is evident,. however, that partly from' 
the natural strength of the city, and partly from 
the numerous garrison by which it was defended, 
the Portuguese monarch could make little im- 
pression on it. At length, however, fortune 
threw succours in his way wjiich he could not 
have expected. A fleet of adventurers, con- 
sisting of French, English, Germans, and Fle- 
mings, in their! passage to the Holy Land, hap-* 
p^ned to cast anchor at the mouth of the Tagus. 
The assistance of these he demanded as not^* 
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logetter Ihragn tb their design of ivtuvmK^ 

with the infidels. Enthusiasm co-cperatid^ 
irith opportomty, miide them rea^y ML kita 
hts hue 't they strained every nerve to evince 
their aseal and to display their coutf^, at ths 
oatset of their expedition $ and by tiwir ix>wer«^ 
fol aid, directed by his own wis^vm, he carried 
the city that km long been the residence of Itts 
successors. The crusaders being gratified out 
j^ jj of -the launder found m the placefde^^ 

22.*' parted well satisfied ; and so much r^Nft^ 
Ution did Alonzo acquire by his eon-^ 
quest, that numbers flocked to his standard, 
and hi less than twelve months be reduced 
many other comdderable cities* 
. For several years after this exploit, the cuip*^ 
lent of fortune flowed uninterruptedly in hla 
&vdur ; and, being in a great measure free 
from foreign enemies, he settled the internal 
government of his kingdom, had his regal dig** 
mty confirmed by a papal bull of Alexander IIU 
and gradiKdIy inade himself master of four ouC 
of the six pcovincea that new constitute the king* 
dom of Portugal. 

Immediately after his eoronatbn, he had m^^ 
poused Matilda, daughter of Amadeus, i^ount 
of Maiirienne and Savoy, a woman of mascutiae 
endowments, who assisted him by her coimsels^ . 
and undertook the conduct of afiairs, when* 
ever circum^ances required his absence* By 
her he had a numerous o£Psprifig ; among the 
rest three daughters^ the eldest of whom, Ma* 
tilda, was married to the king of Arragon ; the 
second) Urraca, to Ferdinand king of Leon; 
and the third, Theresa, to Philip earl of Fknders^ 

Some time after, however^ Almao of For- 
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tBgtf waft iniohred in a ^apatt with liift 
son-in-law Ferdinand, and invading his d»* 
nimoBft, mada hinuutf master of two strong 
places m Galicta, in whieh he put garriBDns. 
£lated with tlua success, next year he invested 
SadajoB widi a numerous armf > on the news 
of which Ferdinand hastened to Itt relief Its 
surrender, however, had taken '4Pce before he 
coald come in sight of it, which irritated Fer^ 
dinand so much, that he determined to besiege 
his antagonist in his newlf acquired conquest. 
- Don Alonso perceiving this, endeavoured to 
frustrate hi« aims, by drawing out his forces 
into the open field* Though now upwards of 
seventy years of age, he mounted his horse with 
juvenile alacrity, and pushing forward at the 
headed his troops widi too great impetuosity, 
be struck his leg against one of the boks of the 
city gate with such force, that the bone was 
shattered to |;Heees. This accident produced 
inconceivable confusion among the Portuguese^ 
In consequence of which they were ignominious^- 
ly beaten, and their king taken prisoner. 

Alonso, suffering with pain and mortified 
with disgrace, was ready to anticipate die worst ; 
but the king of Leon, his aon-yn-Iaw, e^gped a 
graatnesa m* mind on thia occaiuon that reflects 
a lustre on his name* Towards his unfortunate 
&ther-in-law he behaved with filial respect and 
affection'; conjured him to lay aside all thou^ts 
of business, and attend only to his cure ; and^ 
in order to enforce his adince, declared that he 
wished notluog more than that every thing 
might be^restoied to the same state it was in 
before t^e war, and that in fiiture their peace 
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Und friendship might be uninterrupted by feudft 
or disturbed by jealousies. 

This generosity sensibly affected the aged 
monarch) and he readily acquiesced in the pro- 
posal ; but, impatient under restraint, he set 
out for his own dominions before his cure was 
completed, and in consequence was lame for 
the remainder of his life. This, however, did 
not abate his military ardour : his courage tran- 
sported him into the field whenever he was caUed 
by his own glory or the interest of his subjects ; 
and, when actively engaged, he seemed to for- 
get the effects of accident or of age. 

The pretensions of the king of Leon to re- 
ceive the homage of his Portuguese majesty 
for the possession of that kingdom, though they 
had for some time Isdd dormant, were not ob* 
literated. Towards the close of Alonzo's life, 
however, an opportunity seemed to present itself 
of getting totally rid of this unpleasant claim» 
A quarrel arose between the king of Lecm and 
his nephew, Don Alonzo king of Castile. The 
latter craved the assistance of Portugal, which 
was readily acceded ; but Ferdinand receiving 
'intelligence that Don Sancho, the king's eldest 
son, ^p^ advancing towards Ciudad Rodrigo, 
he assembled his troops with amazing celerityi 
and, felling upon him unexpectedly, gave him 
a total defeat. Understanding, however, that 
Don Sancho though beaten was not humbled, 
he sent him a message, purporting that the 
forces he was collecting would be most advan- 
tageously employed against the fnfidels, who 
remained indifferent spectators of the issue of 
the war. 
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This advice was not lost on Don Sancho, who, 
after making some feints to amuse the enemy, 
suddenly burst into Andalusia, and penetrated as 
far as the suburbs oi Seville. The Moors as- 
sembling their troops endeavoured to cut off his 
retreat, but Sancho having reached a strong 
camp, gave his wearied bidders a little Ume to 
/ repose, and then drew them out, and offered 
battle* The Moors accepted the challenge, but 
were entirely defeated ; and the prince of Portu- 
gal returned into his paternal dominions, lade» 
with plunder. 

After these transactions, the fortune of the war 
presents nothing remarkable on either side for 
some years ; till Joseph, king of Morocco, . ^ 
having transported multitudes of men jjg^* 
. from Barbary, carried all before him, as 
far as the Tayo. He next appeared before the 
city of Santaren ; but his men being harassed 
and worn out with reiterated attacks on the place^ 
were in that state faced by the Portuguese army, 
assisted by Ferdinand of Leon, when the infidels 
were entirely defeated, and their king killed in 
the action. This victory once more delivered 
the Portuguese from fear of an enemy, and the 
king improved the pause, by strengthening his 
frontiers and regulating his internal government. 
While thus employed, Alonzo departed . ^ 
this life in the 76th year of his age, and jjg- * 
left his kingdom to his son Don Sancho 
I. at that time thirty-one years old. 

Before Sancho ascended the throne, he was of 
a restless and warlike disposition ; but no sooner 
did he assume the reins of government, th^n he 
withdrew his attention from conquest, and era- 
ployed every energy of his miiid in securing, 

Vol. XV. C 
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beautifyii^) and enriching his kingdom. By 
strenuously pursuing this plan for a few years, 
he gave a new aspect to Portugal, and procured 
himself the glorious title of ^ The restorer of ci* 
ties, and &ther of his country." 
^ jy A fleet of adventurers, chiefly consist* 
iiSo.' *^S ^^ English, bound for the Holy 
Land, having entered the river Tagus, 
^ancho importuned them to assist him in at- 
tacking the city of Silves in Algarve, Accord- 
ingly, ha^ng united forces, the place was easily 
reduced, and the English, rewarded with plun- 
der, pursued their destination. The Moors, 
however, having again invaded Portugal, the d- 
ty several times changed masters ; when San-* 
cho, sensible of the difliculty of retaining it| 
caused it to be demolished. His last enteiprise 
^ jy was the reduction of Elvas ; soon after 
laia.' which he died, with the reputation of be* 
ing one of the most patriotic princes that 
ever swayed the sceptre of Portugal. Though 
rather liberal than avaricious, he left a vast sum 
of money in the treasury. He was interred in 
the cathedral of Coimbra ; and after his body 
had lain 400 years, it was taken up to be placed 
in a -new tomb, and found to have suffered no 
corruption. 

Don Alonzo succeeded his father at the age of 
37, and is distinguished in the history of his coun* 
try by the surname of the Fat. His reign pre* 
sents but few memorable events. Its commence* 
ment was popular, but he was soon embroiled in 
family feuds, which disturbed the tranquillity of 
his government, till the thunders of the Vatican 
brought all parties to an accommodation. 
It was not loni;, however; before the forced 
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«alm was changed by an irruption of the Moors* 
In order to repel them, he availed himself of a 
band of crusaders, consisting of Germans and 
Flemings, as his predecessors had formerly done. 
The crosses proceeded by sea to block up Alca- 
9ar-do-Sal, while the Portuguese army marched 
thither, and invested it by land. The Moors 
fitrained every nerve to save the place : a furious 
battle was fought, and the infidels experienced 
a complete defeat, with the loss of several 
chiefs. The Portuguese writers unanimously 
affirm, that the banner of the cross was seen dis- 
played by angels, and ascribe their success to 
divine interposition. The fortress sur- -^ 
rendered, and was bestowed on the order j^j^J 
of St. James. 

No sooner, however, were the Moors driven 
back than civil dissensions broke out in Portugal, 
which involved equally the clei^ and the laity. 
The former were dissatisfied that they were taxed 
in common witli the rest of their fellow-subjects 
by royal authority, and appealed to Romev The 
holy see fulminated an excommunication against 
Alonzo II. and put his kingdom under an inter- 
dict. While matters remained in this confusion 
the king died> in the 12 th year of his -^ 
reign, and was meanly buried in the con- jj^,^^. 
Teritual church of Alcoba^a. 

Sancho II. was only twenty years old at the 
time of his father's demise. He was a prince of 
a wild disposition ; and, in order to emancipate 
himself from the distresses which had embitter- 
ed the last years of his father's life, he proposed 
a reference of all matters in dispute to the arbi- 
tration of ecclesiastics of established character ; 
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and this being accepted, all parties were satisfi- 
ed, and the interdict taken off. 

Domestic peace being thus restored, the king 
made, a tour of* his dominions, and regulated 
many things which had fallen into confusion. 
He afterwards turned his arms against the Moors, 
and obtained several advantages over them ; but 
becoming once more embroiled with his clergy, 
and through this medium with the domineering 
•ourt of Rome, his kingdom was subjected to a 
second interdict. Not satisfied with this stretch 
of power, which in an enlightened age it seems 
wonderful should ever have been submitted to, 
the pope proceeded to depose the king of Portu- 
gal, and to appoint his brother Don Alonzo re- 
gent. The queen was also carried off as a pri- 
soner, and the ill-fated Sancho, after several in.- 
effectual attempts to recover his crown, retired 
to Toledo, where he spent the remainder 
1248. ^^ ^^^ ^^y^ ^^ ^^^^ of penitence and piety. 
He deceased in the twenty-fifth year qf 
his reign. 

Don Alonzo IH. now ascended the throne, as 
lieir to his brother. He was a prince of preg- 
nant abilities, but of insatiable ambition. In th« 
second year of his reign, he besieged and took 
the city of Faro, then esteemed the capital of the 
Moorish territories, and carrying Louie ly 
storm, put every person it contained to the sword, 
and added a considerable tract of land to his c}q- 
minions. 

These successful enterprises rendered him res»- 
pected by his neighbours, and dreaded by his 
enemies. Nor was his conduct in civil affaics 
less firm and judicious : he enacted good laws ; 
he encouraged the good i he restrained the fi- 
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centious; and^ in a word, was equally dis- 

tiBgaishedas a warrior and a statesman* 

Tempted by the beauty and fertility of Anda- 
lusia, he conceived the design of despoiling the 
king of Niebla in that province of his small terri* 
tory; but the Mahometan prince having put 
himself under the protection of Don Alonzo'the 
Wise, king of Castile and Leon, the latter in 
quality of ally took ,the field, imd having over- 
run the kingdom of Algarve, erected SUves into 
a bishopric* The king of Portugal, aware of 
hisi danger, claimed the interposition of the pope, 
which produced an accommodati<u], and this 
was farther cemented by Alonzo of Portugal 
espou^ng a natural daughter of Alonzo's Uie 
Wise, named Donna Beatrix, with whom he re- 
ceived back the kingdom of Algarve as a mar* 
iriage portion, reserving a certain homage* 

Having a queen, however, though sterile, 
Hving at the same time, this match involved his 
Portuguese majesty in many difficulties* The 
pope re&sed a dispensation, and even put the 
kingdom under an interdict; but his former 
queen dying, a dispensation at last was granted, 
find the children by Donna Beatrix, were legiti* 
. mated* 

New quarrels, however, broke out between 
him and his clergy, whose insolence, seems to 
have become intolerable ; but by policy and ad* 
dre)ss he surmounted all difficulties, and . ^ 
at last died in peace, in the abcty-ninth 2270* 
year of his age, leaving his dominions 
entire, and his people prosperous* 

Don Denis, his son and successor, sumamed 
the Ubersd and Father of his country, was only 
nineteen year» of age when he mounted the 
Q2 
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throne. He espoused Donna Isabella, daughter 
of Pedro king of Arragon, justly reputed the 
most amiable princess in Spain ; and, notwith- 
standing some disputes between him and hia 
mother and brother, as well as renewed misun- 
derstandings with his clergy, he conducted him- 
self 30 well, that the general affection of his sul>- 
jects saved him from all annoyance. Few princes 
of his age were more learned, and none shewed 
a warmer patronage to men of erudition. He 
created an university at Lisbon, and established 
seminaries of learning in alF the principal towns 
of his dominions. He passed several excellent 
laws, particularly in regard to ecclesiastical 
property, which, after supporting the proper 
ministers of religion, he justly considered as ^ 
" fund for the poor, of which the church was only 
the trustees, and therefore discouraged all accti- 
mulation of wealth in religious communities. 

During this reign, a difference commenced 
with Castile, which subsisted a long time. Fre- 
quent reconciliations took place, but they were 
neither lasting nor sincere. A double marriage 
between the two families only seems to have 
produced new feuds ; and to increase the mo*^ 
tiHcation of Denis, his son Don Alonzo had been 
spurred on by some malecontents to acts nearly 
bordering on rebellion. 

In this dilemma, recourse was had to the see 
of Rome ; but, in spite of every effort on the pari 
of the king to prevent extremities, Alonzo took 
the field, and thotigh he was defeated and taken 
prisoner, and afterwards treated with great ie- 
nity, this had no effect upon him ; for as soon as 
he could retrieve his affairs, he began to commit 
the most horrid excesses in the country through 
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which he passed. Girard, bishop of Evora, re- 
monstrated with him, and threatened him in the 
name of the pope with spiritual censures, if he 
did not return to his allegiance ; but so far was 
this from intimidating him, that he barbarously 
put the prelate to death for his interference. 
At length queen Isabella interposed, and a re^ 
conciliation was effected between the prince and 
his father ; but it was far from being sincere on 
the part of the former. In short, he appeared in» 
corrigible. When, on a certain occasion, Ave* 
zedo, a gentleman of the bed-chamber, was dea* 
canting on the prince's want of duty, and the im* 

' policy 6f ruining a Idngdom that would soon be 
his own, he ordered him to leave his presence on 
psdn of losing his head ; ^ I do not value my 
head, sir," returned Avezedo, " in the king's sep» ' 
vice : the only pain I shall feel in losing it, is 
from the reflection that my master has begotten 

' a son capable of such an action.^ 

The king finding himself approaching his end, 
immediately sent for his son, who attended the 
summons with filial regard ; and, after receiving 
much good advice from his father, saw Iiim 
depart this life, in the sixty-fourth year _ 
of his ^e. No monarch cqiild live ,. * 
more beloved, or die more regretted; 
and it is a Portuguese proverb to this day, ^ An 
generous as king Denis.'' He kept a great na% 
val and military force, which protected the trade 
and the property of his subjects from all annoy- 
ance. 

Don AlonzoIV. sumamedthe Brave, while 
heir apparent, had done little to merit praise, but 
much to deserve blame. He entered, however, 
on the discharge of his duty with some appeiu> 
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ance of vigour) and discarded ^nd even pnnislied 
many of tjie advisers and partners of his former 
crimes* This conduct would have soon rendered 
him popular, had he persevered in it with firm- 
ness and prudence ; but, though brave and natu- 
rally sensible, he was too much si^ayed by his ca- 
prices, and influenced by his passions* He pro- 
scribed his brother Sanchez as a traitor, but was 
afterwards reconciled to him ; he entered into a 
war with Castile, which for several years entail- 
ed misery on both nations ; but the Moors taking 
advantage of the hostilities among the Christ 
ans, the latter united their arms against 
^*' the infidels, and gave them a signed de- 
feat in the battle of Celdano* 

The war, however, was carried on for several 
years with various success* The Moors made a 
descent on Algarve, which they destroyed with 
fire and sword, but at length were obliged to 
retire, and leave the Portuguese dominions La 
peace* 

No sooner, however, was this afiair termi- 
nated, and the kingdom recovering from the 
storm, than a new and unexpected hurricane 
^rose, which shook the government to its very 
^Mindations* Don Pedro, .prince, of Portugal, 
had hitherto conducted himself with exeippdiuy 
prudence and bravery* He was a good son, 
and a good husband to Donna Coostantia Ma* 
nuel, by whom he had seyeral children ; but 
. Happening to fi^ his affections on Donna Agnes 
de Castro, the daughter of a Castilian gentle- 
man, who had td^en refuge in the court of Por- 
tugal, his princess, who it is ssdd perceived it, 
grew melancholy and died* Pedro, there is 
^reason to hope, had not suffered lus passion for 
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Agnes to exceed the bounds of sentiment^ be- 
fore he found himself at liberty; but now he 
^ave way to ^I the transports of love, privately 
luarried the olyect of his regard, and in short 
made it the whole study of his life to please 
her., • 

The courtiers, indignant that a stranger and 
an upstart, as they considered Agnes de Castro^ 
should monopolize the entire affection of their 
prince, and that she should have such influence in 
e^ery thing that related to favour or preferment, 
craftily insinuated to the king, that this intriguei 
which at present only vexed the royal family, 
might eventually prove the ruin of the state. 

Urged on by these suggestions, and little sus- 
pecting that Agnes de Castro was the lawful 
wife of his son, the king was at last prevaUed 
on to order her assassination, when the prince was 
absent on a hunting match. The wretched 
Donna Agnes was at the monastery of Sant^ 
Clara, when the Idng arrived with the three 
persons who were to be the executioners of hi» 
vengeance. On hearing of his approach, the 
innocent victim hastened to meet him, accom^ 
panied by her children, and, falling at his feet, 
bathed them with her tears. The spectacle was 
so affecting, that the king desisted from his d^ 
sign ; bu£ his pernicious counsellors reproach- 
ing him with want of spirit, he gave them com- 
mission to execute the deed of horror. She was 
butchered in the most barbarous manner^ amidst 
her shrieking babes, and her body left to be 
meanly buried in the monastery where she 
breathed her last. 

No sooner was the prince infomied of this sa- 
vage action, Hmk in frantic rage lie wasted ^Q 
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the country with fire and sword ; and had Hoi 
the archbishop of Braga uiterposed, and mode- 
rated his fury^ by the mild counsels of reason, it 
jj is probable that he might have been 

1355* ^^^^y ^f horrors still greater than those 
he was bent to revenge* 
. . Don AlonzD, sensible of his error^ stddiecf 
every means in his power to reconcile the prince 
to his loss ; but, though he disguised his afflic* 
tioU) the wounds of the heart were not to be 
healed) and on the demise of his father^ which 

^ ^ happened not long after, the first ob- 

1357' i^^ ^^ ^^ attention waft to honour the 
. * remains of Agnes de Castro, and to 
bring her murderers to condign punishment. 
They were put to death with exquisite tortures, 
in the presence of the king himself, who on this 
occarion, foiigetting what was due to humanity^ 
insulted them in their last moments. The ^ 
fection of Don Pedro, however, had not yet dis- 
played itself as he thought to the full : he caused 
the children he had by Agnes to be legitimated^ 
and made the most ample provision for every 
person to whom she had shewn any attachment, 
or who had petformed her any acceptable seiv 
vice. 

The next great object that Don Pedro had in 
view, was to reform whatever was amiss in the 
administration or government, throughout his 
dominions. He first began with himself, and 
retiring to the monastery of Alcoba^ to which 
he had removed the dust of Agnes de Castro, he 
contemplated the tomb in which he was to lie, 
and reflected on the account he was one day to 
give of his conduct. Thus prepared, he pur- 
sued his plan of reformation with steadiness; and 
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effect; and, blending justice with mercy, regard* 
less of persons or connections, purged his king* 
<Jom of malefactors of every kiikl. 

While Pedro of Portugal was thus labouring 
to deserve the character of a good prince, Pedro 
of Castile had behaved in such a manner as to 
|be generally hated, and at last was obliged to 
seek shelter in Portugal. The king, unwilling to 
involve his subjects in war with tibe Castilians* 
refused him an asylum, and sent back hia 
daughter, who was to have been espoused to 
prince Ferdinand of Portugal ; but taking pity on 
his distress, granted him a safe conduct into Ga« 
licia, which had not yet declared against him* 

Soon after this, his Portuguese majesty &!!• 
}ng into a disease, died at Estremos, in the forty- 
seventh year of his age. Hi^ device was a star, 
with the words ■" Monstrat Iter;'* indicating^ 
that his thoughts were more fixed on celestial 
than on temporal objects. His subjects, when they 
xeflected on the regulanty he had introduced) 
which they knew would last no longer than its 
author, applied to him what the Romans said of 
Titus, " That it would have been better if Don 
Pedro had never been bom, or that he had never 
died." 

Ferdinand, the only son of the deceased king 
by his first princess, was twenty-seven years old 
when he ascended the throne. He was courteous 
fai his manners, very bountifiil, and blessed with 
an easy flow of spirits ; but he wanted steadiness 
and judgment, and levity and caprice were the 
only dictates of his actions. His court was the 
resort of all the gay and dissipated, and he soon 
squandered away the treasures which his three 
immediate predecessors bad been accumulating* 
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While Henry of Castile, who had dethrcmed 
liis brother Pedro, could maintain his authority, 
Ferdinand shewed him every external mark of 
respect ; but when his fortunes sunk, he affected 
a strict neutrality. No sooner, however, was 
Pedro dead, than he declared zealously in his 
fevour, by giving the most opprobrious names 
to his successor Henry, whom he wished to de- 
pose, and to claim Castile as his own right, -as 
great grandson to Don Sanchc the Brave. He 
even proceeded to make war upon Henry but 
being out-generalled on every occasion, he was 
glad to conclude a peace with his Castilian ma- 
jesty, and to promise to cement it, by espousing 
Donna Leonora his daughter. 

This match, however, never took place. He 
had seen and became enamoured of Donna Leo- 
nora de Tellez, wife of a nobleman of one of 
the most distinguished families in Portugal, and 
in spite of every obstacle made her his queen. 
She was a woman of great address, and 
r;7i ^^^^^^^y possessed the affections of the 
* king; bilt in proportion as his passion 
for her every day became more visible, the ge- 
neral hatred of his people rose against her. 
Still, however, she continued to strengthen her 
interest by every possible artifice, and for a time 
carried all before her. 

On the death of Henry of Castile and the ac- 
cession of his son Don Juan, a train of negocia- 
tio^ took place with the court of Portugal. 
Th^e, however, terminated in a war between the 
two powers, in which Ferdinand was assisted by 
the English, under the command of Edmund 
carl of Cambridge* At last a peace was concluded 
between Portugal and Castile at the expence of 
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their allies ; and Ferdinand, with his usual incon- 
sistency) offered the king of Castile^ lately be* 
come a widower, his daughter the inftnta Donna 
Beatrix, though she had been already contracted 
to his son* Don Juan acceded to the bargain, and 
espoused the princess with great pomp, who was 
then only thirteen years of a^. 

It is ssdd that Ferdinand, notwithstanding hb 
tixoriousness, ufas at last convinced of the in-* 
trigues of his queen, and even of her infidelity 
with the count of Ourem, whom he intended to 
have dispatched ; but fiiUing into a Imgering 
disease, he breathed hb last, inthethirty- ^ ^ 
fourth year of his age* His subjects la* i3gj/ 
mented his death tn<»ethan they had ho- 
noured him in his life* 

By treaty, as well as by the king's will, the 
queen was to be regent, and to this disposition 
the magistracy of Lisbon seemed to assentt On 
the other hand, the king of Castile sent am* 
bassadors to demand that his consort Donna 
Beatrix should be proclaimed queen, for which 
ordera were accordingly given, but they were 
executed either, with indifierence or aver* 

Meanwhile, the grand master of Avis, and 
some other personages of high distinction, in- 
dignant at seeing Portugal likely to become a 
province to Castile, which he thought wa^ likely 
to be effected by the count of Ourem, a native 
of that country, and one who had long been^^e 
^"indpal favourite of the queen, determineq to 
have diis. minion taketl off* He fell in the very 
apartment adjoining that of the queen, who* 
though overwhelmed with grief and indignation 
for her loss, sentto the grand master to know^ 

Vol. XV. D 
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tf he meant to murder her too ; but he assured 
her that her majesty had nothing to fear. 

This catastrophe being rumoured through the 
city of Lisbon, and likewise that the grand 
master was in danger, the whole was bustle and 
alarm. The people zealously declared theoi- 
selves in &vour of the grand master, who seeing 
them secure in his interest, meditated to marry 
queen Leonora, as the most likely means to pro- 
long her power and his own. 

The queen rejected the overtures with con- 
tempt, and claimed the protection of. Don Juan 
of Castile ; on which the commons, without stny 
farther ceremony, proclaimed the grand master 
protector of the Portuguese nation, and swore 
never to desert him. 

Soon after Don Juan, attended by his queen, 
the heiress of Portugal, entei^d Portugal at the 
head of a powerful army, where he caused him- 
self to be proclaimed king, in right of his wife, 
and took upon him the exercise of vanous royal 
fiincdons. The queen mother was treated with 
much indifference, and the Portuguese nobles, 
who at first had sided with the Castilian, were 
soon disgusted with his distant manners, which 
they contrasted with those of Don Ferdinand, 
much to the disadvantage of the fiHiner. 

Meanwhile, the gitmd master of Avts» from "the 
time he assumed the title and office of regent, 
acted witluali imaginable prudence and sagacity, 
bestowing the principal places on men of the 
most distinguished virtues, and studying to con- 
ciliate the good will of all, by the baost "subtle 
behaviour smd the most refined policy. 

Nevertheless, the kingdom of Portugal > was 
not only s^ into two &ctioii% but it was wctu^ 
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idly divided between ti¥o rival powers. The 
regent, however, still kept possession of Lisbon, 
and Don Juan, sensible of the importance oC 
carrying that place, at last determined to be- 
siege it* Widi immense preparaticms he sat 
down before it : the siege was carried on with 
vigour, and generally with success, on the part 
of the Castilians ; but a pestilential diswder 
breaking out in their camp, the devastation it 
Vnade was so great, that Don Juan was glad to 
have recourse to negodation. In this too he 
fiiikd ; and after various turns of fortune, was 
obliged to retire into his own dominions. A 
crown, however, was too splendid a prize to be 
given up without a severe contest; and the states 
of Portugal, perceiving that their country would 
soon be ruined and depopulated, did they 
not interfere to put an end to the dissensions 
which agitated it, after a long and impartial de- 
liberation, agreed to elevate to the ihrtM^ Don 
Juan, grand master of Avis, and brother to 
the deceased king, who had executed the of- 
fice of regent with the general applause of hia 
party. 

By this determination, not only the daims of 
the king of Castile were set aside, but also those 
which numbers wished to urge in favour of Don 
Juan, son of Agnes de Castro* The principal 
nobility immediately made a tender of their ser* 
vices to the new elected king, and thus an end 
was put to the interre^um, which had lasted 
eighteen months, and in its unhappy consequent 
ees had deluged the country with blood) and rent 
the nation into factions* 

King John I. of Portugal, as we shaU now 
€aJl Uqh vx order to distii^Buish Urn from Don 
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Juan of Castile^ assunl^ed the ivins ti govertiK 
ment with the general good will of his subjectss 
but under circumstances of peculiar difficulty ^ 
from the ruined and agitated state of his king- 
dom* The king of Castile, so fer from ac- 
quiescing in the decision of the states of Pon- 
tugal) made haste to invade that country ivkh 
mn army of thirty thousand men. His resolu- 
tion was to ruin^ and destroy all before him, to 
^rive the master of Avis, as he styled him, into 
Lisbon, and not to depart from that city till it 
had owned him for its sovereign. In pursuance 
of this barbarous scheme, several places were 
taken and sacked, while king John was obliged 
to remain inactive, on account of the smaUness 
bf his army, and to be a tame spectator of the 
mischief that was done. One reason for this 
passive conduct was, that he expected succour 
from England ; but being irritated beyond for- 
bearance, he at last ventured an engagement 
with the forces which he had ; and, notwith- 
standing the superiority of the enemy, obtained 
a complete victory. In this decisive action, 

which took place on the plain of A^uba- 
1385. ^^' ^^^ Castilians lost ten thousand 

men ; and all their former conquests im- 
mediately suiTendered. Not satisfied with this, 
the king of Portugal made an irruption into Cas- ' 
tile, where he had the good fortune to defeat the 
grand master of the order of St. James, who 
was killed on the spot, and then returned, cover- 
ed with glory, into his own dominions. This 
campaign fixed the fate of Portugal, and firmly 
established John on his throne. The Castilians 
were glad to accept a truce of three years, which 
b^ire Che expiration of that period was im- 
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pioved into a lasting peace, by the death of Don 
Juan, who left no issue by his queen Donna Bea- 
trix i and thus eyery pretext for making war 
Vfiih Portugal qeased. 

But though a pacification took place between 
the two powers, as neighbours and rivals, fre- 
quent misunderstandings arose, which some- 
times produced a partial warfare, of no great 
ccHisequence in its events to either* John in a 
abort time became not only the object of fi^ar, 
but also of respect to his enemies ; while the ea- 
sy freedom of his behaviour and the complacent 
cy of his manners endeared him to his own sub- 
jects* Hiring once been a private person, he 
never forgot those with whom he had form^ an 
early accjuaintance : he received and paid visdts, 
without the least form or ceremony ; and such 
was his humility, that after an audience he would 
attend the party, when retiring, to the door of 
the apartment. 

To the poor he was extremely generous, and 
to all he was just; but with all his condescension^ 
he knew how to make himself respected, and 
even dreaded, when occasion required. He suf> 
fored neither rank nor fortune to bias him : tht 
reign of the laws he maintained with inflexible 
zetd ; and allowed no claims to preferment, save 
virtue and ability* He used to say, that conver- 
sation, as it was the cheapest,. so it was the most 
improving of all amusements. He had a taste 
for letters; and he rendered it fashionable among 
his courtiers, by his own example. 

John had married the English princess Philip- 
pa, daughter of the duke of Lancaster, who 
bore him several children. The affection she 
D2 
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entertamod for him was so strong) that when h«; 
determinol to undertake an expedition against 
the Moors in Barbary, y^hich be was to com* 
mand in person, she was so concerned at the 
^ thoughts of his absence, that she died of 
141 4. SP^^f before his departure« This blowg 
which he wished to avert when it was 
too late, afiected the king and his whole court 
most severely ; but, in order to fulfil hisengage^- 
xnents with other princes, and to dissipate his 
sorrow, he soon after set out, and landed on the 
coast of Barbary* Success attended his steps t 
the city of Ceuta fell almost at the first attack ; 
but scarcely had John withdrawn from that place^ 
before the powers of Barbary formed a league 
for its recovery* The young princes of Portu^ 
^, who were entrusted with the command of 
an army to repel this aggression, behaved with 
abundant prudence and valour, and gave the 
infidels several severe defeats ; but so much in^ 
portance (£d they attach to the regaining of 
Ceuta, and John to the keeping of it, that the 
:latter was obliged to strengthen and enlarge the; 
.fortifications, and to keep a formidable army oa 
foot, in order to check the advances of the 
Moors. 

, Nor was John only fortunate in war, but also 
superlatjively happy in his family. He had se* 
veral sons whom he had educated with the great- 
est care, and who repaid his paternal regard to 
their welfare, by the most dutiful conduct and 
the utmost zeal to serve him. It was hi^ 
son Henry, duke of Viseo, who * commenced 
those discoveries, which proved in the event so 
beneficial not only to Pprtugal but to Em^ope. 
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jTt was he whoetnixiiinksedtbe lettling and im« 
provement of Madeira, which still forms such a 
valuable appendix to the Lusitanian crown. 

After anivingat a good old 1^9 he felt the 
isymptoms of d^fine^ whldi, howeyer, he con- 
cealed as much as posuble. ; but employed hbn* 
self like, a wise man, in middiig preparation for 
what he knew by Hie Vkws of nature was inerita- 
ble. He married Edward^ his heir apparent, to 
Leonora, daughter of the long of Arragon ; next 
year he gave his daughter Donna Isa*^ -. 
bella to Philip II. duke of Burgundy ; ^iX 
and it was ait the solemnization of this 
marriage, thai the illustrious otderdf the Golden 
Fleece was instituted. The rest of his family he 
^posed of eligibly ; and, sensible of the «^ 
pFoach of death, he sununohed his childrea 
nMind him, and {d%er giving them the most ei&* 
eellent advice, submitted to fate, in . ^ 
the aeventy-isixth year of his age, uni- j^^i.' 
versally ^gretted both by lus imme- 
diate colinections and his people. 

Edward was immediately proclaimed king on 
ius Other's death, uid received the homage ci 
the pnnces of the blood and the nobiHty then at 
'court ; but the pli^e raging at Lisbon, he 
withdrew to Cintra^ where he spent some time, 
apparently engaged in rural diversions, but 
plannkiglaws and regulations for the benefit of 
his subjects. 

Eager to signalize his reign, by exten^g his 
conquests in Barbary, he undertook an expe- 
dition against Tangier j but the event proved 
very unfortunate. The Portuguese were so 
hemmed in by the Moors, that they were glad 
to offer to deliver up Ceuta us a ransom for their 
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defenos* He was now proclaimed a rebel ; his 
9/^f0tnts were attainted ; and he 'fell himself 
Amh many of his friends in an action purely de» 
fensive. 

Alonzo was soon undeceived ; but repentance 
came too Mte. That justice, however, which 
had been denied to the duke of (Mmbra while 
living, was now paid to his memory, when 
dead. The king honoured his remains, and or- 
dered them to be deposited in the same tomb 
which was destined to receive his own* 

The plans of discovery, which the genius and 
sBoal df Don Henry, his uncle, had set on .foot, 
were sedulously pursued by Alonzo, and con^ 
siderable advantages derived fix>m an acquaitit- 
ance with the Gold Coast The Castilians be* 
came jealous of this success, and pretetttldd' to 
hate a prior fight to the discoveries which had 
p'roduced it ; but the in&nta Donna Joanna of 
Portugal having been espoused to Henry IV. 
king of Castile, the business dropped 4br the 
present. 

X. ty Not- king after the queen departed . 
j^^^ ' this life in liie flower of her age, not 
without strong susf^pions of being ]xii« ' 
soned by the enemies of hte father. I'he wliole 
nation went into mourning on this occasion; 
aii4 the king gave an unequivocal proof of the 
sincerity of his regard, by ever afterwards re- 
fraining from any commerce with the sex. 

As well to gratify his ambition as to soothe 
his melancholy, Alonzo noytr .undertook an ex- 
pedition against the Moors,* in. which he met 
with considerable success, at the outset ; and^ 
softer displaying the utmost bravery on. a varietf ^ 
of occasions, by dint of persevefanc^he at last' 
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obtained possession of Tangier, hitherto deem- 
ed impregnable, and wbidt had been a principal 
object in his long protracted warfare with the 
infidels. 

' Alonzo returned laden with glory, and ac- 
quire4. the .ki^ tiUe of the African. He next 
determined toisupport his sister's pretensions to 
the cmwn of Castile against Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella; but in this he &iled, both as a* ^ 
warrior and a poHtieian ; and at last a j^^^* 
peace was concluded between the two 
powers. . 

Donna Joanna, his sister, for whom he had 
contended with such ill success, took the veil, 
and Alonso himself was inchned to leave his son 
Don John the throne, and retire to a convent* 
Arriving at Cintra, however, he was seized with 
the plague, which at that time was ^ ^ 
desolating his dominions, and fell a mar- , .g^ * 
tyr to it, in the forty-ninth year <tf his 
age. 

As he lived universally beloved, so his death 
-was deeply lamented by his people, notwith- 
standing the high promise which hU successor 
Joha II. had already given of being an able and 
upright prince. At this time he was twenty-; 
seven years old, and he began his nrign \vith 
shewing hia filial regard, by orderinga sjptendid 
fimeral for his &ther, and eioecuting his will with 
the utmost exactness. .♦ . 

A person,' with whom he had been very inti- 
jnate in his youth) presenting him a written pro* 
mise of being made a count when he should ar^ 
rive at -the sovereignty, John, gravely looking on 
the paper, tore it, and said^ ^ I shall forget there 
was such a piaper." " Such," added he, ^^as cor> 
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rupt the minds of young princes, and by bo^ 
comings the instruments of their pleasure, ex* 
tract from them promises that ought not to be 
peHformed, may think themselves happy if they 
escape punishment." 

Sooti after his accession, he called an assent* 
bly of the states, in which he received the 
homage of the principal nobility and ma^s- 
trates. He caused many excellent laws to be 
enacted, and setot commissioners to see them 
carried into execution. He rewarded liberally, 
Lhe punished severely, and reprimanded sharply. 
In his endeavours to check the domineering 
power of his nobles, he met with much resbt* 
ance ; but^ unawed by their combinations, he 
caused the duke of Bragan9a, the husband of 
the queen's sister, to be breaded ; because, m 
violation of his allegiance^ he had put himself 
under the protection of the kings of Castile an4 
Arragon. His liege sovereign had, however^ 
previously given warning ; but this being dkre* 
garded, John was not of a disposition to hesitate 
between expedients. The example of this pun-^ 
ishment operated as a terror to others, though it 
did not prevent secret cabals. The young duke 
of Visdu,' the queen's brother, put himself at 
the head of a oonspiracy. Apprised of his trea- 
son, the king sent for him, and asked, ^ What 
would you do to a man who wished to take away 
your life ?" Viseu replied, " I would endeavooi* 
to be beforehand wth him, by killing him if I 
could.** " Die thai by your own sentence,'* said 
the king, and imnvediately plunged a dagger in- 
to his breast. When he fell, John, with ire^ni- 
cal severity, b^de him hasten to the duke of 
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B^agftR^ siid tdl faim the itsoe^f 
tMice^ md tbe &te of bis felkm ti 
ptoi£gious tamalt followed this afiki 
hang avowed the reasons of his condu 
mcvSed exemplary panishment on all 
plicesk) this pk>U Sooie were slrai 
o^ers thrown into cisterns, where t! 
becan&e the pvey of vennine. 

This wholesome sevm^, which 
be justified horn the high provocate 
eited it^ <|iBeted the toi^uieftt nobfei 
Bsture reign of John was blessed wit 
peace. 

Historiaas hare preserved many s 
escpresaons of this monairch which de 
perpetuated* One of his judges, a i 
lents, but maccessible without a brib 
jmnianded in the following terms: ^' 
X know that you keep. your hands 
your doors shut.** The kingdom of C 
the coast of Africa, having been dis 
his time,, some navigators con^hda 
that the inhabitants would not acqtj 
with the situation of their mines* 1 
wisdom and ji^stice John relied : ^ 
quice, treat them kindly ; trade wit] 
ceding to the rules of eqmty ; carry 
things a& they are §ond ofy and you wi 
produce of their, min^ wkhout the 
diggteg*" 

Thi» prince wsys wdt aoqiminted wi 
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♦ The Portuguese discoveries were Brther 
Tradoal advance* and ^ersereriiig intfortry 
4)\d and concerted plan. The doubling the C 

Hope by Di Gama alone displays a daring j 

mind. 
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poTtance of a person of hit rank bemg exact 
in the observance of usages. Some of his moat 
confidential friends one day represented to him, 
that a certain formality to which he had sub- 
jected himself) was a mere trifle. ^^ Call it not a 
trifle/' said he ; ^ my example is al^ys of con- 
sequence." 

In regard to Castile, he acted with consume- 
mate prudence, and brought about a mani£^;e 
between the daughter of Ferdinand and Isa« 
bella, and his son, the prince of Portugal* The 
nuptials were celebrated with great pomp in the 

. ^ city of Evora ; but it was not long be- 
j^* fore, the rejoicings which took place on 

9i^*^' this occasion, were converted to the 
deep^t mourning. In riding a race with juve^ 
nile impetuosity, the prince's hprse feU, and 
bruised him so dreadfully, that he lived only 
till next day, when he expired in great agony*. 
This melancholy accident happened in the sight 
of his parents and consort, and threw the whole 
court into the extremes of melancholy. The 
king actually shut himself up for a time ; but a 
natural son of his, named George, being intro- 
duced to him by the adviceof hi^ physicians, to 
amuse his dejection, he 8^n conceived such ^ 
strong affection for him, that he wished, as he 
had no legitimate heir, to leave him his crown. 
This the states steadily opposed ; and, at last, 
he was obliged to nominate the duke of Beja, 
who was, in fact, the nearest legal heir, and 
who afterwards reigned, under the .name of 
Emanuelr v 

The king falling into an incurable disorder, 
supposed to be the eflects of slow poison, and 
£nding his dissolution approaching, employed 
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all his Temaimng strength in arranging the af* 
£urs of his king^m. When urged by the am- 
bassador of Ferdinand to join the league with 
Italy, in which so many princes were engaged^ 
he said, ^ I am as ambitious as any of them, 
but my ambition is of another lund : I wish to 
be a great king, but the only way to become so, 
in my opinion, is to make my people a great 
nation. For tins reason, in the vigour of my 
life, I never entered into any of these alliances, 
and I shall not do it in my decline*" 

With these patriotic sentiments he ^ ^ 
expired, in die fortieth year of his age, ^^^^^ 
admired and adored by the common 
people, and respected by the nobles. In his 
reign, Columbus had discovered a new conti- 
nent, and he died when Vasquez di Gama was 
on the point of sailing on the voyage which 
opened a passage to the east* 

Don Emanuel was twenty-six years old when 
he came to the crown : he was agreeable in 
person, courteous in his behaviour, and univer- 
aally beloved for his generosity, even when in 
a private condition. He has been called For* 
TUNAT£fi>r three reasons, and jusdy so. He 
attained to the throne, though a remote branch 
of the royal 'femily, being only great-grandson 
of Alphonzo V. ; he succeeded in almost every 
thing he undertook, or if he foiled,* such A high 
opinion was entertsdned of his abilities, that no 
blame was imputed to him : a third happiness, 
and the greatest of aU, his predecessor had 
humUed the nolnlity, but Emanuel found them 
Mifiiciently tractable to be enabled to restore 
tbem to their former consequence. 

The mildness of his disposition and the gene- 
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Fosity of faiB character mduced him to peoteet 
the Jews, whom his subjects iH-treated ; but 
die Portuguese, no longer abk to oppress these 
unfortunate people, now required, widi a tone of 
some authority, that thejr should be expdiled. 
' This was the o&lf occasion on which Emanuel 
experienced the opposition of his subjects in «i 
affur contrary to lus fisefings and his better 
judgment. 
, _. In the second year of his rngn, Di 
Z497- ^^^^'^ discovered the passage to the 
'. East Indies by the Cape of Good 
Hope. The enterprising spirit of the Poitu^ 
guese, first roused into action by prince Henry> 
as already noticed, had prompted them to un* 
dertake numerous voyages along the coast of 
Africa ; and, thou^ they seem to have beea 
slow and timid in their operations, they grai» 
dually became emboldened by success, and 
stretched far beyond the boundafy of ancient 
navigation in that quarter. When they found 
within the torrid zone, which had long bean 
stt{^osed uninhabitable, fertile countries and 
populous nations, they conceured the idea, thaA 
by pursuing the trendings of the coast they 
should eventually reach India. 

FuU of this grand project, Di Gama, an 
officer of rank and abilities equal to the vast 
undertaking, sailed from the Tagus with a 
small squadron. Unacquainted with the proper 
season and route of navigation in that immense 
ocean through which he had to steer his course, 
his voyage was long and dangerous. . At length, 
however, h& was fortunarte enougli tp double 
that cape, which had proved the ne fUue ultra of 
his countryiaen'a atteppts^ the constaattobject. 
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of their terror and thdr hope* From ^ebce 
he proceeded along the south-east coast of 
Africa, till he arrived at Melinda^ where he 
had the satisfaction to find a people far ad- 
vanced in civilization, and engaged in active 
commerce with remote countries of Asia. Conp 
ducted by their pilots, he sailed across the In- 
dian ocean, and landed at Calicut, on the coast 
of Malabar, Moy 22, 1498, exactly ten months 
and two days after his departure from the port 
of Lisbon. 

Di Gama conducted himself with amazing 
prudence and resolution in his inteixourse with 
the natives, and, lading his ships with many 
rich producticms of the east, returned to Por- 
tugal, where he was received with every testi- 
mony of gratitude and respect by the king and 
the nation. 

On the first intelligence of Di Gama's suc- 
cessful voyage, the Venetians, who had hither* 
to monopolized the trade of ^e east, with the 
quick^ighted discernment of merchants, fojre- 
saw the ruin of their commerce, without . the 
possibility of either preventing or retarding the 
expected crisis. ; ': 

The Portuguese, on the other hand, were 
elated with their good fortune, and entered on 
the new career that was opened to their activity, 
with a vigour, commercial and military, beyond 
what might have been expected from their nar- 
row limits and resources. Emanuel, however, 
was intelligent and bold ; he was capable of 
forming plans of the greatest magnitude with 
calm systematic wisdom, and <rf executing tfefem 
with unremitting perseverance. IJe selected tb^ 
most able officers to cariy his preconcerted 
E 2 
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measuires into effect; aad» ia Kttle flme thiea 
twenty years from ^e first itiscoveiy ot line 1r» 
dies, the Portaguese had saade eaUentive settle- 
xnents along the coast, and in a great meaattm 
diverted the orientEd trade &om its kHig accii^ 
tomed ehanneL 

Not satisfied wi^ tins asceodant, y/fiikh tiiejr 
had atquired in India by their good fbrtmie and 
iddress, they early fonncd a scheme, more po« 
Mtic than Mbetal, of exohicBngaU other natbns 
from a participation in the advantages of a 
commerce vridi the east, and they partially ac« 
comidished "what their arabidon had planned. 

In consequence of this, the ranklkigs of jea« 
lousy and envy, which the Venetians hadnatu* 
rally indulged, now broke out into overt acts* 
By ijnetr instigatiofi, the sultan of ^e Mame»> 
faicks fitted out a powerful fleet in the Red Seai^ 
with a design of attacking.tiw Portuguese, and 
recovering Uu»e advantages <kf whkh they had 
deprived bim as wdi as his allks* The L^imtav* 
nians, however, met diis fio^midable s^oadroo 
with undaunted courage, and totaHy defeaHetl 
it. After this, they contiluied their progmy 
without interruption, and established a comacic&> 
cial empire, whid& tiU that time had no parallel 
m the history of nations* Emanuel, who iatd 
the foundation of this mighty &hfie, had th« 
Ibticity to see it almost compLafeed ; aad, besidaa 
this splendid appendage of his crown, he addeil 
the important province of Brazil to his domi^ 
iiions* 

The Portuguese miMiarch, indeed, was too 
wise to engage in any enteiipriae that did not 
promise interest as weM as ^ty» He lived on 
good terms with his neig^bours^ and confined 
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ik WMTs lo ibe toMk df Afika^ far lih <M^ 
ique8ls» belh in the ease mi the veati actrcdf 
deoerved the uppciltalioD of mffitarjr affiMss. N» 
Jmg ewer dbjpkifed mofe mangtuBoemat ; an^ 
from ihedifiooTeneslie had mad^ and the cobp 
sequent iafittx of wealth iaia his dcauBiooay far 
iflFcare better alie In iadul^ Ml exf^eiiBbe patade^ 
Foveigneni imsffe atrock wttk the splradaar af his 
^nbaaaiea ; and ma^^aififient cotk^ea, chnrdttai 
palaeeSf mid hoaphaisi which were dailgr naiiig 
tluoui^bout his kiDgpdoini attestied to his people 
the )ft>eral ^rit of thdr soveretgii, and the hap» 
piness of his government* 

Under &is rmgn, however, the pli^;ue made 
iti appearaace» as it had done frequeiitlf before ; 
jret fifflftine neiver approached the coasts «f Portu- 
gal^ though it wasted the stfan^ of Africa, la 
which ^ compassaooate Emanuet stretched ant 
Ihe fauid of aBsistaiM»* 

Alter havmg achkTed such great thkigs, and 
arrived at the sunsnit of humaa f^knj^ iht king 
of Portugai, smtt with the mania of Uie times, 
had formed a design of abdioating tihe throne^ 
and retiring to a convent. Obsen^ig, however, 
that hia son was likelf to tamisb tht honour 
Ine had acquired bjr a premature elevation to so> 
vereign power, he changed his demgn, and dew 
dicated hts time as before to the service of his 
country, though he never appeared so happf, 
or in such an amiable point of view, as when 
surrounded bf his fomily-, with whom he qient 
lus leisure in the sweetest ^dearments of dor 
mesdc society. 

Such wa» the exalted characterof Emanuef, 
that some will not allow he had any faults, but on- 
ly virtuescatried to excess } and from.an impart 
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tial estimate of his conduct, it must be confesf* 
edy that few greater or better men have appear- 
ed on the stage of life* Attached to the lU)erai 
arts, he shewed the greatest deference to learn- 
ed men while alive, and mourned thdr loss 
with unaffected sorrow. In many of the scien- ^ 
ces he excelled, and in all the little arts that 
embellish life, and render us happy and beloved, 
he had no equals. The last and the most glori- 
ous trait in his character, which we shall men- 
tion; is the compliment liiat has beeA paid him 
of banishing poverty and distress from his domi- 
nions. 
^ jj An epidemic fever, which terminated 
1^*22. ^^ A mortal (Hsease, carried off this pa- 
triot king at the age of fifty-three, at a 
time when his subjects were congratulating 
themselves, from a consideration of his uniform 
temperance and the soundness of his constitu- 
tion, that his reign was likely to be protracted to 
the utmost limits of human duration. 

His son and successor John III. inherited 
many of the noble qualities of his father, and 
particularly his discernment in the choice of 
ministers. One of them, named Don Antonio^ 
from the subsequent anecdote vv^hich is recorded 
of him,*" seems to have deserved his confidence. 
The lord of Azambuja, descended from one erf 
the oldest families in Portugal, by the derange- 
ment of his affairs, in consequence of his ex- 
pences in the lung's service, was reduced to the 
necessity of offering his lands for sale. <' They 
lie adjacent to you," said the king to Antonio ; 
" you will do well to purchase them." " Your 
majesty," replied the minister, v" will do better 
if you enable the proprietor to keep them ; for 
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lie and hk anceitora have been ruined only by 
the services whidi they have rendered to the 
crown." John iUtened to this monitioii, and, by 
a generous actLon, prevented the fidl of an iUus> 
trious &inily« 

If this prince, however, who certainly Was not 
de&cknt in judgment or goodne^ did not estab* 
lish die inquisition, be at least suffered it to ad- 
enine a power under which the Portuguese have 
long grcwned* No doubt, he imagined that he 
was taking the most efiectual means to reform 
the morals of his people^ by purifying Christia- 
nity among them ; but, in fieu:t, he made only 
hypocrites, who are unquestionably worse than 
heretics or even infidels. The latter, it is to be 
hoped, may some time or other open tlvrir eyes 
to the conviction of immutable and divine truth; 
but the former are without principle, and there* 
fore incapable of reformation. 

During the reign of John III. Solyman the 
Magnificent, the most enlightened monarch of 
the Ottoman nee, jealous of the rising power 
and opulence of the Portuguese in the east, and 
eager to supplant them, ordered the bashaw of 
Egypt to employ his whole force against the 
Christians in that quarter. Accordingly, the 
bashaw sailed down the Red Sea with an im» 
mense armament ; but so wdl were the Portu«> 
guese prepared for his reception, that he expe- 
rienced nothing, except defeat and disgrace. In 
Africa, likewise, the king of Fez was baffled be- 
fore the town of Safi ; and the infidels quarreU 
ling one with anoUier, fomished a plaunUe a^ 
portunity for attacking them in all directions ; 
but 'John wisely satis&d himself with securing 
whfit he had tdDcady gained on that continent, 
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and with repelling aggression, when any one 
was weak enough to contend with hinu 

At home he strenuously exerted himself in 
reconciliiig differences among his nobility, and 
establishing wholesome reg-ulations respecting 
precedency, some of which subsist at this day. 
He had, indeed, formed several grcat designs, 
which were almost ripe for execution, when he 
was suddenly palled from a temporal to an eter- 

. _ nal state. He had previously the misery 
J ' - ' to behold the scythe of death extended 
over his &mily, and mowing down, with- 
out distinction, both old and young of both sexes* 
He left only one son, Sebastian III. an infant 
about three years of age. ^ 

The regency, during the minority of this 
child, was committed to tlie hands of his grand- 
mother, who behaved with great prudence and 
circumspection ; but the Moors, supposing that 
they might easily dispossess the Portuguese of 
their African possessions under a female govern- 
ment, took the field with an army of 80,000 
men : the queen regent sent, however, such 
speedy succours, and promised such ample re- 
wards to those who distinguished themselves, 
that the enemy were obliged to abandon the en- 
terprise. This success for a time supported her 
authority ; but, finding the people generally disa- 
affected to her as a woman and a Castilian, she 
voluntarily surrendered her power into the hands 
of cardinal Don Henry, the young king's uncle. 
By him Don Alexius de Meneses was appointed 
governor, and Gonsales de Gomera, with two. 
other priests, preceptors to Sebastian. These 
inculcated principles which totally destroyed the 
hopes which it was their duty to have realized* 
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His governor was continually impressing on his 
tender mind, that courage was the chief virtue 
of a king, and that danger was to be despised 
"Where glory was the object in view. The 
priests, on tlie other hand, instead of instructing 
him in true religion, only inspired him with an 
abhorrence of heretics and infidels ; and, in con- 
sequence of tlus preposterous plan of instruction, 
he became rash, inconsiderate, and obstinate, a 
bigot, and a fanatic ; all which odious qualities 
united, eventually involved both himself and his 
kingdom in ruin* 

No sooner was he emancipated from the tram- 
mels of education, than he was inflamed with a 
desire of giving proofs of his intrepidity, and of 
his implacable hatred to Mahometanism* It was 
this fatal enthusiasm which hurried him into an 
ill-concerted expedition against the Moors on the 
coast of Africa, notwi&standing the entrea- 
ties of his most prudent counsellors, and the re- 
monstrances (^ several foreign princes, who 
kindly interested themselves in his wel&re* 

Sebastian was deaf to the voice of reason and 
the expostulations of friendship. The queen di- 
ed of grief on account of her grandson's obsti- 
nate impetuosity ; and Don Henry, to whose 
misconduct in his education this madness had 
been wholly owing, retired in despair to his see* 
The nobility, whose talents had been matured by 
age and experience, declined to attend in coun- 
cil, lest they should seem to sanction by their 
presence a crisis which they could not avert* 
His very ambassadors wrote to him in the name 
of the princes at whose courts they resided, but 
nothing could dissuade him from his projected 
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enteiprise* The dtike of MaacscKgaaSf wfao 
had reaped so many feunvls in India> added ail 
the w^ght of his high character to datiftil en- 
treaties to desisft ; but, instead of fistening to Ms 
suggestibns, Sebastian^ joining derisidb' to msialty 
calleid a connctl of physicians, whoy in order 
to gratify their soTereign'sfofly, were induced 
to declare, in consequence of the prudent ad- 
vice of Mascaregnas, that courage natural]^ 
dimiiushed with increase of years^ and that it 
-was nothing unusual to see a man who had in 
the vigour of his age signalized* his bravfcry be- 
come timid and irresolute towards the close of 
his days. 

Even the king of Fez himself, against whom 
Sebastian directed his arms, made. representa- 
tions which displayed rather compassion for a 
giddy youth, about to throw himself down a 
precipice, than either fear or policy* As the 
pretence assumed by the king^of Pc^ugal ibr 
commencing war was the restoration of Muly 
Mahomet to the throne of Morocco and Fez, 
from which he had been driven by hki uncle 
_ Muley Moluh, the latter wrote to him in res- 
"pectful terms, and produced incontestable evi- 
dence to prove, that his nephew was a most 
degreed character, a cruel tyrant, and in every 
respect unworthy the favour or assistance of a 
good man« The African ferther entreated his 
Catholic majesty, with whom he lived on friend* 
ly terms, to seccmd his remonstrances^ andi in 
order to render them more efficacious, he of« 
fered to augment the territory round the Portu* 
guese fortresses in Africa with ten thousi^d 
acres of land : << Not," added he, widi a *suit- 
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oMe niagfHdiii!it(y9 ^ ^^^ ^ <li^ead the issue of 
the contest, but beeatise I am anxioas to pre* 
Tent the useless efibsion of hnniaii Uood.*' 

On die 34th of June^ in the year ISfr, Se- 
bastian set sail from the port of Lisbcm with a 
fleet of fifty ships itfid five gallies, and trans* 
ports and tenders, making nearly one thousand 
aaiU He had twelve pieces of cannon, and 
about fifteen thousand men, composed of na* 
tives, and various fixvign adventurers,* wh0 
were alhired to join his standard by the hopes 
of plunder and dbsipatiom 

Against this motley group, Moluh, an' aged 
warripr, adfknced with an army of one hun- 
dred thousand men. The experience of the 
Afiican soonconymced him, on the landing of 
the Portuguese, from the unskilful manoeuvres 
of their chiefs, that he had little to dread froni 
soldiers, however brave, that were so badly offi* 
cered* His principal concern waB,4est the ebb« 
ing tide of life* should not allow him time td 
beat them ; for, at this important crisis, he felt 
the attacks of a mortal fever, loid knew his 
destiny was sealed* When the two armies, how- 
ever, came in sight of each other, near Alca- 
anrquiver, Molidi, though unable to sit on 
horseback, gave orders from his litter with the 
spirit and prudence of a veteran commander ; 
and no sooner were both sides drawn up in 
battle array, and ready to engage, than he 
caused himself to be placed on horseback, that 
he might have an opportunity of observing whe- 

• Among die rcit were seven honored Italians, com- 
manded lyy an Sn^4i exile, named Sir Thomas Stukete)s 
whose life was a tissue of romantic exploits* 

Vol. XV. F 
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tber his dispositicms were duly ^cecnted. Saff«* 
fied as to this point, he returned to his litter^ 
and gave the signal to engage* 

On the first attack, the Portuguese in&ntrjr 
gained some little adyantage, on which Moluh^ 
for a moment forgetting his extreme debility, 
thi^w himself from his Utter, mounted a horse, 
and was rushing to the charge sword in hand> 
His guards checked his impetuosity, but this 
last efibrt so exhausted the small remains of his 
strength, that he sunk down in their arms* He 
was carried back to his litter, and, placing his 
finger before his mouth, as a signal that he re- 
commended silence, in that attitude he expired* 

To keep up the deception in the eyes of the 
Moorish troops, a renegado, named Hamet 
Taba, who remained by the litter, occasionally 
drew the curtains a little aside, as if to receive 
orders, while Muley Hamet, the brother of the 
deceased monarch, commanded in his room, 
and gained a complete victory. The whcde 
Portuguese army, except about fifty men, were 
either killed or taken prisoners. 

The fate of Sebastian is variously relat^* 
It seems he was wounded with a bullet in the 
shoulder, but as the wound was not dangerous, 
he continued to combat, and had two horses 
killed under him. The flower of his nobility 
fell by his side in the action; and respecting 
liimself, we select from the*contradictory mass 
of accounts what appear most probii>le, or 
have had most supporters. 

The first states, that the Moors surrounded 
him, deprived him of his sword and his arms, 
and having secured his person, a quarrel arose 
among his captors, on which one of their generals, 
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riding in among them/ exclsdmecl, ^ What, ye 
dogs ; when God has given you so glorious a 
victory, would yoiicut one another's throats 
about a prisoner?" at the same time aiming a 
blow at Sebastian, he brought him to the 
ground, while the rest dispatched him* In con« 
formity to tliis relation, it is further said that 
Muley Hamet sent next day to the spot where 
this scene had passed, when one of the king's 
valets discovered his master's body among ttie 
slain, and that others recognized it also by 
very probable marks ; for it is allowed that his 
visage was too much disfigured to admit of 
certain proofe* This body, however, was deli- 
vered up, and, being conveyed to the monastery 
of Belem, was interred among the princes of 
Portugal with all possible solemnity. 

The other most likely account is that of Loui$ 
Brito, a Portuguese nobleman, who, retiring 
from the scene of carnage with his colours 
wrapped round his body, was met by the king,' 
who called out, ^ Hold ^t your colours, and 
let us die upon them." The prince immedi- 
ately rushed among the Moors, and was taken* 
Brito delivered him, but in the event was him- 
self seized, together with the colours*. While 
they were carrying him away, he observed Se- 
bastian, who was not pursu^. Don Louis de 
lima deposed, likewise, that he met his ma- 
jesty advancing towards the river, and this was 
the last time that he saw him. 

These circumstances deserve to be recorded, 
because, about twenty years after this &tal day, 
a person appeared at Venice, who gave himself 
out to be Don Sebastian, and offered a very 
plausible account at least for his re-appearance. 
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He saidt that after the battle he dragged lum- 
«elf from below the dead with wh£ch he was 
covered, and ^fter wandering about some time 
in Africii} he returned to Portugal, and eyea 
entered his own palace, where ahasoe prevented 
biiu from making himself known* Certain it 
i% this person had the gait, stature, gestures, 
aiid voice of Don Sebastian ; and, in confirm* 
ation of his identity, he shewed the scars of his 
wounds, and partkidftrly those in his shoulder 
and over his eye« 

Several of the Portuguese recc^i^jBed and 
acknowledged him« The commissioners too, 
whom the senate of Venice had appointed to 
interrogate him^ were much astonished to hear 
him give an account of some secret negocia^ 
tions with that rep^blic** Struck with his 
manly confidence, the invariable firmness of 
his answers, his modesty, his {Hety, and the 
fortitude with which he bore lus sad misfin*- 
tunes, they durst not declare him an impostor* 
The Danish ambassador, however, iiv»isted that 
he should be expelled from the stat^ of Venice,, 
and the senate, though well inclined to grant 
him ^ asylum, did not venture to refuse. 

After this, the real or pretended Sebastian 
retired toFloi^ence, where he was arrested by 
order of the grand duke of Tuscany, and de-^ 
iivered up to count de Lemos, viceroy of Na- 
ples, for the king of Spain, who at that time 
was in possession of the throne of Portugal. 

* Though indine4 to believe that this man wgs no im- 
postor, ift it not j^ossible that the rival Venetians mi|ht 
have set him up.^ to confound the Portuguese, and fur- 
nished him with information that would give a verisim^ 
litade to his relation f 
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When the prisoner appeared before the viceroy, 
being asked who he was, he replied, " You cer- 
tainly ought to "know me, as you was twice 
charged with embassies to my court." He then 
entered into the detcdl of some secret circum- 
stances that could have been known only to the 
prince who then sat on the throne. He even 
astonished two princesses, related to Don Sebas- 
tian, by the closeness of his replies to some 
questions which curiosity prompted theni to 
propose to him. 

For a time he was mildly treated, though re- 
t£dned a prisoner ; but, after the death of the 
count de Lemos, he was put to the torture in 
order to force a retraction of his declarations. 
This he steadily refused to make, in spite of alV 
that ingenious cruelty could inflict. It was 
next tried to make him contemptible in the eyes 
of that public which either favoured or pitied 
him. He was paraded about the streets of Na- 
ples on an ass, preceded by a public crier, wha 
announced him as the impostor that called him- 
self Don Sebastian, king of Portugal ; to which 
he constantly replied, " I am Sebastian ;" and 
when the crier added that he was a Calabrian, 
he exclaimed in a louder tone, " That is false.'' 

After this ignominious ceremony he was de- 
tained a prisoner some time longer in the king- 
dom of Naples, and was then removed to Cas- 
tile, where he was never heard of more. 

Unable to account for his knowledge of many 
circumstances relative to Portugal, and unwil- 
ling to allow tkat he was the identical Don 
Sebastian, the Spaniards gravely pretended that 
he was a magician, and that the devil sug- 
gested to him those illusions which were cal- 
F 2 



d by Google 



60 fO&TUGAr* 

culated to make an in^iresaioii on creduloas 
minds. It musty hcywever, be allowed^ that, 
supposing htm in reality to have been an im-^^ 
postor, ^ey ought to have convicted him bf 
the clearest evidence, in order to justify tlieir 
treatment of him, and to undeceive the world* 

In Portugal, Don Sebastian was considered 
and believed to be really dead ; and in conse* 

. jy quence, the cardinal Henry, his unci^. 
^1578. Assumed the reins of government, at the 
advanced age of seventy. I£is sttuar 
tion was irksome in the extreme. All die 
young nobility were cut off, or carried into 
slavery, and the kingdom was exhausted of men, 
money, and reputation* The first wish of the 
nadon was, that the king should marry, in or- 
der that he might leave heirs, and prevent a 
civil war, with which the kingdom was me- 
naced, in case of the failure of the direct royal 
line* A dispensation having been proposed for 
the old cardinal, both as a priest and a bishop^ 
the consistory of Rome debated on the subject, 
but political reasons induced them to suspoKl 
their decision. 

From the moment, indeed, that Henry aSr 
cended the thrane, he heard of nothing else 
but successors. Three competitors instituted 
claims to the throne of Portugal, whenever it: 
should become vacant; the prince of Parmai 
the dutchess of Bragan9a, and Philip II. of 
Spain. The two last had nearly an equal right. 
Henry was extremely partial to the duchess cf 
Bragan^a, but dreaded the power of Spain; 
and, thus wavering between his inclinations and. 
his fears, he died without declaring a fiac* 
cessor* He lived sixty-eight years, and reigned 
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imkSat jooessaak towsi&m and ckagrift alNMit Wb* 
naiteen montfas* He WMUhe a i n c te c n th aom^ 
xeigii, andtheseveBteenthkingof Poitiig»i»the 
eighth and last of hi& hooae ; for in him.ternii> 
nated the male line of the Portugueae princes^ 
after having subsisted upwards of four hundred 
and- sixty years* 

Henry was little esteemed, notwithstanding 
he possessed many good qualities, and he would 
have lef't the world without the regret of his 
peotde, had they not reflected on the storms to 
which they were about to be exposed* In order 
to alky them in some measure, Henry had 
■amed fi.ve governor% in whose hands the sov«- 
rdgn power was to be deposited after hia death, 
till a successor idiould be legally appointeda 
The grand a&ic relative to the succession was 
to be debated in their presence; but, in hctf 
the business had been settled before the king 
made his exit* Of tiie five governors or regents, 
a majority were in the interest of Philip IL of 
Spain ; but, to support his pretensions, he 
had a more decisive voice-— an army of twen* 
ty thousand men, commanded by the duke of 
Alba, who had orders to enter Portugal without 
delay* 

That kingdom was fiir froih being in a state 
capable of c^ypostng an eflectnal Teastance to sa 
foraodable a force* The Spaniards, therefoscf 
adv^Ked with order and discipline, no one di»* 
puting their progress, except the prince of GraCo, 
the i&gitimate. nephew c^ the deceased king, 
who caused hiimseif to be proclaimed by the po-< 
jNdace of Lisbon, to whom he was generally ac« 
ceptable« His troops, composed of raw tneHf 
c<4leoted in haste, badly armed and appointed) 
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were dispersed on the first attack. The prince 
himself escaped, and wandering abont tlirough 
the kingdom for several months, though a price 
was set on his head, at last escaped to France. 



CHAPTER III. 

Hiatory of Portugal under the KingB ofSfiaau 

ON the defeat of Don Antonio, prince of Cra- 
to, the whole kingdom submitted to Philip 
of Spain, together with the garrisons in Barba- 
ry, Uie settlements on the western coast of Afri- 
ca, of Brazil, and in the East Indies. The Ma- 
deiras, however, held out for Don Antonio till 
they were reduced, and the French navy which 
came to favour their resistance was entirely de- 
feated and destroyed. 

As Philip had sufficient policy not to wish to 
appear a conqueror, he did not enter Portu« 
gal till it had made its full submission to his 
power. At last he arrived at Lisbon, where he 
was received with sullen pomp without acclama- 
tions. It was easy to see that force not choice 
made him their king ; and, sensible of this, he 
endeavoured to conciliate the affections of the 
people by confirming the advantageous terms 
which he had previously offered by letters.. 
These conditions were, that he should take a 
solemn oath to maintain the liberties and immu- 
nities of the people ; that the states should be 
assembled within the realm, and nothing pro- 
posed in any other council, relative to Portugal ; 
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that the vioeroy should be a native^ unless the 
king should delegate that charge to one of the 
royal family ; that the household should be kept 
on its ancient footing ; that the post of first pre- 
sident, and of all offices, civil, military, and ju- 
dicial, should be filled with Portuguese ; that all 
dignities in the church and cmlers of knighthood 
should be confined to the oame ; that the com* 
merce of £th]op»a, Afnca, and the Indies, should 
be carried on by their i^erchanis and vessels 
$ilone ; that all duties on the frontiers should be 
annulled ; and lastly, that Philip should ad- 
vance 300,000 ducats to redeem prisunef s* ce* 
pair cities, and reUeve the miseries, which pes* 
tilence and other calamities had brought on the 
Bation. 

These, with other ci^atend conditicMis of ti- 
milar import, fomierly offered, and rejected by. 
the Portuguese, Philip now confirmed in person : 
but when the duke of Ossuna proposed, that in 
ease of his inolatkig the compact, the states 
should be freed from their allegiance, and might 
defend their rights by the sword, without incuiw 
ring the crime of treason or perjury, he abso* 
bitely refused to ratify the clause ; which in a 
manner impeached hb sinx^rity in what he had 
done, said vitiated all his professions* 

All these concessions, however, with the most 
lavish distribution of honours and empioyments^ 
&iled to reconcile the Portuguese to a foreign 
master* This profuse ccuiduct on the part of 
the a^overeign had also an effect which was not 
imme(tiately foreseen i it weakened the power, 
and absorbed the revenues o£ the crown i and 
by .putting k out of the power of , his successors 
to shew oquiil liberality, it excited only a short*. 
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lived g^titode in a few, and made a titiihber of 
tnalecontents, to which time was continuallj 
adding. 

Thus Philip, with every appearance of a re- 
fined poticy and of an anxious desire to please, 
found his new subjects still more and mdre dis- 
gusted with his government ; jwirticularly when 
they perceived that the partizans of Don Anto- 
nio were treated with a degree of ngour, which" 
the forlorn state of his fortunes could not either 
justify or require. The exiled prince, however, 
fltill retained and used the title of king of Portu- 
gal ; and, after conciliating the good will of 
Fi^ce, to which he had retired, with a fleet of 
60 sail and a considerable body of troops fur- 
nished by that crown, he made an attempt on 
tie Tepceras. The Spaniards, however, repuls* 
ed him with gr^at loss, and inflicted exemplary 
punishment on the Portuguese prisoners found 
in his service. 

Nevertheless Don Antonio retained possesion 
of a few places, coined money, and exercised 
other acts of regal power; but his al^irs be- 
coming more and more desperate, with some 
difficulty he made a second escape into France.- 
From thence he passed over into England, where 
he was well received ; and as Elizabeth was 
equally hostile to the Spaniards, many priva- 
teers were covertly fitted out against them, un« 
der the commission of Antonio. After Philip, 
however, had weakened his power by the equip- 
ment of the armada, and lessened his credit by 
iieeing it totally defeated, the queen of England 
openly espoused the cause of Don Antonio, as 
much with a view of avenging herself as of serv- 
ice him 9 . and < Sir John Norris and Sir Francis 
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Drake were seat with a po^i^rfiil squadron aiid 
fumy to attempt seating him od the throne of 

JPortugal. 

,. It was on this occasion that he i^;reed to bor- 
row 20p>000 ducats of Muley Hamet, king of 
Fez and Morocco, for the repa^jrment of which he 
delivered up lus soa D(m Christopher as an hoB* 
Cage* But Philip) aware of the correspondence 
between them, by a deep stroke of poUcy sur- 
rendered Arzila to the Moors, in order to put an 
end to the negociation ; and disputes arising be- 
tween Norris and Drake, in consequence of an 
iU-concerted attack upon Corunna, the expedi* 
tion, which had been undertaken with such &* 
Tourable omens, terminated in nothing* 

Antonio returned to England with the fleet. 
Which imported the plague, the only memorable 
circumsttmce attending the expedition ; but find- 
ing himself little re^urded, he withdrew once 
more into France, where he fell into great pover* 
ty and distress* - At length, after various vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, he departed this life in the 64th 
year of his age, and was buried in the church of 
the nuns of Ave Maria* He left several chil- 
dren behind him ; but having taken the vows of 
celibacy and chastity before their birth, they were 
regarded as illegitimate* To the last, he main- 
tained a considerable interest in Portugal, and 
had at different times drawn immense soms of 
money from that kingdom ; all which he squan- 
dered away in fruitless negociations, and ineffec- 
tual attempts to disturb the Spani^ possessions 
in every part of the globe* 

But Don Antonio was not the only person wlio 
set up claims to the crown of Portugal* The, 
nation, as much from a detestation cl the Spa- 
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idtb fckt m t predileetioa £ar ks^ b o redito n ! 
IciDgS) were^ontlmially aflMmiiig lliem(e^v«s wkii 
the hopcB that Don Sebastiui \eould appeal^ like 
BnDtherMenekJhfdrthdrdefivefaiiGete Sa strongs 
was tl^ prepofisessioti, attd suth a deg^eee of cre- 
dulity rvigned Among the populaoe, tliat it %ms 
pptyrorbiallf said, they wodd have taiceiia aegio 
for Don Seba«dan. This humour was su^e jk> 
be gratified by the ambition of some and^the firf- 
iyc^otikefs. Without adverting again to that 
Sebastian who acted stfch a remtol^le part at 
Venice^ 6iid whose pretensidfis as well as hb ii^ 
ttmate &te are covered with an impenetrable 
Teil) there Were several pseudo Sebastians a}>- 
peared in the heart of Poitugal itself, two of 
whom we shall particularize. One was the son 
of a tiler at Alcobaz^' who, after a short caree? 
of profiigacy, turned hermit, and fit>m his solih 
tude btirst'ibrth as the real Sebasllan* This ig- 
n&ttsxt pretender had two associates in his folly 
or his ^lunyy for it is doubtful which predomi- 
nated mo^ one of whom was styled Don Chris- 
topher de Tavora, tlie other the bishop of Guar- 
da* These beg^n to collect money, and were 
in a fair way of exciting serious disturbances) 
had tityt the cardinal arch-duke cftused them to be 
apprehended, and alkr e^cposiing the p;«iteMed 
Sebastian with every mark ^ igndminy, sen- 
tenced him to the gtklfies for Hfe^ virhile his Mend) 
the self-consecrated bishc^ c^ Evora, was con«^ 
demned to be hanged. 

The second representative of Don Sebastam 
was Gonsalo Alvarez, the son of a mason. This 
man having promised to make the dibugfater of 
a rich yeoman hisqueen^ through the influence 
of Ms mtended &UKr4n*kw, raised a bandtHi of 
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^igfifiy 1000 men, and some blood was spilt before 
-lie was secured. At length, inoMitestabie prooh 
being bmught of the imposture, Alvarez and 
his pdncipal supporter were hanged, drawn, 
«nd quartered at Lisbon. 

In short, so unpopular was Philip become in 
Portugal, that any person who had hardineA 
enough to attempt disturbing his government, 
yrBs sure to find some partisans ; yet it does not 
appear that he merited this so much from any 
feg^lar design of injurii^ the people^ as from 
an erroneous conduct, and a restless amtntion* 
His immense preparaticms ^ the invasion of 
£ngland^ in which he was so completely foiled, 
iHipoverished all his European dominions, but 
on the Portuguese had the most £eita1 effects. 
The pretensions of Don Antcmio, and the hopes 
of despoiling their Indian fleets, roused all the 
energies of the English, from whose power 
Philip found himself incapable of defending 
them. Hence loud clamours, sometimes with- 
out reason, and generally without rem«dy. The 
king, in order to allay those expressions of dis- 
omtent, borrowed money of the nobility on the 
«ecurity of the customs ; and this, thoii!:^h a tem- 
porary relief, only increased the evil it was in- 
tended to remove. The public revenue thus 
mortgaged became fixed and hereditary, so that 
the merchimt is oppressed, while the lung is not 
benefited. 

This expedient being soon exhausted, a cer- 
tsun per centage was imposed, in the nature of 
ship m<Hiey, for the defence of the coasts and 
the protection of commerce, which for a time 
was properly applied; but, sanctioned by custom, 
it grew at last to be c^sidered as part of the 

Vol. XV. G 
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rofal revenue^ and went into the exchequer wilb* 
out account. This paved the way for the 9^ 
propriation of other branchea of natioiial ui^ 
come, which vere generally miaapp^d ; ao that 
during the eighteen yean which Philip swayed 
the sceptre of Portu^, the nation was beccone 
vinbly impoyerished, vod yet the exoheijiier was 
not filled. 

Much, however, as the Portuguese coiapls^Died 
of their situation luider Philip IL they found 
his reign the golden age, compared with that of 
his successc»^ His aon Philip ilL of Spain had 
filled the throne twenty years, before heddgned 
to visit Portugal* Apprized of his arrival, the 
inhal»tants of Lisbon put themselves to an enor^ 
mous expence to receive hhn with splendoorv 
for which they gained little more thasi the com- 
pliment, ^ that before he entered Lisbon, he had 
no idea how great a king he was." 

On this occasion he held an assembly of the 
states, in which his son was sworn successor ; 
and thus having accomplished every object he 
had in view, he returned into Spain with a false 
conception of the riches of Portugid from the 
foolish display of magnificence which had at«> 
tended his sojournment in Lisbon. 

On his death-bed he bitteriy deplored that he 
had not acted the part of a good king towaitia 
Ilia subjects, when it was in his power ; and had 
dying resolutions been worthy of regaJtl, and k 
had pleased Providence to prolong his days, per- 
haps he migl^ have deserved the gratitude of hia 
people, and the praise of posterity* 

The reign of Philip IV. was a tissue of iM 
fortune and badly concerted measures : all hia 
dominions suffered severely ^ but Portugal to 
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the most exceasm degree* The hosss of Onmm 
in the esffit, of Bnoil in the westi together inth 
a series of eoUartend misfortunes, brought the 
Portuguese to ^e lowest ebb. The wlwle fice 
of the kingdom was covered with the most hcnv 
i^^le wretehednesft, and poverty and weakness 
seemed to every penetrating mind to be the coi* 
gines which the ^[>antards were em];fcying V» 
reduce Portugal to an appendant pravince* 

These are only the outiinea of tcamactiona 
during a period of aixty yessn : to cfiter into 
details woiUd only be a history of the syecessiye 
«K:roachment8 made by the Spanish ministem on 
the fundamental ardcl^ of the union ; encroach^ 
ments so fiagrant, that one would have imagined 
they had stuped to provoke the wrath <i Hea- 
ven> mid insult the patience oi men, instead of 
availing themselves in an honourable way of the 
wealth, the power, and the martial spirit of the 
LuMtanian people. 

It was the very basis of ail their privileges 
that the kingdom shoidd remain separate and 
independent, and in consequence that Lisbon 
should remain the seat of govetnment and of 
justice ; but this was so little observed, that nei* 
ther promotion nor right were to be obtained 
without an expensive and a tedious journey to 
Madrid. It was stipulated in the or^nal com-* 
pact, that an assembly of the states should be 
held frequently ; but they were only thrice con- 
vened in the spaee of axty years. The king waa 
to reside within the realm as kmg and as often 
as piossibk; instead of which the two first Phi* 
lips who swayed the sceptre oi Portugal, made 
each a short visit to that country once, and the 
Mtd Philip cHspensed with that compliment al- 
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together. The viceroy was to be a native of 
Portugal, or a prince or princess of the blood ; 
yet when any of the royal family nominally bore 
that title^ the power was sure to be vested in a 
Spaniaxxl. The council of Portugal, which, ac- 
cording to the convention, was to be composed 
wholly of natives, was on the contrary fill^ 
with Castilians, as were also the garrisons, in 
equal violation of the Portuguese rights* The. 
presidents of provinces or corregidors were also 
to be natives ; but this was evaded by keeping 
those offices in the king's own hands. No city^ 
town, or district was to be alienated to any ex- 
cept Portuguese ; yet, in defiance of this, the 
duke oLLerma received sundry grants of towns 
and lands. Natives, it was stipulated, were alone 
eligible to all posts, civil, military, and judicial ; 
but the fact was, all offices were given promis- 
cuously to foreigners, or sold to the highest 
bidder, not excepting the government of castles, 
cities, and provinces. In short, such were the 
abuses that had gradually crept in, that scarcely 
one article of the original agreement entered 
into with Philip was observed either in its letter 
or spirit. 

. The consequence of this base and ungenerous 
conduct was, that the Portuguese, who had never 
been well affected to their Spanish masters, be- 
ing driven to desperation, were determined to 
emancipate themselves into liberty. The flame 
of patriotism, which had only been repressed, 
but not extinguished, during an oppression of 
sixty years, began to blaze afresh. Pride and 
indignation were (iie fuel that fed it. Y^t though 
the general sentiment was freedom, some par- 
ticular bond was necessary to unite the discon- 
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tented nobility. They could iddeed read ia 
^ach other's eyes the secret wishes of the heart ; 
but they were afrsdd to communicate what all 
*lelt to be expedient and just. 

In this dilemma, one person of more fortitude 
than the rest^tepped forward, and spoke the pub- 
lic mind in the ears of individuals of the ^(reatest 
Weight and infhience. This was John Pmto Ri- 
beiro, steward to the duke of Bragan^a, a noble- 
man descended from the royal fiimily of Portu- 
gal, and who had an incontestable right to the 
crown, in case the Spanish tyranny could be 
overcome. On this account he was very nar* 
rowly watched by the faction of Spain ; biit the 
prudence and address of Pinto opened a way for 
^ conference of the nobles, most favourable to 
his design, without endangering or exposing his 
master, who was either apparently or in reality 
Ignorant of the intended revolution in his favour. 

The established character of the duke of Bra- 
gan^a appears to have been excellently adapted 
to the circumstances in which he was placed. 
Mild, modest, and devoid of ambition, though 
he ivas the constant object of Spanish vigilance, 
he did nothing that could excite their jealousy. 
His only crime in their eyes vras the title to rights 
of which they were sensible they had deprived 
him; and this to usurpers will always be a 
source of fear and enmity. His moderation, 
indeed, was so generally known and acknow- 
ledged, that the nobility who had leagued to- 
gether in order to raise him to the throne, were 
actually in doubts whether in consequence of 
their most brilliant success, he would sacrifice 
domestic enjoyments to the splendour of roy* 
alty. 

G3 
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Even Pinto, when consulted on this important 
headi did not venture to give a decisive answer^ 
without a reference to his master. He intro- 
duced) therefore, a deputy from the associated 
nobles, that the duke might satisfy their doubts. 

Just at this peiiod, however, Bragan^a was 
invited to Madrid under such a shallow pretence 
of his presence being required at court, that he 
could not entertain a doubt of a design to detain 
him as a captive or a hostage* In this dilemma, 
he consulted the dutchess his spouse, a woman 
of superior understanding, who made him this 
reply : " Death awaits you at Madrid, and wDl, 
perhaps, reach you at Lisbon ; but there 70a 
can only expect to die like a miserable prisoner ; 
here you will fall covered with glory, and a 
king. This is the alternative at the very worst ; 
but let us hope for the best, from the affectioa 
of the people, the justice of your cause, and the 
divine protection/* 

A deep plot having been formed and matured, 
and all its ramifications now arranged, the no- 
bility only waited for the duke's consent, to com- 
mence their operations. Several of the principal 
citizens of the capital had also been gained over, 
or voluntarily came into a measure, in which all 
indeed who had a spark of patriotism in their 
bi^asts would have been eager to engage, had 
they been trusted with the secret. 
. To effectuate their designs, some principal 
matxufacturers, who had joined in the scheme^ 
discharged their workmen, under pretence of the^ 
stagnation of commerce, in order that misery 
and famine miglit render them more ready to 
assist in bringing about a revolution. The con* 
spirators then assembled at the house of one of 
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their pai^ty^ : the points of attack were mailed 
out ; the different posts assigned ; and the whole 
party proceeded to the execution of their project 
by different roads, some on foot, some on horse- 
back, and others in litters, that they might escape 
suspicion of their design. In this manner they 
assembled round the palace, which was inhabited 
by the vice-queen and the secretary of state Vas- 
conellos, who possessed unlimited authority, and 
who used it without the least moderation. 

Pinto, seeing his friends around him, about 
eight in the morning gave the signal agreed 
on by firing a pistol, upon which they all rush- 
ed in by different gates ; mowed down the guards 
on duty ; ascended to the apartment of Vas- 
conellos^, and having dispatched him, threw his 
lifeless body from the window. They . -. 
next proceeded to oblige the vice-queen jjj^^* 
to sign an order to the governor to sur- Dec. u 
render the citadel, which of course was 
complied with. 

During this revolution, which was effected in 
two or three hours, the duke of Bragan^ re- 
mained on the other side of the Tagus, waiting 
for intelligence of the event, which was to make 
him a king or a fugitive. On being informed 
that success had crowned the daring attempts of 
his friends, he stepped into a small boat,^and 
crossing the river, was received at the lancing- 
place with the mostjo3rful acclamations by an 
immense, concourse of people, who had repaired 
to the spot from all quarters. By noon of the 
same day, tranquillity was so well restored that 
the shops were open, and business resumed its 
regular course, as if no revolution had taken 
place i so few real partisans had the Spaniards, 
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6rso ftehsiMe were they tbat the V6ice of the 
people was against them. In consequence of 
this unanimity of sentiment, very little blood 
was spilt, nor could all the future efforts of the 
king of Spain shake the power which had thus 
been ests(blished. 



CHAPTER IV. 

JFVw» the Elevation of the House ofBragancn t6 
the present time, 

JOHN duke of Br^gan^a being thus called t6 
the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
people, was crowned in fifteen days after, with 
aU possible magnificence, and the states being 
soon assembled, recognized his title, and de- 
clared his eldest son Don Theodosius prince of 
Portugal. This young man possessed the most 
shining talents, and was equally beloved, by his 
father and the people, but he was cut off by a 
fingering disease in the twentieth year of his 
age. 

The manners of John underwent no change 
by his elevation. It only called forth those vir- 
tues which in a private station would have re- 
mained in obscurity. He has been styled the 
Fortunate, but he might have been with more 
propriety sumamed the Good and the Benefi- 
cent. No king was ever tnore tender of the lives 
or property of his Subjects. He supported his 
royal establishment chiefly out of his private for- 
tune, and was more unwilling to receive the 
grants of the nation than it was to offer them. 
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The Spaniards, however, as might naturattf 
be expected, did not relinquish their pretensions 
to the kingdom of Portugal, as long as there 
ivas the smallest prospect of success* John^ 
though his kingdom was almost defenceless by 
the perfidious precautions which the council of 
Spain had before empk>yed, resisted the first at- 
tacks on his independence. The peasants were 
alternately soldiers and labourers : one day they 
fought ; the next, perhaps, followed their seversd 
vocations. The king with the assistance of some 
foreign officers exercised and trained tliem ; and^ 
by habituating them to slight skirmishes, taught 
them to feel confidence in themselves, and at last 
to win decidve battles. After this, his ambassa- 
dors were treated with respect by foreign courts^ 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of the Spsuiish 
government ; and in a few years he was univer- 
sally acknowledged king of Portugal, except by 
the rival court. 

The Spaniards, finding that arms were^ in- 
eifectua], had recourse to the most insidious arts. 
John frequently found himself surrounded by 
conspiracies ; but fortune and prudence always 
brought him off safe. Several of these plots, 
however, were so well laid, that some of Jolm's 
most confidential ministers were suspected of 
treason, and paid with their lives the suspicions 
which had been raised. Their innocence was 
afterwards 9learly established ; huts the motives 
of diffidence so constantly and' artfully renewed 
by ^e emissaries of Spain, kept the king for a 
long time in the most tormenting state of doubt 
and anxiety. 

The last year of his reign, however, he eur 
joyed 3ome share of repose^ and suffered more 
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ftom the alRictive dispensations of Providence 
thfui from external enemies. His health had 
been declining for a long time, but the energy of 
his mind was unabated, and he continued to 
hunt as often as the weather would permit. In- 
deed, at one period he was so fond of this diver- 
sion as to become suspected of neglecting more 
important concerns for its indulgence. As he 
was one day proceeding to enjoy this amuse- 
ment, the civil magistrate came up to him, aftd 
. having made a respectful bow, laid hold of his 
horse's bridle, and conducted him back to the 
palace, without opening his lips. John felt the 
silent remonstrance ; and from that hour, 'he 
never suffered the pastime of the chase to inter- 
fere with the duties of a king. 

At last his disorder baffling all the skill of his 

physicians, they were obliged to confess their 

want of power to relieve him. * He heard their 

opinion with the same steady calmness which 

had characterised him through life, and a(>plied 

himself with much fervency to the service of his' 

Creator- He embraced his childi^n With great 

tenderness, appdnted the queen regent during^ 

the minority of his son Alonzo, then only thii** 

^ ^ teen years of age, and breathed his last 

1656. ^^^ ^^^ fortitude of a Christian hero, in 

his fifty-third year, having reigned nearly 

sixteen years. 

No sooner was the death of John made known 
in Spain than the court testified an indecent 
kind of joy, expecting that it would be folfowed 
by a dissolution of the existing government. It- 
must be confessed, indeed, that Portugal was in a 
most perilous situation. The king, Don Alonzo 
EariqueZ} wa9 not only a minor,, but reputed tA 
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m weak amstitttlion both €|f bodf and mind ; tht 
feg^ncy was vested in a wcMnaD) and that wo- 
manaCastilian; the natioii was involved in a wuv 
and this respectu^ the title to the crown itself; 
the nol»lity were almost all of them embarked in 
feuds 4aid GontentioDs with each oUier; so that 
the queen scarcely knew whom she was to trust* 
or 1k>w she should be obeyed* Her cooductY 
however, was vigorous and pn\ident» By marry* 
iBg: her only daughter, the princess Catharine^ 
to Charles IL of England, she procured the 
valuable assistance of that country, whkh ^ ^ 
enabled her to gain the glorious victory ^^^[ 
of Montesclaros, that broke the Spamsh 
power, and fixed tiie fate of the kingdom, though 
not of its king. 

Alonzo's education had been n^ected, and 
his intellects be»des were poor. He was fond 
of low company, and it is said that his mother 
rather encouraged than checked his foibles, in 
order to exalt her younger son Don Pedro, to 
whom she was more partial, and who possessed 
more natural abHlties* Those who hoped to 
profit by exciting a misunderstanding b^ween 
the young king and his mother, did not &ii to 
point out to Alonzo this unjust preference } 
and the jealousy excited on ^is account, k^ 
him at a distance fitmi court* The queen had 
governed with universal applause during his 
minority, but attempting to continue her power, 
she was driven from the cUrection of afifairs by 
the &vourites of the king. On her death-^bed 
she exhorted her sons to concord ; but they re** 
malned as opposite in sentiments as in perscm 
and mind. 

Just befi>re the death of the queen^mothei^ 
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who certainly possessed masculine endonrmentt 
as a ruler and a politician, the king had married 
the princess of Nemours, though a repoit had 
been spread that he was impotent* The young 
queen da her arrival seems ta have won the heart 
of Don Pedro^ as he did hers ; and this prchalbif 
led to all the singular events that ensued* 

Alonzo was subject to the most furious fits 
of passion : he was capricious and inconstant ; 
and among those who approached his person 
he was thought to be insane* His brother Pedro 
now treated him with eveiy mark of exteiiial 
respect and attention ; ■'but secretly endeavoured 
to win over the citizens of Lisbon^ and par- 
ticularly the clergy, by an affectation of piety 
and generosity. 

The strange conduct of the king, which was 
a mixture of imbecility and madness, gradually 
alienated the affections of his courtiers ; and the 
queen and Don Pedro, who seem perfectly to 
have understood each other, took care to height- 
en this by every aggravation, under the affected 
mask of pity and excuse. At last he found him- 
self, through their intrigues, without friends and 
without counsellors ; and to add to his distress, 
the queen retired to a convent, from whence 
she sent him a letter full of reproaches for his 
treatment of her, and of insinuations against his 
virility, under the delicate expression, " you 
know I cannot be yours.*' 

By a preconcerted plan a council was imme- 
diately assembled, in which it was declared, 
that it was necessary to the welfare of the state 
that Alonzo should abdicate the crown, and his 
brother Pedro supply his place. This resolu- 
tion was presented to the king, but he refused 
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his broUier to be arrested. A person, suborned 
fi>r the Durpose, endeavoured to persuade hioi, 
that if fie resigned he would recover his libertjr^ 
Having acceded to tlus, it was next proposed 
that he should sign a dedaration, signifying 
that his marriage waa vmd* He requested time, 
however, to confer with the doctors of -the 
church on this subject, which being granted, he 
cxnnplied with this request also. Alonzo was 
then formally deposed ; but, in order to save ap- 
pearances, his brother Pedro was only declaivd 
regent. 

Don Pedro was only twenty-one years . j^ 
of age when he assumed this high of- {^^yl 
fice, and) on account of his youth, some 
were inclined to believe that he" was not the con- 
triver of the revolution. The queen, indeed, 
was nearly of the same age, but she was of a 
nation and sex full of intrigue, and there can be 
little doubt of her being the moving principle, the 
▼ery soul o^ what took place. 

Alonzo seemed to take little notice of the 
cliange in his situation during the day ; but, 
when evening approached, iBuding himself de- 
serted and alone, he begged bis brother to send 
him John, the whipper-in, by way of company. 
This humble request, whether dictated by the 
Wttemess of grief, or the delirium of despair, so 
inuch affected Don Pedro, that he burst into 
tears, in commiseration of his brother's unhap- 
py fate, a sensibility which does honour to his 
- heart ; but the queen, who was dead to every 
tender feeling, as far as regarded Alonzo, vouch- 
safed not a single sigh at the contemplation of his 
reverses. 

Vol. XV. H 
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Inan asteYn|>ly of the sutes, the ^fifKMWon of 
Alonzo and the regency of Pedro were confirm- 
ed. Qne of the first cares of the latter was to 
re-efttai;>lish the police of Lisbon, which Alonzo's 
own example had tended to destroy* To such a 
pitch of folly or madness had he arrivedi that he 
used to run through the streets in the night, and 
strike every person he met* He is even accus- 
cd of having wounded several who fell in his 
way during these nocturnal excursions* It is, 
therejbre, little to be wondered at, that his 
manners were offensive to his queen, and that 
when she found herself emancipated from him 
she should wish to remain on the throne, and 
share it with a*husband more agreeable to her 
taste. 

To save appearances, however, it was necessa- 
ry to amuse the public with the idea, that her 
marriage with Don Pedro would be an affair of 
policy and prudence rather than of love. The 
princess of Nemours gave out that she wished to 
be legally freed from her former ties, merely to 
recover her dowry and retire to France. The 
marriage was declared VQid, with the consent of 
Alonzo, who acknowledged the truth of his 
queen's insinuations or open assertions against 
him ; but the states, as unwilling or unable to 
return her portion as she was little disposed to 
claim it, by a finesse, in which neither party w«5 
deceived, pressed her to remain among them, 
and to espouse Don Pedro as a dischai^ for the 
debt. , A novelist would have Worked up this 
scene between the ex-queen and the deputation 
of the states, with all the attributes of crimson 
blushes and delicate embarrassment; but we 
shall observe the gravity of history, and say, 
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that she mxlf kept a decent sileiio^ which vas 
construed into assent. 

The deputies of the states next waited <» Don 
Pedro, and represented this marriage as necessa- 
ry ibr die tranquillity of the kingdom, as well as 
fcr his own interest and happiness. The regent 
had already given the princess of Nemours his 
heart, and he made no hesitadon in offering her 
his hand. Thus every thmg was settled to the 
mutusd satis&cdon of both parties principaUy 
concerned, as well as of the osten8H>le agents in 
the business* 

Few marriages, indeed, had been conducted 
with more diplmnatk form, or presented a 
more singular union. The nuptials were cele- 
brated with gresit pomp ; and Alonzo, in his 
prison, Bat heard the news by the thundering 
of cannon. At first he appeared a little sur- 
prised and agitated at the inteHigenoe, but, 
soon recovering himself said, <thal ^ he pitied 
his farodier, who he dad not doubt would soon 
be as much tired of the French woman as he 
hod been.^' This proves that Alonzo was as 
indifierent as his former queen couJd possibly 
be, and that no affection was wounded b^ their 
separati<»ii. 

Don Pedro, however, though ambition si- 
lenced the voice of conscience, it could not 
stifle the feelings of nature. He could not en- 
dure an object p^petually be&«« his eyes tint 
filled him with self-reproach, md thei^fore 
transported his brodier to the island of Tercera, 
a safe and agreeable retreat, where he might 
enjoy the pleasures of the cluise without. inter- 
n^tion.. 

But iertobe was not yjet weary of persecuting 
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this unhai^y prince ; both from friends and etie- 
mies he was equally doomed to suffer. Some of 
the former, having insinuated that it was the re- 
gent's design to take him off when removed to 
such a distance, and the murmurs and discontent 
of the people being excited on this account, in 
order to allay them, Alonzo was brought back, 
and shut up in the castle of Cintra, near Lisbon, 
where he dragged out a miserable life of fifteen 
years imprisonment. When seized with the 
disorder which proved mortal, he ssdd to his at- 
^ tendants, " I am going ; but the queen 

1683! ^^^^ s°®" follow me, to answer before an 
awful tribunal for the evils she has 
brought upon my head." 

She indeed did not long survive him ; and it 
was only for a few months that she saw her se- 
cond husband enjoy the title of king in fiiU right. 
For her own part she always affected to becal- 
led queen, though certainly she could have no 
legitimate claim to this distinction after the 
dissolution of her first marriage. Don Pedro, 
however, always treated her with esteem and 
respect, notwithstanding some low intrigues in 
which it was generally known she engaged. She 
undoubtedly possessed talents ; but her private 
conduct was hr from being correct. She left no 
male issue. 

Pedro II. soon after her death, was previuled 
on to re-enter the marriage state with the prin- 
cess Mary Sophia of Newburgh, by whom he 
had several children. As a prince, he has de«- 
servedly acquired the reputation of being a pro- 
found politician ; but he frequently reUed too 
little on his own judgment, and therefore was 
the more easily biassed by his ministers* On. 
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this account the English ambassador, in writing 
to his court, humorously said, " We have only 
one friend in the council, that is the king ; but 
he has very little influence." He died in ^ ^ 
the fifty-seventh year of his age, in con- ,-q^ 
sequence of a cold caught from sleep- 
ing in the open air, after being violently heated 
•with exercise, and left the crown to his son 
John y. who at that time had just completed 
his seventeenth year. 

This prince acted with such vigour and pru- 
dence, and adhered so steadily to the plan of 
policy traced out to him by his father, that Por- 
tugal, tinder his government, was respectable 
among European powers, and the people happy. 
By preserving a just balance between France 
and the boiise of Austria, which disputed for the 
crown of Spain, he made himself important in 
the eyes of both parties, arid profited by his al- 
liance with England, without sinking into vas- 
"salage. Such were the resources of his mind, 
that though he suffered many reverses during 
the war, he obtained by the treaty of Utrecht 
better terms than his relative situation would 
iseem to have commanded. The two crowns of 
Spain and Portugal^ however, were not entirely 
reconciled till 1737, after which period their 
unanimity proved ieulvantageous to both, and 
Uicurred no jealousy from other nations. In thi$ 
position of affairs, a treaty was concluded with 
the court of Madrid, by which Nova Colonial 
on the river Pla(a, was delivered up to lus Ca- 
tholic Majesty, to the great regh^t of the Por- 
tuguese, who apprehended future danger to 
Brazil from the vicinity of their possessions. 
John was happy m his &mily> and left a nu- 
H2 
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merous progeny. At last, worn out 
with infirmities rather than years, he ex- 
pired at the age of sixty-one, in the^ for^ 
*y-fburth year of his reign. 

Don Joseph, prince of Brazil, his son and suc- 
cessor, assumed the reins of government under 
the happiest auspices. He was entirely beloved 
by his people, and this enabled him to efRect 
several important regulations, in which his 
good sense and moderation were eminently con- 
spicuous. Sensible of the danger of sudden in- 
novations, he advanced his designs by almost 
imperceptible steps, so as to prevent all just 
grounds of alarm and complaint. Amongst 
other new regulations, he subjected the inordi- 
nate powers of tlic inquisition to some restric- 
tion, by directing that none of its sentences 
should be carried into execution till reviewed 
and approved by the privy council. 

The treaty which had been concluded between 
Spain and Portugal just before his father's de- 
mise, inimical as it was generally considered to 
the interests of his 4>eople, he strictly carried 
into execution, on the noble principle " that all 
engagements and conventions among sovereigns 
should be held sacred and inviolable." 

But though the sun of prosperity shone on the 
commencement of this reign, it was not long 
before the horizon was overcast, and the most 
dreadful storms arose, partly from the visita- 
tions of Providence, and partly from the rage 
^ -^ of faction and the virulence of religi- 
j * ,. ^^^ animosity. One of the most dreadful 
earthquakes* recorded in history over- 

• See AppcDdix. 
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whelmed the capital^ a fire and a fitmine suc- 
ceeded, and those whom the first calamity 
spared, fell a prey to the last. In addition to 
these ills, sufficient of themselves to be spread 
over the longest reign, a terrible conspiracy 
broke out, which had nearly cost the king his lifis* 
In September 1758 his majesty was attacked by 
a&sassins, in a solitary place, near his palace of 
-Selem, and with ^fficulty escaped* Imipediately 
after, imprisonment followed imprisonment, and 
the wheel and the sca£R>ld reeked with the no- 
blest blood. . The most illustrious families, on 
an accusation being preferred against them of 
having jcunedthe conspiracy, were almost ex- 
terminated ; but they were in general condemn- 
ed without &ir evidence, and their innocence 
has since been clearly ascertained* 

This conspiracy, which produced such hor- 
rible effects, is thought to have arisen from the 
xnixed motives of religion, politics, and gallan- 
try. The expulsion of the Jesmts, who were 
now become formidable to princes, and who were 
supposed to have been implicated in the plot, 
. soon after took place. The marquis of Pombal, in- 
deed, who, in quality of prime minister, govern- 
ed Portugal for many years with unbounded au- 
thority, spared neither individuals, nor societies 
that obstructed his designs, which appear to 
have been frequently arbitrary and cruel. 

When a war broke out between Spain A. D. 
and England, the former power, rein- i?^*- 
forced by the influence of their allies, 
the French, attempted to Ibrce his &ithful ma- 
jesty into the confederacy, and offered to garri- 
son the maritime towns of Portugal against the 
Eo^lish i but this proposal being rejected, an 
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invasion of Portugal ensued, though it produced 
no Tciy important confiequences. The enemy, 
indeed, was so very dilatory in its progress, 
though the capital itself was exposed, that it h 
doubted whether the motive might not have 
4>eeii to hasten the peace between England and 
France, in considenition of the great apparent 
danger of Portugal. The arrival of a few Eng- 
lish battalions, however, checked the career of 
Hie invaders : the kingdom was saved by British 
prowess, as the people on a former occasion had 
been relieved by British generosity. 

A. D Joseph dying, left only daughters. 

jjyjl Maria Frances Isabella, the eldest, and 
the present queen of Portugal, was mar- 
ried to her own uncle Don Pedro, by dispensa- 
tion from the pope, in order to prevent the 
crown from falling into a foreign family. One 
<^ tSie first acts of her reign was to dismiss the 
marquis of Pottibal, who had so long exercised a 
tyrannical power over his fellow subjects. This 
was a veiy piopular measure ; yet it must be al- 
lowed that the temper and habits of the Portu- 
guese nation require either a prince or a minis- 
ter, who has geniui» to project plans of reform, 
and resolution enough to caiTy them into execu- 
tion. This the worst enemies of Pombal allow 
that he possessed, and the nation are now reap- 
ing the benefit of some public measures which he 
forced upon them. 
^ j^ Pedro departed this life in the sixty- 

1786* ^^^^^ year of his age. A few years after, 
the queen fklling into a religious me- 
lancholy, which still incapacitated her for the 
cai'es of government, her son J6hn-Maria-Jo- 
BephLewis, prince <rf Brazil, as presumptive 
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heir to the crown, published an ecfict ^ j^jy 
daring, that in consequence of the on* ^yg^' 
happy situation of his mothery he would 
place his signature to public acts during her 
indisposition, and that no other change would be. 
made in the forms. 

In the late war, which involved, either nearlf 
or remotely, all the civilized world, Portugal 
was often threatened by the ephemeral govern- 
ments of Francer on account of its alliance with 
Britain ; and when Bonaparte, with equal good 
fortune and address, engrossed the whole power 
of the nominal republic, an invadon on the part 
of his ally the king of Spain took place, in which 
some territory was wrested from Portugal, while 
the French extorted a consideralde treasure from 
it, as the price of &rther forbearance* Its &ith- 
(Gi friends and allies, the British, were too much 
engaged in an extended . warfare to grant, that 
prompt and efi&cacious assistance which it had 
done on former occasions : but nothing was 
omitted that zeal and good fiuth could accom- 
plish, not only to maintain the independehce, 
but as &r as possible the integrity, <^ the Portu- 
guese dominions. 

Whether the gratitude of thiH nation will keep 
pace with the generous exertions that the crown 
of Great Britain made in its favour remains to be 
tried ; but certain we are, it cannot &il in this 
respect without incurring all the in&my which 
attaches to those who are unmindful of their be- 
nefactors. 
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THE subsequoit letter, addressed to & friend 
in Eo^and, by a gentleman attached to the 
Brkfsh factory in Lisbon, immediately after the 
eatthqnake) in 1755, gfvessucfaa Hvely picture 
of that dreadful catastrophe, <^ which be was m 
eye-witness, that it cannot Mi to be read with 
peipetual interest, and therefore deserves to be 
recorded in this p^ace. 

LtsbmyMv. 13, 1733. 
Dear Sir, 

I flattered myself I should have been ^1e to 
wiite to you upon a more agreeal^ subject than 
the present, and had sufficient reason to t)elieve9 
I shoidd have had the pl^sure of seeing you ere 
this In London ; but God has been pleased to or- 
der it otherwise ; and as no instance of the kind 
has happened in these parts of the work! lor 
some ages, I herewith send you an account of 
one of the most dreadful catastrophes recorded 
in history, the veracity of which you may en- 
tirely depend on, as I shared so great a part in it 
myself. 

There never was a finer morning seen than 
the first of November | the sun shone out in its 



d by Google 



rORTUGALm a^. 

full lustre ; the whole &cc of the tky was peN 
fectly serene and clear ; and not the least signal 
or warning of that aiq[iroachii^ event, which has 
made this ofice fiourishing, opulent, andpopo* 
lous city, a scene of the utmost horror and doo- 
lation, except only such as served to alarm, but 
sc:arpely left a moment's time to fly from the ge« 
nend destruction. 

It was OH the morning of this fatal day, be- 
tween the hours of nine and ten, that I was sat 
down in my apartment^ just finishing a letter, 
when the papers and taUe I was writing on, 
began to tremble with a gentle motion, which 
rather surprised me, as I could not perceive a 
breath of wind stirring ; whilst I was reflecting 
with myself what this could be owing to, but 
without having the least apprehension of the 
real cause, the whole house began to shake from 
the very foundation ; which at fir^t I imputed 
to the rattling of several coaches in the main 
street^ which usually passed th%t way, at this 
time, from Belem to the palace ; butonbeaiken* 
ing'more attentively, I was soon flndeceived, aa 
I found it was owing to a strange frightful kind, 
of noise under ground, resembling the hoUow 
distant rumbling of thunder* AOT this passed 
in less than a minute, and I must confess I now 
began to be alarmed, as it naturally occurred to 
me, that the noise might possibly be the fore-- 
runner of an earthquake, as <Mie I remembered 
which had happened about six or seven years 
ago, in the vdmd of Madeira, commenced in 
the same miuuier, thoi^ it did little or no d^- 
ms^^e. 

Upon this, I threw down my pen, and started 
upon my feet, remaining a mo^ient in suspense, 
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whether I should stay in the apartment, or nm 
iato the street, as the danger in both places 
seemed equal ; and still flattering myself that 
this tremor might produce no other efkcts than 
such inconsiderate ones as had been felt at 
Madeira ; but in a moment I ivas roused from 
my dream, being instantly stunned with a most 
horrid crash, as if eiirery edifice in the city had 
tumbled down at once. The house I was in 
shook with such vicdence that the upper stories 
immediately fell, and though my apartment 
(which was the first floor) &d not then share 
the same fate, yet every thing Mras thrown out 
of its place in such a manner, that it was with 
no small diflknilty I kept my feet, and expected 
nothii^ less than to be soon crushed to death, 
as the walls continued rocking to and fix> in the 
frightfiillest manner, opening in several places ; 
large stones falling down on every side from 
the cracks ; and the ends of most of the rafters 
starting out of the roof. To add to this terrify- 
ing scene, the sky in a moment became so 
gloomy, that I coiild now distinguish no par- 
ticular object : it was an Egyptian darkless in- 
deed, such as might be felt ; owing, no doubt, 
to the prodigious clouds of dust and lime, 
raised from so violent a concussion, and as 
some reported, to sulphureous exhalations, but 
this I cannot affirm ; however, it is certain I 
fiMmd myself almost choaked for near ten min- 
utes. . 

As soon as the gloom began to disperse, and 
the violence of the shock seemed pretty much 
abated, the first object I perceived in the room, 
was a woman sitting on the floor, with an in&nt 
i». her. arms, all covered with dust, pale, and 
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tretnt^Dg ; I asked her how she got hither ; but 
Iter constematton was so great, that she could 
g^ve me no account of her escape. The poor 
creature asked me, in the utmost agony, if I did 
not think the world was at an end ; at the same 
time she -complained of being choaked, and beg- 
ged, for God's sake, I would procure her a little 
drink ; upon this I went to a closet where I 
kept a large' jar with water, but finding it broken 
i& pieces, I told her she must not now think of 
quenching her thirst, but saving her life, as the 
home was just falling on our heads ; and if a se- 
cond shock came, would certainly bury us both. 
I bade her tfierefore take hold of my arm, and 
that I would endeavour to bring Jiier into some 
place of security* • 

I shall always look Upon it as a particular 
providence, that I happened on this occasi<Hi to 
be undressed, for had I dressed myself, as I pnv 
posed, when I got out of bed, in order to break- 
&st with a friend, I should, in all probability, 
have run into the street, at the beginning of the 
shock, as the rest of the people in the house did, 
and consequently have had my brains dashed 
out, as every ode of them had.- However, the 
hnminent danger I was in, did not hinder me 
from considering that my present dress, only a 
gown and slippers, would render my getting over 
tiiie ruins almost impracticable : I had) therefore, 
still presence of mind enough left, to put oti a 
pair of shoes and a coat, the first that came in 
my way, which Was every thing I saved, and 
ia this dress I hurried down stairs, the woman 
with me hokiing by my arm, and made directly 
to that end of the street which open^ to the 
Tagus ; but finding the passage this way cntii^-. 
Vol. XV. I 
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I7 blocked up with the fallen bouses to the 
limght of their second stories, I turned back to 
the other end which led into the^main stre^ 
(the common thorougb&re to the palace,) and 
having helped the wom^n over a vast heap of 
ruins, with no small hazard to my own life. 
Just as we were going into tUs street, as there, 
was one part I could not climb, over without the 
assistance of my hands, 9& wellasfeet, I desired 
her to let go her hold, which she did, remainii^ 
two or three feet behind me, at which instant 
there fell a vast stwie from a tottering waU, 
and crushed both her and the child in pieces* 
So dismal a spectacle at any other time woald 
have affected me in the highest degree ; but the 
dread I was in of sharing the same &te myself 
and the many instances of the same Idnd which 
presented themselves all around, were too shod^- 
ing to make me dwell a moment on this single 
object. 

I had now a long narrow street to pass, with 
the houses f n each side four or five stones high, 
all very old, the greater part already thrown 
down, or continually filing, and threatening 
the passengers with inevitable death at eytry 
step, numbers of whom lay killed be{pre roe, or 
wl^t I thought Eeu* more deplorable, so bruised 
aiid wounded, th^t they could not stir to help 
themselves* For my own part, as destructtcm 
t9 me. appeared unavoidable, I only wished I 
might be made an end of at once, and not have 
iny limbs broken, in which case, I could expect 
iV>thing else but to be left upon the spot, linger- 
iog in misery, like these poor unhappy wretches, 
\Kithout receiving the least s^pcour fnn|i any 
person. 
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As selF^preaervation, however, is the first law 
«^ nature, these sad thoughts did not so &r pre- 
Tail, as to make me totally despair. I proceed- 
ed on as ^t as I conveRiently could, though with 
the utmost caution, and having at length got 
olear of this horrid passage, I found myself safe 
and unhurt in the large open space before Su 
PauVs church, which had been thrown down a 
few minutes before, and buried a great part of 
the conjugation. Here I stood some time, con* 
sidering what I should do, and not thinkir^ my^ 
self safe in this situation, I came to the resohition 
of climbing over the ruins of the west end of the 
church, in order to get to the river side, that I 
xnight be removed, as &r as possible, from the 
tottering houses, in ease of a second shock. 

This, with some difficulty, I accomplished ; 
and here I fbund a {Rtidigious concourse of peo» 
pie of both sexes, and of all ranks and conditions) 
among whom I observed some of the principal 
canons of the patriaW^hal church, in their purple 
robes and rockets, as these all go in- the habit of 
bishops ; several priests who YagA run fi^om the 
altars in their sacerdotal vestments in the midst 
of their celebrating mass ; ladies half dressed, 
, and some j^rithout shoes ; all these, whom their 
mutual dangershad there assembled as to a place 
of safety, were on their knees at)>rayers, with 
the terrors of death in their countenances, every 
one striking his breast, and crying out mces* 
santly, Miserecwdia men Dios I 

Among this crowd, I could not avoid taking 
notice of an old venemble priest, in a stole and 
surplice, who, I apprehend, had escaped from 
St. Paul's. He was continually rnoving to a^ul 
fro among the pec^le^ exhorting them to repent- 
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ance, and endeavouring to comfort them. He 
told them, with a flood of tears, that God was 
grievously provoked at their sins, but that if 
they would call upon the Blessed Virgin, she 
would intercede for them. Every one now 
flocked around him, earnestly begging his bene- 
diction ; and happy did that man think him* 
self, who could get near enough to touch but 
the hem of his garment. Several I observed 
had little wooden crucifixes, and iic^^iges of 
saints, in their hands, which they offered me to 
kiss ; and one poor Irishman, I retnember, held 
out a St. Antonio to me for this purpose ; and 
when I gently put his arm aside, as giving him 
to understand, that I desired t» be excused this 
piece of devotion, he asked me, with some ia- 
dignation, " Whether I thought there was a 
God ?" I very believe many of the poor bigot- 
ed creatures, who saved these useless pieces of 
wood, left their children to perish. However, 
you must not imagine, that I have ipw the least 
inclination to mock at their superstMons, I sin- 
ciprely pity them ; and must own, that a more 
affecting spectacle was never seen. Their tears, 
their bitter sighs and lamentations, would have 
touched the most flinty hearts. I knelt down 
among them, and prayed as fervently as the 
rest, though to a much properer object, ^e^nly 
Being who could hear my players, or afford me 
any succour. 

In the midst of our devotions, the second . 
great shock came on, little less violent than the 
first ; and completed the ruin of those buildings 
which had been already much shattered. The 
cqnstemation now became so universal, that the 
shrieks and cries oi Miserecordia could be dis- 
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tinctly heard from the top of Si. Catherine's 

hill, at a considerable distance off, whither a vast 

number of people had likewise retreated ; at the 

same time we could hear the fell of the parish 

church there, whereby many persons were killed 

on the spot, and others mortally wounded.^ Yoir 

may jndge of the force of this shock, when I 

inform you, it was so violent, that 1 could scarce 

keep on my knees, tmt it was attended with- 

some circumstances st^ more dreadful than the 

former. — ^On a sudden, I heard a general outcry, 

** The sea is coming in, we shall be all lost." 

Upon this, turning my eyes towards the river, 

irhlch in that place is near four miles broad, I 

■ coujd perceive it heaving and swelling in a most 

unaccountable manner, as no wind was sdrring ;. 

and in an instant there appeared, at some small 

distance, a large body of water rising as it were. 

like a mountain* It came on foaming and roaiv 

ing, and rushing towards the shore vrith sucb^^ 

impetuosity, that we all immediately ran foroiur 

lives, as fast as possii^e ; many were actually 

swept away, and the rest above their waist Id 

water, at a good distance from the bank& For 

tny own part, I had the narrowest escape pos* 

sible, and should certainly have been lost, had I 

noft grasped a large beam that lay on the goound, 

till tttfe water returned to its chantkel, which it 

did almost the same Blatant, with equal rapidity. 

As there now appealed at least as much danger 

flrom the s^a as the land, and I scarcely knew 

whither to retire for safety ; but I took a sudden 

resolution of returning ba<^ with my clothes all 

dropping to the area of St. Paul's. Here ^ 

stood some time, and observed the ships tumb» 

ling and tossing about, as in a violent storm ; 
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some had broken their cabks^ and were carried 
to the other side of the Tagus ; others were 
whirled round with incredible swiftness ; several 
lai^ boats were turned keel upwards, and all 
this without any wind* It was at the time of 
which I am now speaking that the fine new quay, 
built entirely of rough marble, at an immenae 
expense, was entirely swallowed up, with all the 
people on it, who had fled thither for safety, and 
had reason to think themselves out of danger in 
such a place. At the same time a great number 
of boats and small vessels, anchored near it, (all 
likewise full of people, who had retired^ thither 
lor the same purpose,) were all swallowed up, 
as in a whirlpool, and* never more appeared* ^ 

This last dreadful incident I did not see with 
my own eyes, as it passed three or four stones' 
throws &om the spot where I then was, but I had 
the account as here given from several masters 
of ships, who were anchored within two or three 
hundred yards of the quay, and saw the whok 
catastrophe. One of them in particular inform- 
ed me, that when the second shock came on, he 
could perceive tlie whole city waving backwards 
and forwards, like the sea when the wind first 
begins to rise ; that the agitation of the earth was 
so great, even under the river, that it threw up 
his large anchor from the mooring, whi<^ swam) 
as he termed it, on the sur&ce of the water ; 
that immediately upon thiajjextraordinary con- 
cussion, the river rose at one© nearly twenty feet, 
and in a moment subsided ; at which instant he 
saw the quay, with the whole concourse of peo- 
ple upon it, sink down, and at the same tim^ 
«very one of the boats and vessels that were 
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fiear itwere drawn into the cavilfy which he 
supposes instantly closed upon them^ inasmuch 
as not the least sign of a wreck was ever seen 
afterwards. This account you may give full cre- 
dit to ; foe as to the loss of the vessels, it is con- 
finned by every one; and with regard to the 
quay, I went myself a few days alter, to con- 
vince myself of the truth, and could not ind 
even the ruins of a place, where I had taken so 
many agreeable walks, as this was the conunon 
rendezvous of the &ctory in the cool of the even- 
ing. I found it all deep water, and in some parts 
scarcely to be &thomed. 

This is the only place I could learn which was 
swallowed up in or about Lisbon, though I saw 
many large cracks and fissures in different parts, 
and one odd phenomenon I must not omit, which 
was communicated to me by a friend who has a 
house and wine cellars on ihe other side of the 
river, viz. that the dwelling house being first ter- 
ribly shaken, which made all the family run out, 
there presently fell down a vast high rock near 
it ; that upon this, the river rose and subsided in 
the manner already mentioned ; and immediate- 
ly a great number of small fissures appeared in 
seveml contiguous pieces of ground, from whence 
there spouted out, like 9LJet d'eau^ % large quanti- 
ty of fine white sand, to a prodigious height. 

I had not been long in the area of St. Paul's 
when I felt the third shock^ which though some- 
what less violent than the two former, the sea 
rushed in again, and retired with the same rapid- 
ity> and I remained up to my knees in water, 
though I had gotten upon a small eminence at 
some distance from the river, with the ruins of 
several intervening, houses to break its force. At 
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this iimC) I took notice the waters retired so im-' 
pietuously, that some vessels were left quite dry, 
iirhich before rode in seven fathoms of water. 
The river thus continued alternately rushing on 
and retiring several tinaes together, in such sort 
diat it was justly dreaded, Lisbon would now 
meet the same &te, which a few years ago, had 
beCallen the city of lima ;* and no doubt, had 
this place lain open to the sea, and the force of 
the waves had not been somewhat broken by the 
winding of the bay, the lower part of it at least 
would have been totally destroyed. 

The master of a vessel, which arrived here 
just after the first of November, assured me, that 
be felt the shock above fbrty leagues at sea so 
sensibly, that he really concluded he had struck 
upon a rock, iHl he threw out the lead, and could 
faxA no bottom, nor could he possibly guess at 
the cause, till the melancholy sight of Uiis de- 
solate city left him no room to doubt of it. The 
two first shocks, in fine, were so violent, that 
several pilots were of opinion, the situation 
of the bar at the mouth of the Tagus Was 
changed. Certain it is, that one vessel, attempt- 
ing to pass through the usual channel, foundered, 
and another struck on the sands, and was at first 
given over for lost, but at length got through. 
There was another great^shock after this, which 
pretty much affected the river, but I think not 
so violently as the preceding, though several 
persons assured me, that as they were riding on 
horseback in the great road leading to Belem^ 
one side of which lies open to the river, the 
waves rushed in with so much rapidity, that 

• .This bappetfcd in 1746. 
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they, were oblifed to gallop as &st as possible to 
tie upper grounds, for fear of being carried away. 
I was now in such a situation, that I knew not 
ivhich way to turn myself; if I remained there, 
I -was in danger from the sea ; if I retired fiir- 
tlier from the shore, the houses threatened cer- 
tskxn destruction ; and, at last, I resolved to go to 
ttke mint, which being a low and very strong 
l>viilding, had received no considerable damage, 
except in some of the apartments towards the ri- 
ver. The party of soldiers, which is every day 
set there on guard, had all deserted the place, and 
the only person that remained, was the com- 
manding officer, a nobleman's son of about se- 
venteen or eighteen years, of age, whom I found 
standing at the gate. As there was still a conti« 
nued tremor of the earth, and the place where wc 
now stood (being within twenty or thirty feet of 
the opposite houses, which were all tottering) 
appeared too dangerous, the court yard likewise 
being full of water, we both retired inward to 
mn hillock of stmies and rubbish. Here I enter- 
ed into conversation with him, and having ex- 
pressed my admiration that one so young should 
have the courage to keep his post, when every 
one of his soldiers had deserted . theirs, the an- 
swer he made was, " though he xvcre^ure the earth 
would often and BimtUow him vft^ he scorned to think 
ofjlyvn^from his float.'' In short, it was owing to 
the magnanimity of this young man, that the 
mint, which at this time had upwards of two 
millions of money in it, was not robbed ; and 
indeed I do him ho more dian justice in sayings 
that I never saw any one behave with equal ae^ 
renity and composure, on occasions much less 
dreadful than the presents I bdievelmightret 
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main in conrersation vsith him near five boons ; 
and, though I was now grown feint fix>m the 
constant fetigue I had undergone, and hamig^ 
not yet broken my fest^ yet this had not so muc^ 
effect upon me as the anxiety I was under for a 
particular friend, with whom I was to have din- 
ed that day, and who lodging at the top of a very 
high house in the heart of the city, and being a 
stranger to the language, could not but be in the 
utmost danger* My coQcem, therefore, for his 
preservation, made me determine, at all events, 
to go and see what was become of him, upon 
which I took. my. leave of the officer. 

As 1 thought it would be the height of rasht 
ness to venture backthiTiug^ the same narrow 
street I. had so providentially escaped from, I 
judged it safest to mtum over the ruins of St. 
Paul's to the river side, as the water now seemed 
little agitated. From hence I proceeded, with 
some hazard) to the large space bejR»e the Iiish 
convent of Corpo Santo, which had been thrown 
down^ and buried a great number of people who 
were hearing mass, besides some of the friars* 
The rest of die community were standingin the 
area, looking, with dejected countenances, to- 
wards the ruins. From this place I took my way 
to the back street leading to the palace, having 
the ship yard on one side ; but found the further 
passage, opening into the. principal street, stop- 
ped up by the ruins of the opera-lumse, one of the 
most solid and most magnificent buildings of 
the kind in Europe^ and just finished at a prodir 
gious expenoe. From hence I turned back, and 
attempted getting by the other way into the 
great square of the i^ace^ twice, as large as Lin* 
colnVm-fieldsy one side of which Mdi^n taken 
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up l}3r the noble quay I spdce o^ now no taort ; 
but this passage was likewise obstmcted by the 
ati^es Men fiom the great aiched gateway* I 
could not help teking partiecftilar notice that all 
the apartments wherein the ro3ral &nnly used to 
xeside were thrown down, and themselves, witl^ 
out Bome estraoR&iary mixade, must unavoida- 
%>ly have perished, had they been there at the 
tiioe ef the shock* Fuiding this passage im- 
practicable^ I tunied to the other arched way 
which led to the new squane of the palace, not 
the eighth part so Jai^ as the other, one side of 
which was ta^ben up by the patriarchal church, 
which also served for the chapel royal, and the 
cither by a most magnificent building of modem 
ttrchitecture,' probably, inde^i, by & the most 
so, not yet completely finished : as to the former, 
the roof and part of the front walls were thrown 
down ; and the laitter, notwithstancfing their soli- 
dity, lukd been so shaken, that seyeral large stones 
fell from the top, and every part seemed dis- 
jointed* The square was foil of coaches, cha- 
riots, chaises, horses, mules, deserted by their 
drivers and attendant as weU as their owners* 
The nobility, gentry, and clergy, who were 
assisting at divine service when & earthquake 
began, fled away mth the utmost precipitation, 
every one where his fears carried him, leaving 
the splendid i^paratus of the numerous altars 
lo the mercy i^ the first comer : but this did not 
so much afiect me, as the distress of the poor 
animals, who seemed sensible of their hard fate ; 
some few were killed, others wounded ; but the 
greater part, which had received no hurt, was 
left there to starve* 
Prom this square the way led to my friend's 
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lodgings, through a 16ng steep and narrow street f 
the new scenes of horror I met with there ex* 
ceed all description ; nothing could be heard but 
sighs and groans. I did not meet with a soid in 
the passage, who was not bewailing the death of 
his nearest relations and dearest friends, or the 
loss of all his substance ; I could hardly take a 
single step without treading on the dead, or the 
dying : in some places lay coaches, with their 
masters, horses, and riders, ahuoit orushed in 
pieces ; here, mothers with in&nts in their arms ; 
there ladies richly dressed, priests^ friars, gentle- 
men, mechanics ; either in the same condition^ 
or just expiring : some had their backs or thighs 
broken, odiers vast stones on their breasts ; some 
lay almost buried in the rubbish, and crying out 
in vain to the passengers for succour, were left to 
perish with the rest. 

At length I arrived at the spot opposite to the 
house where my friend, for whom I was so anxi- 
ous, resided, and finding thi& as well as the con- 
tiguous buildings thrown down (which made 
me give him over for lost) I now thought of no- 
thing else but saving my own life in the best 
manner I could ; and in less than an hour got 
to a public-chouse, kept by one Morley, near Uie 
English burying-^round, about half a mile frx>m 
the city, where I still remain, with a great num- 
ber of my countrymen, as well as Portuguese, 
in the same wretched circumstances, having al- 
most ever since lain on the ground, and never 
once within doors, with scarcely any covering 
to defend me from the inclemency of the night- 
air, which, at this time, is exceeding sharp and 
piercing.'^Perhaps yo\i may think the present 
idoleful subject here concluded ; but, alas I the 
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iHMToniof the fiist of November wirt suflnenl 
ie ^ a >K>hinie« As seoBtM it grew dai:k9 an- 
other scene piesented itseli^ litde less aiioddng 
tbaok those atoeady de8cribed-«*Uie wiiole city 
appeared in a blaze, wixich was so bii^t that I 
eould eaaly see to read by it. It may be said, 
wittout exagi^^ratioQ, it was on fire at least in 
an hun^bped different places at once, and thus 
e<»itiniied burning for six days tc^ther, with- 
out mtersHssion) ortiie leastattempt being noade 
to stc^ its prog^ss* 

It went on consuming every thing the earth* 
quake had spared ; 9nd the people were sode* 
jected and terrified, tiiat ,few or none had cou- 
rage enough to venture down, to save any part 
of their substance* Every one had hb eyes turn- 
ed towards the flames, and stood looldng on with 
silent grief, which was cHily interrc^ted 1^ the 
cries and shrieks of women and chikken csdling 
on the saints and angels for succour, whenever 
the eaith begsui to tremble, which was so often 
this night, and indeed I may say ever since, 
tiiat the tremors,^ more or less, did not cease for 
a quarter of an hour together* I could never 
learn, diat this teniUe fire was owing to any 
subterraneous eruption, as some reported, but to 
Uiree causes, which all concwring at the same 
time, will naturaUy account fw the pixxligious 
havoc it made : the first of November bdng Ail 
Saints day, a^lngh festival among the Portuguese, 
every altar in every church and chapel (some c^ 
whtchhave more than twenty) was iljuminated 
with a number of wax t&pers and lamps, a^ cus« 
tomary ; these setting fire Uy the curtains and 
timber work that fell with the shock, the confla- 
gration soon ^read to the neighbouring houses. 

Vol. XV. K 
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and being there Joined with the fires in the kit' 
cfaen chimneyS} increased to such a degree, that 
it might eauly have destroyed the whole city, 
though no other cause had concurred, especially 
as it met with no interruption. 

But what would appear incredible to you, were 
the &ct less public and notorious, is, that a gang 
of hardened villains, who had been confined, and 
got out of prison when the wall fell, at the first 
shock, were busily employed in settmg fire to 
those buildings, which stood some chance c^ 
escatmig the general destruction. I cannot con- 
ceive what could have induced them to this hel- 
lish work, except to add to the horror and confu- 
sion, that they might, by these means, have the 
better opportunity of plundering^ with security. 
But there was no necessity for taking this trou- 
ble, as they might certainly have done their bu- 
siness without it ; since the whole city was so 
deserted before night, that I believe not a soul 
remained in it, except those execrable villains, 
and others of the same stamp. It is possible 
some among them might have had other mo- 
tives besides robbing, as one in particular being 
apprehended (they say he was a Moor, con- 
^mned to tlie gallies)* confessed at the gal- 
lows, that he had set fire to the lung's palace 
with his own hand ; at the same time glorying 
in the action, and declaring with his last breath, 
that he hoped to have burnt all the royal fiunily. 
The fire in short, by some means or other, may 
be said to have destroyed the whole city, at least 
every thing that was grand or valuable in it. 
The damage on this occasion is not to be esti- 

♦ Thirty-four of these wrctchct were executed is a few 
4ay8. 
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mated ; but you may judge it must have been 
immense, from the few following particulars* 

All the fine tapestry, paintings, plate, jewels* 
furniture, Sec. of the king's palace, amounting to 
many millions, with the rich vestments and cost- 
ly ornaments of the patriarchal church adjoining 
(where service was performed with no less pomp 
than that of the pope's own chapel) ; all the 
riches of the palace of Bragan^a, where the 
crown jewels, and plate of inestimable value, 
with quantities of the finest silk tapestries, inter- 
woven with gold and silver thread, and hang- 
ings of velvet and damask, were kept ; all the 
rich goods and spices in the India warehouses 
under the palace, those belonging to the mer- 
chants of different nations in the opposite cus- 
tom-house, as well as those in the merchants' 
own houses, and dispersed among the numerous 
shops, v)cre utterly amaumed^ or lost ; even those 
fcvo effects that had the luck of escaping the first 
flames, found no security in the open spaces they 
were carried to, being there either burnt with 
the sparks that fell on every side, or lost in the 
hurry and confusion the people were then in, or 
(which I knew to have been the case of many 
persons property) stolen by those abandoned 
villains, who made their doubly wicked advan- 
tage of this general calamity. 

With regard to the buildings^ it was observed, 
that the most solid, in general, fell the first, * 
among which, besides those already mentioned, 
were, the granaries of the public com market ; 
the great royal hospital in the Rocieu, that ca|led 

• This circumstance seems to favour Dr. Stukcly'a opi- 
nion, that earth^akes are, in a great measure, owing to 
electrical ihocka. 
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the Miserecordia for the nimntenaTic<^ of poor 
orphan girls, most of whom perished ; the fine 
church and convent of Samt Dommgo, where 
was one of the largest and not^at libraries in 
Europe ; the grand church of the Carmelitesi 
supported by two rows c^ white marble pillars, 
with the miraculous image of our lady of mount 
Carmel, who could not save her favourite tem- 
ple from ruin ; the old cadiedral, which was of 
an excessive thickness ; the mi^ntficent churdi 
of the regular canons of St. Augustine, not 
much unlike our St. Paul's, though not to be 
compared to it £br bigness, and reckoned by 
connoisseurs &e finest piece of arcluteeture in 
Europe, where lay the bodies of the lae king 
John, and several of the royai famili^ whoiie 
monuments, by the &11 of the cupoll^ were 
crushed in pieces : the castle, or citadel, wherein 
the ancient archives, and recootis were repoaited ; 
the prison of the inquisition, or holy offibe, as it 
is called, with that of the Zimoeira, which was 
a palace of the Moorish kings, over which the 
supreme court of justice was held, for the try* 
mg of criminals. In short, it is impossibte to 
enumerate the particular damages in buil^ng^ 
only; to s^y all in one word, every paridi 
church, convent, nunnery, palace, and. publie 
edifice, with an infinite number of private houses^ 
were either thrown down, or so miseraldy shat- 
tered, that it is rendered dangerous to pass 
by them. As to the peo^e who lost their lives 
on this occasion, to say nothing of those who 
were crushed to death in their own houses, in 
some of which no less thap forty persons were 
Hilled (as a family lives on every fioor), either 
meeting with immediate death, or having had 
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their limbs brdken bytheMof the stones in the 
streets ; you may easily judge what prodigious 
numbers must have perished in the churches and 
convents, as the first shock happened at high 
mass, when they were assembkxl at their devo- 
tions. 

The whole number of persons that perished, 
inducing those that were burnt, or afterwards 
crushed to death whilst digi^g in the ruins, is 
supposed, on the lowest calculation, to amount 
to more than sixty thousand ; and though the 
damage in other respects cannot be computed, 
yet you may form some idea of it, when I as- 
sure you, that this extensive and opulent city 
is how nothing but a vast heap of ruins, that the 
rich and poor are at present upon a level, some 
thousands of fiimilies, which but the day before 
had been easy in their circumstances, being now 
scattered about in the fields, wanting every con* 
veniency of Ufe, and finding none able, to relieve 
them. 

A few days after the first consternation was 
over, I ventured down into the city, by the 
safest ways I could pick out, to see if there was 
a possibility of getting^ any thing out of my 
lodgings; but the ruins were now so augmented 
by the late fire, that I was so &r trom being 
able to distinguish the individual spot where 
the house stood, that I could not even distin- 
guish the street, amidst such mountains of stones 
and rubbbh which rose on every side. Some 
days after, I ventured down again with several 
porters, who, having Jong plied in these parts of 
the town, were well acquainted with the situa- 
tion of particular houses ; by their assistance, 
I at last discovered the spot i but was soon con- 
K 2 
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vinced) to dig fi»r mj thing thiene^ liieflidfis t&e 
^^aoger of such an attempti wonld oerer aaiswer 
the expence ; and What firther mduced me fx» 
•lay aside all thoughta of the matter, was tiie 
sight of the ruins still smoc^ng, from whence 
I knew for certain,. that those things I set the 
greatest value on must have been inecoverablf 
lost in the fire. 

On both the times Whto I attempted to raidBe 
this fruitless search, ei^iecially the first, there 
came such an intolerable stench bom the dead 
bodies, that I was ready to faint away ; and 
though it did not seem so great this last time, 
yet it had like to have been more fatal to me, 
as I contracted a fever by it ; but (^ whidi, 
God be praised, I soon got t\ff better* How- 
ever, tiiis made me so cautious for the fiitore, 
that I avoided passing n^r certain places, 
where tlie stench was so excessive that peof^ 
began to dread an infection : a gen^eman 
told me, that going into the town a fow days 
after the^earthquakes, he saw several bodies 
lying in the streets, some horribly mangled, 
as he supposed, by the dogs ; others half burnt ; 
S(»ne quite roasted ; ^)d that in certain places, 
particularly near the doors of churches, they 
lay in vast heaps, piled upon one another. 

They have been employed now for several 
days past in taking up the dead bodies, whidi 
are carried out into the sneighbouring fidds ; 
but the greater part still remain under the rub- 
bish, nor do I think it would be safe to remove 
them, even though it were practicable, on ac- 
count of the stench. 

I sh^H mention only one circumstance more, 
relating W this dreadful sifiair, as there appear* 
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ed aoifi^iiig ttety extraonlitiaiy in it. One 
Mr* BunnaMets ft HamlHirgb merchaat of this 
place, had received a letter from his partner at 
Hatnburgh, adviMng him to nsmove a large 
qoantity <tf flax, and other Enable eflteta, 
i&om ^e house he then resided in, to aeveral 
diMant urarehotises in different parts of the 
'^^^Ty gi^g eA a reason for Ihs deasving him Id 
use this precaution, that he had dreamed, Hir 
fourteen hights tc^ther, the city of Lisbon was 
sdi on fire. You may depend on thevenurity 
of the fiict, as here related, since Mr. Bar* 
master publicly shewed this letter to every body. 
But whether the advice was owing to any super> 
natural warning, or merely accidental, it was 
of no manner of significiition, as he did not pay 
the least regard to it ; so that his goods shared 
the same fote with the rest of his neighbours* 

Thus, my dear friend, have' I given you a 
genuine, though imperfect account of this 
terrible judgment, which has left so deep stn 
impression on my mind, that I shall never wear 
.H off. I have lost aU the money I had by me, 
and have saved no other dothes than what I 
have on my back ; but what I regret most, is, 
the irreparable loss of my books and papers. 
To add to my present distress, those friends to 
whom I could have applied on any other oc- 
casion, are now in the same wretdied circum- 
stances with myself However, notwithstand- 
ing all I have suffered, I do not think I hate 
reason to despair, but rather, to returh my grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the. Almighty, who 
hath so visibly preserved my life> amidst such 
dangers, where so many thousmids perinhed : 
and the same good Providence, I truat, wUl 
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ftdU cotitintie to protect me, aod point out some 
means to extricate myself out of these diflQcul- 
ties* 

As the place is in such disorder and confusjoD, 
that the administration of justice is put a stop 
tO) and it is not likely that any business will 
be carried on for some time, I intend to take 
my passage for England^ as soon as 9^ con- 
venient opportunity offers^ 

lam, he* 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 

CHAPTER L 

Ifvm the jicce»9ion of Euric to the SiUrvertkn of 
the Gothic Monarchy by the Moore* 

THE kingdom of Spain, situated between 
ten and three degrees of east longitude, and 
between forty-six and forty-four degrees of 
north latitude^ is bounded . by the Pyreoean 
mountains on the north, by the Mediterranean 
on the east, by the Strsdts of Gibraltar on the 
south, and by the Atlantic Ocean on the west 
It is said to be seven hundred miles long, and 
five hundred broad ; and is supposed to contain 
about ten millions of inhalntants, on a sur&ce 
of 1 50,763 square miles. 

The soil is naturally good, though in maiiy 
parts destitute of cultivation ; and the &ce of 
the country is prettily diverufied with extensive 
pastures, ferdle vineyai^s, and numerous plan- 
tations of mulberry trees, which afford suste- 
nance to myriads of sij[k worms, and offer an 
inviting umbrage to the way-worn traveller^ 
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Themoiifitams are clothed with verdure, and 
feathered with shrubs, to their very suminits } 
the valleys are annually crowned with an ez« 
uberance of odoriferous herbs, delicious fruits, 
and valuable drugs; and even the bowels of 
the earth are enriched with sevend invaluable 
txiines and quarries. Some salutiferous ^nrings 
are, also, found at Granada, Seville, and Cor^ 
dova ; and the refreshing breezes which fre- 
quently blow from the hills are admirably adapt- 
ed, by an all gracious Providence, to counter^ 
act the effects of the intolerable heat, to which 
the southern districts are eiq^osed, in the months 
of Jone, July, August, and September* 

Among the animal productions of this coun- 
try, faoraes claim the most distinguished placei 
aB being deemed the most handsome, swift, and 
aerviceahle of any in Europe; the sheep are 
universally famed for thdr beautiful wool; 
mules and black cattle are also tc^rably good ; 
and the wild bulls are so extremely ferocioust 
that a bull feast was formerly accounted one of 
the most magnificent entertainments at the 
Spanish court. Game and wiid fowl, similar 
to those of the neighbouring countries, abound 
in mo^ 4>f the prbvinces ; and the Spanish seas 
are stored with various and excellent species of 
fish* 

In ancient times, Spain was femed for its 
valuable mines of gold and silver, and, though 
these have disiq^ared, it still afFords iron, 
copper, lead, cornelian, agate, crystals, mar^ 
ble, porphyry, jasper, and various kinds of pre- 
<:ioua stones. The vegetable productions are 
also extremely numjerous, particularly oranges. 
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lemons, prunes, raisins, figs, almonds, olivesj 
and mulberries. 

Of the manufactures of this country, the most 
considerable are glass, porcelain, silk stocldngs^ 
esparto ropes, hempen cordage, wool, copper, 
and hardware. Barilla and salt-petre may be 
reckoned among the most valuable articles of 
commerce ; but the Spaniards, unfortunately 
for themselves, make gold and silver the prin- 
cipal branches of their exports and im^iorts, 
while thejconsuls, ageiits, and correspondents 
of other countries improve this national im- 
prudence to their respective advantages. 

The principal mountsdns of Spain are the 
Pyrenees which extend from the Bay of Biscay 
to the Mediterranean ; the Cantabiian moun- 
tains, which run from the Pyr6n6es to the At- 
lantic Ocean ; Mount Calpe, or the hill of Gib- 
raltar; and Montserrat, which excites the at- 
tention of every curious traveller by the singa- 
larity of its situation, form, and composition. 

The rivers most worthy of notice are, the 
Douro, which fells into the Atlantic Ocean. 
near Oporto ; the Tagus, which disembogues 
itself into the same ocean below Lisbon ; the 
Guadalquiver, which terminates at St. Lucar ; 
and the Ebro, formerly called Iberus, which 
fiills into the Mediterranean Sea, at a small 
distance from Tortosa. The chief bays are 
those of Biscay, Corunna, Ferrol, Cadiz, Vigo, 
Gibraltar, Alicant, Carthagena, Roses, Alteai 
and Valencia. 

Among the natural curiosities of Spsm we 
must enumerate the river Tinto, which petri- 
fies the sand in a most surpri^g manner,. 
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withers all the plants oa its banks, atid com- 
municates a yellow tinge to whatever is thrown 
iQto it ; the river Guachna, which, like the Mole 
in England, runs under gitmnd, and then rises 
^%2dn ; and the cave of St. Michael, near the 
rock of Gibraltar, in which a petrifying water 
continually drips from the roof, and lorms a 
prodi^ous number of beautiful stalactites* The 
royal cabinet, at Madrid, contains a great number 
of precious stones, marbles, or^, Sec. ; and is en- 
riched with a curious collection of ewers, cups, 
b^ons, vases, plates, and ornament^ pieces of 
amethyst, agate, and rock crystal, mounted in 
gold and enamel* 

The principal antiquities of this country are^ 
a magnificent aqueduct, erected by Trajan, 
over a deep valley near Segovia; a triumph^ 
arch, said to have been raised by the illustrious 
Hannibal, at Martorel ; the remains of a Ro- 
man theatre, now converted into a church, at 
Toledo ; a ruinous watch-tower near Cadiz ; 
and the royal palace of the Alhambra at Gi*a« 
nada, which is equally remarkable on account 
of its situation, architecture, and internal 
beauty. 

The kingdom of Spain was known to the 
ancients, by the names Iberia, Hesperia, and 
Hispania^ and, about the time of the Punic 
wars, it was divided into Citerior and Ulterior ; 
but it has undergone innumerable changes since 
that period ; and is now divided into the pro* 
vinces of Old and New Castile, Asturia, Ga* 
licia, Arragon, Biscay, Navarre, Leon, Cata- 
lonia, Valencia, Murcia, Granada, A^dalu^a, 
and Estramadura. 
Madrid, the capital of this country, is a dirty 
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tncomfiMtable cttjr, m tlie pfotioce of New 
Castile^ The poputetkm » estknated at four 
hundred thouflftnd individui^ ;- «ad some of 
the streets are tc^rably iqncious ; but the 
houses are rendered extremely odious by the 
cireumstiaice of tiieir wiadours being grated 
with iron bars ; and the only wail Uiat surrounds 
the city is built of ipud. Lodgings are usually 
let at an exorbitant rate ; and the want df ta* 
vems and coffee-houses is severdy felt by fo- 
reigners : but provisions are moderatdy cheap ; 
and the palaces, or royal hunting seats, in tiie 
vicinity of the to¥^, are worthy of admiration. 

Burgos, thoi^h formerly the cajntal of the 
kingdom of Castile, has now sunk into ob- 
scurity, and is only remar]^ble for its cathe- 
dral, which is one of the finest Gothic stnic* 
tures in Eurape« 

Cadiz, the great emporium of Spanish com- 
merce, is situated on a small island near the 
continent of Andalusia, and joined to the main 
land by a fortified bridge. The streets are 
narrow, dirty, and much infested with rats; 
but the harbour is excellent, and the ac^acent 
scenery beautifully rural. 

Seville is a spacious and well built town, on 
the banks of die Guadalquiver ; but greatij 
decayed both in wealth and population. The 
steeple of Seville cathedral is accounted one of 
the greatest curiosities in Spain ; a Gothic cas- 
tle in the suburb of Friana is said to have been 
the first seat of the Spanish inquisition ; and 
the wall of the city seems to have been of 
Moorish construction. 

Cordoya, in the province of Andalusia, con- 
tains a magnificent cathedral, and some exten* 
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nve palacea belonging to the inquisition; but 
the streets are mean and dirty, and the chief 
trade of the inhabitants consists in a particular 
kind of leather called cordovan. 

Barcelona is a handsome circular city, si- 
tuated on the Mecfiterranean, and said to have 
1>een founded by Hamilcar Baircas. The gene- 
rality of the houses are lofty, and the streets 
are well paved and lighted. The inhabitants, 
-wrho are computed at about 150,000, supply 
the Spanish troops with most of their arms and 
clothing; and their bravery was demonstrated 
in 1714 by their sustaining a siege against a 
powerful army: but they are unfortunately 
bigoted to the fopperies of popery, and, on the 
eve of All Souls, they render themselves truly 
ridiculous by running from house to house to 
eat chesnuts, under the absurd idea that for 
every chesnut they swallow with due faith the 
sotil of a fellow creature will be delivered from 
purgatory. 

Malaga is a large and populous city, sur- 
rounded with a double wall, strengthened by 
several towers, and commanded by a Moorish 
castle. The streets are in general narrow ; 
but the cathedral is a stupendous structure ; 
and. the city is rendered famous by its great 
antiquity, and the luxuriant fertility of the 
circumjacent country. 

Valencia is a spacious city, surrounded by 
lofty walls ; and its archbishopric is said to be 
one of the best in Spain r but the streets are 
crooked, dirty, and narrow ; the decorations of 
the churches are rather tawdry than magnifi- 
cent; and a considerable part of the popu- 
lation connsts of i^ests, nuns, and fnars. 

Vol. XV. L 
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Bilbea is {rfeadantly sttiiated on the banks &t 
the Ybaizabal ; and coataiBs about eight h«»- 
dred houses, with a &ie square by the water 
side. The streets are remarkably lerel; deaiy 
and well paved^ and the adjacent scenery is 
highly picturesque and interesting. 

Gibraltar, which was tidien by the English 
in 1704, and afterwards defendbd with extra- 
ordinary gidlantry against the umted forces €i 
France and Spain, is a coniHiodious port, and 
admirably situated for commamMng the ea- 
trance into the Levant and Mediterranean* I 
The town is so completely environed by lofty I 
hills, and so strongly fortified both by art ^ad | 
nature, as to be ahnost inaccessible ; tlie har- , 
bdur is well planted with cannon; and the i 
strength of the garrison is judiciously adq>ted j 
to the importance of the place. 

The other principal cities in Spam are Es- 
curial, in the province of New Castile> &m<ms 
for its magnificent palace ; Salamanca, a beaa- 
tiful and opulent town in Leon ; Gran^ida, con- 
taining the magnificent palace of ^e Alhan- 
bta ; Carthagena, in Murcia, noted .for its naa- 
nufactures of esparto ropes and cables ; To- 
ledo, situated on the river Tagus ; Compost^la 
in Galicia ; Oviedo in Asturia ; Saragossa in 
Arragon ; Roses in Catalonia ; Pampeluna in 
Navarre ; and Badajos in Estramadura. The 
Eifropean islands belonging to this kingdom * 
are those of Majorca, Yvica, and Minorca. 

The generality of the Spaniards are of a mid- 
dle stature and Well proportioned ; their c<»n- 
plexion is dark, and their eyes and countenances 
are remarkably expressive* The men are 
famed &»* their aecrecy, temperance, and fi* 
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deli tff and the women have been fi^equen% ex* 
lolled on aocoant of their .personal cbartns i 
but the virtnes of the former are sadly tamkbed 
hy the just impatation of indoknoe, phdey and 
jealousf ; and the beauty of the latter is udd to 
e»st chiefiy in th^r novels and romanoes. How*- 
ever, as the inhabitants of the Spanish provinces 
differ xmiteriaRy from each other, it may be 
proper to |^ve thdr characters in the laogoa^ 
f^ a justly celebniled traveller. ^ The Catalam, 
says Mf> Sffinbiinii) ^ are an active sdiring set 
rji men, who seem well calculated fi>r bu^i^- 
neas, travellings and manufiactures ; the Va- 
leBckuis are a more sedate race, better adapted 
ti» tte oceupiidoiis of fajQsbandry^ less ei^er to 
ehange their situation, and of a more timid and 
sttapidoiiS mst of mind than the fisrmer ; the 
Audaliisians seem to be the greatest talkers of 
Bpain; the New CastiUans are, perhaps, the 
imat industrious of the whole nation ; tiae Old 
Castilians sac laborious, and retain much of the 
sancieal simplicity of manners ; the An^agonese 
«re a mixttne of Castilian and Catalan, rather 
inclining to the former; the Biscayners are 
acute and diligent, but impatient of contronl ; 
and the Galiciaas are a plodding race of mor* 
"tals, who roam over Spain in search of a hardly 
earned subsistence." The bull feasts, or fights 
c^ cavaliors, farm a strydng trait in the manners 
of the Spaniards ; dancing is, also, so Itnivec- 
aally admired, that a grandmother, modier, and 
daughter, frequently join in the same country 
4ance; and nocturnal serenades are very fre- 
quent in the principal cities* 
^ The government of Spain is that of an al^ 
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Bolttte hocditaiy nMUiarchy ; and females are 
capable of succession* The king is inaugucated 
bj the delivery of a sword, without the cere- 
jBooay of coronati<m ; his eldest son is called 
^prince of Asturias;" and hb youngest chil- 
dren of both sexes are distinguished by the ap- 
pellation of in^t^s. 

The privy connci], consisting of a number of 
grandees appointed by the king, is only autho- 
rized to prepare and c^gest papers for the cabinet 
council, in which the direction of the execudve 
government is vested ; the council of war takes 
cognizance of all military afiairs ; and. the 
coundl of Castile is the supreme law tribunal* 
Courts of royal audience are established in Se« 
viUe, Saragossa, Valencia, and Barcelona : and 
there are several subordinate tribunals for the 
police, finances, &c* The government of Spa- 
nish * America forms a separate system, and is 
delegated to various magistrates, who, in their 
respective ^stricts are almost absolute. A 
council for the Indies is established in Old 
Spain, and consists of a governor, four secre- 
taries, twenty-two counsellors, and other officers* 
The Gortes, or parliaments of the kingdom, are 
abolished, and even the faint remains of their 
constitution seem to be threatened with anni- 
hilation* 

The military force of Spsdn is computed at 
ninety thousand me^n, including regulars and 
militia ; and the navy consists of seventy sail.of 

* The foreien powcssions of Spain, besides those in 
America, are the islands of St. Lazaro, the Ladrones, and 
the Philippines, in Asia; and the towns of Aran, Ccut^ 
and Manlquiver, in Africa, 
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fhe fine, three ships 6f "fiftf gtms, BtV^hte^s fc 
FrigateS) nineteen sloops, two fire ships, aUd tw^ 
iiospital shJps. 

The annual fevcnnes, arising to €he king 
from Old Spain, amount to five mTRkms «tef- 
lltig ; and these form ^t best support of ffk 
government : for-thoogh his American mcofott 
t>e very great, it is generally erabexzled trt an- 
ticipiEted before it reaches his coral. The lant^) 
-w^hence the internal revenues arise, are so various 
€ttid arbitrary that it is impossible to Ihc them 
xviA any degree of precision* 

The estabtiBhed religion of "Spain is popery ; 
and the inhabitants have been so steady in tfife 
profesision and practice of its greatest absur^ttes, 
that their sovereign is distinguished by the epi- 
thet of " most Catholic.^ The infamous tribtl- 
tial of the inquisition is also established in this 
country 5 but the power of the ecclesiastics haS 
i>een considerably reduced tof late years ; and ft 
royal edict has been promulgated to prevent thfe 
admission of novices into convents without spe- 
cial permission. It is, however, computed that 
tfiere are now in "Spain fifty-ibur thousand friirsi 
thirty-four thousand nuns, and twenty thousahA 
^secular clergy. There are, likewise, eight arch- 
bishoprics, forty-six tMioprics, and twi^nty-fijut 
tmiversities. 

Such of the Spanish nctoility and gentry as 
are unmixed with Moorish families are distin- 
guished by the general appdlatioti of «* Hi- 
dalgo ;•' and are divided into princes, dukes, 
marquiases, counts, viscounts, and other inferior 
titles* The orders of knighthood are those of 
the Gdden Fleece, Calatrava, St. Jago deConk- 
L 2 
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posteHa, Mantes^ The LsKly of Mercy, (^ailes 
IIJU and Akaatara. 

The Spanish language is expressive and mjfc- 
jeslic ; and might be called a spurious Latin- 
were it not for several exotic words and tenmoa- 
tionsf that have bjeen introduced by the. Goths 
and Moors. It makes but an indifferent figure 
in translation ; but it may be considered as a 
standard tongue, having retauied its purity for 
nearly two hundred years. 

literature cannot be expected to flourish un- 
der so despotic a government as that of Spain : 
there are, however, some good productions, in 
the Spanish language, on various literary sub- 
jects ; and several of the cities and palaces ex- 
hibit striking specimens of Spanish painting, ar- 
chitecture, and sculpture. 

It appears expedient to commence our history 
of Spain with the accession of Euric, who is 
commonly con^dered as the founder of the 
Gothic m<Hiarchy in that country : but in order 
to render it the more perspicuous and intelligi- 
ble, we must take a rapid survey of the general 
statje of affairs not only in Spain, but likewise in 
the adjacent nations. 
^ ^ The eastern coasts of Spain were, at 

^5^ ' this time, possessed by uie Romans* 
though tlie power of that people had 
suffered a sensible diminution ; the western part 
of the country was subject to Resimond, king of 
the Sueves, who bad secured his territories by 
a prudent marriage with the daughter of Theo- 
dorie ; and the interior provinces, together with 
those on tlie frontiers of Gaul, were held by the 
VTisigoths, who had fixed the seat of their king- 
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<iom at Thftukmsflb Leo I. unjed the Keptie 

of the eastern empire, and po Mewed sufiaent 

»iithofitf to nominate an empevor of the west : 

and the Vandals were masters of all the coasts 

opposite to Spaki) vnder tiidr moaarcb Genseficy 

w^ho had rendered himseli formidable to all his 

enemies, and was generally acknowledged as a 

la.wfol prince. All these nations profieased the 

religion d Christ ; bat the Visigoths, Sueves, 

and Vandals, were unhaf^y contaminated with 

the p^nicioiis heresy of Arius ; aod'they a{^)ear 

to have acted with gx^eat cruelty toward the 

Catholic inhabitants of some GaHic and Spanish 

provinces which had been torn from the Roman 

et&fnre. 

Euric, having obtained possesuon ctf those ex- 
tensive dcHninions which had been acquhcd bf 
the valour of his Either Theodoric, ccmceived the 
design of drivii^ the Romans entirely out of 
Spain; and actixdly made himself master of 
Pampeluna, Saragoesa, Catakmia, Valencia, and 
Lusitania* Some strenuous exertions were in* 
deed made, by the nobility and gentry, against 
this encroachment of the Visigoths ; but these 
were rendered abortive, and £uric, having pro- 
vided for the safety of his new conquests, led his 
victorious army into Gaul, where he successively 
reduced the important cities of Tours, Bourges, 
and Clermont. 

On the deposition c^ Augustulus, and the 
subversion of the western empire, Euric. ac* 
cepted a proffered alliance with Odoacer, king of 
the Heruli ; and made himself master of Aries 
and Marseilles, which had hitherto remained in 
the hands of the Romans. The Burgundians 
were alarmed at the augmenting power of their 
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inaMKoeigbbsiu^ and endeaxnoKdi^ vmst tht 
lifog^ftMof hh mnaa^ by «iakiag en iinipaoii ia- 
toioB terntarm : but they mere oon^dled to 
tttneat with c«Baidei»ble loss ; joid £«rie deimt- 
^ tbe reinainder<Q£ Ibb RSe to <Aiie dnjoysoaetit of 
f^aoe aad tiw cidtiitetif» of the milder arts* 
HediedtBllieniiieteeDthjearofhiiiei^; anil 
leftfais Spanish and OalKc domiiuoDB to his MD 
Aiaiic. 

-. Euiic's successor cominawed liis fok 

^^ ' vemnieBt wkh great tnildiiess, and pro- 
ladkd lor the security of Iris subjects by 
cspottsing a dsnghter cif Theodoric, king ^ ^le 
Ostrogoths* He ateo caused the Theodofinan 
code of laws to be abridged by one of ^le most 
tauned lawyers of that B/gt; and exerted irim* 
«elf to compose some difierenees wiwch had ari- 
sen between his predecessor and the king oE tlie 
Franks : but in the latter attempt he nnfortwiate^ 
iy &iled^ and hostilities ensued, wl»eh termi- 
nated in his deith) and the utter defeat of his 
most gallant ftsroes* 

-^ After this catastiophe, which hap- 

^Q^ * pened within nine miles of Poitiers, 
some 'of the ^teran ofikdrs of the Visi- 
goths reined into ®pain, with Atnalaric the only- 
surviving son of their deceased master. The 
major part of the troops, however, refused to 
invest an infant with the sovereigitty fit so cM- 
cal a junelare ; and consented that Gesalaic, a 
i)aturalHK>n nf Alaric, ^hotild assume the regd 
^gnity. 

Gesalaic had scarcely aseended the vacant 
tfanme, before he was defeated by the Burgtin- 
dians, and compelled to flee into Spain, whence 
he was afterwards driven into Afnca ; whilst 
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the Visigotbs,haTk)g receivedsomepowerfi^ 8ac« 
cours from Theodoric, refluraed their wonted cott- 
Tsigey and obliged both the Franks and Burgun- 
^Uans to abandon thdr late cooquests. The 
Jckig of the Ostrogoths cbdmed the country of 
Provence, as a remuneration for his asustance on 
this occasion : but he governed the rest of 
Alaric*s territories merely as regent for Aroia* 
laric, and entrusted the administration with a 
person of knowa merit and ability* 

After an absence of about jKNjr years, Ge« 
salaic returned into Gaul, and raiscti a nume- 
roiis body of forces in order to attempt the re* 
covery of scNXie <^ the Spanish cities : but he 
was soon encountered and slain by part of Theo* 
dopic's.army ; and Amalaiic, having atttdned 
to years of maturity, was put in possession of 
his Other's dominions* 

Shortly after he had assumed the reins ^ ^ 
of gi^emment, Amalaric became en- ^^S. 
jtmoured oi Clotilda^ dai^hter of Ckms, 
and the nuptials were ^sdemnized with great 
magnificence : but his subsequent conduct was 
so base and unmanly, that the unhappy princess 
sent an affecting description of her sufiecings 
to her brethren, among whom the kingdom of 
the Franks was divided, and earnestly requested 
them to interfere on her behalf. Hereupon Chil- 
debert, king of France, marched with a power- 
ful army into the territories of the aggressor, 
and gained a decisive victory over the Vis^oths* 
Anudaric fell a sacrifice to the resentment of his 
invaders ; Clotilda, dying on the road to her 
brother's dominions, was interred with her royal 
Either in the monastery of St.- Genevieve i mi 
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the conqueror enriched his churches with tlie 
treasures of his &Uen adversary. 

The royal fiunily of the Goths bang ^ditxct^ 
It was necessary to fill the Tacamt throne by <^ilsBC^ 
tion ; and the general ch<»ce feU upcn Tfaeudis, 
who had gov^^ned Spain with unblemished repu- 
tation,during the minoiity of the deceased princeb 

Theudis had scarcely assumed the royal Mile 
hefore the princes of the Frafildi^^ l^esolved to drive 
both him and his Gothic streets out of GauU 
This design, tibwever, was suspended for some 
time, and erentually frustrated by the prudence 
and conduct of the new king. But he wa% ao^i 
after, repulsed with ignommy by some imperial 
forces whom he attempted to expel from the ci^ 
of Ceuta, in Africa ; and, on his return to Spain^ 
lie was assa$unatdd by a pretended maniac 

jj The Visigoths hamg performed their 

€48. ^^ moumfiil duties to their deceased 
master, conferred the supreme dignity 
upon one of their oommanders, named Theo» 
dosile : but his mtemperance, lust, and cruelty 
l«Bdered his n^ «o odious, that a ccm^iracy 
Was soon formed against his person, and he 
was murdered at sia entertainment, after he had 
disgraced the regal t^ £ot abcmt seveate^ 
inonths. 
^ j^ Upon the <kath of this tyrsoit, Agila 

549t ^^ placed on the vacant throne ; but 
as his elevation had resulted endrdy 
from the choice of the conspirators, without any 
of the usual forms, many of the nobihty were 
disgusted ; and a general s^rit of disaffectiM 
began to appear in several of the provinces. 
T^ people of Cordova not oi^y r^sed to sc* 
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kocnrledge him for theiir sovereign) but bad ic« 
course to arms, and defeated him in a pitched 
battle ; a body of imperial troopsy under the 
comxnand of I^beriua^ joined the malecootentSy 
and took possession of all the maritime country 
from the fortress of Gibraltar to the confines of 
ValeiK:ia ; and Agila was eventually put to death 
by the nobles who attended upon his person, but 
'vHo were provoked l^ his insolenc^, and dis- 
tracted at the idea of the civil war which had 
fbUowed his election. 
. Xhe news of Agila's death was im> . .^ 
aoc»ier made puMicy than Athanagilde) ^^^ ' 
a Visigoth of noble e&traction, who had 
tiiken an active part in the late rebellion, was 
proclaimed king with universal acclamations ; 
and, by his ccmiBiand, the seat of the Gothic 
monarchy was removed to Toledo. The com- 
nfeencement of his reign was extremely mild ; 
and his sul^ects rejoiced in observing that he 
rather chose to e^abtish his authority on their 
affections than their fears. A temporary aburm 
\vas, indeed, excited by some unwarrantable en- 
cr(»achment8 oi the Imperialists : but this was 
aoon and effectually obviated by the zeal of 
Athanagilde and the bravery of his adherents. 
The remainder of his life, exclusive of s<MDe do* 
raestic vexations which arose from the marriage 
g£ one of his daughters with the king of Soissons, 
was passed in perfect traaquiHky ; and he died, 
in the thirteenth year of his reign, equally ve- 
nerated by his subjects and respected by his 
neighbours* 

An interregnum of five months succeeded 
the death oi this amiable prince ; and, during 
that period, the nation suffered severely from 
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the private views and jesdousies of the nobles/ 
and from the bold innovations of the Imperi- 
alists. At length, however, the inhabitants of 
most of the cities became discontented, and the 
nobles deemed it expedient to provide for their 
own safety by making choice of a king* 

This resolution being adopted, Liuva, govern- 
or of the Gothic provinces in Gaul, was nomi- 
nated as the successor of Athanagilde ; and it 
is universally agreed by historians, that no in- 
dividual was ev€ir more deserving of a crown, for 
piety, prudence, and bravery were hapfnly uni- 
ted in his character, and his patriotism induced 
him to lay aside every thought of private advan- 
tage, in order to devote his whole attention to 
the welfare of his subjects. Perceiving the 
necessity of a careful administration in the 
Gallic provinces, and knowing that the Visi- 
goths might be easily expelled from their Spa- 
nish dominions if they had not a chief of dis- 
tinguished abilities in that country, he associated 
his brother, Leovigilde, in the regal dignity, 
and requested him to reside at the court of 
Toledo ; whilst himself remained in Gaul, and 
took every possible precaution for the preserva- 
tion of his people's security, and the augmenta- 
tion of their felicity. These excellent designs 
he fully accomplished ; and died universally re- 
gretted, in the year five hundred and seventy- 
two, after an honourable and useful reign of five 
years. 

Leovigilde had, previously to his brother's 
death, restored the reputation of the Goths in 
Spain by several great achievements : and, oa 
his becoming sole monarch, he determined to 
chastise all the revolted provinces, and to reduce 



d by Google 



them under that fonn of government which he 
thought proper to impigse. This great design 
was accomplished with complete success ; and 
Leovigilde had the satis&ction of observing tha 
the reputation of his arms increased with every 
campaign ; and that his government was now 
established in perfect security. 

Anxious to improve this &vourable conjuncture 
to the advantage of his own family, he prevailed 
on the Visigoths to admit the association of his 
two sons, Hermenigilde and Recaied^ as heirs 
expectant of the kingdom, and as possessors of 
a certain share of the regal authority. He also 
concluded a marriage between Hermenigilde 
and the princess Ingonde, and sent the young 
couple to keep their court at Seville : but, in con- 
sequence of some religious disputes, a civil war 
ensued between the father and the son ; and the 
latter being reduced to great extremities, was 
despoiled of all ensigns of royalty, and thrown 
into prison at Toledo. This quarrel, among 
other mischievous consequences, occasioned a 
violent persecution against the Catholic bishops 
and clergy, and gave rise to a general rebellion 
of the Vascons, who inhabited the countries of 
Navarre, Jacca, and Guipuscoa. 

While the king was employed in suppressing 
this revolt, Hermenigilde escaped from his pri- 
son, and took the best measures for his security 
by fortifying himself in Seville : but that city 
was reduced to such extremities, by Leovigilde, 
that the unfortunate prince was obliged to quit 
it, and to retire to Cordova, where he was again 
made prisoner by his exasperated Either. From 
Cordova he was sent, in chains, to Seville, and 
. shut up in a solitary tower, where he received an 
Vol. XV. M 
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offer of forgtTeness, on condition of his renounc- 
ing the catholic faith, and communicating vith 
an Arian prelate : but as he rejected these pitv 
posals with honest indignation, he was privatelf 
murdered by the royal command, and his only 
aon, whom he had by the princess Ingonde, was 
sent to Constantinople. - 

. J. Some time after this tragical occur- 

584. rence, Leovigilde turned his victorknis 
arms against the Sueves, who were un- 
der the power of an usurper named Andaca* 
He met with a very feeble resistance in his pas- 
sage to Brague ; and on the reduction of that 
city he banished Andaca to Badajos, and obl^d 
him to become a priest, in order to prevent any 
future disturbances from his intrigues or pre- 
tensions* Thus was the kingdom of the Sueves 
subverted ; and from this period the two nations 
of the SueTes and Visigoths acknowledged the 
flame sovereign. 

The Franks made a powerful irruption, about 
the same time, into Leovigildc*s Gallic domi- 
nions : but they were repulsed with considerable 
loss by the bravery of prince Rechared ; and 
the young conqueror acquired a considerable de- 
gree of popularity, at his return, by espourang 
the daughter of a powerful and opulent Goth. 
Toward the latter end of the year Leovigilde 
died, in an advanced age, at Toledo ; and is 
said, by some historians, to have been reconciled 
to the catholic faith : but this fact is by no 
means indisputable. 

In the character of Leovigilde, as in those of 
most heroes, we perceive a combination of good 
and evil qualities. Ambitiwi, avarice, and 
cruelty have been justly charged upon him by 
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jaioGt writers ; yet biitorical justice compels us 
to observe, that he was a brave commander^ a 
l^r^at ecoEU)mist9 a lover of equity, and an able 
politician. He reduced a disot^ered government 
to perfect regularity ; revised and enforced those 
salutary laws which^ from the time of Alaric,- 
li.ajd been shamefully neglected ; settled a royal 
treasury, and regulated the Enances ; overawed 
tlxe Imperialists^ and the neighbouring barbarians 
by the terror of his arms ; and, by cajoling, cor- 
rupting, and dividing his enemies, gradually pre- 
pared them for subjection. He was the first 
king of the Visigoths who assumed the insignia 
of royalty ; and he conducted himself on all oc- 
casions with such fortitude and majesty, that he 
was much more respected than any of his prede- 
, censors. , All ranks and descriptions of people 
submitted to his authority and executed his com- 
iiiands without murmuring $ and it is evident 
that this general obedience resulted principally 
from a conviction of the solid advantages which 
urose from . hi§ uniibrin and well regulated aQ- 
xuinistration. 

Kecared, the only surviving son of ^ _. 
Leovigilde, was raised to the vacant .3^ ' 
.throne, immediately after his father's 
decease ; and his first care was to pursue the 
negociations which had been opened in the late- 
reign between the Visigotlis, and their powerful 
ndghbours the Franks. At the courts of Or- 
leans and Burgundy, the proposed accommoda- 
tion was rejected with contempt 2 but Chil- 
debert, king of Austrasia> laid aside his hostile 
intenttPQs, and, after mature deliberation, con- 
cluded a defiiiitive treaty of peace* The forces 
of Gontran, king of Orleans, tnade an irrupticm^ 
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into the provinces which the Vtngoths still Iteld 
in Gaul, and obtained some important advan- 
tages ; but they were at length attacked by the 
army of Recared, and repulsed with prodigious 
slaughter. 

Whilst the Visigoths were triumphing^ in the 
happy effects of Uiis victory, Recs^^ made a 
public acknowledgment of 1^ conversicm to the 
catholic &ith, and at the same time pr(^>osed the 
introduction of that religion into all parts of his 
dominions. An innovation, so bold in its nature 
and so important in its consequences, might be 
naturally supposed to occasion much commotion 
in the kingdom ; and, though it was received 
with all the exterior marks of approbation, it was 
followed by several alarming conspiracies against 
the king's person and government. * These, 
however, were all discovered and frustrated ; 
and, in spite of all ^he exertions of the Arian > 
prelates and nobility, the catholic religion was 
hrmly established in a solemn assembly at Tole- 
do, and the conversion of the Visigoths became 
a national act. 

Having accomplished this great work, Reca- 
red espoused the princess Clodosinde, sister of 
Ingonde, and sent ambassadors to pope Gre- 
gory the Great, in order to procure ati extract 
of the treaties between his predecessor, Athana- 
gilde, and the emperor Justinian, that he might 
clearly understand the terms upon which the 
Imperialists still retained certain territories in 
Spain. He also chastised some Gascons who 
l^d made an irruption into his dominions, and 
made some laudable exertions for the amend- 
ment and promulgation of various salutary laws^ 
but whilst he was devoting his entire attention t« 
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I feKcUjritf Jus pe(^9 lie wift seiaed with a 
fi& of illaeaswUch termiikated m his death, after 
mOik equitable a&d glorious re^ of fifteen years. 
The respect for the mewory and vi?- ^ ^ 
tiaes of Recared was so universal, that (j^j/ 
lK>th the nol»lity and commonalty were 
suaxioiift to preserve the crown ki lus fiunily, and, 
93 he had no le^dmate issue, they beslpwed the 
iT^gftl dignity upon his natuxal son, liuva, who 
mppears to have be^si a youth of engpaging man- 
ners and promising abilities* This prince, how* 
ev«r, was unHiH^aoately betniyed into an impru* 
4ent action against the Imperialists ; and the 
ti^tinr, who led ham into this error, not only 
iwent over to the t^posite party, but basely d^ 
posed the king, thrust him into prison, and evenp- 
tiialJy caused him to be put to death. < 

Tim treacheioua Witeric was immedi*- ^ ^ 
•tely proclaimed king by his usprin- ^^' 
cjjpkd adherents ; and his accession was 
xiKarked by a vigorous war against the Imperial- 
ists, whom he reducctd to great distress at the 
b^tk eS Siguenca. He ^rwards attempted 
to^frrm a powejful alliance agaiost Theodoric, 
kmg of Burgundy, who had demanded his 
daughter in marriage, and then refused to eonr 
PHmmaie the Bi«pSds; but, the ks^gue being 
««dden]y diaoolved, he became an oby^t of der 
fisijOQ to all his neighbours ; and his subjects 
were so discontented with his government, that 
be was soon taken? off by assas^nation, and his 
OMpse, alter beii^ dra^^ through the streeU 
with every m^h of ignonuny, was deposited in 
a place appropriated for the sepulture of cooat 
owin makifaeUffs. 

M 3 
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' Gundemar, a man of considefable note 
^\^' among the Visigoths, and one of the 

leaders of the kte rebellion, was next 
elected to fill the vacant throne. He studied^ 
from the very commencement of his reign, to 
maintain an amicable correspondence with the 
Franks ; and it has been asserted, that he pur- 
chased their fiiendship by an annual penskm : 
yet it is certain that he possessed much perscm- 
al bravery, and his successful expeditions against 
the Gascons and Imperialists, have entitled him 
to a considerable share of military reputati€>i]* 
He died in his own dominions, after a short reign 
of less than two years, and was universally re^ 
gretted on account of his piety, courage, and 
unfeigned patnotism* 
^ jj The regal dignity was now conferred 
^2^ * upo^ a person of the name of Sisebuty 

wb6 to many natural virtues added the 
accomplishm^itSBnd advantages of sound era* 
dition» The beginning c^ his reign was dis- 
turbed by two insurrections, one <^ the Rucon% 
and the other of the Astmians ; but the rebels 
were soon reduced to obedience, and their sub» 
jugation gave great celebrity to the arms of the 
new monarch* 

Shortly after this occurrence, Sisebut con- 
ceived the intention of reducing all that part of 
the country which still remain^ in the hands 
of the Imperialist^ ; and his successes on this 
•ccasion- were so brilliant, that the patrician 
Cesarius found it expedient to request a cessa- 
tion of arms, and Heraclius, the Greek empe- 
ror, was easily persuaded to ratify a treaty, by 
which he relincj^uishcd all his S^ish po88es»> 
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sittns^ except Algarre, on the coMt of the Me* 
diterruiean* Elated with lus triumph over the 
Imperialists, Sisebot resolved to chastise the io-^ 
habitants of the opposite coast of Africa, who 
had cointnitted various piracies in his territo- 
ries, and accordingly made a powerful descent 
on Mauritania, part of which he reduced, and 
left ander the care of his own troops* This was 
the last great action performed by this prince^ 
for he was soon after summoned by the angel 
-of death, in the tenth year of his reign- 
Anxious to demonstrate their grati- . ^^ 
tude for the beneficial effects winch had ^^j/ 
resulted from Sisebut's administration, 
the nobility determined to set his son upon the 
vacant throne, and accordingly caused him to 
be proclaimed by the name of Recared th^ 
Second. This prince appears to have been the 
exact counterpart of his excellent fiither, and^ 
though a minor, he gave such convincing proofr 
of his pinidence and amiaMe ^sposition^ that 
the whole nation exulted in the anticipation of 
those pleasures whieb they should, in bJI proba* 
l»lity, enjoy beneath his protection ; but he had 
scarcely borne the regal title four monUis before 
he was attacked with an indisposition which 
proved fatal, and involved the kingdom of the 
Visigoths in general regret and mourning. 

When the first emotions of sorrow . j. 
had subsided^ and the nobility began to ^^^ * 
reflect on the impolicy of leaving their 
nation without a master, Suintila, an illegiti* 
mate son of Recared. L was placed on the 
throne ; and the commaicement of his leign 
was- equally calculated to render his subjects 
happy f and himself respectable* He also ac* 
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quired much celebrity hj the zeal imd afaittf 
with which he repulsed an iuTHsion of the Gas* 
cons ; and by his suboequent exputekm of the 
Imperialists he became sole monarch of Spam, 
an honour which several of his predecessors had 
thimted for^ but none of them had ever «^ 
tained. 

Suintila had no sooner gained ^le afirctieos 
of his people, and prevmled on the nobality to 
admit the association of his son, Riein^r, m the 
government, than he laid ai»de all his vhtues, 
and assumed the behaviour of a haughty, vo- 
luptuous, and sanguinary tyrant* The ndbtes, 
who had raised him to the throne^ were treated 
with contempt ; the lower cmkrs were r^idered 
completely wretched by numerous and exorlM* 
tant taxes ; and the most unwarnoitafole. cruel- 
ties were exercised upon all who presuined 
to remonstrate against these artntrary pro- 
ceedings. 

In this posture of affmrs, Sisenand, governor 
of the Gothic territories in Gaul, formed At 
design of subverung his master's govemnenl^ 
and presenting himself as a candidate for the 
crown. Accordingly, haidng procured some 
forces from Dagobert, king of Prance, he made 
an irruption into Spain, and took possession of 
Saragoftsa. Upon the first intetfigence of this 
revolt, Suintila put himself at the head of his 
army, and made the necessary dispositions for a 
decisive engagement : but he had the mortifea* 
tion to hear his competitor saluted king by his 
own Iroops, and he was consequently reduced 
to the i»ad necessity of consulting his personal 
safety by an ignominious flight, whilst Sisenaod 
marched in triumph to Toledo^ and took poi* 



d by Google 



SPAiir. 135 

aesfidcNi of the thfone to the g^ieml sfttiafiMnioii 
of tlie whole nation* 

Tkke comm^iceinent of this reign was . *. 
disturbed by some disjMites req)ecting ^^^' 
tlie remuneration which had been pro- 
mised to Dagobert, and by some vile artifices 
or Geilan, Suintila's brother ; but the fonner 
^were hap|Hly temunated, and the latter, instead 
of effecting their design, fell upon the head of 
the fiiithJess projector, wlio, being stripped of 
his honours and estates, passed the remainder 
of his life in unpitied wretchedness. 

In the third year of his reign, Sisenand sum- 
moned a council at Toledo ; in which, among 
various other matters, it was enacted, that Suin- 
. tila and his children should be incapable ci 
anjr public office, and that all their goods and 
estates should be confiscated, excepting such as 
Jhis majesty should, in. his private capacity, be* 
atow upon them for their subsistence* The fu- 
ture acts of Sisenand are passed over in silence : 
but It appears. that he died a natural death, after 
h<dding the reins of government fi>r rather more 
than five years* 

Chintila wits next invested with ^ a n 
sovereignty ; and a council was held at 5* ^ ' 
Toledo for regulating the political and 
ecclesiastical aflairs of the kingdom* A royal 
edict was also promulgated, by which all the 
Jews resident in Spain were required to embrace 
the Christian faith, or immediately to quit the 
country. This edict rendered the king extreme- 
ly popular among his catholic subjects, and in 
the sixth council of Toledo, he received the 
compliments of the assembly upon that subject. 
He appears to have swayed the sceptre witK 
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great modeiatioDi aod the gencxality of Hir 
people were so perfectly satisfied with his coik- 
duct, that prayers were incessantly offered, and 
vows were frequently made for his health and 
prosperity ; but he died in less than £mr years- 
after his elevation to the throneb 
. -y Chintila had no sooner submitted te 
^^^ * the mortal condition, than his son Tulga 
succeeded to his dignities, with the una- 
nimous consent of the nation. This prince; ap- 
pears to have inherited all the virtues of lus 
lather; but, on account of his youth, he waa 
incapable of correcting the abuses which had 
begun to overspread his dominions, and» after 
some deliberation, the principal nobility judged 
it expedient to depose him, and to bestow the 
diadem upon a person of mature age and aluh- 
ties. Accordingly^ the young kmg was se- 
cluded in a monastery, and Chindasuintho, a 
venerable atatesman^ was appointed te termi- 
nate those disorders which seemed to threaten 
the extinction of the Gothic monarchy. 
^ jy Thi& revolution was not e&cted witb- 
64a. ^^^ much commotion, and some efiu- 
sLon of blood ; but Chindasuintho re- 
solved to maintain his new title by Ibroe, and 
eventually compelled all the inhabitants of Spain 
.to acknowledge him as their lawful sovereign. 
In the sixth year of this reign a council was held 
At Toledo, in which some canons were made 
for the security of the king*s person and go- 
vernment, and the terrors of perpetual excom- ' 
munication were levelled against all persons 
who should either revolt from their allegiance, 
or apply for foreign aid against the existing ad- 
ministration. About the same time, a young. 
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wtive&tartti nanifid' ArdabftsCa, attired at Toledoi 
and ingratiated himself so effectually unth the 
king and people, that he soon rose t/o coosidera- 
l^e preferment, and received the hand of Chinda* 
suintlio'a cousin gennan in roarris^. 

After he had, in a great measure, obliterated 

the effects of his former severity, by various acta 

of clemency and generosity, the king desired 

that his son^ Recesuintho, might be ai£nitted to 

a participation of the government ; and, having 

otMained this request, he devoted his own time 

entir^y to the enjc^rments of religion andmedi* 

tation till the period of his death, which happen* 

ed in the ninety-first year of his age, and the ek* 

venth of his reign* He appears to have been 

thoroughly acquainted with the constitution of 

the Vis^poths, and took great pains to preserve 

its vigour and uniformity. He was also cekbrat* 

ed in the age in which he lived, on account of 

his piety and admiration of literature ; and he is 

said to have founded the monastery of St. Ro- 

manus (now called the monastery of Onisgay) 

between Tom and Tonksillas* 

Recesuintho^ haying gained a decisive . ^ 
victory over an army of revolted Gas- 5^^ ' 
cons, summoned a council at Toledo, in 
order to settle the affairs of the kingdom, and 
presented a vrritten memorial to the members of 
that aasemUy, in which he made an avowal of 
the cathofic faith, and recommended a punctual 
, execution of the new canons. He also publish- 
ed an edkt, whereby it was declared, that what- 
ever estates or effects were acquired by the Spa- 
nish monarchs after4heir accession, should be an- 
nexed to the crown, and belong to their succes- 
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sors ; but that their private fortunes should de- 
scend to their children. 

From this time, the reign of Recesuinlho was 
perfectly calm ; the clergy were entirely devoted 
to his service ; the Jews, whom he had designed 
to treat with severity, contrived to pacify him 
by an humble memorial ; and the generality of 
the people rejoiced in his mild and equitable ad- 
ministration. He had, however, an alarming 
prospect abroad ; for the Saracens began to com- 
mit dreadful devastations in Africa, and the' 
forces that presumed to oppose their progress 
were defeated with prodigious slaughter. The 
apprehensions which Recesuintho entertained of 
these formidable neighbours preyed upon his spi- 
rits, and threw him into a disorder which termi- 
nated his mortal existence in the twenty-fourth 
year of his reign. 
A n ^po^ the demise of this amiable 

Ajj * prince, the Gothic nobles and prelates 
assembled in order to make choice of a 
successor ; and they unanimously cast their eyes 
upon Wamba, a nobleman of known virtue and 
consummate experience. Wamba, through an 
excess of modesty, refused the proffered Sgni- 
ty ; but the menaces of some and the tears of all 
who were present overcame his constancy, and 
he consented to assume the reins of government, 
after reminding them that his own ambition had 
no share in this transaction. His behaviour on 
this occasion seems to have endeared him to the 
populace, and the ceremony of his coronation 
was performed with equal joy and solemnity 
in the church of St* Peter and St* Paul, - 
Toledo. 
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Wamba was scarcely estabfisfaed on the 
. tlirone before he was disturbed by an insurrec- 
'lion of the Gascons and Asturians, and by the 
aja^m alarming revolt of coisit Paul, an old and 
i!>xpenenced officer, who basely threw off his 
aHegiance, and assumed the regal title in Nar- 
bK>nne. But the king acted with such \igi- 
lance and resolution, that the rebels were soon 
reduced to obedience, and the usurper was, 
after an obstinate resistance, stripped of his dia- 
dem and purple, and sentenced to pass the re- 
mainder of his life in a monastery* 

On the termination of this dangerous war, 
■Wamba made a triumphal entry into his capital, 
amidst the acclamations of a joyftil multitude. 
In the centre of the troops were several wag- 
gons, containing the leaders of the rebellion; 
the soldiers were all newly clothed; and the 
king, with his chief nobles, closed the pro- 
cession. A solemn thanksgiving was then de- 
creed for the restoration of peace ; and various 
salutary regulations were made both in the civil 
and religious affairs of the kingdom* 

Scarcely were the loud murmurs of rebeUion 
hushed to silence, before the Saracens assembled 
their whole power, in order to subvert the Spa- 
nish government ; but Wamba encouraged his 
subjects to make a vigorous defence, and the 
invaders were defeated with the loss of two hun- 
dred and seventy vessels. 

Whilst Wamba was employed in the laudable 
discharge of his regal duties, Erviga, the son of 
Ardabastus, formed the base design of tearing 
the diadem from his venerable brow ; and actually 
accomplished his purpose by giving the king 
an intoxicatmg potion, and causing him to be 
.. Vol. XV. N 
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put into a monastic habit during the temporaiy 
deprivation of his reason. 

£i-viga having, by a master-stroke of 
680. treachery, prevailed on the deposed mo- 
narch to nominate him for his successor^ 
was crowned at Toledo, without opposition ; 
and a council was convened in order to sanctify 
his title, and to enact some fresh canons. His 
nephew Egiza, was also married to the princess, 
Cixilqna, to soothe the discontent of Wamba's 
family ; and such strenuous exertions were made 
to gain the public affection, that the commence- 
ment of this reign was marked by profound 
tranquillity* However, after some time the na- 
tion was disturbed either by an invasion of the 
Moors, or an insurrection in the Gallic province ; 
and serious apprehensions were entertained from 
the augmenting numbers and insolence of the 
Jews, to whom Erviga seems to have acted with 
extraordinary lenity. These circumstances, to- 
gether with a grievous &mine, and an epidemic 
distemper, which carried off great numbers of 
people, depressed the king's spirits, and induced 
him to relinquish the crown in favour of his ne- 
phew. Accordingly, having assembled his no- 
bles and counsellors, he requested them to trans- 
fer their allegiance to Egiza, and caused himself 
to be dressed in a penitential habit, by which 
means he was rendered incapable of resuming 
the abdicated throne. Erviga died shortly after 
this transaction ; and his predecessor Wamba,* 

• This amiable prince died at Pampliega, full of ycart 
and glory, and was buried in the church of that monastciy ; 
but, oy uie command of Alphonso the Wise, his remains 
were removed with those of Recesuintho, and interred at 
Toledo. 
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who was still living, rejoiced in the elevation of 
that person for whom himself had designed the 
sceptre* 

The accession of Egiza seems to have been 
approved by the generality of the Visigoths ; 
and the new ^ng acquired a considerable degree 
of popularity, by submitting some consdentious 
scruples to the decision of the fifteenth council at 
Toledo. He was, indeed, exposed to imminent 
-danger by a conspiracy of Sisebert, metropolitan 
of Toledo, by a purposed insurrection of the 
Jews, and by a formidable invasion of the Sara* 
cens : but tlie traitor was fortunately discovered 
and banished ; the design of the Jews was crush- 
ed in embryo ; and the self-confident invaders 
were repulsed with prodigious loss. 

Notwithstanding these interventions of Pro- 
vidence, the malecon tents ardently desired to 
subvert their monarch's government ; and their 
expectations were soon revived by a niptui^ on 
the side of France : but, as neither party gained 
any considerable advantage, hostiUties were soon 
terminated ; and Egiza, after associating hui 
son, Witiza, in the regal dignity, breathed his 
last in peace. He has been described, by im- 
partial historians, as a brave and vigilant prince> 
- who laboured incessantly for the safety and hap- 
piness of his people, and who was anxious to raise 
his dominions to the utmost height of splendour. 
If, therefore,, it be objected, that the luxury 
which resulted from his greatness proved fatal to 
the Gothic mgnarchy, it must also be remember- 
ed that he hoped his successors would have 
made a better use of an abundance which was ac- 
cumulated under his prudent and lenient admi- 
nistration. 
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^ Wltiza had no sooner taken full pos- 
^^ ' session of the throne, than he passed an 
act of general amnesty, recalled a gveat 
number of exiles, cancelled all arrears that were 
due to the crown, and displayed such extraordi- 
nary clemency and munificence, as enfiamed his 
subjects with the most enthusiastic joy and loy- 
alty : but, by the ba^ insinuations of court sy- 
cophants, and by his own natural propensities, 
he was soon drawn aside from the path of virtue 
and he eventually became the slave of lust, in- 
temperance, and cruelty, insomuch that the ge- 
neral attachment of his people was converted 
into irreconcileable hatred, and the applauses of 
the nobles were succeeded by just and bitter ex- 
ecrations. 

The degenerated monarch was so highly in- 
censed at the liberty with which some of his sub- 
jects remonstrated against his conduct, that he 
banished many of the prime nobility from his 
kingdom ; and exercised great severity upon all 
the objects of his suspicion : but, notwithstanding 
all his precautions, the flames of discontent be- 
gan to spread tlirough all parts of the country, 
and a civil war broke out, which served as a pre- 
lude to universal anarchy and destruction. 

During the violent contentions of Witiza, and 
of Roderic, leader of the malecon tents, the Moor- 
ish government of Mauritania commissioned Ta- 
rif Abrezara to make a descent on the peninsula 
opposite to Africa ; and, though historians differ 
with respect to the success of this project, it is 
generally agreed to have been the first important 
step which the Moors made toward the general 
conquest of a country which had long excited 
their avidity, and tempted their ambition. 
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Upon the demise of Witiza, and the accession 
of ^is competitor, the affairs of the Visigoths 
appear to have been in a most distracted situa- 
tion : for the manner of Witiza's death, and the 
election or recognition of Roderic have been 
scarcely noticed by the Spanish historians* It 
appears, however, that the commencement of 
Rodericks reign was rendered pecutiarly unfortu- 
nate by the defection of count Julian, who had, 
on former occasions, repulsed the Moors with 
^reat success ; and by the intrigues of Witiza's 
sons, who could not, with any degree of patience, 
submit to the loss of all their dignities. 

In this posture of affairs, the Moors made a 
second descent upon Spain, under the command 
of Tarick Abdalahi, and effected a landing at 
Gibraltar* Though the Saracen general had 
only seven thousand followers in this expedition, 
he resolved to attempt the reduction of the whole 
kingdom, and caused his fleet to be destroyed 
in order to prevent the desertion of his troops : 
but the governor of Mauritania perceived the 
necessity of reinforcing the invaders, and accord- 
ingly sent over a fresh army of twelve thousand 
men, under Tarick Abincier, whom he entrusted 
with the chief command, and instructed to extend 
his conquests as far as might be consistent with 
prudence* 

In the summer of 711, the Moorish general 
took the field, and, by the advice of count Julian, 
committed some dreadful cinielties upon the de- 
fenceless inhabitants of the coast. Roderic, oa 
the other hand, having laboured to heal the in- 
testine divisions of his country, and prevailed on 
the sons of Witiza to join him with all theic 
forces gainst the common enemy, found hiniK 
N 2 
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self at the head of a formidable army ; and flat- 
tered himself nvith^the hope of compelling the 
Moors to retire to Africa. But Tarick Abincier 
drew over a fresh reinforcement ; and acted i^th 
auch extraordinary conduct and resolution, that 
the Visigoths were defeated with prodigious 
slaughter ; and their unfortunate king was oblig- 
ed to take refuge in a monastery, where he died 
shortly after, either of his wounds, or of grief 
for the loss of his dominions* 

After this decisive battle, which was fought 
in a plain near Xeres de la Frontera, on the 
banks of the Gaudalete, the Moorish general 
led his victorious forces against the cities of 
Seville and Cordova ; committed the most hor- 
rid outrages upon the inhabitants without dis- 
tinction of age or sex ; and invited the governed 
of Mauritania to come over, in person, and com- 
plete the reduction of the country* Hereupon 
Muza landed at Gibraltar with a prodigious 
number of fnesh troops ; and an arrangement 
was made, by which Abdalaziz, Muza's son, 
was appointed to conquer all the provinces 
lying on the Mediterranean ; anether genera]^ 
was ordered to 'march into those parts which 
bordered on the ocean ; and Muza himself, with 
his lieutenant Tarick, undertook the conquest of 
the midland counties. This plan was imme* 
diately carried into execution ; and though the 
inhabitants oif the respective provinces and cities 
defended themselves with extraordinary gallan- 
try, the infidels soon triumphed in evtry part, 
and Spain was efiPectually subjugated to their 
authority* The inhabitants of Arragon, Na- 
varre, and Catalonia chose for the most part to 
retire into France \ and the poor remains of the 
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Visigoths were obliged to take refuge among 
tbe mountains of Burgos, Biscay, and Asturias, 
&oxn the vengeance of their implacable enemies. 



CHAPTER II. 

F'Tom the Subvernon tfthe Gothic Monarchy^ to tke 
Union of ail the Sfiamsh Xtngdoma^ exc^t PoT" 
tugalj under Ferdinand and Jbadeilar 

ON the first cessation of hostiUties, Muza was 
, ordered to attend the caliph, Walid, at Da- 
mascus ; and the government of Spain was left 
to Abdalaziz, who undertook to make a survey 
of the whole kingdom, that the administration 
of justice might be regulated, the collection of 
the revenues fiicilitated, and the value of the 
Moorbh conquest be ascertained* Accordingly ,> 
he made himself perfectly acqusunted with the 
general state of afiairs ; and he is reported to 
have behaved with great kindness and aifability 
to the inhabitants. The dilapidated (yties were, 
by his order, cleansed and repaired ; new for- 
tresses were erected in various parts ; and mea- 
sures were taken for the restoration of a free in- 
tercourse between the several provinces. 

Abdalaziz fixed the seat of his government at 
Seville, and espoused Egilona, the widow of king 
Roderic, whom he caused to be treated with all 
the maiks of duty and submission that were due 
to her former dignity : but, on his attempting, 
privately, to throw off his allegiance to the ca- 
liph, he was assasanated by some of his own offi- 
oers i and one Ayud, a man of known courage 
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and experience^ was placed at the head of afiTairs 
till further orders should be received from Da« 
mascus* 

After Ayud had held the reins of government 
for a few months, he was ordered to resign them 
into the hands of Alahor, who appears to have 
acted with great justice both toward his tioyal 
employer and the people. Having perceived 
that many errors and abuses had been committed 
under his predecessors, be assembled his princi- 
pal ofiicers ; upbraided them with their oppres- 
sions ; and compelled them to make restitution 
to all the Christians whom, in their uncurbed 
plenitude of power, they had wantonly pillaged. 
He then ordered a general review of the army, 
and resolved upon reducing all the territories 
which the Goths had recently possessed in 
France. Accordingly, he made an irruption in- 
to that country with the flower of his troops, and 
struck such terror into the inhabitants that the 
cities of Elna, Carcassone, Ayde, Beziers, Nar- 
bcmne, and Nimes, successively opened their 
gates, and the whole province was reduced in the 
space of a few weeks : but whilst the Moorish 
governor triumphed in the success of this expe- 
dition, and permitted his victorious troops to go 
into winter quarters, a circumstance transpired, 
in the Asturias, which threatened to arrest the 
progress of the infidels, and to rouse the Spanish 
nation from their inactivity. 
^ jj Don Pelagio, a prince of the royal 

^*jg ' blood, had remained in the mountainous 
parts of the country for about six years 
without making any attempt against the des- 
troyers of his nation ; but, at the expiration of 
that time, the companions of his misfortunes io* 



d by Google 



Sf Aiv. 147 

vested him with the regal title ; and thereby Udd 
the foundation of a new government in the pro- 
vince of Liebana, which, from its natural fortifi* 
cations, seemed to bid defiance to invasion, and 
enable its inhabitants to lake such steps as ap- 
peared most likely to accomplish their important 
de^gn. 

Upon the first indmation of Pelagio's election^ 
mnd the consequent revival of the Gothic king<* 
dom, Alahor sent a powerful army, under the 
coinmand of one Alchaman, to crush the new so* 
vereign and his adherents : but Pelagio distribut- 
ed his troops with such extraordinary judgment^ 
and exhorted them so earnestly to retrieve the 
honour of their fallen country, that the Saracens 
were repulsed, and eventually defeated with pro- 
digious slaughter. An ambuscade being placed 
on both sides of the valley, many of the infidels 
were cut off in their retreat, and their leader^ 
Alchaman, was sacrificed to the vengeance of the 
Christians. The poor remains of the Moorish 
army retired with precipitation towards the river 
Deva, which they designed to have coasted ; but 
by the sudden fidl of a hanging precipice they 
were involved in the general destruction of their 
unhappy comrades* 

Muza, being apprised of this disaster, resolved 
to march at the head of his best troops, and take 
possession of some more important post than he 
now occupied : but, previously to the execution 
of this design, he was attacked by Don Pelagio, 
and routed with a dreadful loss. By this victory 
Pelagio cleared the Asturias from all his ene- 
mies, except such as he reduced to a state of sla- 
very^ and established a reputation which proved 
of more essential service to his interests than ei- 
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ther the number or the exertions of his R>rces. 
He did not, however, become indolent or arro- 
gant in consequence of his successes, but em- 
ployed the leisure which they afforded him, in 
repairing and rebuilding his towns, founding new 
churches, and encouraging his subjects to pre- 
serve that spirit of heroism which, under Divine 
Providence, had enabled them to resist their for- 
midable enemies* He also procured his son, Fa- 
Vila, to be associated with him in the govern- 
ment ; and took such prudent measures for the 
restoration of the ancient constitution in all its 
branches, that great numbers of Christians retir- 
ed from the Moorish provinces in order to place 
themselves under his protection* Having effect- 
ed these great designs, and bestowed the hand of 
his daughter, Ormisinda, on Don Alphonso, a 
nobleman of great merit and accomplishments, 
Pelagio died, in the nineteenth year of his reign,' 
and was buried in the church of Santa Olalla de 
Velena, which is said to have been of his own 
foundation. The memory of this prince has 
been immortalised by his valour and virtue, and 
his reputation will remsdn, at least as long as 
that vast monarchy which has arisen from his 
patriotic and well-timed exertions. 

Of Don Favila, Pelagio's son and successor, 
we have no authentic account, except that he 
was killed by a bear after a short reign, and that 
his remains were interred in the church of Santa 
Cruz, in the territory of Cangas. 
- j^ Upon the demise of this prince, the 
74a. crown was conferred upon Don Alphonso, 
the son-in-law of Pelagio, who, in con- 
junction with his brother Froila, fell upon the 
northern towns of Galicia, and recovered the 
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greatest part of that province in a single cam- 
paign* In the following year, he invaded the 
plains of Leon and Castile, and reduced Astor- 
gas, Leon, Saldagna, Amaya, Alava, and all the 
country at the foot of the mountains, before the 
Moors could assemble any forces to arrest or 
impede his progress. He, soon after, extended 
his conquests to the frontiers of Castile and Por- 
tugal ; and laid the whole of the flat country 
waste, obliging the Christians to remove to the 
mountains, and carrying off all the Saracens for 
slaves. Having thus secured his temtories by a 
desert frontier, and rendered his name formida- 
ble to the enemy, he enjoyed a profound tran- 
quillity for several years, and the strength of 
his kingdom augmented so rapidly that he, at 
length, judged it expedient to re-people some 
part of the desolated plains, and to rebuild the 
cities of Leon and Astorgas, which he had caus- 
ed to be demolished. He died in the year 757, 
and was buried in the monastery of Santa Ma- 
ria de Cangas. By the great zeal which this 
monarch evinced in building Christian churches, 
he obtained the appellation of <^ Catholic ;** and 
he appears to have had an equal claim to the 
titles of a great captain, and a consummate poli- 
tician* 

Froila ascended his father*s throne by the ge- 
neral consent of the nobility ; and gave a strik- 
ing proof of hi§^ conduct and bravery in reducing 
Uie revolted inhabitants of Navarre and Alava. 
About this time Abdelrahman, the caliph's vice- 
roy in Spain, threw of!* his allegiance, and estab- 
fished himself, as an independent sovereign, at 
Cordova. In consequence of this transaction, 
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the Moors composed the intestiiie ^vuaon^ 
which had long distracted their councils and tar- 
nished theinreputation : but fortune still contin- 
ued to frown upon their designs, and upwards of 
fifty thousand of their bravest ttxx)ps were slain 
or made prisoners in an engagement with the ar- 
my of Froila. Soon after this victory, the king 
founded the city of Oviedo, and made it the seat 
of his government, that he might be enabled to 
protect the flat country, which he anxiously de- 
sired to people. 

About the year 758, the power of the Moors 
received a severe blow by the rise of the king- 
dom of Navaire, which is said to have- taken its 
origin f^om the accidental meeting of some gen- 
tlemen at the tomb of an hermit who had died 
among'the Pyrenees. At this place, where they 
assei^bled on account of the sanctity of the de- 
funct, they took occasion to converse on the 
tyrannical cruelty of the Moors, and the gloiy 
that would result from shaking off their intolera- 
ble yoke, which, from the natural strength of 
their country, seemed easy to be effected* After 
mature deliberation this project was adopted^ 
and the regal dignity was conferred upon a pei^ 
son of great abilities, named Garcia Ximenea, 
who soon wrested the important town of Ainsa 
out of the hands of the infidels. His successor, 
Qarcia Inigas, extended his territories as far as 
Biscay and the dissensions of the Saracens, 
which revived after the demise of Abdelrah- 
man, contributed greatly to the augmentation 
of the Christian power. In 778 Charles the 
Great passed through Navarre, and pushed his 
conquests to the borders of the Ebro ; but in 831 
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count Azner ; «id in tS7 the title of ^ king of 

Nanrwre** was pabfietf aaMnned bf Dam Garciiu 

But to retom from this difmsioii. Froilaf 

wlio XMfw cafiod himtdf king of Leon and Ovi« 

edo, cfaastbcd the Gafidans whh nnesampled 

vsvcmpf for havii^ neglected lo aaaist him 

agfalnst the Saracens : but, thongh he ndoced 

the rebds, he lost the afleccion of hk aubjectsi 

and clearif perceived ^at their obedience le* 

suited entirely from motives of fear* Exaape* 

mxmd at this dfscoireiy) lie abandoned himself 

to pfide and ci^lbity, and even atiMied his own 

bitter to the tofft, because his annabk temper 

had endeared him to the populace* Thiscrane, 

however, did not long remain unpunished; for 

a oom^phracy was soon formed among thendilea, 

aBd the peo^ con^utulated eadi other on 

hearing 1^ tiieir sangin&ary tyrant had foBen 

by nssaaslnalion* 

Don Aureftk), a prince otf engaging manners, 
and a mild disposition, was placed cm the vacant 
thvoiie, and applied himself with gieat aaaiduitf 
to reform and regulate the afiairs of his domi« 
nioQs : but, while he was thus employed, the very 
ezlstence of hb government was tiireatened by 
a general revolt of die Mooii^ slaves* This^ 
however, was hi^pily aubdued, and the rebels 
Were deprived of lA those indulgences which 
they had fa^heito poasessed. Nothing fonhcar 
ia rdated «f AufeSo except that he bestowed 
his couan, Adomda> and a large share of the 
adndnisUration, upon a Godiic nobkman named 
Silo, and diat he was buried, itfWr a reign of 
seven years, in a church of histiwn foundation, 
^toiated about fifteen miles froin Oviedo. 
Vol, XV. O 
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Don Silo prosecuted the same scheme of 
goyernment which had been introduced by his 
royal patron and collea^e ; and gave some 
convincing proofs of his military conduct in a 
subjugation of the Galicians, who bad taken up 
arms against his authority* With the excepti<m 
of some heresies that sprung up in the church, 
the remainder of his ckys was passed in tran- 
quillity, and he was interred, after wealing the 
crown nine years, in the church of St. John 
de Pra^a. 
A D Upon thp demise of her royal consort, 

yg^ ' Adosinda caused her nephew, Alphonso, 
to be proclaimed king: but, notwith- 
standing the amiable qualities of that young 
prince, the people refused to acknowledge his 
authority, under the apprehension that he might 
eventually prove as tyrannical as his father. 
Alphonso being apprised of this circumstance, re- 
tii^ to his patrimonial estate in Biscay ; and 
his uncle, Mauregato, contrived to fix himself 
upon the vacant throne. The reputation of 
Mauregato was gi*eatly tarnished by his intro- 
ducing an army of Saracens into the country, 
and by the anxiety which he evinced for pre- 
serving peace with the king of Cordova, who 
had styled himself the Almir Amuminim, or 
Commander of the Faithful : but his subjects were 
afraid to undertake any thing dgainst his au- 
thority, and he^ therefore, remained in quiet 
possession of the crown till his death, which 
happened in the summer of 788. 

Don Bcrmudo, brother of Aurelio, was next 
invested with the regal dignity ; and evinced 
a strong predilection for the virtues and conver- 
j&ation of Don Alphonso, whom he recalled from 
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Biscay, and numbered among his &vourite coun- 
sellors. The ill grounded aversion that had been 
conceived against this youth now began to sub- 
side ; and he acquired such great £me by his 
conduct in an expedition against the king of Cor- 
dova, that Bermudo resolved to re^gn the scep- 
tre into his hands^ and the nobles transferred their 
allegiance to him with the utmost cheerfulness* 
Shortly after the election of Alphonso j. 
II. who, from the purity of his life, was ^' , ' 
sumamed El Casto, or " the Chaste," 
the Spanish court was removed to Oviedo, and 
many excellent regulations were made in the 
government. In the third year of this reign, 
Issem, king of Cordova, ordered one of his ge- 
nerals to make an irruption into Alphonso*s terri- 
tories ; but the invaders were defeated with con- 
siderable loss ; and the successor of Issem re- 
ceived some powerful shocks from the Spanish 
monarch. In the year 801, Alphonso seems to 
have been deposed by a party of malecontents, 
and thrust into a monastery ; but the generality 
of his subjects rising in his behalf, he was set at 
liberty, and conducted, with all possible magni- 
ficence, to Oviedo, where he continued to sway 
the sceptre with equal justice and reputation, tift 
his enemies were fully convinced of his irresisti- 
ble prowess, and his dominions were considerably 
improved* He then convened an assembly of 
the states, and, with their consent, resigned the 
administration into the hands of his cousin 
Don Ramiro. He passed the remainder of his 
days in tranquil retirement, and expired at the 
venerable age of seventy-seven, amidst universal 
lamentations. 
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Don Ramiro was compelled to begia 
g * his reign with some necessary acts of Se- 
verity ; for a rebellion was rmsed a§;auKt 
(lis person and authority by one count Nepotian ; 
the roads and yittages were infested with robbers 
and pretended sorcerers ; and the Normans^ hav- 
ing Blade a descent at Corunna, threatened bis 
dominions with the heaviest calamities. How- 
ever, his domestic enemies received the due re- 
ward of their atrocities, and the invaders were 
repulsed with such dreadful slaughter, that they 
never thought it advisable to renew their at« 
tempt* An irruption of the Moors, under Ab- 
delrahman IL was also rendered abortive by the 
king's conduct and bravery ; and his son, Or- 
dogno, acquired such celebrity on this occasion, 
thut he was immediately admitted to a participa- 
tion of the administration, and assured of suc- 
ceedii]^ on his £either's death, to the sole posses- 
»on of the throne* 

Notwithstanding the frustration of his former 
attempt, Abdehahman led a fresh army toward 
Leon, about the year 849 ; but he was again 
repulsed mth prodigious loss ; and the reputa- 
tion of his opponent received fresh lustre. Ra- 
iluro, being now advanced in years, and fatigued 
with the a&irs of state, devoted the chief of his 
time to works of piety and. charity, and by those 
means conciliated the affecti(»is of the clergy^ 
Bolnlity, and peof^e* He died on the first of 
February 850, after a glorious reign of sevea 
years ; said his ohiequies were performed, with 
becomii^ solemnity, in the chunch of Santa Ma^* 
ria at Oriedb* 
The commencement of Ordogno's reign waa 
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marked by a revolt of the Gascons in the pro^ 
vince of Alava, and by the slaughter of eight 
thousand men, who had been sent from Oviedo 
against Mahamut, king of Cordova: but the rebels 
^rere quickly reduced to obedience, and, notwith* 
standing the loss of the aforementioned troops, 
tlie Spanish monarch rendered himself formida* 
l>le to the Moors upon several subsequent occa^ 
sioiis. He also reduced the cities of Coria and 
Salamanca ; fortified the most important places 
in his own dominions ; and even raised a mari- 
time force, which had never been attempted by 
any of his predecessors* Having persuaded the 
nobility to remunerate the gallantry of his son^ 
A^lpihonso, with a share of the government ; and 
liaving made the best arrangements for the safe- 
ty and honour of his people ; Ordogno submit* 
ted to the mortal condition, after an active reign 
of sixteen years ; and was buried in the royal se- 
pulchre of his ca]^tal* 

AlphonsoUI. afterwardssumamedthe ^ ^^ 
Great, had scarcely ascended the vacant g^^ / 
throne before he was driven into Castile 
by the approach of Don Froila with a numerous 
body of forces* However, the usurper was soon 
taken off by assassination ; and the royal fugitive 
was welcomed on his return to Oviedo, with uni- 
versal acclamations* Having thus regained the 
sceptre, he put his dominions into an excellent 
state of defence ; suppressed a dangerous revolt 
in the province of Alava ; and gained a decisive 
victory over an army of infidels whom Maha- 
mut, king of Cordova, had ordered to invade his 
territories* 

Shortly after this event, Alphonso married tlie 
cel^rated princess Ximene of Navarre, and en- 
02 
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teved into ft Itngpe offeante attd'dcfcntf te i , 
th« Sancens s in cfmae^eocc of wluch he*, m 
the following' campatgiit peMed the Doro^ and 
contiBued his pn^ress tx> Coimhfa) which hm 
tooQ reduced and ^adiantled* Fiom thwexpe^ 
dition the Spuush troops trixxmtd laden widi 
plunder; and Itehr victorious BwnTeh^ after 
granting a trace to Mahanuit, apf^ed hnaw^f 
to the ititoralbn and re|KopUiig of severalcities 
in such pwts of hsi dominions as were nual e3& 
posed to the ravines of the enemy* 

As soon as the trace was exiMned, Mbhamat 
renewed hostilities^ and assembled a: very pow«»» 
ful army unde^ the comaia&d of a brave aad tat^ 
perienced ofikerT Victory^ however, still aA»P- 
^ to the Christian banners ; and, after several 
sanguinary batdes, afresh trace was n^odated 
at the earnest solicitation of the ififidslsM Upon 
his return fiom this campedgn^ AlphonsoGaMd 
a golden cross to be erected m the cathedital vk 
Oviedo> as a moOiment of his repeated succes- 
ses ; and, eboMt the same time, gave directions 
for the fortification andembellistoient of his c^* 
tal* Upon the recommencement of hos^ltios^ 
the king of Leon passed the river Tagns } dam 
troyed a numerous army of Saracens : and t» 
vaged the territories of Mahamnf with fire acid 
sword* The Moorish prince, Almuadar,<totb« 
other hand, made an incur^cn into the Spaaisfa 
dominions ; but he was soon repulsed with con* 
siderable loss, and a third trace was concluded^ 
for six years, upon terms equally honouvalrfe and 
advantageous to Alphonso. 

About this time a new Christian prin^ 

884. * cipali^ aroGie in Spain, viz. that of Cas* 
tile, which is now divided into the pro» 
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(Of OhlMMlllevrCMiye. Itw^di^dtd 
Mkoiwa, tkc kiBgdmaof Lcod en one tide bf aoat 
llttierii«ers} od tbe otlwr k was bcnmded by B» 
cay, I^G^ and the Aitnmi, and had the moijB^ 
^«m9 o£ AvU» and Segovia on the amitli : thita 
]^r»& between the CluAaican UMie of Leon and 
tibe Blaori^ lun^doin^oC Cdtdofa. k nmtimei 
Wider its own pnacea' fof aham fi^e knndved 
years ; but at the expiration of that, thae it was 
aiatiriiirf fe tlw cmmmi of L«an» as- will appear in 
tiae sequ^* 

But to resttme the thread of our idsloiy. Al- 
plMmn, beiagnow advanced in yaH% expmned 
ab wish.to apoad the fevwHnder of Ins lile in io^ 
pmmng^ his doBBiniDiMi; and aogmendng the h^^ 
piness of hki subjects' : biftt tiie affection which he 
BUitfiiftsied toward the cdumon peo^e, gave 
l^reat umbrage to the nobility, aiKl oecamoed 
some fermidabfe ^rebellions 1 these, howe^ei^ 
were happily crashed ; and a fretih krruption of 
the Moors added fresh laurels to Ins irenerabie 
brpw. 

Whilst the king was expressing ^ . ^ 
gratitade, by various acts of piety, fcr '^ 
Ins repeated soccessrs, he was sensibly 
utounded by the baseness of his own son, Giu^ 
dfts^ who had formed the dengn of deposing 
him, and seating himself upon the throne* Upi* 
on the first intimation of ^s vik intention, Ah' 
l^ionao sdzed the unnaturai traitor, and thfew 
him. into confinement ', but, as this step excited 
loud murmurs among the populace, uklasthe 
discontent of the queen^ the prince Ordogno> 
and the father-in-law of the prisoner, threatened 
the most fiOal consequences to the state> he sun^* 
moned a general assembly of his nobles and 
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counsellors, and publicty resigned the crown t9 
Don GarciaS) and the province of Galicia to Don 
Ordogno. The two princes were deeply affect- 
ed by this act of unexpected generosity, and 
tiirew themselves on their knees to implore for- 
giveness for their rebellion; Alphonso sealed 
their pardon with affectionate sincerity ; and Don 
Garcias was solemnly proclaimed king of Lieon 
and Oviedo. 

-^ The new king, having conciliated the 

^jj * esteem of his clergy, by founding a mo- 
nastery, assembled a numerous army in 
order to attack the Moors, who, during the last 
three years, had been free from irruptions. The 
king of Cordova made the best provision he could 
for his enemy's reception, and put his oym forces 
under the command of a gallant officer, who 
was ordered to remain, as much as possible, on 
the defensive. Garcias, however, soon forced 
the infidels to a battle, in which most of their 
bravest troops were cut to pieces, and their he- 
roit general was taken prisoner. 

Garcias was much elated with this victory ; 
and the generality of his subjects were loud in 
commendation of his military abilities ^ but his 
father assured him that incursions and conquests 
were of little avail, if made with the mere de- 
sign of enriching the soldiery or acquiring ap- 
plause. He, therefore, advised him to levy a , 
powerful body of forces, of which he wpuld him- 
self take the command, while a number of cities, 
which lay in ruins along the river Duro, might 
be repaired and rcpeopled. Garcias immediate- 
ly reduced this plan to execution ; and the cities 
of Rueda, Osma, Cocca, and Corunna, rose to 
their pristine splendour whilst Don, Alphonao 



d by Google 



arAiJf« I5f 



n&cle » skMfoms and piv^tlable ( 
the Ssracenab 

Sl>ertly after hk retern from tkia cspeditioi% 
A^honao waa attacked by an indiapositioii vhidi 
put a period to his life, in the nxty-third year of 
boA ckgie. With respect to his character, he was a 
sound politiciaQ> a justly renowned warrior^ and 
St passionate admirer of leanung. The whole 
sum of money which he possessed at his death 
"was devoted to religious purposes ; and by his 
assiduity several records of the Spanish a&irs 
bave been transmitted to posterity in the foiaa of 
a chromcle* 

Upon the demise of his iOustrioua &ther> Don 
Garcias made some vigorous preparationai^;aansl 
Abdelrahman III. king of Cordova ; aad, with 
the assistance of Ord^no, he gained some coa* 
^derable advantages : bat at the close of the 
campaign he was seized with a disorder whicb 
proved fatal, after he had wcnrn (he diadem £i>i 
about three years. 

Don Orck^pDo> having recuved knimar . ^ 
tion of his brother's death, hastened to ^^^ ' 
Leon, and took possession of tlie vacant 
throne with the unanimous consent of the clergy 
and noUlity* The commencement of his rngn, 
like that of his predecessor, was marked by an 
expedition against the Smcms, and his anna 
were crowned with extram^dinary success, for he 
reduced several of the Moori^ towns ; com* 
pelled others to purchase an ignominious peace 
upon exorbitant terms ; and d&ated an army of 
eighty thousand men, which had been drawn 
fran various parts of Africa in ofder to subvert 
his government* 
Chi h» retum.iiQm.a campaign which he. had 
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undertaken in behalf of the long trfNT&varrey he 

espoused a lady named Argonta, who was de- 
scended fh>m one of the mosi illustrious fistmilies 
in Galicift ; but, at the instigation of some vile 
calumniator, he repudiated her ; in consequence 
of which, she devoted the remainder of her days 
to religious solitude. About the same time, the 
king, having conceived some suspicion, of the 
counts of Castile, caused them to be imprisoned 
and put to death : but, as historians differ mate- 
rially in their assertions upon this subject, it is 
not easy to determine whether the sufferers were 
really guilty of the crimes laid to their chai^« 
At the request of the king of Navarre, Don 
Ordogno opened a fresh campaign, in 923^ 
i^sdnst the Moors, and recovered several impor- 
tant places from that ambitious and enterprising 
people. He then married a princess of Navarre, 
and returned in triumph to his own dominions :' 
but his nuptials were soon followed by his deaths 
and the throne became vacant after it had been 
occupied by this prince for rather more than se- 
venteen years. 

^ jj Don Ordogno left two sons, by his 
924.' first queen; but as their tender years 
precluded them from clsdming the go- 
vernment, their uncle Don Froila presented 
himself as a candidate, and was cheerfully ac- 
cepted by the assembled nobles. He com- 
menced his reign with violent and sanguinary- 
measures ; driving the eldest of his nephews 
into exile, and causing the sons of a Spanish 
grandee to be put to death, because they had 
disapproved his election. However, his tyranny 
was terminated by a &tal distemper, after he 
had borne the reg^ title &r thirteen^ months ; 
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and Alphonso IV* the son of Ordogno, was 
proclaimed king amidst uniyersal acclamations. 
Xhis prince had no sooner assumed the reins 
of government, than he recalled the bishop of 
LeoTi ; and gave many convincing proofs of 
ec|u.ity and moderation : but he seems to have 
Mad a strong predilection for the repose of a pri- 
vate life ; and on the demise of his beloved 
queen Urraca, he made a voluntary resignation 
of the crown, and prevailed on the nobles to 
transfer their aOegiance to his brother Ramiroi 
who had been, for some time, stationed on the 
frontiers of Portugal. 

Ramiro II* had scarcely assumed the . -^ 
insi^ia of royalty, and led out an army ^' 
to repress an irruption of the Moors, be- 
fore he received intelligence that his brother had 
changed his mind, and resumed the supreme au- 
thority at Leon* Hereupon he led his forces back 
to the capital, and invested it so closely that the 
inhabitants were soon reduced to extremities, 
and Alphonso was eventually compelled to throw 
himself on the new monarch's clemency. 

During the siege of Leon, a formidable rebel- 
lion had broken out in the Asturias, under the 
sons of king Froila: but on the approach of 
Ramiro the insurgents laid down tiieir arms, 
and obtained a pardon by delivering up the 
young princes, who were immediately deprived 
of their sight, and sentenced to pass the remain- 
der of their days in confinement. 

As soon as Ramiro had re-established 
the tranquillity of iiis dominions, he re- '^^ ' 
newed his attack upon the Moors ; took 
the city of Madrid by assault ; insulted the gar- 
rison o£ Toledo ; and returned in triumph with 
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n muUkiute tf daves and a prodigioiis qilimli^ 
of waaKh* At his ret»m» he canaed the foneni 
obsequies of his bpoChcr to be cddBnled inth « 
]p«at mmnifioeiice ; and aooa aftei ^ a i ds ai> 
qamd fresh cefebrity by the ddeat ofa Moorish 
annf which had attenipted to ravag^e his tep- 
litories* He idso obtiged the prince of Arragoa 
to become his feodatoiy ; and £>nned a power- 
fol aUianoe with the king i^ Nanuve, by espous- 
ing his sister Donna Theresa. 

Ahen Ahayat prince of Amigon» seems to 
haYe had no other object than his own safiety in 
vieW) when he consented to become a vsssal to 
Rarairo ; foi* he took the earliest opportunity of 
acqusdnting the kiog of Cordova with the trsns^ 
action, and of imptoring him to raise a Ibnin* 
dable army against the Christians. Hereupon 
Abddrahman made a powerful irruption into 
the territories of LeoOf and drew over leinfovoe* 
ments from Africa till hts army was augmented 
to the number of one hundred and fifty thoomnd 
meO) with whom he reduced aH the country bo* 
yondtheDuro: but while the infidels were con- 
gratulating themselves upon tins great suocessy 
Ramiio marched out against them, and gained 
a decisive victory in the i^ns of Simancas* 
Tlie enemy, though weakened by the loss of 
eighty thousand men, determined to make a 
fresh efibrt to retrieve their reputation: but 
their hopes were falaaled, and the ki^g of Iaqb 
returned in triumph to hb capital, where he 
caused the tnator Aben Ahaya to be thrown 
into prison ; and fbrnied a plan far extending 
his dominions to that diain of mountains which 
divides the two Casliles. 

After inflictiay^i temporary chaiHifcment i^en 
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99ilie rebellious noblemeD, and deToting a con* 
siderable space of time to the reparation and 
embellishment of his principal towns, Raroiro 
made a fresh irruption into the Moorish territ«>- 
lies ; gained a decisive victory over a numerous 
army which had been order^ to stop his pro- 
gress ; and returned to Leon with a proitigiouB 
aoquisition of wealth. However, he did not 
long^ enjoy the fruits of his success ; for he vras 
seized, on his return, with an indiqxMntion which 
induced him to resign his crown, and which soon 
put a period to his life, after he had held the 
government for about nineteen years and three 
months* 

Ordogno III. was permitted to~ ascend ^ jy 
His fother's throne ; and his subsequent ^*^^ ' 
ActicMis justified the high opinion which 
most of the nobles had entertained of his abili- 
tiea. The cohmiencemait of his reign was dis- 
turbed by 9omt attempts of lus brother Sanchez, 
-who insisted tj^pon recemng some share of the 
regal dignity ; and even previuled on the king 
of Navarre to enforce this demand at the head of 
an army : but the design was baffled by Ordog* 
lK>'s prudence ; and the invaders retired without « 
committing any hostilities. 

The Gonfiederates had no sooner withdrawn 
their troops than an insurrection broke out in 
Galicia, wad the king found himself obliged to 
repair thither in person. On his appearance, 
however, and promises of clemency, the male- 
oontents returned to. their allegiance, and march- 
ed, under their sovereign's command, into the 
territories of the Saracens, where they acquired 
much wealth and reputation. An unfortunate 
^sagreement between the king and count Fer- 
VoL. XV. P 
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dinand Gon;aIez was also ODmpromised, and the 
arms of Leon were crowned with extraordinary 
tuccess. In the summer of 955, the king died^ 
after governing with greats applause for five 
years and a«half ; and the crown was conferred 
upon Don Sanchez, who had hitherto resided 
at the court of Navarre, but had hastened to 
Leon upon the first intimation of his brother's 
death. 

Sanchez, whom historians have distinguished 
by the surname of ^ Gross," appears to have 
been a person of shallow judgment and less ac« 
tivity. The artifices of his enemy, count Gon« 
galez, terrified him into a second retreat to the 
court of Navarre ; and die intriguing Castiliaii 
immediately set up Don Ordogno, the son of 
Alphonso IV« as lawful heir to the kingdom of 
Leon and Oviedo. The new king, however^ 
rendered himself so despicable to his subjects^ 
that he was soon compelled to flee into the As* 
turias, and Sanchez was reinstated in all his dig- 
nities. 

Having received intelligence of his competi« 
tor's death, and having rendered himself popu« 
, lar by espousing the daughter of a powerful 
grandee, Sanchez laid aside all his fe;ars, and 
hoped to enjoy the crown without further mo* 
lestation. In this, however, he was sadly dis* 
appointed : for he was soon alarmed by a de* 
scent of the Normans upon Galicia ; and by the 
rebellious disposition of Sisenand, bishop o£ 
Compostella. A fomudable inaurreption, also^ 
under count Gon9alez, threatened to annibilate 
his power ; and, though his forces ph>ved victo- 
rious, the chief rebel contrived to take him off 
by poison. 
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After mature deliberation, the nobili- ^ ^^ 
ty resolred to confer the regal dignity ^67.* 
tipon tlie son of their deceased monarch, 
^Knigli he was, at that time, but fire years old* 
Tlvey also appointed Ms motber, the queen dew* 
ager, and his aunt, Donna Elvira, to act as re- 
gents of the kingdom ; and instructions were 
issued out for renewing the peace with Cor- 
dova. 

Shortly after this arrangementySisenand found 
means to escape from prison, and to reinstate 
himself in the bishopric of Compostella : but 
his ambition and his life were soon terminated by 
a formidable host of Normans, who made a fireah 
descent upon the Spanish coast, and marked 
their progress with blood and rapine, till they 
were, at length, attacked and cut to pieces near 
the mountains ot Castile. 

As soon as Ramiro III. had entered . ^ 
his seventeenth year, he espoused a lady j^^/ 
of great &mily ; and soon si^terwards as- 
sumed the reins of government. His subsequent 
conduct, however, was so displeasing to the no- 
Inlity, that they resolved on deposing him, and 
placing their sceptre in the hands of Don Ber- 
mudo, son of Ordogno III. In consequence of 
this resolution, a powerful army was raised, on 
the frontiers of Galicia, and an engagement en- 
sued, in which more soldiers perished than in 
any battle that had ever been fought with the 
Saracens, though neither party was Sb\& to claim 
tiie victory. However, the sudden death of Ra- 
miro put a stop to this dreadful effusion of blood 1 
and Bermudo II. was proclaimed king with the 
unanimous consent of the nation. 
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Bermudo had no sooner assuxned the 
'Tg^' insignia of royalty than he determined to 
exwt all his authority in reforming the 
. manners of the people, which had degenerated 
exceedingly, and in enforcing the precepts and 
discipline of the church ; but whilst he was occu- 
pied with this design, the Moors made a sudden 
irruption into his dominions, and made them- 
selves masters of the important city of Siniencas, 
the inhabitants of which were either murdered or 
reduced to slavery* Shortly after this occurrence, 
the city of Zamora feU into the handd of the in- 
fidels; and Mohammed Almanfor, prime minis- 
ter to the king of Cordova, put himself at the 
head of a fomxidable army, in order to poietrate 
into the interior of Bermudo's kingdom* Here- 
upon Bermudo prepared for battle, and his tnx^ 
acquitted themselves with such gallantry, near 
the banks of the Ezla, that, though they were 
overpowered by numbers, the enemy was incapa- 
citated from pursuing their advantage^ tiU the 
next campaign* However, Alman9or swore that 
he would soon take ample vengeance upon the 
city of Leon ; and Bermudo was so well con- 
vinced of his enemy's superior prowess, that be 
ordered all his treasures to be removed ; caused 
the bodies of the kings, his predecessors, to be 
transporte4 to the Asturias, and redred thither in 
person, with most of his prelates and nobiHty* 

Early in tlie ensuing spring, Alman^or leda 
ntimerous army against Leon, which he carried 
by assault, and demolished so completely, that, 
with the exception of a single tower, there did 
notremsdn one of its edifices or fortifications* 
The victor then marched to Astorga, which 
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^aiooii capitulated ; and^ from thence he directed 
-fds course to the Asturias ; but here he met with 
so vigorous a repulse that he thought proper to 
return to Cordova- 
Next year the Saracen general made himself 
master of several important towns in Portugal ; 
ooiximitted some outrages in GaTicia ; and des- 
troyed the city of Compostella : but his progress 
uras suddenly impeded by a disorder which broke 
out amon^ his troops ; and Bermudo, being ap- 
prised of this circumstance, harassed him ex* 
ceedingly in his retreat. 

Exasperated at the dishonourable conclusion of 
this campaign, Alman^or uttered many dreadful 
imprecations against the Christians^ and sent for 
a pK>werful reinforcement of troops from Africa, 
in order to complete the ruin of Galicia : but 
Bermudo, having obtained the assistance of the 
CasdUans and the Idng of Navarre, prepared to 
make a gallant redstance ; and a battle was 
-fought near Osma, in which the infidels were de- 
feated with the loss of a hundred thousand men, 
besides their camp and baggage. Alman^or es- 
caped alive fix>m the engagement, but he soon 
occasioned his own death by an obstinate absti- 
nence from food ; and the Christian confederates 
retired to their respective countries in triumph* 

Shortly after tiiis great event, Don Bermuda 
died, in the seventeenth year of his reign, and 
was buried at a place called Valbuena in Galicia. 
His son Alphonso was elected to fill the vacant 
throne, and the regency was placed in the hands 
of the queen dowager# 

There have been few instances of a regency 
better conducted than that which subsisted dur- 
ing the nainority of Alphonso V. : for the at- 
P2 
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J, ^ tempts of the Moon were happily fra&- 
20j^' trated ; peace and decorum were presenr- 
ed in the interior of the kingdom ; and 
the prince himself received such an excellent 
education, that he became one of the best and 
wisest characters that had ever graced the throne 
of Leon and Oviedo. Upon his assuming the 
reins of government) he espoused the daughter 
»f his tutor) Md^do Gonzalez ; and obtained 
a condderable degree of popularity by rebuilding^ 
the towns that had been destroyed, and repeo- 
pling the tracts of country which had been aban,- 
don^ in the preceding reign. By his solicita- 
tions the nobility were persuaded to re-edify 
the mined capital ; and he enjoyed the satisfac- 
tion of convening the first assembly of states af- 
ter it had resumed something of its pristine 
splendour. He, also, caused the city of Ziamo-* 
ra to be thoroughly repaired and fortified, and 
undertook an expedition against the infidels: but^ 
having imprudently exposed himself at the siege 
Q^ a place called Viseo, be was mortally wound- 
ed, by an arrow, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
rei^, and the thirty-fourth of his age* His re- 
mains were interred at Leon, amidst the universal ' 
lamentations of his subjects, by whom he had 
been equally beloved and admired on account of 
his piety, courage, and munificence. 
^ ^ fiermudb IIL son of the c^eceased m%> 
1027. i^^^rc^) ^^ unanimously elected king ; 
and the regency, during his minority, 
was vested in the queen dowager and some df 
the principal nobles. These persons exerted 
themselves successfully to restore the tranquillity 
of the kingdom ; the sedateness and opening 
abilities of the young monarch gave unspeaba- 
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Me pleasure to the courtiers ; and the generality 
of the people were delighted with proposid^s of a 
. marrii^ between the young count of Castile and 
the in&nta Donna Sancha, as such an union 
seexcued to promise great advantages to all tbe 
Spanish Christians in general, and to the. king* 
doTA of Leon in particular : the intended bride- 
groom, however, was suddenly assassinated, and 
the g^eneral rejoicings were consequently turned 
into lamentation* 

Don Bermudo had no sooner assumed the ma- 
nagement of his own afiairs, than he resolved to 
form an alliance with Don Sanchez, who had 
rendered himself extremely powerful by annex- 
ing the county of Castile and several important 
provinces to his hereditary kingdom of Navarre* 
Accordingly, he demanded the daughter of tha;t 
monarch in marriage ; and the nuptials were so- 
lemnized towards the close of the year, with ex- 
traordinary magnificence. Some conunotions 
appear to have broken out, about this time, in 
Oalicia; but Bermudo marched thither with 
such celerity, and approved himself so able a 
commander, thai the insui^gents laid down their 
arms, and their leaders eluded the rpyal ven- 
geance by a precipitate retreat. 

The friendship which had, for some time, 
subsisted between the kings of Leon and Na^n*e, 
was at length interrupted by a claim which the 
latter made upon the city of Palentia ; and 
this dispute rose to such a height that each par- 
ty had recourse to hostilities, and Sancliez, after 
reducing all the country between the rivers Cea 
and Puiserga, determined to bring his opponent 
to a decisive battle, ffhis design, however, was 
overruled by some prelates ; and a peace was, at 
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length, negociated, by which Bermudo ceded the 
receat conquests, as the portion of his sister, 
Doima Sancha, and the king of Navarre gave 
Casdle to his second son Ferdinand, who, upon 
espousing the infanta, should assume the title of 
king. The marriage was accordingly celebrat- 
ed, with all imaginable splendour ; and the peo- 
ple of Navarre, Castile, and Leon, were equally 
pleased with a conjunction of interest which 
seemed to promise tliem ample security i^^ainst 
the future attacks of the infidels. 

Notwithstanding the magnificence which Ber- 
mudo had displayed at his sister's wedding, it is 
evident that he had concluded a peace with great 
reluctance : for, on the first intimation of Don 
Sanchez's death, he besieged and took the city 
of Palentia, and made formidable preparations for 
recovering the whole district which he had ced- 
ed to his late brother-in-law. However, his am- 
bition terminated in his destruction ; for Don 
Ferdinand, assisted by his brother Garcias, as- 
sembled a body of troops to arrest his progress ; 
and the royal invader was mortally wounded in 
an engagement which took place in the neigh- 
bourhood of Carrion. 

Bermudo's army were no sooner acquainted 
with this fatal event, than they were ovei'whelm- 
ed with confusion, and would certainly have 
been cut to pieces by the opposite party, if Fer- 
dinand had not interposed, and, with great per- 
sonal danger, appeased the fury of his troops. 
This, however, he effected ; and caused the 
body of the fallen king to be sent back to Leon, 
that it might be interred With due solemnity. 
By these means the victor conciliated the esteem 
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of the people ; and disposed the nobifitj to ac« 
iax>wleidge him fi>f their lawful sovereign. Ac- 
cordingly, he made his public entry into Leon, 
and the ceremony of his coronation was per- 
fermed in the cathedral on the 22d of June 103f • 
Tlie Galiciansy indeed, rose in arms, under pre- 
tence of maintuning Uieir ancient liberties ; but 
tbese were soon reduced to obe^ence ; and the 
generality of the nation acquiesced in a revo- 
lution by which the kingdom of Leon and 
Oviedo was united with that of Castile* 

Ferdinand^ having taken possession of the 
throne of Leon, determined to obviate all the 
prejudices and unfavourable prepossessions of 
his new subjects, by an uniform adherence to 
the precepts of justice, and an asuduous ap- 
plication to the discharge of his public dudes* 
Accordingly, he visited all the provinces and 
capital towns ; enlarged the privileges of the 
Oalicians ; frequently expatiated on the rights 
of the queen ; evinced the most profound res- 
pect for the clergy and nobility; and prose- 
cuted his predecessor's plan of redressing grier* 
ances with inde&tigable diligence* 

Having devoted several years to the reform- 
ation of his people, and the improvement of 
his new territories, he, at length, resolved to 
make war upon the Saracens; and his arms 
were crowned with such brilHant success that, 
ID the space of four campaigns, he reduced the 
fortress of Xena, and the cities of Viseo and 
Coimbra ; swept the frontiers of Castile ; ra- 
^'aged all the country about Medina Coeli ; and 
enriched his troops with a prodigious quantity 
of slaves and plunder* He also invaded the 
dommions of the MocH-i^h king of Toledo ; and 
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threatened io lead hia victorious troops 
the king of Saragossa : but both these prmoes 
eluded his vengeance by ofTeriDg to become fais 
feudatories, and to pay him an annual tribute^ 
. ^ Soon af^r the close of this expeditiaB, 
1068. ^^ Ferdinand paid a visit to his bn^ 
ther, the king of Navarre, who had been 
seized with a dangerous indi^x>sition on the 
frontiers of Castile; but, upon receiving pri- 
vate inclination that Don Garcia int^ided to 
secure his person, he took an hasty leave, and 
returned to his own dominions* About two years 
after this occurrence, Ferdinand was afflicted 
with a fit of illness, and his brother came to 
see him at Leon ; but the king caused him to 
be arrested, shortly after his arrival, and sent 
prisoner to the castle of Cea. However, the 
royal captive found means to escape, and began 
to levy forces for the invasion of Castile before 
his brother had cbnceived the idea of such an at> 
tempt. Ferdinand clearly foresaw the mischiefs 
that would, in all probability, follow this acci- 
dent, and, in order to prevent an unnecessary 
effusion of blood, he sent to offer terms of ac- 
commodation: but these were rejected with 
indignation, and an engagement took place 
between Ages and Atuperta, which terminated 
in the death of Don Garcia, and the destruc- 
tion of all his Mahometan auxiliaries. The 
other troops were spared by command of the 
victor; and Garda's body was interred, with 
suitable honours, at Najanu 

Having rebuilt the church of St. John the 
Baptist at Leon, and compelled the Saracen 
prince of Seville to send him the body ci St. 
Isidore to be deposited therein, Ferdinand con* 
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▼caed an assemblf of the states, and proposed 
a division of his dominions among his three sons 
Sancho, Alphonso, and Garcias ; the eldest of 
whom was to enjoy the sovereignty of Castile ; 
the second to inherit the kingdom of Leon and 
Oviedo ; and the youngest to take possessioii 
of Qaliciay with the recent conquests in Portu* 
gal* This design was f4>prDved by a majority 
of the nobles ; and the princes, Sancho and Gar* 
ciasy were innnediately permitted to assume their 
respective governments in Galicia and Cas- 
tile. 

The Moorish kings of Toledo and Saragossa 
resolved to take advants^ of a division which 
they con^dered as the result of mental imbe- 
cility, and, accordingly, revised to pay their 
annual tribute* But they were soon convinced 
of their error in forming such a hasty resolution ; 
fix* Don Ferdinand assembled a formidable 
army, and immediately swept the frontiers of 
both kingdoms with fire and sword* He even 
led bis victorious troops to Valencia, and set 
fire io the suburbs of that important city ; but 
a violent indisposition obliged him to close the 
cam^paign and to return ta Leon, where he ex- 
pired on the 27th of September 1065, after a 
glorious reign of twenty-eight years* Besides 
his three sons, before mentioned, he left two 
daughters, Donna Urraca and Donna Elvira, 
to whom he left some particular cities and 
lands, that they might be enabled to livp in a 
manner smtable to their dignity, without being 
dependent upon their brethren* 

Don Sancho regarded the decision of his fa- 
ther as extremely arbitrary and unjust, ironi an 
opinian that priority of birth gave him a just 
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title to all the three kingdoms ; and, up«m the 
death of his mother, he led a numerous arm^ 
into the territories of his brother Alphonso, with 
an intention to recover the crown of Leon and 
Oviedo^ This design was set aside, for the pre^ 
sent, by the interposition of the two princesses ; 
but, in the following spring, Sancho renewed 
his incursion, and a sanguinary battle ensued, 
which terminated in the defeat and subsequent 
deposition of Alphonso, who was compelled to 
assume the monastic habit, and to redre to the 
abbey of Sahagon. The conqueror then took 
possession of the vacant throne ; and, soon af- 
terwards, penetrated into Galicia, whence his 
jrounger brother retired to the court of the king 
of Seville* However, Sancho did Aot long en- 
joy the fruits of his success ; for he was soon 
alarmed by the unexpected escape of Alphonso, 
and his life was eventually terminated by assas- 
sination, whilst he was employed at the sieg^ of 
a city which he desired to wrest from his sister 
Urraca* 
. jj Don Alphonso had no sooner receiv- 
X072. ^^ intelligence of his brother's &te, than 
he took leave of his Moorish protector,* 
and repsured to Zamora, where he received the 
warmest congratulations from the principal no- 
bility of Leon and Oviedo* The Castilians also 
consented to acknowledge him as their sove- 
reign, on his clearing himself, by oath, from 
the murder of the late king ; and, on the sub- 
sequent t imprisonment of Don Garcia, the 

• All Maymon, king of Toledo. 
•f Historian* are much divided in their opinions rcspcct- 
inf^Biui Garda't imprisoiuneot; some imputing it to the 



d by Google 



SPAIN. 175 

Gaficians submitted to his authority, so that he 
once more united the dominions of his &ther, 
£ind became sole monarch of Leon, Galicia, and 
Castile. 

Shortly after he had assumed the . ^ 
reins of government, Alphonso espoused '^' 
Donna Agnes, daughter of the count of 
Poitiers ; and, about the same time, he had an 
opportunity of expressing his gratitude to the 
lun^ of Toledo, by putting an end to a war 
which threatened that prince with very serious 
consequences. His interference was then re- 
quested in the affairs of Navarre, which had 
been thrown into confusion by the assassination 
of the last king ; and he embraced that oppor- 
tunity of annexing Biscay and Rioja to his for- 
mer dominions. 

Next year a legate arrived at court, by whose 
assistance Alphonso' divorced his queen ; and, in 
the space of a few months, a new marriage was 
negociated between the king and Donna Constan- 
tia, daughter of the Duke of Burgundy. War 
was then declared against Hiaya, king of Tole- 
do, and, after four campaigns, the capital of that 
prince fell into the hands of the Christians. The 
victor permitted his unfortunate competitor to 
retire, without molestation, to Valencia, and 
even promised to protect the Moorish inhabit- 
ants in the enjoyment of their religion and laws ; 
but, as he was perfectly aware of the importance 
of his conquest, he resolved to make it the me- 
tropolis of his dominions, and exerted himself 
successfully to people it with Christians. 

tvranny or ambition of his brother, and others asserting; 
that he merited it by some intrigue against the govern- 
ment of Leon and Castile. 
Vol. XV. Q 
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The Mahomelaiis were mwwlmSm^A wkb 
oonstemation when they saw Toledo in the 
bands ci their .enemieB, and a power&l ka^jue 
was immediately formed, under the kings of 
Seville and Badajea, agunst Don AlphcAso; 
but that victCHious prince made such Witrndabie 
preparations against an invasion, and obtsdned 
the promise of such powerfiil reinfoicexnems 
from France and Burgundy, that the ii^d^s 
kid aside thdr design after one aigi^;ement» 
and negociated a peace to the satis&ction of ail 
parties. 

Upon the restoration of public tran- 
Y^' qmUity, Alphonso undertook to repair 
and repec^ie all the cities that had beea 
Akpidated dwing the late hostilities. About 
this tfme, also, he bestowed his only daughter 
upon Don Raymond, who had rendered him 
some important services ; and, in the space of a 
few years, he had the satis^suction of seeing 
Aravels, Medina del Campo, Coca, CMmedo, and 
several other important towns, restored to their 
pistine, appearance, and filled with Christiaa 
inhabitants. 

In the spring of lt)91, Don Garcia expired in 
Ibe place of his confinement, and his remAins 
were sdeninly interred in the church of St. Isi- 
dore, at Leon. His funeral was so(A fbUowed 
by t^at of Donna Constantia; and the sister 
<^f Don Raymond became the consort of Al- 
phonso. 

Sensible of the mischiefs which might result 
from the inactivity of his troops, Alphonso de- 
termined to renew hostilities against the Sara- 
cens, and accordingly made an irruption into 
Portugal, where he reduced the cities of Coim- _ 
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t»ay Saaclafen^ li&feeo, and Sio^ria* He aho 
raised scHne forces for the defence of his tribu- 
tmryj the king of Huesca ; but these were even- 
taalty defeat by Don Pedro, king of Arra- 
goa, and the Mocmsh prineipafitj^ of Huesca 
was subverted* 

Upon the demise of Donna Bertha, ^ 
the king gave his natural daughter, j^^ 
•Xhefesa, to Henry Besan^on, toother 
with all his recent conquests in Portugal ; and, 
after continuing a widower hr about two years, 
he espoused the princess Zaide (daughter of 
M<^ammed Aben Habet, king of Seville,) who 
was esteemed the most beautiful lady of that 
age, uid who cheerfully consented to change 
h^v religion, on condidoa of being ndsed to the 
ttrooe ctf* Leon and Castile. 

This aUianoe proved e^itivmely unfortunate 
for the Spanish Chdyttiaas ; for, the kings of 
Leon and Seville haimg invited Joseph, king of 
Barbary, to assist them in the reduction of aH 
the Moorish ^ineipalities in Spain, that subtle 
prince made iiims^f master of Seville, Gra- 
iiada, Almeria, and Murcia ; defeated a nume- 
rous body of troops under the commanil of 
Dob Gwcia de Cabra j and subdued the greatest 
^rt of Andalusia. He then returned with a 
prodigious number of captives to Morocco, and 
aent over such powerful reinforcements to his 
aubjeots whom he had left in Spain, that 6he of 
his genemls actually invested Toledo,' and com- 
pelled Alphonso to retire into his hereditary 
dominions. This audacious attempt was, in- 
deed, frustrated by the vigilance of Alphonso's 
troops ; but the infidels still retained an impor- 
tant post on the froniiers, whence they might 
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renew their iacursioDs upon any fikvouradle oi^ 

portuDity* 

Upon the demise of Don Rodrigo, sumamed 
theCid, or iordj the Moors hoped to hare ef- 
fected th^ recovery of Valencia, which had been 
wrested from them by the gallantry of the de- 
ceased warrior ; but Alvaro Fanez» the gover- 
nor, compelled them to retire with considerable 
loss. However, as the place was preserved with 
much difficulty and expence, it was afterwaixls 
evacuated by the royal command* 
^ . ^ Soon after this occurrence, Alphonso 
1103. ^^^^ ^^^ fourth consort, whose son, Don 
Sancho, was considered as the heir ap- 
parent to all his fatlier's dominions ; but, .not- 
withstanding he had now an heir male, the king 
resolved to enter again into the bands of matri- 
mony, and accordingly espoused a princess of 
the house of £ste» thoi^h this measure .gave 
great umbrage to the ii£uita Urraca, and her 
husband Don Raymond. 

Joseph, king of the Almovarides, havii^ ac- 
complished his designs in Africa, made 9k fresk 
descent upon Spain, with a more numerous fleet 
and army than had ever appeared in that king- 
dom* Having united his troops, and made all 
the necessary arrangements, he marched toward 
the capital, and gained a bloody victory over 
the Spaniards, who attempted to arrest his pro- 
gress at Uclea. This frital engagement, in 
which the young prince, Don Sancho, and his 
governor were massacred, was the most afiflic* 
tive reverse of fortune that the Christians had 
sustained sincew the demolition of Leon* How- 
ever, the infidels purchased their advantage so 
dearly, that they deemed it expedient to retire 
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tcy Hieir own dominions, and by .that means 
gave the Spaniards leisure to levy fresh troop% 
wad to place a strong garrison in their metro^ 
polis* 

In tlus inelancholy posture of aSaiTB, the king, 
wHose declining years and bodily infirmities dis- 
abled ham from making any great exertions, dt-* 
Fected all his nobles to appear at Leon, and to 
take an oath of fidelity to the young Alphonso, 
son of his daughter Urraca, and the king of 
Arragon*. He also gave some juificious direc- 
tions concerning the protection of his frontiers, 
and disposed the af{»rs of Tdedo to such ad- 
vantage, that die inhabitants of that city en- 
joyed the most profound tranquillity, notwith- 
standing the languishing condition of their so- 
werdgih and the increasii^ strength of their 
wai^ke enemies* At length, Alphooso VL sub- 
SKutted to the mortal condition, after he had en- 
joyed the regal digmty &Mly-four years from the 
demise of h» &ther, and thicty-seyen from the 
tinne of his r^yUoration* He appears to have 
beea one of the most prudent and illustrious 
characters that^verswayed the Spanish sc^tre, 
and from- his death maybe dated the numerous 
calamities of his subjects. 

Don Alphonso, king of Arragon and Na* 
varre, led a numerous body of troops into Cas- 
^, in ot^er to support his claim to the go- 
vemment as the husband of Donna Urraca. 
Thks step rendered him extremdy unpopular 
among the Casdlians: and his subsequent ill- 
treatment of the queen occasioned such dread- 
fill confusions in the whole kingdom, that re- 
course was eventually had to hostilities by the 
0{^06ite parties, and a sanguinary battle was- 
Q2 
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fiyught on the Campo de Espina, between tb^ 
adherents of the injured princess and those of 
her imprudent consort. Victory dcfdarcd m 
&your of the king ; the cities of Burgos, Va- 
lencia, Sahagon, and Leon, were given up to be 
pilif^ed ; and even the sacred dormitory of the 
kings of Leon was plundered by the triumphant 
soldiery* 

In tl^ sad extremity, the archbishop of Com- 
postella crowned the young prince, Alphonso 
Raymond, in the cathedral church of St. James, 
and encouraged Urraca to take refuge in Ga- 
licia. The queen cheerfully embraced this pro* 
posal, and soon levied a fresh army, which 
gained some important advantages over the 
king of Arragon, and compelled him to raise 
the siege of Astorga, which he had carried on 
for some time with equal skill and resoluUon* 

In the springof 1 1 14, a council was hekl at 
Palentia by the express desire of Urraca> in 
which the pope's legate declared, that the mar- 
riage of that princess was void and illegal, on 
account of her consanguimty with Alphonso* 
By this sentence the king of Arragon'a preten- 
sions were totally annihilated ; but the troubles 
of the state were by no means appeased, for the 
disappointed monarch contrived to raise a for- 
midable rebtllion in Galicia. The queen gave 
great umbrage to many of her nobility, by the 
ill-timed severity which she exercised upon het 
son's most zesdous partisans, and the Moors 
made several irruptions in hope of profitmg 
from these intestine commotions. 

Sometime after Alphonso Raymond 

I II 8. ^^sissumed the reins of government, 
and made his public entry into Tde- 
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<k>» Urraca prefuled on him to assist in reco- 
.▼ering some places which vere still held by the 
king of Arragon ; but she soon took offence at 
liis conduct, and a fresh series of calamities re- 
milted firom her violent temper* At length, 
boiwever, afier she had violated many engage- 
rnients, forfeited the affection of her truest ad- 
herents, and proceeded to such extremities as 
tlireatened a general rupture, her wild projects 
vrere terminated by death, and her remains 
3nrere interred in the church of St. Isidore, at 
X^icon* 

The king, who must now be distin- . ^ 
giiished by the title of Alphonso VII. j^^^' 
came to Leon within two days after the 
death of his mother, and was received with 
every testimony of loyalty by the nobility of 
Leon, Castile, and Asturias. There were, in* 
deed, some malecontents in the cities of Valen- 
cia, Carrion, Burgos, and Villa Franca, that re- 
fused to acknowledge his authority, but they 
were successively reduced to obedience ; and 
before the end of the year,, the new monarch 
found himself in fiill possession of all his grancK 
Other's dominions, most of them being regain- 
ed by his victorious arms, or prudent; conduct, 
and the rest being ceded by the king of Arra- 
gon in an amicable treaty. 

As soon as Alphonso had procured the bless- 
ings of tranquillity for his subjects, he deemed 
it expedient to provide for the succession by a 
prudent marriage, and, accordingly, espoused 
Donna Berengara, the count of Barcelona's 
daughter, who was equally famed on account of 
her personal charms and mental accomplish- 
ments* The year following he held a council at 
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Valenda^ In whkh many salutaiy canons \«^et^ 
enacted ; and, about the same time, the inhaint^ 
antsof Toledogained some impoitant advantages 
over the Saracens. 

The spring of 1131 opened with various tn>u- 
blefi, and cdled all the abilides of Alphonso 
into action ; fiir be was at once alarmed by an 
hiBurrection in the Asturlas, an incursion of the 
infidels^ and an invasion of Galicia by Don AI- 
]Aon80 of Portugal. However, the king acted 
with such prudence and vigilance upon this try* 
ing occasion that the rebels were soon com* 
pelted to lay down their arms ; the Moors were 
defeated with prodigious loss, and driven to 
the very gates of Cordova ; and the Portuguese 
invaders were speedily repulsed, and stripped 
€i sdl their former possessions in the country of 
Limmia. 

Having delivered himself from these formi- 
dable enemies, Alphonso marched with a nu- 
merous army into ^e territories of Arragon, 
where he offered to assist the new king, Don 
Ramiro, against the infidels, and Avhere he re- 
ceived Ae benedictions of the Arragonian pre- 
lates. Ramiro was so highly gratified by his con- 
duct on this occasicHi, that he yielded to him the 
city of Sarragossa. The new king of Navarre 
also paid him voluntary homage, in order to 
obtain his protection ; the counts of Thoulouse 
and Barcelona took the earliest opportunity of 
acknowledging their vassalage ; and preparations 
were made at Leon for investing the successful 
prince with imperial honours. 

The ceremony of coronation was performed 
with all possible magnificence, and the shouts of 
^ Long live his imperial majesty Don AlphonsO)'' 
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jnesoonded through every part of tlie fojal city s 
but the circumstance of Alphonso's e]evati<m 
s<x>n excited the jealousy of his neighbouj^ and 
a league was formed against him by the kings 
of Kavarre and Portugal- Howevery his exertions 
were attended with c6mplete success, and he was 
soon enabled to tucn his arms against the infi- 
dels, from whom he wrested the fortresses of 
Oreja and Mora, the city of Coria, and some 
other places of great importance* 

Elated with these repeated conquests, . ^ 
.the emperor resolved to make an attempt ^'^l 
on the city, fortress, and port of Almeria, 
.which had long, been formidable to the Chris* 
lian states of Spain and the adjacent islandSf 
both on account of their prodigious strength, and 
us the grand rendezvous of Moorish pirates* 
Accordingly he levied a numerous body of 
f(Mt:es ; procured some powerful succours from 
Arragoo, Montpelier, Pisa, and Genoa ; and ef- 
fected liis great design, after a siege of about ten 
weeks* All the inhabitants that were found in 
arms perished by the sword ; the greatest part 
of the plunder was appropriated to the use of 
the allies ; and the imperial victor regarded this 
campaign as one of the most glorious and bene* 
ficial that had ever been undertaken by a Spa^ 
nish prince* 

Aben Gama, the Moorish viceroy, was so 
deeply chagrined at the loss of Almeria, that 
he panted with impatience for an opportunity 
of revenging himself on the Spaniards, and, after 
some time, formed a project for the assassination 
of the emperor : but his diabolical intention was 
turned upon his own head ; and Alphonso soon 
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obtuiwd amdier gloiious ^cCoiy^Tev Ihe: 
dels. 

Having made a partidcMi of tenitmy 
Iw two sons, Sandio and Ferdinand ; and hav- 
ing also aoleoinizod a marriage between iilft 
eldest son, Sancho, and tfar sister of die kii^ <€ 
Navane, the eH4>eror resolved to enter a second 
time into ^e connubial bonds^ Accordingiy 
he espoused the princess Rica, daughter of JLa^ 
<Uslaus II. king of Poland. The longs of Fraiioe 
and Navarre formed conjugal alhances about 
the same time ; and the ^Minish court was so 
entirely ei^^aged bf these circumstances, that tlw 
Saracens be^sn to enjoy some resfHte hom the 
fieece atta^ of dMir implacable enemy. Al- 
phonsoi however, soon conmoed them that lus 
military seal was unidwted ; and the Moorish 
city of Andujar, which had hitherto esciq>edy 
was soon added to his other brilliant conqaests. 

About the spring of U 56 a profect wvs form* 
ed for the invasion of Navarre by the Arragoni- 
ansy but we have no satis&ctory account of die 
progress of that war. It appears, however, that 
the emperor's attention was diverted from it by 
a thneafcened invasion of the Moors, and that he 
fou^t with his usual success agsunst those an- 
cient enemies. But he was incapacitated from 
pursuing his victory, by a violent distempers 
which compiled him to halt at the frontier town 
of Fresneda, and terminated his mortal existence 
on the aist of August 1 157. He was indispu* 
taUy one of the greatest monarchs, most suc- 
cessful generals, and ablest politicians that Spahi 
could ever boast of. He extended his dominions 
fiom the mountains, of Biscay to Uioae of the 
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tMoreaa; he obtained the imperial title \af 
tlie Iiomage of the kings of Navarre and Arra- 
%oKk .^ he was highly reelected by ail the neigh* 
bouring princes ; and bis own siU)}ects regarded 
feugcx witb the most afiectionate feindness &r hia 
striot muntenance of their ancient laws «id pri«> 
irileges* 

As soon as the mournful ceremony <^ a n 
XkkG emperor's interment was over, Don j' 
^ancho and Don Ferdinand repaired to 
Burgos, where the first was unanimousif ac- 
knowledged king of CastiJe, and the secimd was, 
^with equal unanimity, admitted to the sovereigSh 
ty of Leon, the Asturias, and Galicia* The 
young princes, however, were unfortunately 
more attentive to the pomp of tiie'ur maugun^ 
tions than to the discharge of their regal duties: 
and the Saracens began to make such incursions 
into the Spsoiish territories as overwhelmed the 
Christians with consternation* Pedraches, An« 
dujar, Baeza, and several other important {daces, 
were recovered by these assailants with surpris* 
Ing rapidity ; and in the space of one campaign 
the Spaniards were driven out of all the territo^ 
ries which had been conquered, by their late 
emperor, in Andalusia. 

Whilst tiie court of Castile was alarmed by 
these unexpected calamities, the new king q£ 
Leon was persuaded to dismiss most of the old 
statesmen who had been peculiarly honoured 
with his royal parent's finvour : and, upon those 
persons retiring to Burgos, he marched at the 
head of a numerous army into his brother's do- 
minions. But Sancho treated him with such 
fraternal kindness, and expatiated so forcibly on 
the danger of listenji^ to the su^estions of 
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parasites,' that the old counsellors were remstat- 
ed in their employ merits, and Ferdinand escaped 
the snare which had been artfully laid for the ex- 
press purpose of subverting his government and 
authority. Shortly after this occurrence^ Don 
Sancho concluded an amicable treaty with the 
kings of Arragon, and Navarre. 

In consequence of the great success which bad 
recently crowned the arms of 'the Moors, and of 
the prodigious succours which were said to be 
raising in Morocco, the knights Templars, who 
had hitherto held Calatrava as a fief from the 
crown, made a voluntary resignation of a town 
which they were unable to defend : and the king 
of Castile published an edict, whereby he offer- 
ed the place to any of his nobles or prelates who 
would undertake to preserve and maintain it. 
Hereupon Saint Raymond, abbot of Vitero, ex- 
pressed his resolution of defending Calatrava ; 
and, without any other assistance than that of a 
monk called Diego Velasquez, he raised twenty 
thousand followers in the space of a few weeks : 
upon this success he gave the Cistercian order a 
military turn ; and from hence arose that order 
of religious chivalry which has, in later ages, 
been distinguished by the name of Calatrava. 

Upon the arrival of the Moorish forces from 
the court of Morocco, the kingdom of Toledo 
was threatened ^ith a powerful invasion ; and 
Aben Jacob, son of Abdulmenon, took the ear- 
liest opportunity of commencing hostilities; 
but, after a most sanguinary conflict, victory de- 
cided in favour of the Christians, and their in- 
vaders were defeated with equal loss and igno- 
miny. The exultation of the Spaniards, hoir- 
ever, was soon checked by the death of Don 
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Sancho, which happened after he had worn the 
croi^n one year and ten days ; and this calami- 
tous stroke was followed by many commotions. 
Upon the deimse of Don Sancho, ^^ A D 
Oa.stilian diadem devolved to his son Al- j' g' 
pl\onso ; but, as that prince was only three 
years of age, he was left under the care of Don 
Giaitterez de Castro, who was declared sole re- 
cent. This nobleman, who was equally respect- 
sible on account of his consummate prudence 
and inviolable probity, committed the education 
of his royal ward to a person who proved un- 
equal to the trust reposed in him, and delivered 
up the infant to Don Manrique de Lara, a pow- 
erful and designing noble, who had alway« ex- 
pressed the most violent hatred against the re- 
gent* Don Guitterez exerted all his abilities to 
compromise this matter, and to regain possession 
of the young king's person : but before he could 
effect his purpose he was summoned away by 
the angel of death ; and Manrique de Lara put 
BO many artifices in execution, that even the king 
of Leon found it impossible to wrest the usurped 
regency out of his hands. 

After making several fruitless.attempts against 
the intriguing ^mily of Lara, Ferdinand deem- 
ed it expedient to compromise all differences 
with Don Manrique ; and took advantage of the 
ensuing calm to repair and fortify such parts of 
his dominions as were either indifferently peo- 
pled, or i^len to decay. He also granted seve- 
ral new privileges to his subjects, and acquired 
a considerable degree of popularity by espousing 
a princess of Portugal, in oi-der to establish a 
finn alliance between the two kingdoms, 

Manrique de Lara paid so little regard to the 
Vol. XV. R 
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^^luld Gounfiels of Ferdinand, that he used his aN 
most endeavours to enflame the mind of tiie 
young prince against the femily of Castroy and 
at length persuaded him to seise on the city of 
Toledo, which had hitherto been goTeroed by 
Don Ferdinand Ruez de Castro, and some of 
that nobleman's intimate friends. In the aocom- 
jriishment of this project much blood was shed, 
and Manriqtse himself was numbered among* the 
slain : but his brother, Don Nugnez, took the 
command of the army, and the gates ci Toledo 
were treacherously qpened, whilst the unfortti* 
nate governor retired, with a few adherents, into 
the territories of the Moors. . 

Subsequent to this occurrence, the king of 
Portugal made a sudden irrupticm into Galicia, - 
and, after a short time, made himself master of 
Badajcs* Ferdinand hearing of this breach of 
faith, resolved to besiege the aggressor in his 
new conquest, and conducted his design with 
such prudence that the Portuguese troops were 
coippietely defeated, and their royal commander 
was * taken prisoner* Alphonso was extremely 
mortified at this accident, and, in all probability, 
expected to receive very harsh treatment from 
his injured son-in-law* Ferdinand, however, 
behaved toward him with the utmost respect 
and affection ; and afiter compromising their 
difference, permitted him to return to his own 
dominions. 

• The king of Portugal attempted to march out of the 
city against his enemy $ but he was completely blocked up 
by his opponent, and, in endearouring to force his passage, 
he shattered one of his legs against the bolt of a gate, which 
accident threw his own treops into confusion, and facilitated 
\h9 victory of the asiailantSk 
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The CastUkms having expressed an earnest 
iicaire that their king should enter into the con- 
jugal state, though at this time he was ^ ^ 
only fourteen years of age, an assembly ^[^l 
ts^ the states was convened at Burgos | 
aund, in consequ^ice of their deliberations) am- 
l>assadors^ were sent to Henry 11^ of England 
(at that time in Guienne,) to demand the prii^ 
cess Eleonora, hift daughter* This proposal 
was cheerfully accepted, and the marriage was 
solemnized, in the course of the ensuing year» 
At Terrazona* 

About this time, Joseph, king of Mo* . j^ 
rocco, sent a nud^eroua body of troops in- ^'^^ 
to Spsdn, where they made some attempts 
against Valencia sotd Santafen t but they were 
repulsed with considerable lossf and thoughi 
in the following year, Joseph came over ia 
person and made himself master of Afuroiay he 
was soon obliged to return to Africa, alki the 
infidels received a signal ovei^^vr ^^m the 
band of king Ferdinand. L 

Meanwhile^ the ancient animosi^ bel«9eei>the 
£simHies of Lara and Castro was revived^ and car* 
ried to such a pitch as actually disU]ii}ed the 
][>ublic peace of Casttle and Leon, almost all the 
noble families in both kingdoms takingj)art on 
one side or the other* . At length a resolution 
was taken to determine these resentments by a 
general action; and a battle was accordingly 
fought, in the province of Tiero de Campos, 
with all the fury and obstinacy that inveterate 
hatred could inspire* Victory, however, decided 
in fevour of Don Ferdinand de Castro ; Nugne* 
and Rodrigo were made prisoners, but gene- 
rously set at liberty J and the king of Leon, 
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bestowed his sister Tiennetta on the conqueroiv 
in order to attach him the more strongly to bis 
service and interests* 

Ferdinand of Leon had lived for several 
-^ years in the most perfect felicity with 
jjy^' his queen, when the pope's legate found 
out that they stood in an equal deg^ree 
of relationship, being both of them grand-chil- 
dren of Alphonso VI« and prevailed on his 
master to annul the marriage. The king was 
highly displeased at this proceeding, and pe- 
remptorily refused to obey the papal injunction 
for seversJ months ; but as his dominions were 
put under an interdict, and as his subjects began 
to exhibit signs of discontent, he at length part- 
ed with his wife, Urraca, by whom he had an 
heir to the crown ; and about a year after, he 
espoused Donna Theresa, the daughter of Nugno 
de Lara. 

Alphonso, Mng of Castile, having freed him- 
self from a dangerous war with Navarre, re- 
solved to imitate his illustrious predecessors, 
by turning his arms against the infidels.* Ac- 
cordingly he marched, at the head of a nume- 
rous army, into the enemy's country, and, with 
the assistance of the king of Arragon, reduced 
Cuenca, a place of considerable strength, seated 
on the summit of a hill, at the confluence of 
two little streams, which, M^hen united, form 
the river Xeucax. 

Some historians have asserted that whilst 
Alphonso was employed at the siege of Cuenca, 
his uncle, Ferdinand, made an incursion into 
his dominions ; and that the Castilian monarch 
took an ample revenge by committing many 
outrages in the territories of Leon. But this 
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: seaooffi verf improbal^, tts we find the 
t«ro mottarchs, early in the ensuing 3rear9 hokU 
in^ a consultation, at Tordesilks, in order to 
«tren^^en the harmony^ which then subsisted 
ttetween their kingdoms. Shortly after this inter- 
irlew, died Theresa Lara, queen of Leon ; and 
t:Vie yeAr following, Don Feni&taiid espoused Ur* 
Y*skca Lopez, daughter of an opulent grandee in 
tlae province of Biscay. 

The king of Castle seems to have had great 
success in seveml expeditions against the in- 
fidels; 4nd in the summer of 11S4, the whole 
force of the Moors was put to flight by the kings 
lof Portugal and Leon, and their monarch, Jo- 
seph, was kiUed by a &11 from his horse. In 
4he course of the next year, they obtained some 
Advantages in Estramadura: but these were 
soon wrested from them by the Castilians, and 
tliey were again defeated with prodigious sjaugh* 
ter« 

In the autumn of 1 187, Don Ferdmand of 
Leon was taken iU on his return from Compoa- 
tella,^ and in the first month of the new year h« 
breathed his last, amidst the universal lamenta- 
lioDB of his subjects* He left diree sons, viz. 
Don Alphonso, by his first queen the in^mta of 
Portugal, and Don Sancho and Don Garcia by 
his surviving queen Urraca* He was generally 
admired for his piety, valour, and munificence; 
and his remi^w were s^mnly interred, near 
those of his grand&ther Don Raymond, in the 
cathedral of St James. 

The new king of Leon had no sooner taken 

possession of his father's dignities by the title of 

Alphonso IX. than he hastened to pay his res* 

pBCts to his royal cousin at Carrion, and, in a ge* 

R 3 
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Beral assembly of the states, he expressed 1m 
affectioQ by kissing the hand of that monarch as 
he took his seat* This salutation was aftervrards 
construed into a solemn act of homage, and oc- 
casioned several serious ruptures between the 
two princes ; though their forces acted, for som^ 
time, in perfect concert, and recovered several 
important places out of the hands of their com- 
mon enemy. 

Historians have observed that the king^ of 
Castile was inspired with unreasonable haugM" 
ness by the proposal of a marris^ between his 
daughter Berengara, and prince Conrad, son of 
the emperor Frederic Barbarossa* The iotend* 
ed bridegix)om was received at Tol^o with ex« 
ti*aoixlinary magnificence ; the ccmtract of mar- 
riage was signed ; and great preparations were 
made for the solenmization of the nuptials ; 
but, on the birth of an heir male to the throne 
of Castile, the German prince felt himself dis- 
appointed of his expectations, and returned into 
his own country without espousing the in- 
i^ta. 

Exasperated by this disappcuntment, and pre- 
suming on his cousin's youth, the Castilian mo- 
narch made an irruption into Leon, and commit- 
ted many flagrant outrages : but the king of Arra- 
gon espoused the cause of his injured neighbour^ 
and the nobles of both kingdoms interposed their 
good offices to prevent a greater effusion of 
Christian blood* 

Shortly after the termination of this war, 
cardinal Gregory, the pope's legate, declared 
that the marriage of the king of Leon with the 
infanta of Portugal was illegal and null ; and 
that therefore they ought to part. Fiading his 
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private suggestions were useless, he summoned 
a council at Salamanca, where he carried his 
pointy after excommunicating four prelates who 
Kad protested against him. The king, how- 
ever, still refused to part fi^m'his beloved con- 
sort, and persisted in his obstinacy till his do- 
xxiinions were laid under an interact, and his su- 
perstitious subjects began to clamour loudly for 
Ills obedience to the Roman pontiff. 

The king of Castile, in the mean time, had 
sent a numerous afmy into Andalusia under the 
command of the archbishop of Toledo ; and 
that prelate acted with such unexampled severity 
against the Moors, that Jacob Aben Joseph, king 
of Morocco, immediately published a gacia,* 
and came over with a jmxtigious army to re- 
venge his injured countrymen* 

Upon the first intimation of Joseph's arrival 
at Seville, the Castilian monarch cooidescended 
to crave the assistance of Navarre and Leon, ob- 
serving that he was attacked on the score of re- 
ligicm, and that the common cause of all the Spa- 
nish Christians was at stake : but before his 
cousin or the king of Navarre could march to his 
assistance, he sallied out against the enemy, and 
came to a general action, in the vicinage of Alar- 
oos, which terminated in the utter defeat of his 
army and the loss of his own military reputation* 
Upwards of twenty thousand Castilians were 
cut to pieces upon this melancholy occasion ; the 
camp and baggage were likewise taken by the 
victorious enemy ; and the shattered remains of 

* The gaeia answers to a popish crusade^ and insures, to 
every Mussulman who either kiils a Christian orpcriahea 
in the attempt, a plenary absolution from all his sms, anct 
tn iaimediate entrance into the joys of paradise. 
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the Chrittiazis retired^ with great diffictd^ to the 
iJNtificadons of Ttiledo. 

Alphonso had -Bcarcdj eotered \m 
^'' capital before the kiDg of Leon anivted 
with a numeroiiB army, and expostulated 
smldly on the imprudence of the recent action ; 
but the proud Castilian answered in such inso- 
knt terms, that his auxiliary immediately re- 
turned, in disgust^ to his own dominions, and 
the king ofNavarre followed his example; while 
Jacob Aben Joseph reduced Alarcos and Cala- 
tmva, and made a iiirious irruption into Pc»r- 
tugaJ, where he murdered all the ecclesiastics 
who feU Into his hands, and wasted the country 
with unparalleled barbarity* 

Whilst the infidels were thus marking tbeir 
progress with fire and sword, the king of Castile 
left the security of his own territories to chance, 
and turned his arms agatm^t his cousin. In this 
expedition he took sevesral |daces of inconsider* 
able strength, destroyed one of the suburbs be- 
km^ng to the cajntal, and wasted all the open 
country with a degree of crudty little inferior 
to that of the Moors. Upon his return to Toledo, 
be entered into a negodation with Pedro, king 
of Arragon, and prevailed on him to assist him 
an his next campaign ; so tiiat it seemed as if the 
Christsm princes had resolved to act in concert 
with their merciless laTaders, and to accelntite 
each other's destruction* 
j^ j^ At this critical juncture, the Moorish 
ji^^ ' prince appeared in the field, at the bead 
of an army which t;hreatened nothing 
less than the utter subversion of the Castilian 
government : a circumstance which induced Al- 
phonso to suspend his resentment against his 
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cousin, and to provide for his own safety by 
garrisoning his fortresses, and remaining among 
tlie mountains with a flying army, which might 
harass and weaken the enemy without incur* 
ring the danger of a pitched battle. In con- 
sequence of these precautions, the expected ruin 
of Castile was averted, and the Moors were com- 
p>e]Ied, after a fetiguing campaign, to retire into* 
.A^ndalusia. Immediately after the infidels had 
retreated, Alphonso renewed hostilities against 
Leon, and the king of that country resolved to 
check his progress by force of arms. However, 
by the strenuous advice of the nobility, all dif- 
ferences were compromised ; peace was con- 
cluded between the contending princes ; and a 
marriage was, soon afterwards, solemnized be- 
tween the king of Leon and the infanta of 
Castile. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Alphonso , -. 
of Castile concluded an advantageous ^^^g' 
peace with the miramolin of Africa. He 
also gained some important advantages against 
the king of Navarre ; and his satisfaction on 
these aMHpMvas soon after augmented by the 
maniage^^his daughter Blanche with prince 
Louis, heir apparent to the crown of France. 

Meanwhile, pope Innocent III. succeeding 
Celestine in the papal chair, took umbrage at 
the union of the ^ng of Leon with his cousin, 
and sent positive orders to his nuncio tb dissolve 
the marris^. The nuncio, being less violent 
than his master, gave time for the father and 
husband of Donna Berengara to send their 
ambassadors to Rome ; but the haughty pon-i 
tiff* persisted in his resolution,^ and enforced obe- 
dience to his commands by threatening to lay 
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all the churches of Leon and Castile under an 
interdict. The king of Leon resolved, for some 
dme, to resist this arbitrary proceeding, and ac- 
tually persisted in his design, till a schism arose 
among his prelates in consequence of the threat- 
ened interdict, and the whole kingdom was 
thrown into consternation. At length, however, 
he permitted his consort to retire to her ^ther'tf 
court, and the pope vouchsafed to declare the 
children legitimate, because the marriage had 
been solemnized on both sides with sincere and 
laudable intentions. The divorced queen gene- 
rously gave up her dowry to her affectionate con^ 
sort ; her eldest son, Don Ferdinand, was decla-* 
red heir apparent to the crown of Leon, in case 
of his brother's demise ; and the other childro), 
viz. Alphonso, Eleonora, Constantia, said Beren- 
gara, were left under their father's protection. 

Though the surrender or the queen's 
j^^' dowry was perfectly voluntary, and sane* 
tioned by the papal confirmation, it 
seems to have been disagreeable to the king 
of Castile, as his governors refused to surrender 
the places which constituted tha^dfVty, and 
a war ensued, which, with the interpositicm of 
some truces, continued for three years. At 
length, however, the cause of dispute was ob- 
viated, by the king of Leon's generosity ; aiKl 
the attention of the Castilians was totally en- 
grossed by a marriage between this monarch's 
second daughter, Urraca, and the in&nt Don 
Alphonso, of Portugal. 

As the truce with the miramolin was now on 
the point of expiring, the Castilian monarch be- 
came extremely sdicitous to put an end to all 
disputes among his Christian neighbours, and 
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be prudently compromised his own dlfibrence 

-with the king of Navarre, by which meaQt 

lie obtained the promise o£ speedy and zealous 

assistance against the Moors. Having taken 

these precaudons, and bestowed the order of 

kT\i^lithood on the infant, Don Ferdinand^ he 

advanced, at the head of a numerous army, to 

A^lcala, and overran the greatest part of the 

liLingdom of M urcia, till the extreme heat of the 

season compelled him to retire. However, his 

triumph on this occasion was soon converted 

Into mourning : for Mohammed, king of Mo* 

rocco, having passed the Sierra Morena, made 

liimself master of Salvatierra after an obatinate 

resistance ; and the infant, Don Ferdinand, being 

over-fatigued by the campaign, fell ill of a fevert 

and breathed his last, soon after his return to 

Madrid. 

As It appeared that the king of Morocco had 
actually assembled his whole force with an in- 
tention to destroy the kingdom of Castile, A1* 
phonso resolved to have recourse to a crusade 
for the defence of himself ai^ his Christian brt-^ 
thren. Accordingly he sent the bishop of Se- 
govia to Rome, and some other eminent prelates 
into France, to ^cilitate his design, whilst him«> 
self contrived to fix the kings of Arragon and 
Navarre in his interest. These exertions were 
crowned with complete success : for the pope 
readily sanctioned the undertaking ; prodigious 
multitudes enlisted under the holy banners in 
France, Italy, and Germany ; the grand rendez* 
vous of the confederates was app(»ntedat Tole- 
do about the month of May ; and on the sixteenth 
of July a battle was fought in the vicinage of 
Tolose, which terminated in the utter defeat of 
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the xniramolin, and the loss of two hundred 
thoasand of his bravest followers. The Chris- 
tians, whose loss was remarkably trivial, pursued 
the fugitives till the approach of night, and then 
took possession of the enemy's camp, while the 
Spanish bishops performed a solemn te deunty 
and the greatest part of the spoil was cheerfuDj 
relinquished by the Castilians to their foreign 
auxiliaries. Thirty-five thousand horses are said 
to have fallen into the hands of the victors on 
this memorable occasion ; and the quantity of 
arrows, spears, and javelins found upon the field 
of battle was so prodigious, that they served the 
confederates for two days, as fuel for dressing 
their provisions, though, during that time, they 
burnt nothing else. 
. -^ After the conquerors had devoted 
1 21 a. *^"t three days to repose and refresh- 
ment, they resumed their progress, and 
ravaged all the country as far as Baeza. They 
then proceeded to Ubeda, which they determined 
to reduce either by famine or assault ; but, as 
the inhabitants defended themselves with as- 
tonishing bravery, and the fortifications were 
of extraordinary strength, they thought proper 
to raise the siege, and to^ repass the Sierra 
Morena. On their arrival at Calatrava, the king 
of Arragon bade adieu to the confederates, and 
returned to his own dominions: the king of 
Castile, accompanied by Sanchez of Navarre, 
returned in triumph to Toledo ; and an annual 
festival, called the " Triumph of the Holy Cross," 
was instituted to commemorate the great event 
which, in a great measure, determin^ the, fete 
of the infidels in Spain. 

Whilst Alphonso was engaged in this import* 
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nnt urar, the king of Leon had recovered all the 
places that had been conquered by the Castitians. 
However, his cousin was so fiir from revenging 
these acts of hostility, that he generously yield- 
ed all pretensions to the objects of former dis- 
pute, and assured his roysd kinsman of a per- 
petual and unfeigned friendship. About this 
time, the infiuit, Don Pedro, of Portugal, fled 
from the malice of his brother to the mira- 
tnolin ; and that monarch retired, soon after- 
wairds, to his African dominions, where he pass- 
ed the remainder of his life in sorrow and vexa- 
tion. 

^Alf^onso took the field again as soon as he 
had arranged his affairs ; reduced Duegnos and 
some other places at the foot of the Sierra More- 
na ; efl^ted the reduction of Alcaros after an ob- 
stinate i^esistance, and returned in triumph to St. 
Torcaz. 

In the course of the next year, the king of 
t^on, with the assistance-of some Castitian ca- 
valry, made himself master of Alcantara, and 
threatened some other places with reduction : 
but the excessive heat of tlie weather delayed 
the execution of his designs, and obliged him to 
put his troops into quarters for refreshment. 
Soon after Ids return from this campaign he was 
deeply afflicted by the death of his heir apparent, 
the infant Ferdinand, whom he had by Theresa 
of Portugal ; and this melancholy circumstance 
incapacitated him for some time from resuming 
the war. 

The king of Castile being extremely ^licitous 

for the welfare of his cousin, and supposing that 

he did not perceive the great advantages which 

might result from his entering zealously into the 

Vol. XV. 8 
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war against the infidels^ invited him to a fticMid^ 
ly conference at Placentia : but before he him- 
self arrived at that place, he was attacked by a 
malignant fever, which terminated his life on the 
sixth of August, after he had swayed the sceptre 
for about fifty-five years. 

^ Don Henry succeeded his &ther, in 

1214. ^^ eleventh year of his age, under the 
protection of the queen dowager ; but, at 
she followed her Consort to the grave in about two 
months, the regency devolved upon the queen^ 
Berengara, in pursuance of the late monarch's 
will, and ^vith the general approbation of the 
nlition. A powerful Action, however, was soon 
formed by the counts of Lara and ixKiie otte* 
nobles, and the regent was eventually persuaded 
to resign her> office, and to leave the election c^ 
another candidate to a general assiembly of the 
states. Hereupon Don Alvaro de Lsua was cbo* 
•en jregent under several restrictions, and the 
young king was committed to his care* Bat no 
sooner was the assembly dissolved titan Alvaro 
began to exercise unlimited authoiity, and to 
govern with a rod of iron. This coiMluct exas- 
perated the people in all parts of the kingdom ; 
the ecclesiastics thundered out excommunica- 
don against the wretch who presumed to tram- 
ple on their liberties and to seize their revenues; 
the queeQ, Berengai'a, with some of the prime 
nobility, retired, in disgust, to the fortress of 
AutiUo; and all things seemed hastening^ a 
general insurrection. 

To avoid the impending calamities, or to tom 
th^m upon the head of his opponents, was the 
anxious wish of Alvaro, and with this de^gn he - 
put a Castilian gentleman to death, on pretence 
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tkat he had been employed by Berengara to pok- 
aon the king. This artifice failed of its intend* 
ed effect ; and, though the regent confirmed his 
assertion by a letter firom the queen, the popu- 
lace accused him of forgery,, and compelled him 
to raise a body of forces for his persoiud defence. 
Hereupon he levied a numerous army at Valla- 
^olid ; summoned Berengara and her partisans 
to surrender all the places they held, upon psdn 
of being treated as rebels ; and ptt^)osed a mar- 
riage between his royal pupil and the infiuita of 
Leon, in ordep to preclude the interposition of 
that court on behalf of the queen. However, 
whilst Alvaro took these precautions against his 
adversaries, and a civil war was expected by most 
of the Castilians, the young king was accident- 
ally killed, by the fidl of a tile, in the third year 
of his reign ; and the aspect of affairs was con- 
sequently changed. 

Upon the first intelligence of this . -^ 
event. Donna Berengara sent for her ^'l 
son, Ferdinand, from the court of Leon, 
and convened an assemUy of the states at Val- 
ladolid, where she was solemnly acknowledged 
queen of the two Castiles. She then made a so- 
lemn resignation of her crown to the infant Don 
Ferdinand, and caused him to be inaugurated, 
in the cathedral, amidst the universal acclama- 
tions <^ the people. As this step was taken 
without the knowledge of the king of Leon, 
that monarch felt himself offended, and actually 
marched into Castile, in order to isevenge the af- 
front which had been put upon )si^ dignity ; but 
he was soon convinced of the impropriety of his 
behaviour, and returned peaceably to his own 
dominions. 



d by Google 



SQ2 SJ»AIN. 

As Alvaro de Lara and his intriguii^. jaarti- 
sans yielded but a precaiious obedience to their 
new master^ the king resolved to reduce Chem hf 
nxccj and, accordingly, raised an corny which 
soon efiected his purpose» Alvaro was taken 
prisoner, through his own imprudence, but he 
recovered his liberty by airrendering some places 
which were stitt in the hands of his dependents.. 
He afterwards retired to Leon, and prevailed on. 
the king of that country to invade his son's tef- 
ritories ; but Alphonso abandoned the pvpject al 
the earnest solicitation of some ecclesiastics, and 
the disappointed Alv»o died, soon after, of a 
broken heart- 
. -^ Whilst the archbishop oS Toledo was 
liio.' employed in assembling a numerous af-. 
my against the infidels, Donna Berenga- 
ra negociated a match between, lier son, $ind the 
princess Beatrix, daughter to the deceased em-^ 
peror of Germany ; and the marriage was so " 
lemnized, amidst general acclamations, in the 
cathedral of Burgos. About the same time the 
knights of St. Julian took possession of Alcan- 
tara, and received a grant of all places which 
they could wrest from the Moors, to be held as 
fiefs from the crown of Leon. 

The archbishop of Toledo had the mortifica- 
tion to lose ten thousand men in a fruitless at- 
tempt upon the fortress of Requena : but the 
affairs of the enemy were in evident confusion, 
taid the petty principalities which began to mtui- 
tiply among them, paved the way to their des- 
truction. 

The ye^r 1221 was marked by the conjugal 
union of Jam^s, king of Arragon, with Dcxina 
Eleonora, aunt to the Castilian mon9]?ch ; the 
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marriage. of the infent Don' Alphoiuo with the 
daughter of Gonzalez de Molina ; the birth of 
an heir apparent to the crown of Caatile ; and 
the sui^ression of a rebellion in Galicia* In 
the ensuing year the king of Leon founded an 
imiversity at Salamanca ; Don FenHnand gain- 
ed some advantages over the infidels ; and John 
de firienne, king of Jerusalem, visited the Spa- 
nish court at Burgos, and there espoused Donna 
Berengara, the king's sister. 

Having received the hom^e of Aben Mb- 
hammed, and prevailed <hi him to surrender the 
castle of Baeza and the fortresses of Bergamilar, 
Salvatierra, and Cay^Ua, Ferdinand ordered the 
^rand master of the order of Calatrava to take 
possession of the former, with a competent gar- 
rison, and Bergamilar and Salvatierra were eva- 
cuated without dispute : but the infidels posw 
lively refused to obey their master's orders re- 
lative to Capilla, and Mohammed was cruelly 
murdered on sus{ncion of holcting a secret cor- 
respondence with the Christians. This circum- 
stance was no sooner made public, than the in- 
habitants of Baeza took up arms against the new 
garrison, and the besiegers of Capilla were re- 
pulsed with extraordinary gallantry ; but, at the 
expiration of four months, the infidels were to- 
tally defeated, and Capilla was taken^ by assault. 
This conquest was soon followed by another at 
Baeza, which was deemed remarkable, as being 
gained on the feast of St. Andrew, to whom its:, 
church was anciently defeated. 

Fiu4y in the ensuing spring, Ferdinand laid' 

the first stone of a new cathedral, at Toledp, 

which is the magnificent structure noticed by 

ittodem travellers. In the course of the s^me 

S3 
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jrear the masriage of the king and qne^ of Ar* 
ragon was annulled by a papal decree ; and the 
king of Leon, having led a numerous army into 
Estramadura, made himaelf master of CaecreSf 
which liad hitherto resisted all the attempts of 
himself and his pi^decessors* In the ficdk^i^uis 
year that monarch added the fortress of Merid& 
to his iipportant acquisitions, and obtsdned a de- 
cisive victory over a Moorish anny of eighty 
thousand men ; but whilst he was travelling- to 
Compostella in order to offer up a solemn 
thanksgiving for hi& succesa, be was seized with 
a fit of illness which put a period to his life> in 
the forty-second year of his reign* IJe l^>peaca 
to have been a prince of great mildnessi paetfy 
and justice. He was an excellent husband, thoug^b 
unfortunate in both . his ms^rriages ; and he waa 
generally beloved by his subjects, though the 
inconstancy of his temper frequently exposed 
him to inconveniences* 

As by the will of the deceased monarch) the 
infantas, Sancha and Dulcia, whom he had by 
Theresa of Portugal, were declared co-heiresses 
of bis dominions ; and as the states had solemn- 
ly^ sworn to the succession of Ferdinand, great 
disputes arose among the nobifity, and Leon waa 
thi^eatened with all the calamities of a eivil war : 
but, .oh the voluntary resignation of the pitn- 
cesses in favour of Ferdinand, the public anxiety 
was tranquillized, and the conjunction of thie 
two lungdoms under the Castiliaii monarch was 
deeded equally glorious to the sovereign and 
advantageous to the people. 
^ jj As soon as the settlement of the 
,^^, ' kingdom of Leon was completed, Dqo . 
Ferdinand concluded a treaty of alli- 



d by Google 



SPAiir. 2Q9 

"«Bce vnth the king of Portugal ; quelled a dan* 
gerous insurrection Id Galicia ; ttid granted se* 
yeral Moorish conquests to the archieiMscopal 
aee of Toledo. Ifis brother, Alphonao, tdso 
ravaged the territories of Seville and Cordonis 
axi^ gained a glorious victory over a numeroua 
arxny of infidds with the loss of only one of his 
soldiers. 

Next yearDcm Ferdinand took the field in 
persc^, and added the cities of Trtixillo, MoQ« 
tial^ and Ubeda to his ibrnier conquests ; but the 
loss of his beloved queen, Beatrix, threw a heavy 
cloud over his triumi^ and retarded the execu* 
tion of his other military designs. At the ex- 
piaration of a few months, however, his attention 
^iras ixMised by a proposal for the reduction of 
Cordova, and he entered so zealously into the 
scheme, that he soon found himself in possession 
of that importa^ city* 

Though the deceased queen had left behind 
her six sons, it was deemed advisable for the 
lung to enter i^n into the conjugal life ; and a 
marriage was, accordingly, negociated between 
him and the lady Jane, daughter to the count de 
Pcmthieu^ who had acquired an extraordinary 
r^Mitation by the suavity of her temper and the 
purity of her morals. The solemni^tion of this 
marriage, and the renewal of a league with the 
king c^ Navarre, took up the greatest part of the 
year, and precluded the possilnlity of any impor- 
tant expedition against the infidels. 

The great adihtion which had been ^ ? 
made to his dominions, in the space of ,^^q. 
a few years, obliged the king to act with 
caution in his future expeditions ; and induced 
•Urn to preserve a regular line gf fbrtificatiofis, 
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rather than to extend his authority oversoch 
places as he might eventually be forced to eyaccb- 
ate. For this reason he promised lands, imma- 
nities, and various other advantages, to all per- 
sons who would settle in the towns and vilk^es 
ntuated on his intended boundary, and he had 
the satisfiiction of seeing his proposals embraced 
with avidity. About the same time the king of 
Murda implored the protection of the Castilian 
monarch ; and in the ensuing year the king of 
Granada consented to kiss his hand, in token of 
homage, to surrender the city of Jaeh, to pay 
an annual tribute of fifty thousand pieces of gold| 
and to serve in his army, with a corps of aoxi* 
liaries, whenever it should be required, on con- 
dition that Ferdinand should afford him protec- 
tion against his enemies, and guarantee his pre- 
sent possessions- 
Having obtained the pope's permission for le* 
▼ying the third of the tenths of all his ecclesias- 
tics for the prosecution of the war, and having 
caused a fleet to be built and equipped under the 
Erection of one of his ablest officers, Ferdinand 
resolved to make an attempt on the important 
city of Seville. Accordingly he blocked it up both 
by sea and land, notwithstanding the furious op^ 
position of the Moors, and continued the siege 
with such vigour and resolution for several 
months, that the inhabitants were, at length, 
compelled to capitulate. The. king made his 
public entry into this new conquest on the twen- 
ty-third of November 1348, and the remainder 
of the year was spent in purifying the churches 
and re-peopling the city, which was totally eva- 
cuated by the infidels. 
Notwithstanding the long series of fatigues 
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triiich Ferdinaod had undergone in this and for- 

noer expeditions, he tx)ok the fidd eariy in the 

ensxiing spring, aod swept all the places which 

still remained in the enemy's hands, from Seville 

to tlie hX\ of the Guadalquiver* He then made 

preparations for carrying the war into Africa; 

&Ti^ actually obtsuned a victory over the Moorish 

ilee^ which had been fitted out for the protection 

€>£ the coast : but the execution of his grand de« 

fti^n was retarded by his infirmities, and the coiv- 

sciousnessof his s^roaching dissolution induced 

liixn to settle the domestic affairs of his kingdom, 

and to employ himself in acts of piety and hii-> 

xniliation. He is said to have died of a dropsy 

ip the thirty-fifth year of his reign ; and his re» 

Tx\ains were interred, with great solemnityi in 

tbe cathedral church of Seville* 

Alphonso X. who, for his love of li- ^ ^ 
terature, was sumamed the Wise, sue- ^art. 
ceeded his &ther, with the genenil ap- 
probation oi the pe<^|>le ; and prosecuted tiie war 
^^ainst the infidels with extraordinary zeal : but, ' 
as he was obliged, on this occauon, to debase his 
coin, great murmurings were excited in various 
parts of his dominions. However, the pope 
granted a crusade in order to facilitate the Afri- 
can expecfition ; and the attention of the Castil* 
lans was agreeably engaged by th^ marriage of 
their infimta Eleonora, with prince Edward of 
England. About the same tune the king be- 
stowed the hand erf his natural daughter, Beatrix 
de Gusman, on the king of Portugal ; and chastis- 
ed a revolt which had broken oitf on the fixintieva-. 

Ali^KMiso seems tx> have been ex* ^ p 
tremely 4eainMis ei asserting his right 1^75' 
, to. the duchy of Suabia« and of obtatn- 
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ing the imperial dignity ; and he actually pre- 
vailed on several Italian states and princes to 
approve his design : but, after a prodigious vraste 
of toil and money, he was obliged to abandon 
(his enterprize, and to apply himself to the pro- 
tectbn of his hereditary territories, which bad 
been convulsed by the revolt of his own brother, 
Don Henry, and which were still threatened 
with the most serious calamities by the intrigues 
of the recently subjugated infidels. However, be 
acted with such vigilance and resolution, that 
his treacherous relative was compelled to Bee 
into Barbary ; the Moorish kings of Murcia and 
Granada were* chastised with exemplary rigour ; 
and several places of importance were taken, and 
re-peopled either with the subjects of the con- 
queror, or with those of his ally, the king- of 
Arragon. 

Had the king, at this juncture, resigned his 
pretensions to Germany, he might have re- 
covered his former reputation, restored the gran- 
deur of his crown, and prevented those commo- 
tions which, afterwai-d, shook the very basis of 
his authority ; but he persisted in his resolution, 
though the expediency of resignation had befen 
forcibly ui^d both to him, and his competitor 
the earl of Cornwall, and the German princes 
had agreed with the king of Bohemia to pro- 
ceed to a new election. On the eighth of Sep- 
tember, the infiuit Don Ferdinand e^used, by 
proxy, the princess Blanche at St. Germidns en 
Laye, and in the ensuing spring the marriage was 
solemnized, with extraordinary pomp, at Burgos. 
T) Whilst Alphbnso was labouring, by 
1270. ^^^^ possible expedient, to raise money 
for the acconiplbhment of bis $Kvwmt» 
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design, a dangerous conspiracy was fermed 
against him by several Castilian nobles, who 
scx>n retired to the king of Granada, and de- 
manded succours from the king of Morocco. 
Hoiwevcr, this unhappy affiadr was eventually 
coTxipromised, and the mutual preparations for 
VkOsliUties were laid aside. 

This storm was no sooner overblown than Air 
phonso received the disagreeable intelligence that 
Rodolpth of Hapsburg was elected emperor of 
Oermany, and that this election was sanctioned 
by the pope. After a short deliberation, he re- 
solved to demand an interview with the sovereign 
pontiff who was then at Baucaire ; and acco^- 
ingly set out on his journey, leaving the govem- 
muent of Leon and Castile in the hands of his son 
Ferdinand. This action piS9iVed remarkably un» 
fortunate ; for, during the king's absence, the 
]N4U>ors received some powerful reinfi>fcen]^ntft 
&om AMca, with which they gained some im- 
pmtant advantages over the Cs^tilians ; the in- 
&nt Ferdinand contracted a fever in the caxxy 
palgn, which sooi\ put a period to his existence ; 
tbe archbishop of Toledo and Don Nugnez de 
Xjara were slain by the iniidels ; and Alphonso 
was ol^^^ed to return without effecting his pu]> 
.p09e relative to the affairs of Germany* 

Upon the arnval of Alphonao in his . ^ 
own dominions, his second son, Dcm ^^Jy 
Sancho, who had just concluded a truce 
with the Moors, demanded that he should be de^ 
dared heir a^pfo^nt to the crown, in preference 
to the issue of his eldest brother* This proposal 
was laid before an assembly of the states at Se- 
govia, and granted, without opposition. HoWe- 
ypX, the king of Finance* interposed on behalf of 
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his daugliter*s children, and resented so highlf 
the conduct of Alphonso that he would inunedi- 
atety have had recourse to the sword, had not 
that desngn been retarded by the interference of 
his nobility* 

The queen of Castile was so deeply naortified 
at the slight which had been put upon the me- 
-nory of her eldest son, by the late edict, that she 
took the first opportunity of returning to her fe- 
ther's court at Arragon ; where also the jHincess 
Blanche and the two in&nts sought an asylum. 
This retreat roused the long's indignation ; and 
Sancho expressed his rage by putting his uncle 
Frederic and Don Simon Reus de los Came- 
res to death, because those noblemen had been 
privy to the queen's design* Afler some timey 
•however, the quarrel in the royal femily was 
compromised ; the queen consented to return 
to her royal consort ; the princess Blanche re- 
turned into France; and the two in&nts re- 
mained under the protection of the king of Ar- « 
ragon* 

. ^ About this time Alphcmso was com- 
* j^^7 " pdled, by pope Nicholas III. to renew 
the war with the infidels : his exertionsy 
however, were attended with so little success, 
that he soon found it expedient to conclude a 
peace with the king of Moix>cco, though his son, 
Don Sancho, insisted upon canytng on hostiMc^ea 
against the crown of Granada* 

As his affairs, at this juncture, were in a ^s- 
tracted situation, Alphonso convened an assem- 
bly of the states at Seville, where he expatiated 
on the necessity of raising supplies by giving aT 
currency to copper ; and observed that he had 
terminated all disputes with the French court. 
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by promising the kingdom of Murcia to the in- 
§aixit Don ^lonso de la Cerda and his heirs< on 
condition of their paying homage to the kings 
of Castile. The proposed expedient relative to 
copper money was adopted, with little oppo- 
sition ; but, on this declaration concerning the 
sovereignty of Murcia, the greatest part of the 
members retired in disgust, and in the ensuing 
spring Don Sancho was solemnly invested with 
tUe regency at Valladolid,- under the specious 
pretence that age and infirmities had rendered his 
father incapable of government. His brothers^ 
Juan and Pedro, also concurred in this treasona- 
ble measure, and cruelly abandoned their parent 
in. his old age. 

Alphonso hearing of these circumstances, and 
Ending himself deserted by the kings of Arra- 
gon^ France, and Pq^tugal, demanded assistance 
of the king of Morocco, who, in a short time, 
landed in Spain and espoused the cause of the 
royal sufferer. Don Sancho resdved upon 
opposing force to force, and acted in such an 
undutiful manner, that his father was induced to 
disinherit him by a solemn act, and to bequeath 
his curse both to him and his adherents : but, 
after several violent struggles, the infant pro- 
fessed a lively repentance fcfr his conduct ; and 
Alplionso was persuaded to revoke his maledic- 
tion, a few days prior to his dissolution^ which 
happened on the fourth of April 1284. 
. The character of this prince has been variously 
delineated, according to the tempers or preju- 
Aces of those who have undertaken to transmit 
his memoirs to posterity. His contemporaries, 
however, have asserted that he was naturally of 
. «9 open and cheerful disposition* aSable in con- 
VoL. XV. T 
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versation, ihajestic in deportlhent, and patsion* 
ately addicted to the study of literature* He 
augmented several privileges which had been 
granted^ to the university of Salamanca ; di* 
rected a general collection of the laws^ madb by 
himself and his predecessors, to be digested 
imder proper titles,, for the benefit of his sub- 
jects ; caused a general history of Spem to be 
compiled in the Castilian language ; and wrote 
some treatise^ with his own hand, upon the 
subjects of xational philosophy, ethics, and as* 
trok)gy. 

. -^ The commencement of Don Sancfaols 
x»84. i^iS^'^^ marked by ananvamon of the 
Moors, and some other public distutb- 
luices : but aa the new king was known to 
punish with great severity and to reward with 
equal generosity, his domestic troubles were 
soon suppressed ; and such active measures were 
taken against the enemy, that their king Aben 
Joseph was compelled to conclude a peace upon 
very disadvantagebus terms. 

£arly in theensuing year, Sancho sent for his 
young son Ferdinand (whom^he had by Donna 
Maria, the daughter of his great uncle) to be 
solemnly acknowledged heir apparent to the 
throne of Castile and Leon. About the same 
time, he took an c^portunity of r^ulating the 
afi^rs of Galicia ; and of enacting several new 
laws, with the approbation of an assembly of the 
stat^ which had been convened, by his orders, 
in the city of Palencia. 

As the king's marriage with Donna Maria 
had excited the anger of the pope, and as the 
kin^m of Castile had been long distracted by 
Actions, 80 the intrigues that now brc^e out 
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anuHig Uie coortiers w^re attended with very &• 
tal conaequeDcea* Doa Liopez de Haro made ao 
ill «D use of his accumulated title% poats, aod re- 
vvnuea, that he became odious to tbe majority of 
the people » Alvara de Lara retired into Portu^ 
gal» €br the express purpose of raising forces 
ag^dnst his sovereign ; and the in£»Qts Don Juaa 
and Alonao de la, Cerda took every opportumty 
of ravaging the Castilian dominions* These 
cirouBistances involved the king in g:i«at per- 
I^xity : yet he supported hiniself with extraor- 
dinary firmness, and his exertions were crowned 
with considerable success, till, at length, he had 
the satisfactionip witness the death of Lopez de 
Haro, the arrest of Doa Juan, and the defeat c^ 
Alonso de la Cerda* 

£Iarly in the spring .of 1290, the kings of 
France and Castile had an interview at Bayonne, 
where it was agreed that the infants de la Cerda 
should possess the lungdom of Murcia^ on con^ 
dition of doing homage for it to the king of Casi- 
tile ; that PhiJJp should use his interest with the 
pope for the confirmation of Sancho's marriage ; 
and that both princes should make war upon the 
king of Arragon, who had assisted the makcon- 
tents in the late disturb^Aces* However, on the 
accession of James to the throne of Arragon, 
the ancient treaty between the kingdoms wais 
fenewed ; a new treaty was concluded with the 
king of Granada ; and the troops id Abe^ Jo« 
seph were defeated with prodigpyoua loss both l^ 
sail and land. 

Notwithstaoding tbe unmerited de- . jy 
meney which the in&ol; Doa Juan had 1293.' 
received bom the king» he soon entered 
mo freak intrigues^ and actually offered to assist 
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Aben Joseph in the reduction <^ Teresa, whicfm 
his brother had lately wrested from the isidels* 
His proposal was cheerfully accepted, and, witli 
the assistance of five thousand Moorish camky 
and a suitable number of infiuitry, he formed th^ 
siege of Teresa* Upon thb occasion he com^ 
znitted an act of unmanly cruelty which ha& 
stamped eternal infamy upon his name ; for, od 
hearing that the governor of the city had a little 
son at nurse in a neighbouring village, he con- 
trived to get the child into his possesion,* and 
publicly threatened to cut his throat, unless the 
place was immediately surrendered* This base 
lleclaration occasioning much di^rbance am<M^ 
the garrison, Alonzo Perez de Giszman came 
upon the waUs, and heard Don Juan repeat his 
threats. Don Alonso immediately dr^w his 
sword and threw it te the infisuit, saying, " If 
you, who are a prince by^ birth, and a Christian 
by education, dare to perpetrate so execrable a 
, crime, know that I dare both to keep the toivn 
and to furnish you with a weapon." This spi- 
rited address excited the admiration of all the 
troops, both Moors and Christians ; but it had 
no effect upon the obdurate Don Juan : for he 
immediately to<^ up the sword, and sacrificed the 
helpless babe to his blind vengeance. The length 
«>f the siege gave the king an opportunity of 
marching to its relief: upon which the Moors 
returned to Morocco, and Don Juan took i^efugc 
with the king of Granada* 
j^ ^ ^ The king, Don Sancho, finding that 
22A4.' his health declmed rapidly, resolved ' 
take the speediest method of arrai%i 
his concerns, previously to his expected dissc 
tion. Accordingly he convened several of , 
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nMtB wad prdb^ea^ and nade a wSI, bf mUeh 
lie i^iq^osnted the queco, regent and tntofess of 
the icd&mt Don Ferdinand, to whom all who were 
piieaenttookanoafthof fideM^. Ife afterwards 
removed to Tokde, where he ^ed in the eleretHii 
year of his reign, leaving behind him three tooBy 
Ferdinand, P^ro, and Philip ; and two daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth and Beatrix. 

Ferdmand IV* was aolennlf inau* 
gorated in the cathedral church of To* "^^ ^' 
ledo> immediately after the performance 
of Ida Other's obaeqaies; and Donna Marhiy 
the queen dowager, assumed die regency during 
ids mmority :«£iit, though every possiUe pre- 
caution was tfl^en for the preservatiRHi c/i tran- 
quillity, the court was socm involved in per- ' 
j^xides, Mid the minds of the populace were 
conuderably agitated by the pretensions of Don 
Juan and AkmiBO de la Cerda to the Castilian 
^adem ; the rebelUon of several powerful lords; 
a ifoinmdable invasion conducted by die kings 
of Arragon, France, Pmlngal, and Granada ; 
and 4he loud demapldsof l£nuy, unck to the 
'^deceased kii^, for tie regency* 

in this alarming postnre of afihirs, the queen 
vesolved to make every reasonable concession^ 
and aausdly resigned the government of the 
kingdom to Don Henry, on condition <^ her 
retsdning the care of her son's person and edu- 
cation. She also persuaded Don Juan lo lay 
aside his ifi-founded pretensions, and lured the 
disaffected nobles back to their allegiance* 

The nadonal prospect was now tolerably se- 
rene, as the queen had restored tranquiUity 
among the Castilians, and the numerous armies 
of invaders had achieved nothing of import" 
T 2 
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ftnce: but fresb disorders were soon exckedbfu 
lestfess faction ; Don Juan, with his intrigtio^ 
adherents, again renounced their aliegiaiKe ; the 
ungrateful rebel was proclaiined king at Leon, 
whilst a simUar ceremony was pe»fonned liar 
Alonso de la Cerda at Sahagun ; Tau& was in- 
vested by the king of Grtfiada ; and all things 
seemed to conspire against the existence of tfae 
present Caslilian government* At length, hoir-> 
ever, the Moors were compelled to retire into 
their own dominions; an amicable treaty was 
concluded between Ferdinand and the long of 
Portugal ; and the attention of the Gastilians 
was agreeably engaged by a treaty of jnarriage 
between king Ferdinand and the in&nta, Don- 
na Constantia, of Portugal, and between Alphon- 
80, prince of Portugal^ and the in&nta Donn^ 
Beatrix, of Castile*. 
. ^ Conscious of his inability to wresf 
2300. ^^ sceptre from Ferdinand's hands, 
and vexed at the ill success of the con* 
federates, Don Juan renounced his empty title 
of ^< King of Leon and Galicia," and swore to 
the established successioa in an Qssemhly of the 
states^ But he still k^t up a private corre^ 
spondence with the king of Arrogon^ and caf- 
ried on his intrigues with such inde&tigable 
perseverance, that he even beguiled the young 
monarch, and persuaded him to leave his mo- 
ther. Ferdinand, however, soon perceived the 
impropriety of bis conduct, and his seducer'a 
scheme was happily rendered abortive* 

Shortly after this occurrence^ Ferdinand so*' 
kmnized his marriage with the in&nta of Poi- 
tugal ; and the infant Don Henry died without 
hsu^ sdftcr rendering himself obno:i;iQus to thf 
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.^^resltest partpf the nation by the abanrdity of his 

, private and public c(Hidiict« His estates wece all 

' seized by the king, and so little respect was paid 

''to his memory, that even the rights of sepulture 

r urere negkcted till the queen generously inter- 

{ered, and expressed an intention of following 

, liis remains to the tomb. ^ Let his funeral^" 

. said this magnanimous princess, *^ be suitable to 

his rank, for we ought to remember his birth 

and Ibrget his faults." 

After the war had continued hr some time, 
^.with various success, between the crowns of 
Castile and Arragon, some overtures for peace 
were made by the latter, and a treaty was con* 
' eluded at Campillo, by which the Castilian mo- 
narch made some considerable concessions to hk 
opponent. The people, however, were, in all 
probability, anxious for peace, and these were 
the best terms that could then be obtained. 
About the same time Ferdinand referred the pre- 
tensions of the in&nta de la Cerda to the kings 
. of Arragon and Portugal, who determined that 
Don Alonso should have Albade, Tormes, Bejar, 
Valdecanieja, and several other places, the re- 
venue of which was computed at four hundred 
' thousand marvadies ; and that Don Ferdinand 
ihottld enjoy the revenue of an in&nt of Spain, 
on condition that both the princes should pay 
homage to the king for theii^ respective posses-^ 
vons. 

After some severe conflict9 with Don . j^ 
Juan de Lara, a nobleman of high rank j^^t^ 
and consummate policy, the lung re-* 
solved to renew the war against the Moors, and 
.lU'ged the expediency of that measure with such 
jlUQce$S;^ tb^t the states of VaUadoUd con^ntj^d 



d by Google 



Sit a^AtM. 

to defray the -whole expence of the cvaxxpmgn* 
* Acocmlingly, a numerouB army m^ assenkbtod, 
by the m&nt Doa Pedro, on the frontiers of Jim^ 
^hi»a, and the city of Alcaudeta was quick^ 
invested. Upon ^e arrival of the king at tins 
place, he receiTed information that two persoiB 
of the name of Carvajal were in custody, and 
stood chatved with the murder of Don Juan 
Alonso de Senavides. He knmediately ordet^ 
the prisoners to be tlirown from the summit of a 
rock, without any form of trial, though they 
ssanred him in the most pathetic manner of 
their innocence, and even offered to give the 
most irrefragabte pn>ofs. When this inhamim 
sentence was about to be executed, (he sufferers 
sumtnoned Ferdinand to answer for his injustice, 
within thirty days, at the tribunal of God* 
Some days cdfter, the king was seized with an in- 
disposition, and expired on the last day c^ that 
period. 
. jj The sudden death of Ferdin^id in- 
X312. ^oi^cd the nation in fresh commotions^ 
and excited many disputes respecting the 
regency said the tutelage of tl^ young king, AI- 
phonso, who was at this time only three years of 
age. At length, however, the two infants, Pe- 
dro and Juan, were declared regents with equal 
power ; and the care of Alphonso's educatkm 
was committed to his grandmother, Donna Ma- 
ria, who superintended it, in the most laudable 
manner, for about nine years, and then died as 
she had lived with sentiments of i^affected pie- 
ty, though her last moments were rather embit- 
tered by the contemplation of the numerous in- 
trigues and dangers to which her beloved pupil 
woukl be exposed. 
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- Ai^onso assumed the reins of govern- ^ j^ 
ment at the age of fifteen^ and exhibited j^ji^.* 
an equal share of judgment and dexteri- 
ty in the arrangement of his affairs* Such of 
tlie nobles as were too headstrong, or too ambi- 
tiious to stoop to his authority) Dvere put to death ; 
l3^ut, though their infidelity merited punishment^ 
t:lie king rendered himself obnoxious by employ- 
ing assassins rather than officers of justice to ex- 
ecute his vengeance. 

After several disturbances had been ^ j^ 
quieted in various parts of the kingdom, j^^y! 
Alphonso took the field against the 
Moors, and made himself master of Olbera and 
some other places, while the admiral of Castile 
gained a complete naval victory over a strong 
squadron which had been, recently, sent out 
from Barbary. About this time Don Juan Eman- 
uel renounced his allegiance, and prevailed on 
the king of Arragon to espouse his quarrel ; in . 
consequence of which, the Castilians were over- 
whelmed with unparalleled calamities, and some 
of their richest blood was wantonly shed by the 
daggers of assassins, and the sword of the ex- 
ecutioner. 

In the spring of 1 329, Alphonso, having es- 
poused Donna Maria, infanta of Portugal, and 
concluded a necessary peace with the king of 
Arragon, made some considerable concessions 
in order to bring back Don Juan Emanuel to his 
allegiance, opened a new campaign against the 
infidels, aiid made himself master of Tebe, to- 
gether with several little towiis and castles in 
the vicinity. 

Upon his return to Seville he engaged in an 
amour with L^nora de Guzman; a lady of hi^^h 



d by Google 



330 spAxir« * 

quality and great endowments of mind, by yfboia 
he had a numerous issue, and on whom he la- 
vished his whole affection while his lawful wife 
was scarcely treated with decent respect Some 
time after Uie commencement of this amour, the 
king received Don Alonso de la Cerda into &- 
vour ; instituted a new order of knighthood, cal- 
led the Order of t;he Band ; and concluded a truce 
with the Moors, who had distressed his subjects 
beyond hieasure, and made themselves masters 
of the important fortress of Gibraltar. 

In the summer of 1 335 the Castilian troq» 
were called into action by an unprovoked irrup- 
tion of Henry de Solis, viceroy of Navarre ; and 
the kin^ Was threatened with the direst calami- 
ties by the new intrigues of Don Juan Emanuel 
and Don Juan de Lara : but tlie invader was sood 
repulsed with great slaughter, and the two trai- 
tors were first proscribed in an assembly of the 
states, and afterwards persuaded to elude des- 
truction by making due submission to their in- 
jured sovereign. 

j^ ^ Abul Assan, king of Morocco, hearing 
j^j^' that hiff son, Abul Malic, had fiiUen in 
an encounter with the Castilians, assemr 
bled a humerous fleet and army in order to re- 
venge his death, and commenced hostilities with 
a degree of fury expressive of implacable resent- 
ment. The Castilian fleet was totally unable 
to resist the invaders, and fell a sacrifice in an 
unequal conflict ; and the city of Tarefe was re- 
duced to great distress by the united exertions 
of the kings of Morocco and Granada. At 
length, however, the king of Portugal marched 
to lus son-in-law's asnstance ; the king of Arra- 
gon seat afleet, for the same puipose, under the 
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command of Don Pedro de Moncado ; and k 
battle ensued, in which the Moorish princes were 
defeated with the loss of two hundred thousand 
men. 

Notwithstanding his ill success in this 
campaign, the king of Morocco still per- ' ' 
sisted in his sanguinary intentions, and 
seemed deteimined to return once more into 
Spain* Hereupon Alphonso formed the impor- 
tant project of reducing Algeriza, and, though 
every possible ezerdon was made against him by 
the enemy, it was at length surrendered, by the 
kings of Morocco and Granada, and the Casti* 
lian banner was displayed upon the walls, to the 
immortal honour of this waiiiKe prince and bis 
&ithfiil nobles. 

The peace which followed this memorable 
exploit proved to be of short duration ; and the 
military order of Alphonso prompted him to 
midertake the recovery of Gibraltar, which had 
been unfortunately lost during his minority* 
This project, having been a^^roved in an assem* 
bly of the states, was immediately pot in execu- 
tion, and the siege was continued for twelve 
months with unremitdng assiduity on the part of 
the Castilians, whilst the king of Morocco was 
prevented, by some domestic commotions, from 
attempting any thing for its relief. But at the 
. very juncture when the garrison began to think 
of capitulating, a plague broke out in the Chris- 
tian camp, and Alphonso fell a sacrifice t6 its 
fiiry on the 26th of March, 1349, in the thirty- 
seventh year of his reign. 

The Castilian diadem now devolved ^^^ 
upon Don Pedro, the only surviving son ,^^^^ 
of Alphonso and the queen. This prince, 
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though only sixteen years of age, cotnmeoced 
his reign with such cruel and sanguinary mea- 
sures as induced his subjects to brand him Vith 
the epithet of " Cruel." Leonora de Guzman 
was basely murdered, at the queen mother's re- 
quest, in the very act of embracing her unfortu- 
nate children ; Garcilasso de la Vega, son to the 
chancellor of Burgos, was assassinated by the 
royal command; the estates of Don Nunez de 
Lara were confiscated without the least shadow 
of justice ; and the remonstrances of the states, 
and the saiutary advice of his grandfather, the 
king of Portugal, were equally despised and dis- 
regarded by the new sovereign* 

Don Pedro appears to have acted, upon all 
occasions, in the most cruel and tyrannical man- 
ner, insomuch that friends, relatives, ministers, 
and allies, were frequently sacrificed without 
pity or distinction. He appears, however, to 
have been susceptible of love, and to have bowed 
in admiration before the shrine of beauty ; for 
he became so violently enamoured of a lady of 
quality, named Maria de Padilla, that his most 
infamous courtiers converted his passion to their 
private advantages ; and his subjects generally 
believed him to be under the immediate power 
of witchcraft. 

Maria de Padilla was easily persuaded to be- 
come Pedro's mistress, though the queen dow- 
ager was actually treating of a maniage for her 
son with Donna Blanca, daughter of the duke of 
Bourbon, and the nuptials were, soon after, so- 
lemnized between the king and that heiress. 
. However, the concubine retained her dominion 
over the heart of her royal lover, and the unfor* 
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Innate bride was sentenced first to solitary im- 
prisonment, and afterward to death. 

These violent proceedings excited the mur- 
murs of the people ; and even the queen mother^ 
with several of the prime nobility, were so exas- 
perated at his repeated cruelties that they deter- 
jmined to renounce their allegiance, and fortified 
tlietnselves in the city of Torro. Pedro, how- 
ever, took such active measures, and invested the 
place so quickly, that they were soon compelled 
to surrender, and such a number of victims were 
sacrificed to the king's resentment, that theoueen 
dowager fainted at the horrid spectacle, and vras 
removed to the palace in a state of insensibility. . 

Shortly after the reduction of Torro, a . j^ 
•war broke out betweenthe crowns of Cas- ^^56! 
tile and Arragon ; and, though Pedro 
gained some considerable advantages in the first 
campaign, his measures were, in a great measure 
frustrated by his own imprudence. The rebel- 
lion of Don Juan de la Cerda, and Alvaro Perez 
de Guzman, seems to have inflamed his resent- 
ment, at this dme, to a pitch of ungovernable 
iiiry ; and he was so extremely irritated at the 
escape of some prisoners whom he had marked 
out for destructimi, that he actually glutted his 
revenge with the blood of his own brother Don 
Frederic, and of his cousin Don Juan de Arra- 
gon, each of whom was inhumanly butchered 
in the royal apartments. In the following year 
he caused his aunt, Donna Leonora, to be put to 
death ; ordered the widow of Don Juan, infant 
of Arragon, to-be taken off by poison ; and or- 
dered a priest to be burnt alive for having pi^e- 
sumed to warn him of his approaching fitte. 
Pis treasurer, Samuel Levi, was also butchei^d 
Vol. XV. U 
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f>r no otber reason than that the king ndiglit 
have an opportunity of appropriating faisim* 
mense riches to his own use. 

Mohammed Barbarossa, king of Granada^ 
.having made an irruption into the Castilian teni* 
tones, Pedro concluded a peace with ArragoOy 
in order to revenge this insult ; and prosecuted 
the new war with such vigour, that Mc^ianoaed 
soon found it imposnUe to resist his arms, and 
resolved to etude destruction by a timdy sub- 
mission. With this intention he went in person 
to Seville, and was received with apparent cordi* 
alrty : but the superb apparel of his attendants, 
and the report of his own wealth, had such as 
effect upon the avaricious mind of Pechti, that 
the new vassal was suddenly proclaimed a tiw 
tor, exposed to public derision, and . evientuaDy 
massacred, with all his attendants. 
. ^ About this time, died Malta PadUl% 
1361. leaving o^^ ««* a*id three daughters to 
the protection of her lover. Pedro waa 
desirous of legitimating these chihiren, and carv. 
lied his design, in an assembly of the states, bf 
asserting that he had espoused their mo^er pre* 
Tiously to his marriage with Donna Bleiica. 
Three witnesaes were produced in support of 
this declaration ; and Don Alphonso was ac- 
toowledged heir to the crown : but that prince 
ivas soon summoned away by the angel of death; 
and the king was so deeply afl^cted at his losBy 
that he settled all his al^rs iHider the appreheo- 
«ion of falling a victim to unconquerable griefi 

Meanwhile, Henry de Transtantare, having 
escaped from the hands of his unnatural brewer, 
and obtained the protection of Charles V. Idop 
of France, collected a pro<ygtou8 number of ad^ 



d by Google 



SPAIN. 225 

rventurers for the cpnquestof Castitey under tlie 
bttDoers of Bertrand du Guescfin, and Count de 
la Maithey whom he appointed heads of the ex- 
jMditioD* Some EnglLih ofiiceraalso tendered 
their assistance, and the king of Am^n em- 
l>raced with ardour the scheme of deposing his 
i&Tuel enemy. Pedro exerted all his abilities 
sigainst.the invadersi and carried on hostilities, 
£br som^ time, with tokrable success ; but his 
.efforts were at length overpowered, and Henry 
^WBs solemnly placed on the throne of Castile. 

Pedro was no sooner assured that his rival had 
mounted the throne, than he retii-ed to Guienne, 
jtfid implored the assistance of Edward, sumam- 
cd the Black Prince. Edward cheerfully accept- 
ed an offer which might counterbalance the glory 
of the French, and gave his suppfiant a body of 
troops which soon reinstated him in alI4iis dig- 
nities ; but his competitor soon found ujeans to 
raise new auxiliaries, and a battle was fought, 
in the spring of 1369, between the two brothers, 
which proved fatal to Don Pedro ; for the iprce^ 
,of that prince were quickly defeated, and he was 
dispatched by the incensed victor, and his atten* 
dants* Ti)is monster of cruelty died in thp 
thlrty-lburth year of his age, and the nineteenth 
o£ his reign* He left behind him one hundred 
^d fifty millions, in gold and silver, besides an 
inunense treasure in plate and jewels ; and had 
issue by two concubines besides Maria Padilla* 

Don Henry took immediate possession . ^ 
oi his brother's dominions, though his jl^g* 
pretensions were disputed by many of 
.the Castilian nobles, md he was threatened with 
ja formidable invasion by the kings ^ Portugal, 
iVrragon, and Cimnda* Tq an oixUnary mind 
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these obstacles might haye appeared insopemble : 
but Henry acted with such prudence in die cabi- 
net, and such heroism in the field, that his ene^ 
mies were eventually compelled to solicit a peace; 
and he found himself sufficiently powerful to 
make a claim upon the Portuguese diadem in 
right of a princess whom he had married. This 
claim occasioned some hosulities, by wliich the 
generality ofthe people were necessarUy sufferers: 
but these were soon terminated ; and Henry re- 
tained the Castilian sceptre with great glory foir 
ten year?* Historians are much divided in their 
opinions of his death, some affirming that he 
fell a victim to a natural disease, and others as- 
serting that he was taken off by poison. 
^ ^ Don Juan succeeded his fii,ther without 

*q] opposition, and was solemnly crowned^ 
with his consort Leonora, in the city of 
Burgos. He resembled the deceased prince ex- 
ceedingly in his temper, and exerted himself up- 
on all occasions to protect his subjects in the 
full enjoyment of peace : 3ret he exhibited great 
courage in repressing the attacks of his enemies^ 
and acquired a considerable degree of reputa- 
tion by the prudence and execution of his military 
designs. On the decease of his first queen he 
espoused the infanta Donna Beatrix of PoPk 
tugal ; and by that marriage acquired a title to 
the dominions of his &ther-in*law Ferdinand. 

Shortly after the celebration of his second nup^ 
tials^ the king was informed that his brother Al- 
phonso had shaken off. his allegiance, and forti- 
fied himself in Gijon. Accordingly he hastened 
to invest that place, and soon compelled the trai'> 
tor to surrender. About the same time it was 
agreed, in an assembly of the states, that the era 
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ttf CfBtary wfakli hMd teen hitbertD used; thoild 
be laid aside for that of Cbmt. 

Upon the tweoty-flecond of Ocloher# ISS% 
Portugal wm involved in coo&aion by the detch 
of Ferdmandt aod Don JoaD detemuned toaaaert 
Ilia right to the crown b^r fbrce of anna: biit» a&> 
ter aeveral aaagiimary conffictai he ^was oWged 
to abandon his mUerprise, and hUowndoimnioaa 
^reiV) soon afierwardii invaded by Jk>kn of Gannt, 
duke of Lancaater. Thia imder, howeveiv 
OQoaented to witbdrair bia pfetfiDaioQ3» on con- 
dtitioQ that tbe mfsmi J>oo ifaurf alioiild espouae 
one «f tbe duke'a danghtera ; that six ibsindml 
tbouaand pieoea of gold ahould he paid Ibr the 
expenc^ of the war ; that the dncfaesa of Lan- 
caater should receive forty thonaand franks per 
aynniKD^; md that tbe heir jippanent ao the crown^ 
of Caatile ahsaild i>ear the title 4)f ^ Pnoce of 
AaturiM.'' 

Shorty afber die oeaaatjoft of hoedl> 
ities, Juan erected a new ofdcr of kotgfat- , IJi; 
hood, wJbaAkeatykid that of JAie^" Holy ^^ 
GJboat." He afa> everted hinaelf Miccessfully 
to obtain tbe <dianuaaal of aome Chriiitians of 
^tindm Asm the city of Morocco; and 
kaa ibe aaj^&ctkm of moeinng their gcatefiil 
a<duio«dedgmenta} ontbe soadtoBm^^^ hat^ 
whilst he «raa Attending widh great (delight, to 
aooae equeatrian esecciae^ he was «n£«t«mate^ 
ly tfaffpwn bj Ua own aioiaey «Dd .cniahed to 
death* Such ?iRas the unfortunate end of a xno* 
nanoh wto ^waa. tuuvecsally oelebcated §or. hia 
juatifie and naunifiboeBcet and who, upon one 
.Qficaakw, o&ned to areai|^ rhia crown, under the 
idea that his people iwere not sufficiently happy 
io iua jadauqifiisation* 
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Heniy III* had scarcely entered the ekVentfii 
year of his age, when be succeeded his father otk 
the throne of CastHe. The treasury was, at this 
time, borthened with the maintenance of six 
princesses, besides the chihiren of Pedro the 
Cruel ; and the intrigues of the duke de Bena- 
vente were extremely perplexing to the regency. 
Henry, therefi^re, resolved to assume the ma- 
nagement of affairs, and, in the thirteenth year 
of his age, espoused the princess Catherine of 
Lancaster, pursuant to the will of his deceased 
parent. He then ei^eavoured to make some re- 
trendiments in the splendid establishments of the 
royal &mily, and, though this measure exbited 
great disturbances, he carried his pdnt, and 
compelled the rebellious, princes and nobles to 
submit to his authority. He also renewed the 
truce which Don Juan had ccmcluded with the 
king of Granada; and effectually suppressed 
some factions which had disturbed the public 
tranquillity of Murcia. 

In consequence ci the surprisal of Ba- 
' '' dajos, and a hostile attempt upon Albu- 
querque, Don Henry resolved to make 
war upon Portugal, and made some great iy:e- 
parations, for that purpose, both by land and 
sea : in the course of a few ii(ionths, however, he 
was prevailed on to conclude a truce for ten 
years, and turne.d his arms against the, corsairs 
of Barbary, who had long given great annoy- 
ance to the Castilians. In the summer of 140! 
the king received an' embassy from Tamerlane 
the Great ; and in the following year, his brother^ 
Don Ferdinand, instituted a new order of knight- 
hood, which he called de la Jarra, because the 
device was a jar; or flower-po^ filled with tijlies* 
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In the spring of 1404, the king convened an 
assembly of the states at Madrid, and caused 
some new laws to be enacted for moderating 
the exorbitant usury which had been hitherto 
taken by the Jews ; and for oUigtng the concu* 
bines of priests to wear a mark of distinction 
upc» their head dress. In the course of this year 
lie built the royal palace of Madrid, which was 
aFten^ards destroyed by. fire ; the alcazal of 
•Bdurcia ; and the pleasant country idlla called 
Pardb. 

Whilst Henry was employed in adcMiiiiig and 
proTiihng for the security of his dominions, the 
Moors seemed disposed to renew hostilities, and) 
after some time, the lung of Granada laid sieg-e 
to Guezada with an army of four thousand 
horse, and twenty-five thousand foot. The in- 
vader, however, was repulsed with considerable 
loss, and "Don Henry began to entertain a hope 
of subverting the Moorish kingdom ; but whilst 
he was projecting a scheme for the extirpation 
of the infidels, he died of a slow poison which 
had been either ignorantly or maliciously admin« 
istered by a Jewish physician. His funeral ob- 
sequies were performed with the utmost solem- 
nity, and the generality of his subjects deplored 
him, with tears of real distress, as one of the best 
and most indulgent [Minces that had ever swayed 
the Castilian sceptre. 

Don Juan H. was but fourteen mcxiths old at 
the time of his fother's death, but he found a sin- 
cere friend in the person of his uncle Ferdinand, 
who indignantly rejected some base insinuations 
of the nobles, and avowed his intention of sup- 
porting the interests of the you&g sovereign to 
the utmost of his ability* 
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Tlie Moors toped to have tftken advantage 
of the king's mmoritf^ uid exerted themtclves 
so ytgoraaaly (hat tbey broug^ an army oiti^ 
ty tlwusaod comhatants into the field : imtFenii- 
nsnd refmlsed them ¥rith great success, and the 
oombiaed aquadniiis of Tiinb mod Tremecen 
fvene uttedf deCeiUied by the CastUians. The 
king of Granadat hovever, contkiued to levy 
fresh fiMves, and resolved to attend the ivduc* 
tion of Alcaudeta ; but his army yra& soonxom^ 
pelled to raise the siege, and he solicited a truce 
for ^ght months, which was readily granted, and 
afterwards eadended at the lequest of hb tm> 



^Towaids the ckise of die year 1412, Don Feiv 
dinaad was elected to fiU the throne of ArBagon^ 
and immediately xiepaired to Samgossa, where 
the ceremony of his coronation was performed 
with due solemnity* He fnet, indeed, vrith a 
formidable opposadon from ike oountde Uigels 
but, by the assistance of some CastUum £m:es, 
he humUed his competitor!s amhitien, and e»» 
tablicihed himself finnly in his new domimons^ 
However, be did not loi^g enjoy hi& new dignity ^ 
forhe(^€B tteseoondof A|nil, 1416, tosaring 
tiieinY>wntohisson Alpfaonao. By the demise 
of th]s.aniaUe|irince the regency of Casliie de^ 
vnlved solely upon the queen dowi^per, who made 
choice of a council to assist her in the adminis* 
tcation, and taontinued to instruct hor aon^in the 
best muuieir that was .posaiUe amidBtthe eainla 
Iff which he was sucroiinded. This piinoeas 
died on the first of June 14J8, and her aon, 
though only in his twelfth year, was praclaimed 
of ittU agC) and married to Donna Maria, ^ug^ 
ter of the king of Arragon* 
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' Shoitiy after he had assuqied the go- ^ ^^ 
▼emnieiit, the king fell into the hands j^^^' 
of his cousin, Henry of Arragon, who, 
on pretence of pTovi(ting for his safety, detained 
him prisoner at TordesiUas, till he was liberated 
by Don Alvarez de Luna, constable of Castile; 
inrlio, afterwards, became lus particular feyourite 
and adviser. 

The behaviour of Don Henry on this occasion 
Inspired the king with the utmost rage, and in* 
duced him to throw the offender into confine- 
ment ; the infent Don Juan was also compelled 
to disband his troops ; and the misunderstanding 
rose so high between the crowns of Castile and 
Arragon, that military preparations were made 
onboth^des. The commencement of hostilities, 
however, was delayed ; and a treaty was at 
length concluded, by which Don Henry was to 
be set at liberty, and restored to his possessions, 
and the circumstance of his imprisonment was 
lo be forgiven by the king of Arragon. 

Scarcely had the two monardis executed thi$ 
treaty, before the Castilian nobles began to cla- 
mour against Alvaro de Luna, and carried their 
accusations to such a pitch, that the king was 
obliged to banish his favourite from court : yet 
the turbulent lords were dissatisfied, and, after 
several violent disputes, the constable was re- 
adied by a majority of voices. This occurrence 
was followed by a sanguinary war between the 
crowns of Castile and Arragon, and some for- 
midable exertions of the Castilian malecontents ; 
but the king, Don Juan, was generally victori- 
ous, and eventually obtained a peace upon ho* 
nourable terms* 
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Anxious to render some in^iortstit serriee to 
his countryy and to acquire a greater degree of 
military reputation^ Don Juan reserved to turn 
his arms upon the infidels, and took the earliest 
opportunity of coming, to a general engagement* 
Accordingly he appeaovd, at the held of a nu*- 
merous army, in the plains of Granada, and de- 
feated the enemy, with the loss of thirty thou* 
sand men. In the course of the same year, the 
conqueror ccMKluded an advantageous treaty 
with the king of Portugal ; and caused the king 
of Granada to be dethroned by Joseph Ben Mu* 
ley, grandson of that unfortunate prince who 
perished by the tyrannical conunand of Pedro 
the CrueU 

After some obstinate conflicts with Deo Juan 
de Soto, grand master of Alcantara, the in&nts 
Henry and Pedro, and other malecontents, the 
king renewed hostilities against the Moors with 
tolerable success ; but though he triumphed re* 
peatedly oyer these formidable enemies, and con- 
cluded an advantageous peace with the kings of 
Arragon and Navarre, his dominions were li- 
terally convuked by factions, and a spirit of re* 
hellion seemed to reign predommant among his 
peopde : fresh clamours were also raised against 
Alvaro de Luna ; the queen concurred in th« 
measures of the rebel chiefs ; the prince of As- 
turias took up arms against his royal father^ and 
twice made him prisoner ; many of the principal 
nobles were arrested, proscribed, and executed i 
and Don Alvarez, who had never been renuas ia 
his duty upon these critical occasions, w»i even* 
tually abandoned by his patron, and doomed t» 
perish by the hands of a public executiofier* 
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This sacrifice of the grand master of St. Jago 
and high constable, was accompanied with great 
|N>inp, in order to make the stronger impression 
on the spectators. The scafibld was erected in 
oae of the most pablic places in Valladolidy and 
upon a table stood a crucifix, between two light* 
cd fiambeanx. When the sentence of death 
-was read to the prisoner, he acknowledged that 
liis sins had merited a sererer punishment, and 
Teminded one of his attendants, that his hat and 
ring, which he presetted to him in a most afiec<' 
taonate maimer, were thelast&vourslie had to bes« 
t0W« He thenquestioned the executioner re^>ect' 
lag the use of a high pole with'*«n iron hocAc af* 
fixed to the top of it, uid, on being informed that 
his head was to be placed upon it, he exclaimed, 
^ You may do as you please with my remains ; 
£>r no death can be shameful which is supported 
with courage and intrepidity." After express- 
ing a wish that the prince of Asturias might not 
follow the example of the reigning monarch. In 
remunerating his old servants, he laid himself 
upon a carpet, and, without die least apparent 
emotion, submitted his throat to the execution- 
er's poniard. His head was then severed from 
his body, and exposed to the view of the popu* 
lace. His remains were interred at St. Andrew's, 
where criminals were usually buried : but per- 
- missioD was, afterwatds, granted to remove them 
to the church oi St. Frands in Valladolid, and 
fimn thence to St James's x:hapel, belonging to 
the cathedral <^ Toledo, which was of his own 
£nmdadon. 

The king, Don Juan, is said to have, express- 
ed much regret at the loss of this minister : for 
he soon found that instead of silencing the cabals 
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of his courtiers by so great ft sacrifice, he had 
lessened bis. owa power of curbing their inso- 
lence, and he was eventually induced to keep a 
guard of eight thousand lances about his owb 
person* These drcumstances preyed consider- 
ably upon his spirits, and threw him into a fever, 
which put a period to his mortal existence on the 
twenty first of July 1453. 
. ^ Henry IV. toak possession of the va- 
j^^^\ cant throne, immediately after the per- 
formance of his father's obsequies ; and 
affected, by his behaviour as a sovereign, to ob- 
literate all recollection of the actions which had 
been perpetrated by the prince of Asturias. He 
liberated some persons of distinction from pri- 
son ; renewed the ancient alliance with the court 
of France j regulated the treaty of accommo- 
dation which had been begun between his pre- 
decessor and the queen of Arragon ; and con- 
trived to negociate a marriage with Donna Jo- 
anna, infanta of Portugal, though that princess 
was no stranger to the suspicions which had been 
excited among tlie Spaniards by the dissolution 
of his former marriage with the infanta of Na- 
varret 

The spring of 1454 opened wi^ an expecUtion 
against the Moors ; but nothing was accomplish- 
ed worthy of particular narration. The king 
then resolved on an excursion to the coast of 
Barbary, and accomplished his design, though 
not without much difficulty and danger* Dur- 
ing his absence a confederacy was formed, 
among some of the Castilian lords, to procure a 
reformation in the government, and he had the 
mortification to hear his conduct loudly con- 
demned as altogether unworthy the name and 
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t^vetBcter of ft sovereigti prince. However, he 
thought it advisable to adopt lenient measures, 
ttiHl pmmlsed that al! grievances should be re- 
dressed, provided the progress of the war against 
the inftdels were not impeded. This declaration 
deetned to produce its desired success ; for the 
sta.les consented to carry on hostilities against 
tlie enemies of thdr feltgion ; and a dangerous 
rebellion which had been raised, in Murcia, by 
Don Alonso Fijardo, vras happily suppressed. 

Henrjr, however, was conscious of meriting 
the contempt of his nobles, and hiboured to 
tthield himseff from the effects of- their resent*^ 
fnertt by raising up new fiimilies to considerable 
posts of honour, supposing that gratitude would 
tmquestionably fefiow such signal marks of 
fffvour* With tihis ^ew he made Bfichael Luc 
his secretary, cbnstaUe, though the towns which 
fie assigned for his revenue refused to acknow* 
ledge dieir new master; bestowed the master* 
ship of Akantara on Gomez, de Sofis, a gentle- 
fnan of decayed fortunes ; and made Bernard 
delaCueva, master of his household. 

The generality of historians haVe -. 
agreed that Henry IV. was justly sus- j^,] 
pected of impotence, and hisown subjects 
were i^ opinion, thait the iufknta Donna Joanna, 
whe was bom in the year 1461, was in reriity the 
fruit of an illicit commerce between the queen 
and Bemanl de la Cueva, the king's chief fe- 
vouriie. Henry was extremely anxious to per* 
* suade the people into a contrary belief, and 
caused the infenta to be solemnly acknowledged 
heiress of the crown ; but many of the nobles 
treated this proceeding with the utmost con- 
Vol. XV. X 
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tempt, and even called the young priQGelS!»y 
" Bertraneja, or the little Bertrand." 

The court of Castile seems to have been a 
theatre of contention between the two principal 
favourites, Bernard de la Cueva, and the mar- 
quis de Villena ; as the king evidently delighted 
in exciting them against each other by bestow- 
ing the spoils of the one upon the other, accord- 
ing as he withheld or lavished his kindness. At 
length, howevei:, Villena triumphed over his 
competitor, though he endeavoured to advance 
the interests of Bertraneja, by advising Henry 
to bestow his sister, in marriage, on the king of 
Portugal. Isabella replied, " that she would never 
marry without the consent of the states of Gas- 
tile :" upon which Villena caused both her, and 
her brother Alphonso to retire from the court, 
and, soon after, gratified his resentment by fa- 
vouring a league which had been formed against 
his weak master. 

While the king was overwhelined with con- 
sternation at the idea of a general revolt, the 
confederates caused a spacious theatre to be 
erected in the great plain that lies on one side of 
Avila, so that all the multitude resorting thither 
might have a clear view and comprehension of 
the whole business. Upon a magnificent throne, 
in the centre of the stag^> sat the figure of Don 
Henry with a diadem on his head, a sceptre in 
his hand, and the royal robe on his shoulders. 
After a pause of considerable length, a herald 
■ came forward and read a declaration containing 
the motives which were accounted sufficient for 
depriving hiiti of the regal dignity. Whilst the 
hefald was thus employed, the archbishop of 
Toledo, thetnarquis de Villena, the grand mas- 
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ter of Alcantara, and three other persons of dis- 
tinction, stripped the image of all the royal or- 
naments, and kicked it away from the throne, 
adding the most abusive and contumelious lan- 
guage. The infant Don Alphonso was then 
placed on the throne with all possible solemni- 
ty ; all the prelates and nobles who were present 
did homage to him ; the standards were dis- 
played in his name ; Uie trumpets sounded ; and 
the plain of Avila resounded with exclamations 
of « Castile I Castile f Long live the king, Don 
Alphonso of Castile and Leon t" 

After this extravagant act of rebellion, the 
archbishop of Toledo proposed marching, at th« 
head of a numerous army to crush the king at 
Salamanca i but the marquis de Villena started 
several objections agamst that motion, and gave 
notice to Don Henry to be upon his guaixl. The 
archbishop was much displeased at his nephew's 
subsequent conduct ; but Villena contrived, by 
a master-stroke of policy, to reinstate himself 
in his good opinion. The king also recovered 
the fevour of the confederates, by promising to 
give his sister to Don Pedro de Giron, Villena-s 
brother ; but whilst the preparations were mak- 
ing for the nuptials, the intended bridegroom 
was summoned to a future state, and Isabella 
rejoiced in her deliverance from such an unequal 
union. 

Notwithstanding the death of Giron, the sus- 
pen»on of arms between the king and the male- 
contents continued ; and he was at length re-es- 
tablished on the throne by the demise of the 
young Alphonso, which, though extremely sud- 
den does not appear to have t^en occasioned by 
unfair means* 
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Thisacodeat was no sooner iDAde public thausk 
the accbbishop of Toledo and the grand mmii^^ 
of Su Jamea conducted the io£uita» Poaaa Isa- 
bcHa^ to Aviiay and offered to place the cpdw9 
upon berhead ; but she modestly declined their 
proposal, reminding them that the Castilian dia- 
dem waa held fn>m Cod by the laws, and obsen^ 
ing that they wiMild render h^ a more acceptable 
service by prevuling on the king to declare her 
presumptive heiress of his dominions* This in- 
timation was received witti the utmost applause ^ 
Henry was informed of his sifiter's loyi^ inclina* 
tions ; and. the succession was^ soon afterward^ 
altered in &vour of IsabeUa* 

The maniage of the voyai heiftss wws now 
the chief object of con^derationf 9» upeo that 
mu^t noceasarily depend Che lustiie of the ciown 
and the tranquillity of tjbe nation* Don Jumn^ 
lung of Arr^oO) earnestly desired to procure 
the princess for bin son Don F^riinaindf wbma 
he had Kcently invested with the aovemgntir 
of Sicily ; the king of PiNtugal sent an am* 
bassador to deamuid the infimta^^ ha«d ; m^ ft 
similar pisopoaal arrived «oon after from th^ 
duke of Berry# Jflabella quidcly Sxed her 
choice, and, by the assistance of the archbishop 
c^ Toledo, WAS married to the kmg of Sicily at 
the cathedral of VaUado&L Don H^iy was 
highly incensed at this measure, which had 
been taken without his privity ; and expressed 
his resentment, socm after, by issnmg out an 
edict which annulled the treaty of accoimmoda^ 
tion with Isabella, and declared the lig^ of 
sui&ceasion to be in the infanta Donna Joanna* 
By the advice cf ViUcna, that prioceaa was be- 
trothed to the duke of Berry, bui^ he died be^ 



d by Google 



SPAiK. 239 

fere the nuptials could be celebrated : a new 
'scheme was set on foot fop manyfng her to 
Don Henry, of Arragon ; but this also was ren- 
dered abortive, and the marquis de Villena 
'Went in person to Portugal with the hope of ef- 
fecting an union between Bertraneja and the 
soTereign of that kingdom. 

Towards the close of 1473 a temporary re- 
<x>nci]iation was effected between the king and 
his sister, and the king of Sicily was politely 
invited to Segovia ; but Villena soon inspired 
his master with fresh prejudices, and exerted 
his talents so successfully, tiiat both the princess 
and her husband would have been arrested, if^ 
the former had not found an asylum in th^ 
citadel of Segovia, and the latter saved himself 
by a precipitate reti^at. 

The marquis de Villena exerted all his elo- 
quence to accomplish his design with respect 
to Donna Joanna, and he, at length, brought the 
Portuguese monarch to promise . that he would 
accept the proposal^ if he could? arrange affairs 
in such a manner as to afford any probability 
of success. Villena, however, was soon carried 
off by a disorder in the throat, and his death 
was quickly followed by that of- his royal 
patron. ' 

Don Heniy had been, for some time, 
in a languishing state of health ; and ^ * ^' 
the appearance of his approaching dis- 
solution^ induced his physicians to put him in 
mind of preparing to leave the world. Upon 
this intimation, cardinal Mendoza, the count de 
Benavente, and the young marquis de ViJlena, 
were summoned to court ; where tlie king con-^ 
fessed and received the sacrament. On being 
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Mbed wbom 6^ heA dedftved liaf ft» h» d9Ru-> 
oioms, who ii^ots tfae easecutors <»f )us wifl, and 
where lie desired (o be boned) be relied, tkat 
Donna Jeanoa waft hia isok heiress; that the 
exeeuteNrs whom he had choeen were cardinal 
Meodoza, the niaix|ub de Villesa, and the counts 
of Placentia and Benavente ; and that he fnshed 
his remains to be deposited near those of his 
mother} in the convent of Gsadahipe. The ex- 
ertion which attended these obserrations threw 
him into an agony of bodjTf and he expiiPedy 
after a few hourSf in tibe twentieth jear of kis 
letgn. 

Hemy IV* sumamed the Impotent, is said, by 
the Spanish historians, to have been pioos and i^e- 
iigious ; but his behaviour toward his father, his 
indolent dii^sition, and want of applicationi ob- 
scured his gDpod qualities if he tnEdiy possessed 
any. Though he does not aeem to have been cn»> 
d by nature, be caused a dreai^il effcnioD of 
blood by his indbscretion ; and it must certttnljr 
be acknowledged, that if he wished to he a jgood 
king he made no effort to become so* 

Upon the demise of this prince, the crowns of 
Castile and * Arrsigon were happiiy nniusd m 
the persons of Ferdinand and isabeUSf and all the 

" * Arnt^ofi, which was firvt erected into a kingidoni by 
Don Saodio th& Great in the year 1135, and cMidbiMd 
under a regular sicc^co of {Bwcea for the ^ace of thf^ 
hundred and thlrtj*nine years, was pecpetuaUy engaged is 
wars with the inndels, or in disjputes with tne crown of 
Castile, as appears in the precemng pages. However, it 
gradually ac<|itired impoitanee ; and, at the tinae «f IN*- 
diaand's accesaon to the Caatilian dominiofiSv it wis vefy 
considerable in point of lerjritory, coawMrcCt aod mantisi 
power. 
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Clml»ftB f^dfuhikM in Sfam Aaml tibem- 
selves vndcr tone tofptK^ » uttspftiriAthe 
fcUowiiis chapter* 



CHAPTER IIL 

^fWHtie Ummqf tie Sf^muk JGngtUmwy t^iht 
jMk9tm cf€kmrk»Jm esmntmi^ eaUed tbe Bm* 
percrCharkt V» 

THE nevi^t of Doo Henry^s dcaftk ^ 
was no aoDDer made pijdiu: than ^^^ * 
Doi&Feiii&iaiidafidDoQiiaisabdfai were 
firodainied, at ^gofia, amidtt kMid acdaiMh 
ikms ; and tl>e fidditf of theNr new subjectB «ii- 
jybied them to defeat aU the designs of their ene- 
mies. The marquis of Villena took everf pos- 
nUe pracauttm fiar the seourity of the mfianta Jo- 
anna ; the king af Portogal entered Castile «t 
the head of aa amy) and wsaiimad die titles le 
which, he pretended in right <^ hia betndied 
wife ; and the country be^in to languish under 
the honors of a civil war ; hut Vittena's policf 
was ewatusMf confamded, the «iaieeonten€6 
were reduced to obedienee, aaid the Pertuguese 
in vadeiis wcfe repulsed with considerable loss* 

In the ^q>ni^ of 14^, YUm Ferdinand waf 
fibbed, in oooseqoence of his fathei^s dewth^ to 
make a tour into hift hereditary domihicMis \ ^isA 
the weight of the Caspian government was «n* 
tirely aupforted, during hia aibsence/.i)y ]3onna 
fsabrlla. That princess, however, ^ac«ed with 
the otoioBt prudence tind vigilance ; and carried 
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on* the war with such reaolution, that the king of 
.Portugal thought proper to purchase a peace at 
the expence of his ambition ; and the infanta Jo- 
anna retired into a monastery. 

Ferdinand and Isabella were certainly persons 
of great prudence, and admirably adapted to go- 
vern those extensive territories which had loi^ 
groaned beneath the ill effects of contending par- 
ties and divided powers : yet they do not seem, to 
have merited all the praises which have been la- 
vished upon their characters by Spanish histori- 
ans* * They did not live like man and wife, but 
rather like two sovereign princes in close alli- 
ance ; they seemed to be united lather by the 
bonds of interest than the silken chains of love, 
and they were frequently jealous of each other in 
.the administratioa, though they generally acted 
.upon the same principles and forwarded the same 
.purposes. 

The first object of their attention, subsequent 
to the peace with Portilgal, was the reguiatioEi 
of the government, which the late civil wars had 
thrown into the most dreadful confusion. Ea> 
•pine, outrage, and murder, had become so com- 
mon in most parts of the country, that com- 
merce was interrupted, and even the intercourse 
between distant towns was, in a great measure, 
suspended. These evils were therefore sup- 
pressed by the timely interposition of the sove- 
i*eigns, and the spirits of the Castilians were 
revived by the institution of several requisite and 
salutary laws : but wl^ilst their catholiq majes- 
ties were thus employed in giving vigour to their 
. government and tranquillity to their people, an 
intemperate zeal led them to introduce an ec- 
clesiastical tribunalinto their dominions, whicU 
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ynB tqoMy ^diignic^ lo humto n ttemi and ii»* 
consistent with the mild «^iiit of CfariBtiaaitir.* 
Th» nw the €X)tti« of iDquiiitia»9 whkb was 
fliithoaized, bjr tbe Hohma pooliif Mi dfi^ide 4^ 
oa the fibertf » fortuaet aed Jkfe of any te^bvir' 
dual who should be accused of boU&ig horetical 
opioioDSf or of expressing a«y coMempt fer ibe 
ceBenK^ies of the ctomc^ without )»$ beins t^ 
lowed to o£fer a defieoce> •Qr eire» 19 be ooafrpntp 
4^ mill his accuser. Two thoutand persona aft 
said to have ati£ferad ideatb imder TflrqiieaMday 
the first inquimtor general; and a poadigietta 
^lumber of .kwa and Mabdmetaos ^tustt^ libe 
CQUjQtry with {uredpltatioo m order to elude aai^ 
mtlar hi^* 

The augpnobHithig strength of the SfMttiah fO> 
iFemment aosmioced to ihe Moors theur tune 
di^itniGtion ; and their catholie nH^tiea made 
fennidahie preparatioBs &» the.re&ietion of €km- 
nadai which now «toae i^maioed of aB ^Uie Mmt 
liometanposaessioosiA Spain. TotJiiaattemiMt 
Ihef we^ equally inducedbf a thmX i£ kme 
aod an ardent desire of pdao^g the ChntifOi 
Mth in that fertile territesy « a cmaade was rear 
dily granted hf ^e pope ferlhe acoomplidxnieot 
of tlttt dewrahle project i aad the aniuippy dm- 
aensions wfekh preii^aHed among the Moors iad- 
Mtatcd the design of their fonudable eoexnkai 
Fcrdinajod marched mto the Moonsh dcmimions 
at the head of a nomerons armf ^ and, with the 
•flaiftaiice of his ro}f;al coDsoit, gained some nn- 
nortaatadymtigesi the cities of Malaga, Baaa, 
Guadix, and Almeria, were successively taken ; 
ill conuBsmication with Africa vas totallf cut 
off; aod the cttjr of Granada wasinvieBted^aAer 
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city i asc mr ci^ 
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^Aciit at the npinitiiwi 
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Vfiih so n^ucli koMMur 
^ la ihe cfx^wQ of Cas* 
^Cerdagne smd RousiK 
Itles VIII. cf Fiance 
J against Itatf* Tlieir 
! coDcluded an alliance 
Q, and a ticaly of 
Lighier ioaima and his 
f Austrbt aixi sovereign 
the following year, the 
stria arrived in Spain, 
i m the prince of As- 
' eUa, who had passed 
owhood, iD acis of dc- 
to espouse the king 
marriages, howeveri 
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a sarigttinaiy war of several years continuance^ 
by the Chrisdan forces* 

Every reader who is possest of the least senti- 
ment of humanity must commiserate the sad 
fete of the unfortunate Moors, who were, at this 
juncture, distressed by a scarcity of provisions, 
crowded together in one city, and besieged by 
-an army of seventy thousand men. Conscious 
of their a];^roaching ruin, and rendered frantic 
by despair, they sometimes assembled in tumul- 
tuous crowds to implore the assistance of theit 
prophet, to load their unfortunate king with 
execrations, or to weep in in^scribable anguish 
over the tombs of their ancestors : sometimes 
they rushed out with unbridled fury upon the 
Christians, as if anxious to meet the death which 
they all expected ; and sometimes they sunk 
into a stupor through mere weariness, and 
•seemed entirely regardless of their fate. After 
a siege of eight months, however, the place was 
surrendered, on condition that the inhabitants 
should retain possession of their houses and in- 
heritances, and enjoy the exercise of their reli- 
^on, "Jlnd that the king, Abdali, should receive 
the- revenues of some fertile territories in the 
mountains of Alpujarros. Thus the important 
fortress of Granada, after having been held by 
the Moors near seven hundred and eighty years, 
was again brought under the power of the Chris- 
tians, and the banner of the cross, together with 
tb» standards of St. James and Castile, were tri- 
umphantly displayed on the towers of the Al- 
.hambra. 

After delineating the lively distress of th^ 
Moors during the siege of thpir capital, it is 
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but justice to remark that Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella frequently employed indulgence, clemency, 
and persuasion, to fecUitate their designs ; that 
they readily permitted any persons to remove 
into the Christian states, or to retire to Africa ; 
and that they punished with the mostexem^ 
plary severity two Spanish captains who had 
murdered some of Uie infidels committed to 
their care. 

Xhe Mahometans of Granada were, for some 
time, allowed the full enjoyment of their ancient 
worship, though they were eventually compelled 
to abjure it or to quit ti^country ; bill the Jews 
were persecuted with grekt severity immediately 
after the reduction of the city ; and. near eight 
hundred thousand individuals' of that nation 
were driven into banishment, at the expiration 
of six monthss^ About this time, Christopher 
Columbus concluded a ccmtract mth Donna 
Isabella £br the discovery of new countries, 
which he accomplished with so much honour 
to himself and advantage to the crown of Cas- 
tile ; and the counties of Cerdagne and Rou^« 
ion were restored by Charles VUL of France 
previously toiiis expedition against Italy* Their 
catholic majesties likewise concluded an alliance 
vrith the emperor Maximilian, and a treaty of 
marriage between their daughter Joanna and his 
son Philip, archduke of Austria, and sovereign 
of the Netherlands. In the following year, the 
princess Margaret of Austria arrived in Spain, 
and bestowed her hand on the prince of As- 
turias ; and Donna Isabella, who had passed 
her time, during her widowhood, ip acts of de« 
votion, was prevailed on to espouse the king 
of Portugal. Both these marriages, however^ 
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ftmtii vaOorutaoLtt ; Ibr tlie priMe Of Ailmtert 
Aedr m a few fnontikBt at dAlttiMiiett ; and ti>e 
^ucen of Poi(li!gal ei^i^ed Hk^RriM, alcisr givii«p 
Hnhtoaprioetf who waa&aiMd 1>mi Micbaely 
and aclEii0Wl«dged hdr td tte donuiHon^ of hid 
fecKer, andtlM kingctf Spain. 

-. In the auftmifi of U99) ^le ar<^l«-. 
J • ^; slMpi «f ToledD afid Gfanada wcffe 
oi-dered to attempt the convfTsioa of 
the MooiMi &milk8 vtMtm in Granada, or 
to oompiA them to teUre Into Aftnca^ as diejr 
had been rveww^ aecosed of bedding a pn«Me 
€Mr9sipmkmc3& wiilv Htstxt councrymen, and cpf 
mvllm^ttkam to midte «d)si6em upon the Spa- 
nifili cuHSt. The primate seems te* ha^ de« 
feated his own iateniions by ^m hastinesii of 
Im temper ; bat the HfsHop of Gfanada eppfied 
himself with nnwMried a^iuduity to the dia^ 
tdMvgeof his d&tf9 ^»d msde a considerate im^ 
premioii on several of the most intelHgent 
miumg the Mahometans* 9f ^be pe]>9«is^NiiM 
of this pi-elOGe and the intevfepenee of the dvil 
powery the peq)le wei^ htdnced fio profess^ a 
conyersion to the Mth of their Gonqnerors ; smd 
on the 1 8th of December, tfn»rpfincipsl mosque 
waa Gonsecmted for tiie perfbrmsnce of Chria- 
tian woTShip. Howeter) the insineerkf of the 
new axurepcs was soon^ mieaiifesi^ bf a genersi 
imwrnciion ; and: Ban Fefi^nand waa obEged 
m raise a numeroua army m order toi^eduee 
4ihttm to obedi^ice.^ Another revolt toek place 
in the Alpujarrosr hut the rebels were quidilf 
SiMu^dy and consented to pay ten pistoles 
a &niiiy on condition of being permitted to f%- 
di^ iitl& Barbary. Shortly after these eecoN 
peaces, die arohduke Philip^ and his consort 
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SbaiiQa, arrived m Spain, and vrere acknow* 
ledged the legid successors to the crowns of 
Castile and Arragon. 

Upon the first intelligence of abrupture be* 
tween the emperor and the court of France^ the 
archduke resolved upon returning into his own 
dominion^ notwidistanding the remonstrances 
o£ the king and the earnest entreaties of his 
princess. He, accordingly, set out from Ma- 
drid on the I9th of December, 9Xkd gavea fresh 
cause of oflfence to his fiither-*in>law, by^ coa^ 
eluding a treaty with the king of France* On 
the 10th of March, Donna Joanna was de- 
^ Kvered of a son, who was baptized by the name 
of Ferdinand; but the consequences of her de* 
Uv^ry deranged her mind 4 and this circum- 
stance hurried the queen, Isabella, to her grave. 
By her will 1^ left the crown of -Castile to her 
daughter Joanna, and after her to her grandson 
Charles ; and the guardianship of the kingdom 
to king Ferdinand until Charles should come 
of age* 

As soon as a scaffold could be erect* *. 
ed in the Medina del^Campo, the king j^^^' 
caused his daughter to be proclaimed 
ivith the usual solemnities ; yet -gi'eat jealously 
began to arise between him and the ai^hduke ^ 
kisomuch that the latter disputed the queen'^s 
will as a mere forgery, and (^jenly avowed his 
intention of maintainitig his light to govern 
without an associate. Fer^nand, however, 
€u;ted with great prudence, and was acknow^ 
ledged administrator, with very trifling oppo^ 
sition. 

On the 10th of January, the archduke and 
Donna Joanna embarked for Spain ; but, being 
Vol. XV. ^ , Y 
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driren by stress of weather into an Eogiisli 
port, Henry VIL would not permit them to 
resume their voyage till they had an interview 
at Windsor. Some authors have supposed that 
Philip's stay in England was protracted again^ 
his will ; but he was certainly treated with all 
possible respect, and entered into a dose alliance 
with the British monarch* On his return to 
Spain, he required his fether-ioplaw to abdicate 
the regency ; and Ferdinwd, after sevend c(m> 
ferences, consented to retire li^to his own d«>- 
minions* But the Castilians had ample cause 
to regret this change of the adounistration, and 
on the death of* Philip, which happened on the 
95th /of September 1506, the principal nobility 
determined to recal «l^ king of Arragcm. 
There were, indeed, many perscMis in CastilCf 
at this period, who refused to submit to Fer- 
dinand's authority, and clamoured for the inter- 
ference of Maximilian : but these were eventually 
nlencedby spirited measures ; and a successful 
expedition against the city of Oran, in Africa^ 
added fresh lustre to the regent's fame. 

Upon this, and'several other occasions, Fer* 
dinand received much in^xirtant service fram 
eardinld Ximenes, who united in his character 
some unQommoo qualities, and who employed 
the revenues of his benefic^ in augmentmg the 
glory of his country. Hjb rsijsQd himself to the • 
a)x:hbishopric of Toledo by his .extraordinary 
merit, and his actions, both of a pubUc and 
private jtiature, were highly creditable jLo the 

* The death of I^hilip completed the mental derange- 
ipent of bis vpfortunate wife, and rendered it in^ispen- 
^biy necessary that Ferdinand should resume the admi* 
Aisijration. 
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etdesaastical profession A mogultEr anecdote i» 
related oi this amiaUe man. Having paid a yisi% 
to the place of his nativity^ he suqMised a female 
relsition, who was not very opulent, in the act of 
preparing bread for Her fiimUy^ The woman 
felt emb^missed at the entrance of her noble vi- 
sitor, and attempted to retire in order to change 
her apparel : but the good carctinal- stopped her 
and saidy *' Your dress^ and erhployment are ex- 
tremely becoming. I therefore desire that yotr 
will give yourself no trouble about any thing but 
your bread, and take care that it doe» not bum*"- 
He always expressed the warmest gratitude to* 
God for his good fortune, and exerted himself, 
upon all occasions, to alleviate the sorrows or to 
supply the wants of his indigent countrymen i- 
and Spain was indebted to him fw several estab-^ 
Ushments worthy of royal magnificence^ 

About theclose of the year 1511, Ferdinand^ 
sent the duke of Alva, with a small army, to de* 
mend a passage through the king of Navarre's* 
territories into France ; and, on the rejeciion of 
his request, made himself master of Pampeluna 
and the gveatest parl;^ of the kingdom* The 
French made some vigorous attempts to recover 
it, but they were soon repulsed with considerable 
k^, and the duke of Alva completed a conquest,, 
which added great lustre to the Spanish crown, 
said augmented the fame of Ferdinand's admira* 
ble poUcy^ 

In the ensuing spring, his catholic majesty 
fell into a languii^ing habit of body, and a deep 
melancholy settled upon his mind, which admit- 
ted of no diversion, and baffled all the skill of the 
most able physicians* However, he attended. 
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legidttxljrto tiiettfidfft of. govenimeftty aad took 
cveiy pofistble: i^ecaution. to peeseire the tran* 
qiuUiqr of his people, till the 33d of Jaaiiarj 
1516, when heexpiced, iatfae stxty-ibupth year 
of his age, and the forty-second of his leign. 
By hisii^^Il^ Doniia Joanna vm& declared sole 
beiressof all his domimons, or, &ili^ her, his 
grandiBon Don Cados. He left the infioit Don 
Feidinand a revenue of fif^ thousand ducats ; 
and bequeathed an annual pension of thirty thou- 
sand florins Id his queen Germana» The regen* 
cy of Casdle was entrusted to the hao^ of cae- 
dinal Ximen^s ; said that of Arragon was vested 
in the archbishop of Samgossa* The royal eofpse 
was interred, near that of IsAbeBa, in die city o€ 
Granada ; and the public loss was lame^ed wi^ 
marks of universal and unfeigned sorrow. The 
enemies of Ferdinand have endeavoured to black- 
en his charaeter with several base imputations ; 
but, upon an impartial review of his cond^ict, 
it appears that he was one of the wisest and most 
illustrious princes that ever enjoyed sovereign 
power. 

As soon as the last movmful duties had been 
paid to the deceased monarch, a letter arrived 
from Brussels, in which the archduke confirmed 
Ximenes in the regency, and expressed las in- 
tention of assuming the regal title. According, 
ly the royal standard was di^layed in the name 
of Charles the First, and the council unanimous* 
ly expressed their approbation of a measure 
which they could not have opposed vrith any pro- 
bability of success. 

. Some of the Castilian nobles, however, were 
displeased with the regent's conduct, apd sent ade- 
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imtatim todemand asight <^ the powers bf which 
be acted. Xiraenes liaMy consented to gratify 
their request, and^ at an appointed time, showed 
them a corpse of two thousand veteran troops 
drawn up, with their artittcry, befeVe the palace* 
«' These," s»d he, •^ane the powers with which 
I shall govern Spain till the arrival of my sove- 
reign/' The malecontents were astonished at 
thi& unexpected spectacle, and withdrew in si*- 
lenee.' 

As the goverement of Ferdinand had thrown 
a considerate weight of property into the hands 
of the commonalty, lUmenes granted commis* 
sions of array, and by this stroke of poticy cre^ 
ated a standing army of thirty thousand men, 
who were willing to serve upon any emergency 
without any pecuniary remuneration* About the 
same time, the dethroned king of Navarre was 
defeated in an attempt for the recovery of his 
dominions ; and the famous corsair Barbarossa^ 
took possession of Algiers* 

Ximenes continued the discharge of his im*^ 
portant duties with equal firmness and modera- 
ti<Hi, till he was apprised of the king's arrival at 
Su Andero: but his administration does not 
seem to have given univeraal satis&ction ; for 
whilst he was hastening to meet his royal mas* 
ter, his viands were poisoned, and he expired on^ 
the 8th of November 1517, after devoting the 
greatest part of his life to the encouragement 
of literature, the alleviation of distress, and the 
general benefit of his country. One instance of 
his amiable generosity is too interesting to be 
passed over in silence. Being shown a remark- 
ably fine jewel, and urged to purchase it, he 
observed) ^^ Tlus jewel is extremely pretty, and 
Y3 
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may prdbMj be wmth die money ; botas fbe 
army has b^n juat difibaoded, I can with tlie 
tftlue of this jew^ send tvn> hundred indi^nC 
aoldiers to their fiiHi]ties,< each wkh a pieoe of 
gold in his pocket.'' He wrote several theoh^g^i- 
cal treatises ; expended prodigioa&suins in print- 
ing the Com^uten^Wtn editioD of the hxAy scrip- 
tures, the Mozart^c ti^irgy, and the works of 
Tostatus ; and settied an annual revenue (^four- 
teen thousand ducats upon his university of Al- 
cda. In short) his life was truly honoumbley 
and the retrospect of his conduct afforded him 
indescribable satis&ction at the awfdl moment 
of dissolution* 

^ ^ In the month of January, an assembly 
15 1 8. ^ ^^^ states was convened at Valladolid, 
wherC) after some warm debates, they 
took the usual oath to their new sovereign, and 
gmnted him a free subsidy of six hundred thou« 
sand ducats, on condition of his promising to ob- 
serve some popular laws which had been passed 
during the reign of his predecessor. Similar 
measures were soon after taken at Saragossa, and 
the queen Germana made a voluntary cession of 
her rights to the kingdom of Na^rre, in &vour 
of his catholic majesty. This year also the Spa- 
niards triumphed over the coraadr Barbarossa ; 
and Charies was elected king <^ the Romans- 
Early in the ensuing spring, the king took a 
journey to Catalonia, where he appeased the dis- 
content of the principal inhabitants, and acquired 
some degree of popularity. . Here also he re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of his grandfe- 
tlier Maximilian, and of his own election to the 
imperial dignity. 
The {Measure resulting from this augments* 



d by Google 



fSoa of pcfW€tf and ti tnxanptk over iifo *^ dmi^ 
titor FVancis^ was- consideTfibly aliafed bytlM 
apirtt of disa^xtfon wbich broke out> aboat this 
thne) m various p&rts of S^n. The cky of Va- 
lencia was at once ^stracted by rebelloA, and 
depopulated by a ra^ng pestiteaee ; the states 
Trere thrown into complete confoiuon^by being 
convened in an extraordinary maimer; and all 
ranks of people were overwhdmed with conster- 
nation when their sovereign proposed leaving 
them, in order to take possession of his new do- 
niinions. Charles, however, effected all his de- 
signs, either by persuasions or menaces, and ob- 
fained a subsidy of two hundred mMons of mara- 
vedies, notwithstanding the spirited opposition of 
T'oledO) Salamanca, ami several other cities. He 
then invested cardinal Adrian with the regency of 
his dominions ; and embarked^ with a numerous 
tirain of attendants, for England, where he contriv« 
ed to give ifenry VIII. some very favourable im- 
pressions of his character andintentions; and also 
to fix car^nal Wolsey in his interests by some 
magnificent presents and more interesting pno- 
mises. ' 

Charles had scarcely left his Spanish 
dbmiiflons, belbi*e the embers of discon- '^^ 
tent burst out into a general flame, and 
most of the great cities in Castile threw off their 
allegiance. Don Juan Padiila, at the request of 
his wife Maria Pacheco, put himself at the head 
of the maleconten^ and made himself master of 
Tordesillas, on pretence of providing for the se- 
curity of the queen. These proceedings occa- 
sioned such universal consternation, that the royal 

* Francis I. had declared himself a candidate for the 
empire ; and his pretcnaioiis were assiited by many power- 
ful and ^o^uent partUsofi 
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Goondl deeftied'it expe^ent to diqieree as ie^ 
9m possible, and the regent returned, with some 
difficulty, from the exasperated inhabitants df 
VaUack^d* At length, however, a fonenidafale 
body of troops was raised by the cardinal and his 
coUei^es, and the rebels were defeated with 
prodigious slaughter* Similar commotimis ex« 
isted, about the same time, in Valencia, and 
Majorca : Fontarabia, in the bay of :iiscay, fell 
into the hands of the French ; and Italy was ra« 
▼aged by a sanguinary war between the empexor 
fmd Francis L 

Upbh the death of Leo X. and the election of 
Adrian, cardinal bishop of Tortosa, to the papal 
throne, the emperor resolved to return into Spain, 
and, accordingly, crossed over from Calais to 
port St. Andero, whence he proceeded to Valen* 
cia and Valladoltd* After reposing hims^f a few 
days, and paying a visit to his unfortimate mother, 
he caused a magnificent theatre to be «£cted in. 
the square of Vdladdid, and publisheda genovl 
pardon, with some few excei^ions,'for all recent 
offences. When the council observed that tob 
many rebels were spared, he replied, ^ Enough 
of blood has been shed ; and when a man infenn- 
ed him of the retreat of a powerful malecontent» 
he answered, ^ You would have done better to let 
this gentleman know that I am here, than to tell 
me where he is»" This clemency of the emperor 
produced the happiest effect op the minds of the 
people, and CastUe began to smile under the be* 
nign influence of returning tranquillity. Some 
time .after this transaction, Charles went in per- 
son into the kingdom of Navarre, and used 
his utmost endeavours to persuade the prince of 
Orange to make an irruption into France, lliis 
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fcar^ a]iO)«Adriaii VL was succeeded in tlie pa^ 
pacy by- Julios de Medick, who assmned the 
name of Cletneot VIL ; and count Pedro Na« 
vaiTOy who had kmg kuigiushed in confinement 
atSiaiencas, put a period to hta mortal existence 
by an act of despemtion. 

The commencement of the year 15^ wai 
mariLed by the reduction of Eontarabia by the 
Spaniards ; an embassy from the shah of Persia; 
and an amicable termination of some disputes be- 
tween the crowns of Castile and Portugal After 
a fewmonths, the Imperialists in Italy compelled 
the French to repass the Alps, and Francis I. 
was taken ];Nisoner whilst attempting the reduc- 
tion of Pavia. 

The captivity of the French monarch excited 
an imiversal alarm in all the countries of Europe, 
«id resolutions were formed, in eyery part, to 
curb the dangerous ambition of the emperor» 
Clrarles is said to have received the news of his 
unexpected success with the most hypocntici^ 
moderation, and to have forlnd any piAUc re-^ 
joicings upon that account ; observing that he 
only iTTJoiced in it as an event which must &ci- 
litate the restoration of peace to Christendom* 
In consequence of these professions, the exnpe-* 
lor's confessor indmated tibe expediency of libe- 
rating the royal prisoner without ransom, and 
observed that such generous treatment would 
certainly produce the hap^eat ccmsequences : 
but Chsudes refused to listen to this advice, and^ 
after some time, resolved on demanding the re- 
storation oi Burgundy and. all the Flemish con- 
quests, as the price of the king's liberty. Adrian 
xle Croy was sent into . Italy upon this occasion : 
but Francis was so vidently enraged at. the se^^ 
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verity of the proposals, that he drew ^ daggei^ 
and, pointing it to his breast, exclaimed, ^It: 
were better for a sovereign to perish thusl*' 
The Spanish nobles who were abcNit his person, 
wrested the instrument of death from his hands :- 
and in his cakner moments, he requested a po^ 
sonal interview with the emperor. 

Pursuant to his desire, Francis was removed' 
to Madrid ; and the emperor, dreading a general 
combination against him, or fearing that his pri* 
soner might resign the Trench diadem to the 
dauphin, consented to moderate his former de- 
mands. Accordingly a treaty was concluded, 
by which Francis obtained his liberty on condi- 
tion of restoring the duchy of Burgundy ; of re- 
nouncing all pretensions to Naples, Milan, Ge- 
noa, and seVeral places in the Low Countries ; of 
reinstating the duke of Bourbon in all his estates 
and dignities*; and^of delivering up his two elde^ 
sons as hostages for the performance of these sti- 
pulations* Having witnessed the proclamation 
of peace, and solemnly espoused Leonora, queen 
dowager of Portugal, Francis returned to his own 
dominions, which he entered with repeated ex- 
clamations of ^' I am yet a king ! I am yet a 
king 1" 

Francis had no sooner returned into his king- 
dom, than he resolved to break a treaty which 
threatened to affect the liberties of Europe, and 
which he considered as by no means binding. 
Accordingly he permitted the s^tes of Burgun- 
dy to protest against the article relative to Sieir 
province, and took an early opportunity of in« 
Horming the imperial anabas^ors, that he should 
be directed by the sense of the nation in executing 
or disavowing that part of the treaty which af^- 
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Ibcted the French monarchy. Charles and his 
ministers now perceived that they were over- 
reached in the recent negociation ; the Italian > 
states triumphed in the emperor's mortification ; 
Francis procured absolution for the sin of per* 
jury ; and the pope, the kings of France and 
England, the Swiss, the Venetians, the Floren- 
tines, and the duke of Milan, entered into an al- 
liance, which was called the "Holy League," 
in order to oblige Charles to deliver up the royal 
hostages on the payment of a reasonable ransom, 
and to re-establish Sforza in possession of the 
BOanese. 

The confederate army took the field with san« 
giune expectations ; but their ardour was quickly 
damped, and they had the mortification to wit- 
ness the reduction of Milan, and the sacking of 
Rome by the Imperialists. Italy was now be- 
come the theatre of a most bloody war, and the 
calamities which Rome had frequently suffered 
from the irruption of Huns,' Goths, and Vandals, 
were now exceeded by the outrages of the em- 
peror's army. The charms of beauty, the sacred- 
ness of religion, and the forcible appeals of in&nt 
innocence, were alike disregarded by the re- 
vengeful Spaniards. Veneiable matrons and de- 
fenceless virgins were incfiscriminately sacrific- 
ed to lust or rage ; prelates were dragged from 
their altars to a dungeon, and tortured with un- 
relenting severity, in order to make them disco- 
ver their treasures ; and Clement himself was 
confined till he should pay an enormous ransom. 

The news of these transactions was received 
with inexpressive pleasure by the emperor : but, 
as his Spanish subjects were filled with horror at 
the captivity of his holiness, and as all parts of 
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Euit^ esqpcesded.the utmost iBdignaticm upon 
the same account,, he pgrofessed the deepest sor«> 
row for the success whtch h»d crowned his arms ; 
stopf>ed the public rejoidngs which had beea be- 
gun for the birth of his son PhlUp.; put himself 
and his court kito mourning ; and even ordered 
prayers to be put op in all the churchoi for the 
pope's liberation, which he could immediately 
have effected by an order to his generals in 
Italy. 

Alarmed at the augmenting power and rapid 
successes of the empeoor, Henry and Francis de* 
termined on sending a powerful army into Italy^ 
and adopting such other measures as might &ci- 
litate the deliverance of the sovereign pootifi^ 
Accordingly Henry sent over a considerable sum 
of money, and a French army entered Italy, rni-' 
der the command of xoarshal Lautre^ who soon 
changed the. aspect of Affairs, and procured the 
rdease of dovient. In. the sprmg oi 1 539 a 
treaty was conduded between Charies and the 
pope at Barcelona 4 jand in the autumn of the 
same year two illustrious ladies were pennttted 
to restore peace to Europe. . Margaret of Aus- 
tria, Charles's aunt ; and Louisa, Fraocis> mo- 
ther ; met at Camhiay,. and xxmcluded a &efira*> 
tive treaty, by which: Frahds was; to pay two mil« 
hons of cipwns, as a rtmsoip for his squs, to ce-* 
nounce all his pretensions to Italy, . and.to res^ 
the sovereignty of Flanders, and Artois ; and 
Charles laid aside his claim to Bui^gundy. ^ 

After having received the imperial (Hadem 
from the hands of Clement, at Bologna ; iiidulg- 
ed Francis Sforza with the investiture oi MUan; 
and concluded a treaty of commence vMi the Ve* 
netians .; Charles set out for Gecmany^ and is his 
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tmssage was magnificently entertained by the 
marquis of Mantua. The keys were presented 
to hiin in all the cities belonging to the Veneti* 
ans, by an express order from the senate \ and 
his brother Ferdinand, who had been elected to 
fill the throne of Hungary, met him at Inspruck 
in Tirol : but, as the consequences of his jour- 
ney will be narrated in the history of Germany, 
-wc must return to the affairs of Spain. 

In consequence of several bulls, which seemed 
rather Incompatible with the existing laws, the 
Spanish ministers found themselves involved in 
great perplexity, and some of the inferior clergy 
began to preach in a very seditious strain : but 
cardinal Tavera, president of the council, and the 
rest of the ministers, exerted themselves so suc- 
cessfully, that the public tranquillity was preserv- 
ed. Andrew Doria, about the same time, de- 
feated the Turkish fleet, which had long threat- 
ened desolation to the Spanish and Italian coasts^ 
and made himself master of Coron, and some 
other places in the Morea. 

Shortly after his return from Germany, the 
emperor held an assembly of the Castilian states 
at Madrid, and obtained an ample subsidy for 
prosecuting the war against the infidels : but it 
was deemed expedient to evacuate the new con- 
' quest of Copon, as the possession of that place 
was of small importance to the interests of Spain, 
and would require a considerable sum of money 
for the maintenance of a garrison. 

Solyman, the Magnificent, ardently desired to 
revenge himself upon the Spaniards for the en- 
terprise of Coron, and offered the command of 
the Turkish fleet to Barbarossa, who had suc- 
ceeded his brother in the kingdom erf Algiers. 
Vol. XV. Z 
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Proud of this distinction, the corsair ravaged tlie 
Italian and Sicilian coasts with impunity, menac- 
ed the city of Rc»ne, and returned in triumph to 
Tunis, which he had contrived to add to his for- 
mer dominions. Charles was no sooner apprised 
of this expedition, than he sent a Genoese, nam- 
ed Lewis Presendes, in character of a mer- 
chant, to Tunis, in order to examine the strength 
of that place : but Barbarossa was acquainted 
with the scheme by tbe» treachery of one of Pre- 
sendes's servants, and the unfortunate adventu- 
rer was sentenced to a cruel death. This year 
was, ako, mai^d by the accession of Alexander 
Famese, afterwards called Paul III. to the papal 
throne ; jand l^ the first establishment 6f the or- 
der of Jesuits. 

As daily complcdnts were made of Barbae 
rossa's cruel piracies, and Muley-Hascen, the 
deposed king of Tunis, aj^lied to the court of 
Madrid for assistance, Charles resolved to hum- 
ble the pride of the Mahometans, and to under- 
take the restoration of his royal petitioner. This 
design coincided exactly with the wishes of his 
neighbours, and the voluntary assistances which 
he, received) greatly surpassed his expectation. 
At length he set sail with a formidable armament, 
and soon reduced the fortress of Goletta, which 
was defended by six thousand Tui^s, and three 
hundred {neces of cannon. He then proceeded 
to Tunis, where he found that most of the inha- 
bitants had retired to the mountains, and that ten 
thousand Christian slaves had made themselves 
masters of the citadel. He therefore exerted 
himself to prevent his followers from committing 
any acts of violence ; but their rage could only 
be satiated with the blood of the infidels, and 
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iSdtty thousand persons were massacred without 
pity or distinction. Ten thousand Turks were 
also taken prisoners ; and Muley-Hascen was re- 
established in the sovereignty^ on condition that 
he should do homage to the crown of Spain, pay 
an annual subsidy for the maintenance of a Spa<* 
nisli garrison at Goletta, and put into the em-* 
peror's hands all the fordfied ports in the king^ 
dom of Tunis. Having settled these important 
concerns, and acquired great fame by his suc- 
cessful expedition, Charles returned into Europe ; 
while Barbarossa, who had retired to Bona, re- 
covered new strength, and resumed his cruel de^f 
predations. 

Upon the demise of Francis Sforza, which 
happened shortly after the termination of the 
African war, the French monarch renewed his 
pretensions to Milan ; but Charles delayed grant- 
ing the investiture under various pretenoej^^ and, 
at length, avowed his intention of refus^jr the 
claim. War was accordingly declared brf|^een 
the competitors ; and the emperor, having chased 
the French forces out of Piedmont and Savoy, 
inarched, at the head of iifty thousand men, to 
invade the southern provinces of France, while 
two other armies were ordered to penetrate into 
Champagne and Ficardy : but after he had spent 
a considerable time in fruitless attacks, and lost 
one half of his troops by disease or femine, he 
was compelled to retreat with disorder and pre- 
cipitation* The Imperialists met with similar 
misfortunes in Ficardy, and were eventually 
obliged to retire without obtaining any advan- 
tages. 

In the space of a few months, the emperor's 
afisurs became extremely embarrassing* The. 
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French) elated with their recent fortune^ began to 
act offensirely, both in Flanders and Italy; while 
their new ally^ Solymany made formidable 
preparations for attacking Naples and Sicily. 
Charles exerted himself with his usual ability, 
and expatiated so forcibly on the impropriety of 
fi league between the French monarch and a 
Turkish sultan, that he not only obtained ample 
subsidies for the prosecution of the war, but sdso 
excited the general murmurs of Europe against 
his rivaL Hostilities were carried on with va- 
rious success, during the spring and part of the 
summer : but a truce for three mmiths was con- 
cluded on the thirtieth of July ; and in the course 
of the ensuing year, the sovereign pontiff ne- 
gociated a fresh accommodation. 

After the cessation of hostilities, and a person- 
al interview with the king of France, Charles 
convened an assembly of the states at Toledo, 
and proposed to levy some necessary supplies by 
a general excise ; but this measure was rejected 
in a determinate manner, and the nobles, in par- 
ticular, inveighed with great vehemence against 
it, as an enci^achment on the most distinguishing 
privilege of their order. After an inefifectual 
exertion of hia eloquence, the emperor ordered 
the corte to be dismissed by the archbishop of 
Toledo ; and from that period neither the nobles 
nor prelates have been called to the assemblies, 
under pi^tence that those who pay no public 
taxes can have no vote in imposing them* 

Whilst the emperor's mind was enfiamed by 
the opposition of a favourite project, he received 
intelligence that the citizens of Ghent had 
thrown off their allegiance, and mal-treated 
iieveitil imperial oSicers* {iereupon he demand-. 
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«d a passage through France, and landed in that 
kingdom with a small but splendid train of one 
hundred persons* The dauphin and the duke of 
Orleans met him with every token of respect, 
and offered to go, as hostages, into Spain, till he 
should reach his own dominions ; but Charles re-- 
plied, that the king's word was sufficient for his 
safety, and prosecuted his journey without any 
other security. At Paris he was entertained 
with the utmost magnificence, and the two 
young princes accompanied him to Valenciennes. 
The magistrates of all the cities through which 
he passed, also complimented him with the offer 
of their keys, and the utmost politeness was' 
shown towards him through his whole journey* 

The citizens of > Ghent, alarmed at the ap* 
proach of their offended emperor, who j^ 
was joined by his brother, the king of j^^qJ 
the Romans, and a powerful army, sent 
ambassadors to implore his mercy, and offered 
to throw open their gates : but Charles only 
vouchsafed to reply, that he should appear 
among them as a sovereign and a judge, with^ 
the sceptre and the sword. Accordingly he-en* 
tered the place of his nativity with a resolution* 
of exhibiting an awful example of severity. 
Twenty-six of the principal citizens were doom- 
ed to expiate their crime by death ; many of their 
friends were driven into exi^e ; the city was de- 
clared to have forfeited all its privileges ; a new 
mode of administration was prescribed : and an 
annual tax was levied on the unfortunate in*> 
habitants for the support of a garrison. 

The baseness of his subsequent behaviour to 
Francis, laid the foundation of a new war with 
France J the rapid progress of the Turks in 
Z 2 
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Hungarjrexdted a general alarm; and the en- 
pleasant state of his own afitdrs in Spain, in- 
duced the emperor to make some considerable 
concessions to his protestant subjects in Ger- 
many, in order that he might obtain some need* 
ltd supplies both of men and money. - He then 
hastened to execute a &T0urite enterprise which 
he had concerted against Algiers ; but the wea-^ 
ther proved so unfieivourable, and die defence of 
the place liras so veil conducted, that he was at 
length compelled to retire with prodigious loss* 

The ill success of this expedition encouraged 
tiie king of France to commence hostilities ; but 
Charles^by* securing the fidelity of the protestant 
princes in Germany, and by engaging the Eng- 
lish monarch to espouse his cause, prevented 
him from gaining any signal advantage* The 
Imperialists were, indeed, defeated with conidder- 
able loss at the battle of Cerisoles ; but the con- 
tending powers Were mutually £itigued with 
such an useless war: and a treaty was conduded^ 
after a short time, at Crespy, by which it was 
agreed, that all conquests made since the truce of 
Nice should be restored ; that Charies should 
give his eldest daughter, with the sovereignty of 
the Low Countries, to the duke of Orleans ; that 
the late claims upon certain territories should be 
renounced by each party ; and that the French 
and imperial forces should unite in making war 
upon the Turks. 

Charles now resolved to humble the Gentian 
princes, who seemed inclined to shake oir,notonly 
the papal but also the imperial jurisdiction ; and 
with this view he concluded a disadvantageous 
peace with the Turks, and entered into a solemn 
league with the pope fbr the extiipatipn of hereby ^ 
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hxA Providence finntrated his ilit^tions, and he 
was eventually obliged to make peace with the 
pFOtestants on their own terms* A subsequeat 
attack on the city of Metz proved totally fruit- 
less ; the citizens of Sienna renounced their alle- 
giance, and put themselves under the protection 
of France ; and the fooling, which; the emperoc 
bad hitherto mmntained in Tuscany was lost 
sibout the same time* 

Exasperated by these successive disasters^ 
ChaHes retiitid into the Low Countries, and ef- 
fikced the stain which his military reputation had 
i^eceived before Metz, by reducing the cities (^ 
Terouane and Hesdin ; but whilst he triumphed 
ifi these accesses, his troops were defeated with 
great slaughter in Italy ; part of Corsica was an- 
nexed to Uie French conquests ; and the Austri- 
an general was forced to abandon Transybania 
to the Turks* The emperor,^ however, enters 
tained hopes of counterbalancing all these losses 
by hisewQ policy, and the nuptiials of queen Ma- 
vy vdth his son Philip insinn^l him wi^ the ex- 
pectation of annexing England to his other do- 
»ini<»». 

Whilst Italy and the Netherlands ^ ^^ 
groaned under the miseries of war, and j^^^* 
the inhabitants of Germany were fully 
occupied by theolo^cal controversy, the empe>« 
ror formed a resolution of resigning his heredita« 
ry dominion^ to his son Philip, and of seeking hk 
the tran^ilUty of retirement that hap[nnesa 
which he had sought in vain amidst the tumults 
of war and the intrigues of a court. 

In consequence of this design, Charles, who 
had already ceded to his son the kingdom of Na^ 
^s and the duchy of Milan, assembled'the states 
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•of the Netherlands at Brassels ; and explained 
lo his subjects the reasons of his resignation* 
He also recounted aU the great actions which he 
had perfi3nned since the commencement of his 
administration. ^* From the seventeenth year of 
my age (said he) I have devoted all my attention 
to public business, reserving no portion of my 
time for the indulgence of my ease, and but lit- 
tle for the enjoyment of private pleasure. I- 
have, either in a hostile or pacific manner, visit- 
ed Germany nine times, Spain six times, France* 
four times, Italy seven times, the Netherlands 
ten times, England twice, and Africa twice: ~ 
and while my health enabled me to discharge the 
duty of a sovereign, I never shunned the most 
arduous office, nor repined under the inconveni- 
eocies of fatigue ; but now my health is broken, 
my constitution is exhausted by the rage of an 
incurable distemper, and my growing infirmities 
admonish me to {^ace my sceptre in the hands of 
a prince who is already accustomed to govern, 
and who adds to the vigour of youth all the sa- 
gacity and attention of maturer years." Then 
turning, towards the prince, who fell on his knees 
and kissed his fether's hand, " It is in your pow- 
er (resumed the emperor) to justify, by a virtu- 
x)us administration, the extraordinary proof 
which I now g^ve of my paternal aflFection. Pre- 
serve, I entreat you, an inviolable regard for the 
interests of religion, maintain the catholic ^th 
in its purity, let the laws of your country and 
the rights of your peofde be sacred in your esti- 
mation ; and, if you should ever wish to retire 
froitr .the government, may you have a son to 
whom you can resign your sceptre, with as much 
satisfaction as I give up mine to you." These 
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observations vere uttered With euch pteuliar dig- 
nity and tenderness, that the whole audience 
melted into tears ; and the emperor being quite 
exhausted with the fatigue of the solemnity, was 
obliged to withdraw. A few weeks after this me* 
morable transaction, Charles resigned the *8QV^ 
reignty of Spun and America ; reserving iioUiing 
to himself out of all his vast poseesuons but an 
annual pension of one bundled thousand crownsr 
Having thus disengaged himself from all the 
affairs of state, Charles ordered a small edifice 
to be erected near the monastery of St» Just ^ 
and in that peaceful retreat buried his grandeur^ 
his ambition, and all those mighty projects 
which, during forty years, had alarmed and agi* 
tated all the powers of Europct 



CHAPTER IV. 

Frfrnt the Abdication of ChartcM L to the. Death of 
Charles IL the last Monarch of Sfiain qf the 
House of Austria. 

DON PHILIP ascended the Spamsh . 
throne,* in consequence of his fa- j I.. * 
ther's resignation ; and commenced his 
administration by concluding a truee widi the 

* Charles Y. could not prevail fiK the Gerarnn prince» to * 
raue his soa to the imperial (Sienity, They cheerfully par- 
sed their vojes, however, in faVour of the emperor's bro- 
ther Ferdmand ; and by that action divided the danger* 
ou# power of the house of Austria into two branches* 
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crown of France for five years : but the flames 
of war were soon rekindled by the intrigues of 
the Roman ponttflP, and the new sovereign was 
compelled to take up arms at the very moment 
when most of the European states were rejcHcing 
in the prospect of a durable repose. 

After several fruitless negociations with his 
holiness, and a consultation with the Spanish cg- 
clesiasdcs, Philip resolved to act with vigour 
against his inveterate enemy, and, accontingly, 
«ent the duke of Alva into the pope's dominions, 
with an army of ten thousand veterans. Pau]> 
however, still remained inflexible, and, on the 
arrival of a French army in Italy, he banished 
all thoughts from his mind but those of war and 
vengeance. 

Meanwhile Philip, perceiving that Henry of 
France had violated the truce, assembled a body 
of fifty thousand men in the Netherlands ; drew 
over a powerful reinforcement from England ; 
and gave the command of his army to Emanuel 
Phillibert, duke of Savoy, one of the greatest 
generals of that warlike age ; who soon damped 
the ardour of the French troops, by defeating, 
them with prodigious slaughter, before St. 
Quintin, and taking the gallant Montmorency 
prisoner. The victorious duke now proposed to 
overlook all smaller considerations, and to march 
directly to the gates of Paris : but Philip was 
unwilling to hazard so bold an enterprise, and by 
that means saved France from utter devastation. 
He was, indeed, soon convinced of the absurdi- 
ty of his conduct upon this occasion : but the re^ 
duction of St. Quintin, Horn, and Catelet, dissi- 
pated ati his chagrin ; and in the height of exul- 
tation^ he vowed to build a church; a monastery^ 
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qnd a palace in honour of St. Lawrence, because 
the battle of St. Quintin had been fought cm the 
day sacred to that marfyr. 

In consequence of the &tal Uow which France 
had received at St. Quintin, the duke of Guise 
was recalled from Italy, and the arrogant pon- 
tiff, finding himself deserted by his best defend- 
ers, was obliged to accommockte his behaviour 
to the exigency of his affairs, and to employ the 
mediation of the Venetians in order to obtain 
peace. His catholic majesty eagerly listened to 
the first proposals of this nature, and the duke 
of Alva repsdred to Rome, in order to obUun ab- 
solution for having invaded the patrimony of the 
church. 

But though this war was terminated without 
any detriment to the apostolic see, it produced 
effects of considerable importance in other parts 
of Italy. The city of Placeatia, with its adjib- 
cent territory, was restored to Octavio Famese, 
duke of Parma, in order to detach him from the 
French interest ; the investiture of Sienna was 
granted as an equivalent for the sums due to 
Cosmo de Medici ; and the balance of power 
among the Italian states was rendered more 
equable than it ever had been since the invasion 
of Charles VIII. From this time Italy ceased 
to be the theatre on which the monarchs of 
Spain, France, and Germany, contended for aug- 
mentation of fame or dominion. New objects 
attracted their attention, and their subsequent 
hostilities involved other states in the miseries of 
war. 

The duke of Guise was received with accla- 
mations on his return to France, and all ranks 
of people seemed to Iook up to him as the guar- 
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dian angel of their kingdom. He was appointed 
lieut^Eiant-general, with a jurk»dicti(»i almost 
unlimited : and he soon justified his master's 
high o{union of him^ by efSecting the reduction - 
of Calais, aod the fortress of ThionviUe in the 
duchy of Luxembourg. This brilliant success, 
however, was counterbalanced by a signal de- 
feat of the French near Gravelines ; and the 
duke was obliged to hasten toward the frontiers 
of Pioardy, in order to oppose tlie prc^rass <^ 
the «iemy« 

The attea^on of all France was now fixed up* 
Ml the doke of Guise, as the only person who 
seemed capable of surmounting every danger, 
and in whose conduct they might confide with 
pleasing security. His strength was nearly 
equal to the duke of Savoy's, each commanding 
about forty thousand men* Their encampments 
were fixed within a few leagues of each other t 
and, the Frendi and Spanish monarchs having 
joined their reactive armies, it was expected 
that a decisive battle would soon determine 
which of the competitors should obtain a future 
ascendency in the affaira of Europe. But both 
princes seemed incMned to stand on the defen- 
sive ; peace began to be mentioned in each camp; 
and, after mature deliberation, the abbey of Cer- 
cramp was fixed on as the place of congress. 
^ We must now turn our attention to 
j^^g* the monastery of St. Just, where Charles 
V. about this time, received a summons 
to futurity. After resigning the reins of go- 
vernment into other hands, and retiring, with 
only twelve domestics, to this peace^l retreat, 
he devoted his time entit'ely td acts of piety and 
innocent amusements* When his health per* 
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mitted him to quit his apartment, he rode on 
horseback to a neighbouring wood, or cultivated 
the elegant productions of his garden; and when 
his infirmities precluded the enjoyment of these 
gratifications, he found relief in a select society 
of friends, or in studying the principles of me- 
cKanism. He was particularly curious with re- 
9{>ect to the construction of watches, and on per- 
ceiving that he could never bring any two of 
them to go exactly alike, he reflected, with . 
much regret, on his own folly in attempting to 
bring his subjects to a precise uniformity of sen- 
^ment concerning the mysterious doctrines of 
religion* Me died on the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember, with all exterior marks of piety and pa- 
tience, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, after 
he had swayed the Castilian sceptre for near 
^rty years, and passed two years in retire^ 
tnent. 

The character of ChariesV* is strongly mark- 
^ by the peculiarity of his qualities, which not 
only ctistinguish him fix>m his royal contempo- 
raries, but also account for the superiority which 
lie so long obtained over them* As his talents 
tinfolded themselves by slow degrees, and were 
iate in attaining maturity^ he was cautious m 
forming his schemes, and, after hearing the 
opinions of his ministers, took his resolution 
with decisive firmness. His promptitude in exe- 
cution was equally remarkable with his pa* 
tience in deliberation ; and he did not discover 
greater sagacity in his choice of measures, than 
fertility of expedient in rendering them success- 
ful* He possessed in a most eminent degree the 
art of adapting th^ employments of men to their 
talents ; and though he remained inactive du>- 
VoL. XV* A a 
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ring the most ardent period of life, he acquired 
such knowledge in the art of war as enabled 
him to vie with the most able generals of his 
age. He placed unbounded confidence in bis 
officers, rejoiced in the augmentation of their 
fame, and rewarded their services with princely 
munificence ; and, though destitute of that sua- 
vity of manners which marked the character of 
his French competitor, he was no stranger to 
the virtues which excite admiration and ensure 
attachment. 

There were, however, some great defects in 
Charies's political character. His ambition ap- 
pears to have been insatiable, and his ardent de- 
sire of being distinguished as a conqueror, in- 
volved him in perpetual wars, and prevented 
him from attending to the police and improve- 
ment of his kingdom. The addition of the im- 
perial crown to his hereditary dominions en- 
-gaged him in projects so complicated and ar- 
duous, that he had often recourse to low artifices 
in the execution of them, and sometimes dis- 
honoured his royal character by flagrant devia- 
tions from integrity. Besides his successor, 
Philip, the emperor had several sons, who died 
in their infancy, and two daughters, the infanta 
Maria, who espoused the archduke Maximilian; 
and the infanta Joanna, who married the prince 
of Portugal. He had also two natural children, 
namely, Margaret, who was married to Cosmo 
de Medicis ; and Don Juan, who was brought up 
by one of the emperor's faithful servants, till 
Don Philip was made acquainted with the se- 
cret of his birth. 

But to return from this digression. A treaty 
of peace was concluded, in the spring of 1559, 
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between the crowns of Spain and France, in 
consequence of which his cathdic majesty con^ 
sented to espouse Henry's daughter, Elizabeth, 
and the contested territories were mutually 
given up. The French king did not long enjoy 
the effects of this pacificaUon, being accidentally 
killed at a tournament : but his disaster had 
no influence either on the treaty or the marri- 
age. 

After making some necessary arrangements 
in the Netherlands, Philip hastened his return to 
Spain, and convened an assembly of the states 
at Toledo, where, in pursuance of the deceased 
emperor's request, he publicly acknowledged 
John of Austria for his brother. On the fourth 
of October, he sanctioned an auto dafe with his 
presence ; and on the second of the ensuing Fe- 
bruary, celebrated his nuptials with the princess 
of France. 

At the earnest solicitations of the knights of 
Malta, an expedition was undertaken to recover 
Tripoli from the infidels ; and the duke de Me- 
dina Coeli, who was invested with the chief com- 
mand, flattered himself with the expectation of 
complete success : but whilst he was exulting 
over the reduction of an island called Gerbes, 
his fleet was surprised by basha Piali with tlie 
whole force of the Othman empire, and a scen^ 
of carnage ensued which scarcely merits the 
name of an engagement. Forty gallies were 
either sunk or captured by the Turks; se- 
veral persons of distinction were taken pri- 
soners ; the duke himself escaped with great 
difficulty, and Gerbes was wrested from its 
Christian conquerors. Don Philip was much 
dejected at the news of this disaster, and imme<^ 
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diatelj detnaiided the pope'ft permisstcm fer lajH 
m^ contributionB on the clergy* About the same 
time, he transferred his court from Toledo ts' 
Madrid ; and, soon afterward, laid the founds- 
tion of the Escurial, which he ordered to be 
built in the form of a gri(£ron, because St. Law^ 
fence, to whose honour he dedicated it, was said 
to have been broiled afive, at Rome, in the third 
century. 
J. jy In the ensuing spring, Hassan, king of 
, -^j] Algiei^ avowed his intention of recover- 
ing Oran and Mazalquiver oiit of the 
hands of the Spaniards ; and employed in this 
expedition the whole force of the infidels in Af- 
rica, besides a naval armament which was fur- 
nished by the grand signior : but the governors^ 
of the fortresses acted with such prudence and 
vigilance, diat their respective garrisons were 
enabled to hold out till a Christian fleet arrived,- 
and compelled the besieger to draw off his 
forces. In consequence of this war, all the 
Moors of Valencia were suddenly disarmed, by 
order of government, and ax thousand sabre* 
that were taken from them were 'sent to the 
Spanish troops in the island of Sardinia. Short* 
ly after these transactions, an instrument was 
drawn up, by which all the Spanish possessions 
in America were irrevocably annexed to the 
Castilian diadem ; and, about the same time, the 
viceroy of Sicily reduced the important fortress 
of Penon de Velez, under the cannon of which 
the Moorish corsairs used to take refuge when 
chased by the Spanish galleys. 

The grand signior was no sooner informed of 
the k>ss of Penon de Vdez, and the subsequent 
destruction of another place to which the Turk- 
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ish pirates frequently resorted, than he fitted out 
a prodigious armament, and ordered Sinan 
Hasha to invade the island of Malta with all 
possible expedition. But the grand master took 
such adn\irable precautions for the defence of 
the place, and procured such powerful ' auxiH- 
ajries, that the enemy was compelled, after a 
sanguinary conflict, to retire with precipitation. 

Upon the.misrepresentation of Guerrero, arch- 
bishop of Granada, Pius V. who had lately as- 
cended the papal throne, wrote in very warm 
terms to Philip, in order to stir him up against 
the Morescoes ; and the ^ng cheerfully took his 
advice, notwithstanding the serious embarrass* 
znents which he had already brought upon him- 
self by his tyrannic conduct towards the protes- 
tants in the Netherlands. He, accordingly, 
sent an express into the kingdom of Granada,, 
commanding all the Morescoes to submit to an 
immediate change of habit, manners, and lan- 
guage. The Moors were much distressed at this 
cruel order, and sent deputies to refute the accu- 
sations which had been laid against them ; but 
neither their entreaties, nor even the renu>nstran- 
ces of the Spanish officers had any effect upon the 
king. His inflexibility, however, soon produced 
the most alarming consequences, as will appear- 
in the sequel. 

Whilst the duke of Alba was executing 
his master's orders in the Netherlands, '^2! 
Don Carlos of Spain formed a resolution 
of quitting his Other's court and retiring into 
Germany : but the nobles to whom he applied 
for pecuniary assistance discovered his intentions, 
and Philip went in person to his apartments^ 
where he caused him to be arrested. 
A a 2 
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PhUip acted with great moderatkm u{X)ii this 
occasion, and gave notke to the pope's nuncio^ 
and to all die foreign ministers^ of die motires 
which had compelled him to adopt a measure so 
inimical to his paternal feelings* He aBo is* 
formed their imperial majesties, who interposed 
-with great amdetj for the prince's safsty, that 
he had taken the advice of both diidnes and ci* 
vilians ; and that his future actions toward the 
royal (Hisoner would be marked by cantioo and 
tenderness* 

Carlos, however, bore his confinement with 
the utmost impatience. He refused all kind of 
nourishment for two days, and afterwaids over- 
loaded his stomach with food. By this conduct, 
and an immoderate use of cold water, he brought 
on a dysentery which baffled the skill of hisphy- 
sicians. He then sent for his father, and, having 
obtsuned forgiveness for his misconduct, he e»- 
pir^ in thetwenty^-fourth year of his age. This 
prince had the misfortune to be defonxied in fai$ 
person, and to have a weakness iri one of his ]^;a. 
He was also of an unhappy dispo^tion, hasty, 
passionate, and sullen, very apt to take offence, 
and rigmarkably implacable in his aversions. His 
govemorj Garcia Toledo, and the duke of Afta, 
Tiarrowly escaped assassination in consequence 
of some offence which they had given him ; and 
his intended flight into Germany, seems to have 
resulted from some secret discontent which be 
had conceived against his father. Some wtiters 
have affirmed that he was put to death by his fa- 
ther's command : but this assertion seeitis highly 
improbable, and is contradkted by th^ best 
Spanish historians^ 

The Morescoes^finding all ftji^ltiXi^Qi^trsDcef 



d by Google 



9»Aflf4 S77 

ineffectual, and {Hticeivitig that the edict relative 
to their change of customs would be immediatelf 
enfonced, reeved to throw off thdr allegiance^ 
and attempt the recoTery of Granada* Their 
mea^res were conducted with the most pix>found 
secrecf ; and they had sent repeatedly to Algiers 
before Philip had any idea of the de»gn. At ^ 
length oat of their deputies was discetreTed, and 
his papers gave so clear an account of thdr pre- 
paiations^ Uiat the marquis de Mondijar found 
it necessary to repair immediately to Granada^ 
in order to prevent the suiprisal of that city* 
His exertions were attended with success ; but 
a general revolt took place in the adjacent coun« 
try) and Ferdinand de Valor, a young man of 
approved conduct and bravery, was proclaimed 
king of Granada and Cordova, after vowing to 
live and die in support of the Mahometan refi- 
^n* The most outrageous excesses and wanton 
cruelties were now committed by the exasperated 
notets ; and a most sanguinary war ensued, which 
lasted between two and three years, and depopu* 
elated some of the finest countries of Spain. At 
)ength; however, the Christians obtained a deci- 
Mve victory ; and, upon the death of the Moorish 
prince, the public tranquillity wias restored* 
Shortly after the termination of this war, Don 
Juan, with a powerful body of auxiliaries, gained 
a naval victory over the Turks, at Lepanto, by 
which they lost thirty thousand men, besides ten 
thousand that were taken prisoners, and fifteen 
thousand Christian slaves who were liberated by 
the conqueror. Thirty of their finest galleys 
were sunk, twenty-five burnt, and one hundred 
and thirty taken ; and it was merely owing to the 
|>recipitate retreat of one of their commanders) 
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Uiat the remaiDder of the fleet escaped destruc* 
tioQ. Philip celebrated this victory by a feast 
which continued nine days, and appointed the 
anniversary of it to be kept for ever in the ca* 
thedral of Toledo. 
. ^ Elated with this brilliant success, Don 
J J.j/ Juan resolved on fresh achievements, and 
soon made himself master of Tunis : but 
instead of demolishing the town, according to 
his brother's ordei^s, he repaired the forUficatio^iH 
marked out a new citadel, and formed a pix>ject 
of assuming, by the mediation of Rome, the re- 
gal tide. He was, however, admonished by 
Philip to abandon this design ; and he had> 
soon afterward, the mortification to witness the 
conquest of his intended kingdom by the infi* 
dels. After making some unsuccessful attempts 
to procure the lieutenancy of Italy, he went into 
the Netherlands, where he died, on the 7th of 
October 1578, not without suspicion of poison. 

Upon the demise of Henry king of Portugal, 
Don Philip laid claim to the vacant throne, and 
^ve the command of a numerous army to the 
duke of Alba, who soon effected the reduction 
of the kingdom, after defeating Don Antonio 
in two battles. The Spanish monarch made hit 
public entry into Lisbon on the 29th of June, and 
received the pleasing intelligence that he had 
been acknowledged and proclaimed in the Indies. 
However, as he found it utterly impossil^e to 
gain the affections or even to silence the mur- 
murs of his new subjects, and as his feelings 
were sensibly wounded by the loss of a promis- 
.ing son, he appointed the cardinal archduke 
Albert regent of Portugal, and returned to Ma- 
drid. Nothing of importance took place in the 
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assaing-yeary esLc^t an acknowled^fment of the 
infant Don Philip by the* states of Castile^ and 
the conclusion of a marriage between the dukb 
of Savoy and the in&nta Catalina* 

In consequence of some recent depre- . ^ 
dations committed in Europe and Ame- ^ .gg* 
Tica by the English, Philip nssolved to 
take an ample revenge on queen Elizabeth ; and^ 
after mature deliberation, ordered the whole 
maritime, force of Spain to be assembled for a: 
descent upon her dominions* The execution o£ 
this project was rapidly accelerated by pecuniary 
supines, and all possitde eacertiona ; and an aiv 
mament^ consisting of one hundred and thirty 
vessels, with twenty thousand land troops, and 
eight thousand two hnndred and fifty seamen, 
sailed from Lisbon, on the 27th of May, to de* 
throne a princess who was' universally considered 
among the catholics a» a wicked protectress of 
heretics* But Divine Providence interfered, at 
this critical juncture, for &e preservation of 
England and oi the true region. The winds 
and the waves arose agsdnst the presumptuous' 
invaders; the Spanish vessels were scattered^ 
sufisk, or ^shed upon the rocks ; the exerUons 
of their enemies were crowned with briifiant suc- 
cess ; and Philip had the mcntificatkin to witness 
not only the frustration of hk grand design, but 
also the anmhiladon of bds naval power. The 
duke de Medina Skbnia^ who had the command 
of this krmneible armada, retired^ in the utmost 
chagrin, to his own house, not chusing to en- 
counter the eyes of his unfi^rtunate master ; but 
HnHp condescended to write him a letter, in 
which he acknowledged his past services, and re« 
minded him that in things depending upon the 
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elements no fault could be justly imputed to men* 
In the following year, Philip was alarmed by a 
descent of an English fleet upon his Portuguese 
dominions, and, though his enemies did not effect 
their design, he had the fresh mortification of 
witnessing the destruction of fort Cascaes, and 
the capture of several Spanish vessels. 

Notwithstanding these repeated misfortunes, 
and the consequent embarrassment of his domes^ 
tic affairs, Don Philip devoted a considerable 
portion of his time to the projection of various 
schemes for the aggitmdisement of his fame, and 
in particular, reganded the civil war of France 
as very fjetvourable to his designs : for he seems 
to have thought that he might ea»ly obtain 
the protectorship of that distracted kingdom, 
and, afterward, place his favourite daughter 
Isatsella on the vacant throne; but these expec- 
tations were eventually disappointed ; his troops 
and emissaries were effectually repulsed ; and 
Henry IV. whom the Spaniards designated by 
the epithet, ^ Prince of Beam," surrounded with 
8{dendour that diadem which he had designed 
for the infenta. 

^ About this time Antonio Perez, the 
j^*^^* king's secretary of state, was put to the 
torture for being concerned in the murder 
of one Escovado ; and the prosecution was car- 
ried on with such vigour that he deemed it ad- 
visable to shelter himself under the privileges 
of his naUve country Arragon, and according- 
ly escaped thither with the first opportunity. 
Being again apprehended, he appesded to the 
chief justice, and was carried to Saragossa, where 
he expected to be heard before an equitable tritni- 
naL But^as ^fiublic trial might probably defeat 
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the designs of his enemies, they contrived to ef- 
fect his removal to the prison of the inquisition. 
This measure, however, produced a revolt, and^ 
after much effusion of blood, Perez obtained his 
liberty, and retired into Beam, where, notwith- 
standing the circumstances of his exile and ill 
treatment, he retsdned his loyalty to his former 
master. He appears to have owed many of his 
misfortunes to his affection fo; Anna de Mendo- 
ca y la Cerda, the king's mistress ; yet he retain- 
ed his admiration of that princess in the midst of 
afiliction : and when Henry IV. asked him how 
he could hazard his life by an attachment to a 
woman who had lost the sight of one eye, he re- 
plied with vivacity, " With that eye she sets the 
world on lire ; if she had two she would reduce 
it to ashes." 

Shortly after the frustration of his. _. 
schemes in France, Don Philip received j -* * 
the unpleasant intellig^ce that a Turk- 
ish fleet had ravaged the coast of Calabria, and 
that one Gabriel de Spinosa had assumed the 
character of a prince of Portugal : but his fears 
were soon quieted by the apprehension and death 
of the impostor ; and two of his naval com- 
manders revenged themselves on the infidels by 
making a well-timed descent on Patrass in the 
Morea. 

Upon the first intimation that an English ar- 
mament had been fitted out for the invasion of 
his dominions, the king ordered all his officers 
to prepape for the defence of Lisbon, as he per- 
suaded himself that the enemy would make an 
attack upon that city : ,but whilst his fleet was 
moored at Li^3on, the earl of Essex and lord 
admiral Howard made themselves masters of 
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Cadiz, captured several rich galleons^ and me- 
duced the duke de Medina Sidonia to the sad ne- 
cessity of burning a fleet of merchantmen which 
«DUst otherwise have been taken by the iava* 
ders. This circumstance struck such terror in- 
to the inhabitants of the other maiitime towns^ 
that they unanimously deserted their residences ; 
while the successful sons of Albion enriched 
themselves with plunder, searched the harbours, 
and bade defiance to the Spanish arms* Philip 
fesolved to revenge these insults by a fresh inva- 
sion of Elizabeth's Mngdom, and actually fitted 
out a powerful fleet for that purpose : but this, 
like his great armada, became the prey of rag- 
ing winds and waves ; and the few vessels which 
escaped absolute destruction were driven back, 
in a most wretched condition, to the port of 
FerroL 

Shortly afler the conclusion of peace 
1597' ^^ ^^^ crown of France, Philip breath- 
ed his last at the Escurial, in the seventy- 
first year of his age and in the forty-second of 
his reign. In his dying moments, he delivered 
a paper of instructions to his. successor; ex- 
pressed the most earnest solicitude for the wel- 
fare of his fevourite daughter; and ordered 
some state prisoners to be set at liberty. His 
ruling character appears to have been ambition, 
and he seems to have aspired at universal mo- 
narchy ; but, though he formed the most po- 
htic schemes for reducing England, becoming 
king of the Romans, and placing the diadem ^f 
France upon the head of Isabella, the even^ 
were extremely mortifying ; and at the close of 
a long and busy reign, his power and his trea- 
sures were equally exhausted. He is said to 
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have been remarkably haughty, gloomy, and re- 
served ; and his pretensions to religion were, in 
mil probability, merely political. He was styled 
** Philip the Prudent" from the general tenour 
-of his conduct in the cabinet ; but in private 
life he was certainly vicious, and his greatest 
sibilities were exerted on such occasions as rather 
derogated from than added lustre to his royal 
dignity. 

Philip III. ascended the throne in the twenty- 
first year of his age ; and a celebrated historian 
has justly observed that his favourite, the duke 
.t)f Lerma, obtained a more than equal share in 
the administration. At the king's marriage 
two statues were erected, one of Jupiter and 
the other of Philip, bearing a globe upon their 
shoulders. This was an excellent opportunity 
for a display of malevolence against the new 
minister ; and an inscription was accordingly 
fixed upon the statue of the deity to the fol- 
lowing effect?-" This Jupiter is the duke of 
Lerma." 

After ratifying the peace with France, 
and ceding the Netherlands to Donna '' 
Isabella, in consequence of her mar- 
riage with the archduke Albert, tKe Spanish go* 
vemment sent a fleet of seventy galleys against 
the Turks ; but, though the enemy's fleet was 
Tttiuch inferior, this expedition proved entirely 
fruitless. / 

Upon the demise of queen Elizabeth, Philip 
sent ah ambassador into England to compliment 
^ng James upon his accession ; and in the en- 
suing year peace was concluded between the na» 
tions. The earl of Nottingham was received, 
upon this occasion, at Madrid, with all pos9ible 
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demonstrations of respect ; and the joy of the 
Spanish courtiers was considerably augmented 
by the birth of an infant, who was named Doa 
Philip after his royal parent. 

Meanwhile the enemies of his majesty's fii- 
\x)unte busied themselves in contriving heinous 
charges against the object of their envy, and 
magnified every unlucky accident into a wilful 
and premeditated crime. Among a variety of 
other things, they alleged that the duties upon 
bil and wine had brought in twenty-three milfi- 
ons i that the fleets from the Indies were laden 
with extraordinary riches ; and that, notwith- 
standing this prodigious income, the royal cof- 
fers were almost empty. These clamours, how- 
ever, were soon silenced by the dismissal of state 
spies, and the termination of a destructive war 
with the United Provinces, which were afterward 
acknowledged as independient. 

The latent sparks of animosity being 
1609! ^^^ rekindled in the breasts of the Span- 
* ish ecclesiastics, a resolution was passed 
for the general expulsion of the Morescoes ; and 
a royal edict was promulgated for that purpose, 
on pretence that those unbelievers had invited the 
king of Morocco to make a descent upon his ca- 
tholic majesty's dominions, and that they had 
formed a dangerous conspiracy against the Chris- 
tians. These imputations were indeed void of 
foundation ; and many of the nobles remonstrat- 
ed on the impolicy of acting with such rigour 
against a race pf men who contributed most es- 
sentially, by their industry, to the support and 
aggrandisement of the country ; but every re- 
monstrance proved ineffectual ; the Moors were, 
at several timeSi transported into Africa ; and 
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Spain sustsdned a loss of about six hundred thou- 
sand useful subjects* 

The news ot the death of Henry IV* is said 
to have been very acceptable to Philip and his 
minister, as that accident omcurred precisely 
with their interests* However, the court was or- 
dered to go into mourning, and a messenger was 
dispatched to Paris with compliments of condo- 
lence to the queen regent, as well as to remind 
her of the marriages which had been proposed 
between the infantaof Spain and the young king^ 
LiOuis, and between the princess Isabella and the 
prince of Asturias* The negociations upon 
these subjects were crowned with complete suc- 
cess ; and the projected marriages were, soon 
afterward, solemnly confirmed* 
■ Upon the report of some great military pre* 
parations among the Turks, the Spanish minis- 
ters deemed it expedient to fit out a powerful 
fieet for the security of their coasts : but the 
grand signior suddenly laid up his naval arma- 
ment, and turned his arms against the Persians. 
Hereupon the duke of Lerma ordered Don 
Lewis Faxarada to make a descent upon Bar- 
bary, and to erect a strong fortress on the gulf 
of Marmora, to prevent the Moorish pirates from 
taking shelter there, and disturbing, from thence, 
the commerce of Spain* This scheme was hap- 
pily effected; and, though it would scarcely 
have excited attention in the time of Charles V* 
or Philip II. it was one of the greatest exploits 
performed during this reign* About the same 
time, his catholic majesty concluded a treaty of 
peace with some of the Italian states ; and con- 
sented to a general renunciation of all his rights 
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lo the flaccearion of any pait of his dxmasaOD^ 
belonging to the .German branch of the house of- 
Austria* 

^ j^ Meanwhile the dnke of Lerma intro# 
i6is' duced his son, the duke c£ Usoedaj to hisr 
sovereign, that in case of necessity he 
might succeed him in the royal £iTour ; whibl 
his nephew, count de Lemos, was placed nea» 
the prince of Asturias, in order that he might 
contemplate that rising sun, and rise with ii 
above the political horizon* The minister tri^ 
nmphed, for some time, in the accomplishmeDl 
of these schemes, which promised to estabtifl^ 
his authority in the present, and to rei^ye lut 
credit in the ensmng reign* But he had, evento^ 
ally, cause to legret his' arrangements : lor hit 
son felt ofifended because he had destined him to 
act the part of a courtier ; the confessor whom 
he had reeonunended to Yob majes^ found Uial 
it would be more advantageous to hold his place 
by a minister of his own creation than by a man 
on whom he was merely a depended ; and, by 
the intrigues of ^ese ingi*ates, the count de Le^ 
mos was driven fram his new employmentir amd 
Lerma himself was, soon afterward, dismissed 
from his majesty's service. 

It is highly probetble that the enemies ctf ^'^ 
great ipsiri would have contmued their persecu* 
tions after he had retired from the helm of st^t^ 
had he not provided for his p^cisonal safety by 
procuring a cardinal's hat. Howevfer, the blow 
with which he was threatened fell upon his fe- 
yourite, Don Roderigo Calderona, count of 
Oliva* This person, who vt^s the son of ^ 
poor soldier and a Flemish woman, rose froni 
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the lowest stage of domestic serdce to the con- 
fidence of his master, the duke of Lerma, who 
procured him opulence, loaded him with ho* 
nours, and even permitted him to aspire* to a 
▼iceroyalty. These signal marks of favour ex- 
cited much envy among the people ; and on the 
disgrace of his benefactor he was accused of 
various crimes, and detained in close confine- 
ment. 

Early in the ensuing spring Philip set ^ j^ 
out, at the request of his new minister, j'^^g] 
to make the tour of Portugal, and his re- 
ception in that kingdom was equally pleasing uid 
magnificent. On the feast of St. Peter he made 
his public entry into Lisbon, where he found that 
the most splendid preparations had been made on 
his account. The river was literally covered 
With beautiful galleys and other vessels ; the 
streets were embellished with thirty-two trium- 
phal arches ; and the public display of golcl and 
jewels was so great that his majesty was obliged 
to prolong the show, that he might have time to 
behold the whole* The affability of his behavi- 
our was particulariy pleasing to the Portuguese 
nobles ; and in a general assembly of the states, 
they cheerfiiUy acknowledged his son as heir 
apparent to their crown* The majority of the 
nation, however, were not satisfied with his 
conduct ; for he did not gratify them often 
enough by appearing in public, neither did he 
give very satis&ctory answers to some of their 
demands* 

During Philip's residence at Lisbon, the af- 
fairs of Europe began to be overcast ; and, on 
his return to Madrid, he found the ministry in 
a state of embarrassment and perplexity. Thi^ 
Bb2 
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afiaii^ of the empii^ wefe fsXieti into great coif- 
fiiston ; Italy and Swit^edafifd wete ready to arm 
agiiiiist the augmenting power of the Spaniards ; 
^e governor of Naples seemed inclined to 
shake off his allegiance ; and the Tuilcs had a 
powei*ful fleet at sea which excited universal con- 
sternation* After ftiatuite ddfberation, howevefy 
the Spanish mimstcrs resoWed to act with extra- 
ordinary vigour, and their exertions were attend* 
ed with considerable liocceds. Under pretrace 
pf assisting the archduke Albert, they sent sortie 
powerful succour^ into Germany ; the viceroy 
of Naples was suddenly compelled to relinquish 
his post ; and the Spaniards erected several forts 
in the Valteline, which facilitated the corres- 
pondence between the two branches of the house 
of Austria, shut the Swiss out of Italy, kept the 
Venetians in awe, and held most of tiie Italian 
princes in a state of dependence which differed 
but little from actual subjection. 

Whilst his ministers triumphed in these suc- 
cesses, Philip perceived his approaching dissolu- 
tion, and frequently lamented that indolence 
which had been the disgrace of his reign. He 
disapproved the seizure of the Valteline, and 
gave .express orders upon his death bed, that it 
should be restored. He left some written ob- 
servations for the use of his son ; and expired at 
Madrid, in the forty-third year Of his age and 
in the twenty-third of his reign. This prince is 
said to have received a good education and to 
have been sincerely virtuous : but an Italian 
historian has justly observed that, although he .- 
exceeded most of his subjects in moral virtues^^ 
he was very defective in those shining qualities 
which ought to be associated with sovereign 
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power. Hehadbf his queen^Mftifgaret of Aus- 
tria) four sons a»d three daughters^ of whom 
Don Philip) D<m Carios^ Don Ferditwuid) the 
queen of France, and the in&nta Donna Mana, 
^sonrived him ; but, notwithstending this nume- 
rous progeny, he is said to have had no better 
prospect with respect to his &mily than in re* 
lerence to his dominions, and his reflections 
upon this subject embittered his last moments* 

Philip IV. had no sooner ascended -. 
the vacant thitme than he removed the ^5^^* 
duke of Uzeda and the late Jdng's con- 
fessor &om their employments : but, though he 
acted with SfHrit in displacing these men, he 
himself became the subject of a favourite ; and 
the administration was chiefly vested in Don 
Caspar de Guzman, count de Olivarez. The 
commencement of this reign was rendered ui>- 
popular by the execution of Rodrigo Galderoda, 
who submitted to an unjust aent^Ke with such 
patience and resignation that his unhappy fate 
was universally regretted. 

A new system of politics was now introduced 
into the cabinet ; and a strict league was con- 
cluded with the emperor, that, by his assistance, 
war might be revived in the United Provinces, 
and that both the Dutch and Italians might be 
effectually humbled under the power of Spain* 
The expectations of the new minister, however, 
were sadly disappointed ; for, instead of adding 
new lustre to his master's crown, or rendering 
any important service to his country, he excited 
the genend indignation of Europe, . and had 
the mortiflcation to hear that his exasperated 
neighbours designed to attack th^ Spanish do- 
minions on every side. Some trifling advan* 
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tages were» indeed, giuiied over tbe Englisii, 
Dutch, and French assailants ; and a ibrtonafee 
escape of the plate fleet occasioned some pablic 
rejoicings: but the pressure of extraordinarjr 
taxes occasioned uniyersal complaints; the in- 
solence of Olivarez excited a formidable renAt 
among the Catalonians ; and the Portuguese, 
having chosen the duke of Bragan9a for their 
king, shook off the Spanish yoke, and recovered 
their former independence. 
. ^ These successive misfortunes, which 
25^^ ought to have opened the eyes of Philip 
and his indiscreet ministers, seem, on 
the contrary, to have in&tuated both. Olivarez 
had obtained his present power by beconung 
the confident of his master's pleasures, and by 
encouraging his licentiousness, while he himself 
endeavoured to deceive the world with a spe« 
cious appearance of extraordinaiy piety. In 
the commencement of his administration, he in- 
curred his majesty's displeasure by presenting a 
false memorial on a subject of importance : but, 
in consideration of his alluring a beautifol ac- 
'tress, named Calderona, to the royal couch, 
this glaring act of injustice was pardoned ; and 
the offender was, afterwards, permitted to in- 
troduce an illegitimate son at court, with the 
name of Don Henrico de Guzman. About the 
same time the son of Philip and Caklerona, 
then in his fourteenth year, received the title of 
Don Juan of Austria, and was declared gene- 
ralissimo of the army against Portugal, while 
the heir apparent, Don Balthasar, was left un- 
der the care of the countess de Olivarez ;— *a 
circumstanc| which chagrined the queen, en- 
raged the populace, and astonished Europe* 
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On ^be sitbseqiient fsulure of aa espeditkn 
against the Cataloniansy the loss of Perpign^iH 
9ao6 the frustration of several important schemesi 
Oliva^rez was overwhelmed with consteniationj^ 
and, on his bended knees> besought permissioil 
to retire : but Philip was so far from charging 
upon his minister the recent misftxrtunes, that he 
joined with him in deploiing their common dis* 
appointments, and consoled him with repeated 
assurances of &vour and protection* 

The credit of the count duke, however, wa» 
rapidlsr dechning* The court was almost de- 
serted ; the populace, gkxmn^ and discontentedf 
refused to exhibit thdir.usual ^^s ei attachment 
when his majesty appeared in public ; and the 
(|iieen represented to her consort, that sdl the ca« 
lamities which had happened during his reign 
had resulted entirely frcnn the romantic politic9 
of Olivairez* This assertion waa immediately 
£»Uowed by the remonstrances of the imperial 
ambassador ; and Philip's nurse, being purpose* 
ly introduced) at tlus juncture, described the mi- 
scries of the nation in so lively and affecting a 
manner, that the king resolved to appease the 
universal' clamour, and accordingly wrote a let- 
ter to the duke, in which he ordered him to re* 
tire to Loches* OUvarea seemed to bear hi9 dis* 
grace with perfect equanimity ; and, in all pro* 
babiUty, would have regdned his master's favour ; 
but, on his publishing an imprudent memorial, a 
fresh damoor was raised against him, and the 
king was persuaded to banish him to Toro. 

Notwithstanding the l^tum of the grandees 
to court, and the Uberai subsidies that wero^ 
granted by his provmcesi Philip was much 
chs^rined at the loss of his oM minister ; and 
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the disasters of the ensuing year rendered Mna 
still more impatient under a load which seemed^ 
altogether insupportable. In Italy, the house 
of Austria received the most senable mortifica- 
tion, by being excluded from the negociations 
between the Roman pontiff and the duke of 
Parma. In Germany, the imperialists were 
defeated upon several occasions* In the Low 
Countries, the French and Dutch gained some^ 
important victories* The marquis of Torrecusa 
was routed with prodigious loss at Badajos ; and 
the Spanish fleet was utterly defeated, by the 
marquis de Breze, in sight of Carthagena. 
These circumstances, so inimical to the interest 
of Spain and of her best allies, produced the 
most unpleasant sensations at Madrid ; and the 
publie sorrow received fresh poignance from 
hie death of the queen, whose prudent and 
amiable conduct had giuned the confidence of. 
her husband, and the entire love of her sub- 
jects* 
. ^ Upon the demise of this princess, the 
j^^j' king committed the management of pub* 
lie affairs to Don Lewis Haro de Guz- 
man, the nephew of Olivarez, who had beea 
employed under his uncle, but who now pursu- 
t/d very different measures* Most historians 
have affirmed that the abilities of this minis- 
ter were inferior to those of his predecessor: 
but he seems to have been less assuming ; and 
he is universally allowed to have been more be- 
loved* 

In consequence of the important changes at 
court, and the pacific disposition of Haro de 
Guzman, the Spaniards began to hope for the 
blessings of tranquillity : but the war still con- 
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ilnued on eveiy side with unabated finy, and 
the torrent of ill success still bore down all be- 
fore it. The marquis de Serra, who commands 
ed for Philip in Italy, was precluded from gain- 
mg an important advantage over Savoy by the 
want of money and auxiliaries ; the house of 
Austria suffered materially from the exertions 
of the duke of Orleans and the prince of Orange ; 
a new expedition against Portugal was rendered 
totally ineffectual ; and the detection of a con- 
spiracy which had been sanctioned by the Span- 
ish court, delayed the reduction of Catalonia* 
. About this time, the count de Harcourt made 
himself master of Balaguer, and the count duke 
de Olivarez expired in the place of his banish^ 
ment. 

As a Spanish party was supported by ministe- 
rial intrigues at Lisbon, so there wanted not a 
Portuguese Action among the nobles of Madrid^ 
who, in their own opinion at least, acted entirely 
from a spirit of disinterested patriotism- On 
the demise of Don Balthasar, some of these 
persons expressed an ardent desire for the re- 
union of the crowns of Castile and Portugal ; 
and the duke de Medina Sidonia ventured to ex- 
patiate on the advantages which would result 
from a marriage between his nephew, the prince 
of Brasil, and the infanta Maria Theresa, now 
presumptive heiress of the Spanish monarchy. 
But as this scheme could not even be rendered 
communicable to Don Philip, the projectors of 
it were driven into consultations and practices 
which were criminal in appearance if not in re- 
ality, and which soon produced the most serious 
consequences. The duke de Medina is said to, 
have preserved his life by discovering all the 



d by Google 



other persons who had- engaged with him in 
this design : but the duke de Hijar, of the ilHis* 
trious house of Silva, perished under a rigorous 
confinement; and the marquis de Ayambntey 
Don Carlos de PadtUa, and others, were doom- 
ed to an untimely death for this irregular instance 
of their zeal for the tranquillity of their country. 
The latter part of this year was marked by the 
death of prince Edward of Portugal, and the 
marriage of his catholic majesty with his 0¥ni 
niece, Mary Anne of Austria. 

-^ Upon the demise of their king Don 
j5-. ' Juan, the Portuguese resolved to begin 
the campaign with extraordinary vigour, 
lest their enemies should take advantage of 
their recent loss ; and the minority of their 
prince : but, failing in an attempt to surprise a 
Spanish fortress, they drew upon themselves the 
mischief which they sought to avoid ; for the 
duke de St. Germaine, an Italian nobleman of 
great merit, being entrusted with the command 
of Don Philip's army, soon effected the reduc- 
tion of Olivenza, one of the strongest places in 
Portugal, and soon aften^'ards added Uie town 
attd castle of Moron to this important conquest. 
In Catalonia the Spaniards were less success- 
ful, and the subsequent destruction of several . 
rich galleons, by admiral Blake, in the island 
of TenerifFe, occasioned an universal conster- 
nation : but these heavy calamities seemed to 
be totally forgotten, and the public sorrow was 
converted into general rejoicings, on the birth 
«f a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Philip Prosper. About this time, also, the 
Cataionians returned to their obedience. After 
the war betiveen Spain and France had befcn car* 
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lerial advantages) the court of Madrid ^5^^/ 
deemed it expedient to accede to a ne- 
aociatio&y which, upon a former occasion, thejr 
Sad rejected with contempt. Accordingly a mesr 
senger waa sent to cardinal Mazarine, and pre«* 
lixninary articles were settled at Paris, in conse* 
quence of which the two ministers met on thfi 
frontiers, at a plaee called the Isle of Pheasants, 
»ad concluded a definitive treaty, hy which the 
in&nta was to be given in marriage to the most 
Christian, king, and a district in sovereigntf 
which had been deugned for the prince of Cond6 
Iras to be yielded to the crown of France* Oik 
the 3d of June the projected marriage was so- 
lemnized, by pcoxfy at Fontarabia ; and next 
mornings the qneen mother, with cardinal Maza- 
rine, had an interview with his catholic majestf. 
and the in&nta* The treaty was then sworn to 
with great solemnity, by both kings i and the 
two courts left each other in terms of the most 
cordial friendship. 

Don. Juan was now moderately sue- ^ ^^ 
cessful in the war against Portugal^ 2^5^' 
but the Spanish ministers were displeased 
with his conduct; and persuaded his majesty 
to confer the command of hiis army upoi^ the 
marquis de Carracena. This nobleman flat* 
tered his employers with the hope of reducing 
the revolted kingdom in a single campaign ; 
but, after an unsuccessful attempt upon Villa- 
viciosa, he was defeated, in the plain of Montea 
Glaros, with prodigious loss, four thousand vete>^ 
rans being slain on the field of battle, and a sml 
greater number taken prisoners. The news of 
this disaster had such an effect upon .Philip, 

Vol. XV. C c 
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that he iMituaHf fimited awfty "m&k the dispateha 
in his hand. .The mimsters were now over- 
whelmed with confusion ; the populace exclaim* 
ed tAtDon Juan had been betrayed, and the 
glory of Castile sacrificed by an unprincipled ca« 
hal ; and the public con&mon was greatly aug- 
mented by anirruptkm of the, Portuguese troq^ 
into Andahisia* 

In thb melancholy situation of afi&irS) the 
king was seized with a dysenteryy which ter- 
minated his mortal existence in the sixty-first 
year of his age, and the finty-fifth of hffi reign. 
He kft the crown to hia son Don Carlos, wh» 
was to be placed, during his minority, uiKler the 
tutelage of the queen and a council of i«gency» 
His i€miuns were deposited in that ms^^nificent 
dormitory of the Spmish lungs, called the Pan* 
theon, which he had rebuilt in the year 1655» 
^ Philip IV. was a prince of good natural abili- 
Iks but his education was inadequate to the situa« 
tion which he filled ; and the artifices of count 
de Olivare? kept Mm so long in a state of indo- 
lence, that he coukl not afterwards attain a pro- 
per degree of application* He appears to have 
loved magnificence; and, though the greatest 
part of his reign was clouded by mi8fi>rtune& or 
disappointments, he certainly had the grandeur 
9f the Spanish monarchy at heart. 
^ jj The yoimg king, Charfea H.» was 
z666. inaugurated shortly after the perform- 
ance of his Other's obsequies, and, 
though scarcely four years of age, te displayed 
$uch promising parts that, when he was pro- 

^ The in&nt Doa Philip 4^ aboat three years be£of^ 

U?!* period 
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•filmed in the KedieHandftrUie people expi«!tted 
an expectation that he would pesemUe his &^ 
SBOU8 ancestcM* the emperor Chuies V. Unfor- 
tcmately, however, the qneen^motiber was e^^uallf 
Ibnd of power, and unable to govern with pro- 
priety ; and her misconduct incapacitated the 
prince, upon future occa^onsy from making the 
neediiil reformations in his distracted kingdom^ 
Having prevailed on her dying consort to 
exclude Don* Juan from the administretion, diis 
princess introduced into the council of regency 
fiither Nitard, her confessOT, a man* of very 
moderate capacity^ and ahnost totally unac* 
quainted with the state of pul^c affiiirs. By 
the advice of this person, she made a scHemn ao» 
knowledgment of the independence. (^ Portu- 
gal, and concluded a dishonourablr peace withr 
Louis XIV. The states were much displeased 
at these proceedings, and unaninaously entreated 
the regent to employ Don Juan, as the only mai^ 
whom they conoeiv^ capable of restoring tho 
credit and sustaining the weight of the govern* 
ment : but, as she was unwilling to adopt a mea«- 
sore which might pKfidiee her ecclesiastical 
^vourite, she proposed to Don Juan the govern* 
ment of^the Low Countries, which he readily 
accepted* When about to embaiic for the place 
of his destination, the prince was informed that 
1ms secretary, Don Joa^h de Malladas, had 
been pot to death by a wantuit from the regent. 
Hereupon he returned to one of his estates, and 
formed so powerful a party that, after a few re^ 
monstrances, fitther Nitard thought it advisable 
to retire into Italy, where he obtained a car* 
dinal'a hat ; whilst his chagrined mistress was. 
oUiged to declare Don Juan lieutenant-general 
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Meattirhile Cliules IL grew uii, and 
Y^ ' thepenod «m^«d ibr dKlaring htm of 
age* A few days after the ceremony, 
hia mother required hon to a^-4ai act by which 
he was to acknowledge that, on account of his 
tender age and inexperience, he still needed the 
aa«atanee of the queen and her council of re- 
gency : but he rdbsed to put hb name to kf 
and said with a detennined air, << I hqie God^ 
who hath made me a king, will enable me to 
discharge the dutieB of my high station, and to 
become the father of my people*" His noUier 
was confiiunded at this unexpeded answer, and 
to prevent the consequences of it, she is said 
to have mixed some drugs with his chooolafee, 
which debilitated both Us mind. and. body* 
Certain it is that, in the course of afew wedu, 
he lost his wonted sfnnti, and his foture imbe^ 
cifity proved highly detiimental to the intemats 
of lus kingdom* 

Father Nitsad was snotceded, m the qoostt^ 
coundl, by Don, Hernando: de ValennielB, a 
young man of gvcat bmwtry and geneiouty, 
but destitute oi those qualities which are induh 
pensably necessary for govelming* He adhered 
with strict fidelity to his benefactress ; caused 
the king to be continually sunounded with his 
creatures ; and made some exertions fiir ac- 
quiring the esteem of the populace : but he had 
no idol of restoring the re|mtation.of thesii^ 
ing stats ; and his vanity gtve a colour to the 
popular clamour which w4s quickly raised 
against him.f 

Meanwhile Don Juan^ who goremed Arragon 
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with an auUiority superior to that of its ancient 
monarchs, deriyed augmenting respectabilitsr 
from his own judicious conduct. Simple in 
dress and modest in deportment^ he added to 
the Spanish regularity that spirit which at first 
^ve it reverence, and made the puUic weHare 
the first object of his administration* His strict 
adherence to the Arragonian constitution, and 
the impsuliality <^ his conduct upon aU oc- 
casions, w&ee mentioned mth rapture at Ma- 
drid ; and many of the Castiiian nobles resolved 
to use their utmost exertions to place him at the 
head of government. Accordingly an asso^- 
ciation was formed for this purpose, and Charles 
readily consented to a personal interview with 
Dcm Juan, in which he learned the true state of 
his dominioBs, and the methods by which his 
groaning subjects might be relieved. In con- 
sequence, of this nitervieWi, the queen mother 
was removed to Toledo ; Valenzuela was de- 
graded, and sent to the Philippines ; and Don 
Juan was honoured, both by plebeians and 
patricians, as the friend and pK>tector of his^ 
country. Shortiy after this occurrence, a fruit- 
less and protracted war was terminated between 
the courts of France and Spain by the. treaty of.. 
Nimeguen.> 

The queen, during her. administration, had 
negociat^ a treaty of marriage between her 
flon and Maria Antonietta, thedaughter of the 
empero/; but Don Juan concluded another 
frith Mam Louisa, daughter of the duke of 
Orleans. This marriage, seems to have been 
equally satis&u:tory to the king and the Span- 
ish nobles : yet it was, afterwards, improved 
into the cause of Don Juan's (tisgrace ; and that 
Cc2 
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frince WM so dee|ily affected by the base < 
lamnies of his enemie% that he fell iU^ and died 
oi a brdken heart* He had no aooner expired, 
than the eyes of the popuiace were openied to 
the fiyiaqr of their own prejudtoea ; eveo his 
most implacable enemies were convinced td 
liKsdiatnterestectaiesi; and thewh^ nation ac- 
Imowledged that in him die yirtues of die Span- 
ish house of Austria had made its last eifort* 
The king, however, was so fiur from regretting 
his loBSi that he went immediately to Teredo, 
and brought back the queen modier, as if to 
triumph over the ashes of a man whose ^wesA 
§or lus country had proved inimical to her am^ 
hidon* 
. ^ Charles, by a strange Indecorum, coo- 
i68a 8ummaledhismarrisgeinone<^tliepoor> 
\ est vilkiges of (^ Castile, whence be 
conducted the new queen to Buigos, and, aft^* 
wards, made a pompous entry into Madrid. 
The adE&urs of the Spanish Court were at this 
time, in the greatest perplexity imaginable ; 4iw 
the king was unaUe to fix upon s miniver ; the 
young queen was disgusted with an etiquecte so 
dissonant to her education ; the Prench ambas- 
sador delivered his master's, haughty messages 
in a manner which rendered them sdtt more dis- 
tasteful ; and Louis XFV. as if anxious to in* 
4Nilt his catholic majes^'s^ircumstances, insisted 
upon several humBiatog conoessions to the nune 
and power of France. 

After mature delib««don, the diAe de Me- 
dina Coeli was plaoed at tlm head of adfl^s- 
-tradcMi : but his tadents prorved 'unequal to bis 
-undertaking; and the nation was : invotved in 
complete confosioiv UnaUe to redress so many 
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jmi% and (XMifouaflM at &e entire defidency 
•of firnds) he reduced the copper oom fiom its 
nomiDsl to Us real value^ by which abeuid vattir 
Bure ' money was rendered still mope scarce attd 
pfovisimis much dearer. The cof^r was then 
called in, and his majesty promised to pay its 
value in six months ; but, as his inafai^ty was 
iWTersally known, this <^idy served to increase 
the puUtc disGontsnt. In this alarming ex- 
igence, many of the grandees were obUged to 
aeU or coin their plate ; the king^ domestics 
left the pslace for want of subeislenoe ; the navy 
was almost annihilated; the solders on the 
imntiers deserted for want of pay ; and even 
the governors of fortresses quitted their respec- 
tive charges lo represent in person, what they 
<i}ad already reftfesented by letter without effect* 
Spain was now become truly despicable in the 
.^ht of her idlies, and her enemies triumphed 
in her accumulated nusfortunes* France made 
encroachments in Biscay, Rouillon, and the 
Low Countries; the elector of Brandenbuigh 
seized on a Spanish galleon for the payment of 
some subsidies that were^e to him ; and the 
prince regenl of P(»1ugal ccmipelled the unfor- 
tunate ministry to relinquish the island of Bu- 
enos Ayt^s, wluch had been in the possession df 
thdr nation for upwards of one hundred and 
forty years. The death of the queen of France, 
:his catholic majesty's sister, was an additionsd 
misfortime to the court of Madrid ; and^the vio- 
lence committed by Louis XIV. contrary to the 
peace of Nimeguen, roused the populace to 
madness, and overwhelmed the ministry with 
oonstemation. 
At this ^stressing conjunetiuv, the duke de 
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Medinft ObU resigned his -port) m order to bee 
himself from the increasing clamour of the peo^ 
pie ; but this resignation had no viathle efifect up- 
on public alfoiFB* The French monarch, under 
pretence of obtuning an equivalent for tlw coun- 
ty of Alost, took po6ses«on of Courtraj and 
Dixmude ; and the Spamards were canaequently 
driven to the necessity of declaring war : but^as 
none of their allies chose to provoke the ven- 
geance of the powerful a^^ressor, their exertions 
proved entirely fndtless, and they were soon ob- 
liged to conclifde a truce for twen^ years» upon, 
very disadvantageous terms. 

^ The &shonours^le termination of this. 
1684. '^'^^ induced hts catholic majesty to be^ 
gin a thorough refomation in the af&im 
of his kingdom. According^, many foreign 
commodities were prohibited, in order to correct 
luxury ; some unpopular taxes were repealed ; 
many supernumerary ^^Bces were suppressed ; 
and some vigprous exertions were made for the 
formation of a confederacy which nught cuib 
the overgrown power of France* Still, however^ 
the nation resounded with murmurs and loud 
complaints ; and the court was harassed by the 
intrigues of the queen dowi^r, who rendered 
the life of her daughter-in-law completely mise- 
rablC) and acted towards her^ upon various oc- 
casions, with savi^ brutality ; interdicting her 
from attending upon her husband when his iU 
health requtr^ her assiduities, and depriving 
her as much as possible of the king's company 
and affection. The young queen died on the 
12th of February, not without suspicion of poi- 
son ; and on the 15th of June foUowingr his ma- 
JQS^ espoused the princess Mary AiPs daughter 
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«)f the i^ector FtJatioe^ 4yid Mter to the m^ 
empress* 

fo cooaeqii^iice ci.^ violation of the ^ ^^ 
latetnice Old the part dT Louis XIV« all ^53^' 
oommevee was prohibited both in Spain 
Wid tke X^w CkAuHricss ; aad aU French effectf 
vriei^ Mzed bf aniescpresa.ordj^rfrom Madrid 
rFiie- duke 4e Noailles. took .thefield early on M^ 
mde'of RoQuUflii) and Bwde himself mastered 
Cabipredon : but lie. waa so warmly attacked bf 
thediikede Vilhahennoaay that he was compelled 
to^ ^TKitate hia aew conqueat* The Spaniard 
ooBtimied to preaa the enemy during 'the re?* 
jnainder.of theaCampiugn, and levied some hear 
wy oootribulions in Rousilkvi ; and -in Flafidert 
tteFveofih troops were r^^^iil^, in sc^me aU 
tempta which they made upon four placea be<* 
loi^tDg to his catholic ,majest]F» I^- Bfut^ai^ 
homveiv the Spaoiah arma wc^v attended wit^ 
ksaaucceaa ; for the emperor of Morbccp.mad^ 
himself masterof Lavoche, obliged the^psmso^ 
to siui!ender at. diacre6oa» and threw moat of 
them into a diingeon» , ^ 

A message fitMn the nev-popei Alenandav 
ViII« cxiiortiag the kmg to peace, occaaioned 
one of the best written answers that, c^ver issued 
fnim the oomrtf^ Madrid. All the inaults whic^ 
Spain had reoeived.from the,Fi:ench monaioh 
were strongly set forth; hia holiness was remind* 
ed that it was become absolutely necesaary, &it 
the safety of Chri8tendom» to circumscribe an 
exorbitant power which had, upon Yarious occa- 
sioosy iii^red aad (^preaned all the atates of Ku« 
n^e; and that the present war was perfectly^ 
Goomstent with the duties df Christian prince^ 
bcmnd to protect their subjects against a potea« 
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tate who, m optn defialiGc-^ juetioey had 80 fi«* 
quendy violated the most soknm treaties. 
^ j^ Shortly after the pubUcatlon of this 
^pj.* manifiestoy the dake of Vlle^erinosa com* 
p^ed the enemy to redre from Catalo- 
nia ; the SfHHimh ieet niRaged. th«^ Mai^iiiitt: 
parte of the country new PeriHgiiaii r and France 
perceived, with sensible chagrin, that she was tM> 
longer able to make those impre^caons which had 
formerly rendered her so formidable to faer 
neighbours. About the same time a plate fleet 
arrived safely at Cadiz, with thirty millions oa 
board, which enai^ed hb majesty to make some 
necessary remittances into Italy and the Low 
Countries. In the month of S^i^mibet, Charles 
was seized with so viol^it an indttposition, that 
his death was generally expeeted, andthegrai^ 
dees began freely to canvass the succession y 
some proposing to send for the young archduke, 
and others insinuating the propriety of adoptmg 
the second son of the dauphin.^ But the king's 
recovery put an end, for the present^ to these in- 
trigues, and the public attention was.chiefiy tunu 
ed &> the pixigress of the wan 

Tlie coast of Spain seemed to have sufifered 
materially, during this campiugn^ fanm the ex- 
ertions of the French admiral^ marahal d'Etrees; 
marshal Noidlles made an imiption into the 
Idngdom of Arragon ; and the reduedon of 
Mons m Flanders, overwhelmed the Spanish mi« 
matry with terror and amazement. The loss d 
M&a&^ however, produced a very good eSect i 
for his catholic majesty resolved immediately 
to detach, in some measure, these distant domi* 
nions from his crown. Accordingly, letters pa* 
tent weFe dispatched ta his scirene higluiesa the 
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4fltectdr oF BsMraria^ declanog lum herediteiy go* 
vemor of the Low Countries^ with mucfa greater 
powers than had been granted to the archduke 
l^eopoldy or to Don Joan of Austria. 

WhHst the war waa .carried on with pretty 
CKqual success, the Spaniards were uiurersalif 
elated by a rumoar of the queen's pregnancy : 
but this was discovered to be £Ulacious ; and the 
intrigues for the sfyttlement of the succession 
^wevG renewed mth greater vigour than ever. 
Thje queen and the count de Oropesa urged his 
majesty to decide in &vour of the electoral prince 
of Bavana; but the cardinals Cordova and 
PortbcarrerO) with several great politicians, de» 
dared in behalf of the emperor's 'second son. 
This contentioo was extremely uni^easant to the 
reigning prince, as seeming to anticipate the 
hour of his dissolution ; and, except the imperial 
immster^ none of the ambassadors could be per- 
suaded to interfere upon such an occasion^ 

Marshal de Tourrille, after hovering for a con* 
mderable time ^abouttiie Spanish coast, appeared 
b^re Rosas, in Catalonia, and commenced a 
bombardment, which soon oUiged the governor 
to capitulate. In the course of the same month, 
he aorpriaed the Smyma fleet, between Lagos 
and Cadiz, destroyed four men of war, and ei- ' 
iber o^tured or burnt e^^hty Dutch and Eng- 
lish sb^ 'richly laden* About this time, also, 
his i:atholic majesty received intelligence of the 
loss of Charleroi, which had been defended by 
the marquis of Castile, wTth a garrison of four 
thousand five hundred men. 

Notwithstanding these heavy misfortunes, 
Charies steadily rejected all the overtures of the 
French monarch, and lesolvjcd to prosecute thp 
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war with unabated vigour ; but^ on &e duke of 
Savoy's making asepamte t)eaie«y ami in caaatr* 
quence of the Feductton of Barcdona, Ath^ a&d 
Carthagena^ hewascompelled to accepted socb 
terms as his aiHes deemed reaiM»kablek Accord* 
ingly, a treaty was ngned at the eaotle of Rys* 
wick, by which most of tlie Mcent >coiMpie8t» 
were mutually restored. 

\ n AsCharieshadthe double mordfica- 

2698* ^^ of seebg him«elf Without ofi^raigf 

«)d hearing his coorti^s per}yetuaBy 

damourkig respecting the succession^ he, at 

tetsgth, Tesolfed to make c( will In j^vourof the 

electoral prince of Baimria, i^ioh was strictif 

eonsoftaht With the^sposiliQn of his Mier, l%ifip 

IV.andWi^ thierenunelatioiittupoiltwiiidi diat 

disposition was fiiunded: but theyouog prifiee, 

whom hte had destined -f&t hb suoceasor^ died' 

soon after this arrangeladent ; and the, court «if 

' Madrid was again involved in intrigue and per» 

ple^dty. ^ ..... 

Iri the spring of 1699, his ciaioltc mi^estf 
went to visit the tsombs of his ahoettors at- the 
Escurial, and ordered the coffins 6f Iris mother 
ahd first qUeen to be opened* Ofthe fo^mct^ imh 
thing was perfect but one hand, wlSd^theildng 
kissed and bathed with tcat«^: but the IM^ re- 
mained entire, and even the colour of the fine 
Was unchanged ; a circumstance which sUipriied 
f!he royaa visitor so tAuch, that he tinmediatdy' 
fetired. This incident occasioned various 'spo- 
collations : but it seems that PhiHp I¥.tiiul dono 
the same in the year' 1 65S ; and it was then c^ 
-Served, that the body of Charles V. appeared 
more fresh than that of his own qQeen Elizabelbt 
Who died but nine jears before* 
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Sbo^ify after kis vtHsum from (be Es* 
curkd) tjie king appointed Don Fran- '^ 
Cisco de Moile% duke of Pareta, his am;- 
Isaasa^br ta tbe ooiirt of Vienna, with the warm* 
mat asncanc6& o£ afifectionate a.ttachment to the 
reigning- fawikf^. horn whence it was reported* 
ikaK ai new wtii kadi been made in fiwrour of the 
archduke* AiMUt thk ttme, ti|ie court was throwa 
aoto ccHB^te GEmfuflisa bf » monk, who affirm.- 
cd thait Ihs nwjeatf was bewitched^ and that hie 
M heaJikh resulted from magiad channsly and 
^pnadkes mth eviispirks. This ridicukma aasev- 
•fien was laadil^ bdkved» a&d the king wae 
«Gtaa)fy esDvciBed; bmt^ aa he received no sort qf 
h&uAt, the eyes- of Ike aohles wese opened tp 
itkcir OHtft fnHjr, aad the ecdettaslic wa& deUvered 
inlo^tke krad»of the iai|uiMtioB« The jking^ 
txAfessor, who had adopted similar notions, was^ 
also disgraced) and aeot j^dseaer to a monastery* 

Upon hearing that the different powers of Eu- 
rope had actually made a partiftion of his terri- 
tc»ies, his catholic majesty wrote to the empe- 
ror, and nqiaested him to send the aschduke 
Charles privately into JSpain* To this request, 
howev^, he received no immediate answer; and 
•kia mkid heGame so distracted by the memoriids 
«l liie alliesy the miaondecsta&dmga among his 
WWB miiuafeera,. and his waatcxf afattb&)l cdi& 
;deB^ that he freqnsnUy travorsed his apartmeait 
:ia die ataioat pertarbadon, wringing his hands 
Hke OIK in despair, md exciaioring with sdl the 
aekemisBoe of smsoos inquietude, ^ Whene is 
^mysonl WkeseisChadea? Where i& the arch- 
^feei" At leagdi he understood that the eta*. 
pieRir hsd refill^ to send him ; and Ms^ intelli. 
gence, together with^anaegaciagyneHioriai feoaa 

Vol- XV. J)» d 
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tl^e French miaister, threw him into an agoQjr 
which threatened hia immediate dissolution. 

AtcT the first violence of his emodona had 
•ubsidedy Charlea seemed to recover strength; 
and» at the instigation of cardinal Portocar- 
rero, he made a nevr will in fiivour of Phi^ 
duke of Aujou* He also wrote to the duke <^ 
Pareta, to acquaint him with the state of hU 
health ; and his physicians began to entertain 
such sanguine hopes, that public rej<Hcings were 
made) at Madrid and Brussels^ for his supposed 
recovery. But, on the 26th of the month, he re- 
li^wed with moital symptoms, and, after la»- 
guistung five days, he expired in the thirty-niath 
year of his age, and the thirty^th of his rdgn. 
In thb prince ended a branch of Austria, which 
Jiad given five sovereigns to the Spanish natioiu 



CHAPTERV. 

#yiom the Acctmum of- FhiBpr V. to the genend 
Peace tflBQ]. 

. A S the late king's testament received the sano* 
^•^ tion of Louis XIV. and the dauplun, Philip 
of Anjou was solemnly proclaimed on the 24^1 
ef November ; on the fiMirth of the ensuiqg 
month he set out for his new dominions, where 
he was received with every possble maiii of 
esteem and loyalty* There were, indeed, some 
few persons who entered a protest agwnst the va- 
lidity of Charles's will : but these vrere soon re* 
moved from the cabinet, «nd the new sovereign 
entered his capital amidst the acclamations of a 
prodigious concourse of spectators. His €Sh 

% 
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(aging nuaMkei%andafiable deportment, inseo* 
sibly won the hearts of the populace ; his cle- 
mency and piety vfete equally pleasing to the 
grandees and ecclesiastics; and his marriage 
iiirith a lovely and amiable princess of Savoy, ope- 
irated as a fresh charm upon the whole nation. 

Philip honoured the city of Barcelona 
^th the celebraticA of his nuptials ; and j'^^^' 
in an assembly of the states, convened at 
^e same place, he gave a specimen of his wis- 
dom and equity, which it would be unpardmiable 
to pass over in silence.— -A eon of the duke de 
Medina Sidonia, one of the most powerful and 
Opulent noblemen in Spain, had insulted an o£- 
fr:er of the revenue who attempted to search his 
equipage, and, in consequence of some alterca- 
tion, shot him through the head. Cardinal 
Portocarrero immediately caused the young lord 
to be apprehended, and dispatched an account of 
the wiM)]e transaction to Barcelona, as being un- 
willing to take any steps without the royal com-, 
mand, in such an important affsdr. Philip, hav- 
ing read the cardinal's letter, called tbt duke d^ 
Medina into his cabinet, and demanded what 
punishment should be inflicted on the son of a 
grandee who had killed an oflBcer of the revenue 
for doing lus duty. The duke after some con- 
uderation, reified, that the offence was of a ve- 
ry heinous nature ; that the young man, let him, 
be of what rank he might, should be sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment, and that his &ther 
shculd be obliged to provide for the widow and 
&mily of the deceased. " You have spoken,*' 
rejoined his majesty, ^ upon this occasion like a 
king, and I must therefore speak to you. as a fa- 
ibow The culprit is your own ami , send him 
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tseneef ywiretotles, and dfeftainliimttieie tiM 
ht becomes tmlj tt^entant for his &ilt. With 
Kspect lo tlie unhi^jpy fioaily of mf officer^ I 
tntirrif appn>i« of your judgiDent, aad aisci peiv 
saaded that jou will oheeHully allow them « 
haftdBome nudnteBanoe*" The doke was deef^ 
affected by tiutact of his 9overdgii% clemency; 
andf from that moment axSiefed to his interestir 
with unshaken fidelity; 

The interests of ^ain, with respect to ibieiig^ 
aiUrs^ were now entiiely maiu^ged by Locns 
XIV* who d»^layed equal spirit and prataice 
in contrirance ; but, having outiived all the g^reail 
ministers who had contributed to the elevaidoii 
of his glory, he sometimes foiled in execution* 
Though he probaUy outwitted the allies in od* 
bering to the spirit rather than to the letter of the 
V partition treaty, tliey took tea equal advantage, 
by persevering in such a conduct as* rendered it 
impossible for him to discern whether they had 
retired upon peace or war* His BriCamiic ma- 
jesty and the states of Htrfland acknowledged 
Philip upon his accesnoti, and the latter, by dus 
act of com{4aisance, recovered twenty«4wo bat- 
talkma of vet^an troops that were di^rsed in 
the garrison^ of the Low Countries ; yet in the 
beginning of September the grand alliance was 
signed ; which measure would, probably, have 
b^n prevented, if France had acted with her 
wonted energy* 

In consequence of a recent iiisurrecdon an^g 
the Neap<^itanfi, and some other unpleasant cir- 
cumstances, Philip was obliged to leave his new 
kingdom and consort, almost as soon as he had 
received them ; and to make a tour into Itsdy* 
He was also compelled to rely upon the counsel 
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smd condiK^ of others ; haying) as yet, no mili> 
tary experience, and being too young to form 
9uch notions of men and things as were requisite 
in the government of a nation, distracted m 
councils, divided in affections, and in point of 
power and treasure almost exhausted. He had^ 
however, the consolation to witness the arrival of 
the plate-fleet, lowards the close of the year, 
'With a cargo of sixty millions ; and he fortunate 
ly prevented the loss of Cadias, by refusing ad^ 
mission to the fleet of the allies, which had 
craftily demanded entrance into the port without 
c:ommencing hostibties* 
: Having made all the necessary ar» 

'^' rangements, and obtained a subsidy of 
* one mUlion from the Catalonians, his 
majesty embarked ^t Barcelona, on the 8th of 
April, and on the 15th of the same month land- 
ed in the bay of Naples. His entry into die 
city, on the next morning, seemed to tranquil^ 
lize the minds of thepeopk ; and his subsequent 
remission of some heavy arrears, threw them in- 
to such a transport of joy, that when the nobility 
made him a free gift of three hundred thousand 
ducats, the commons voted him four hundred 
thousand* He then expressed his intention of 
passing over to l^ily ; but, on hearing that the 
late Spanish ministry had so cruelly, impoverish- 
ed the nobles of that island as to render it impos- 
sible for them to sustain the expeQce of a toi^al 
.visit, he contented himself with issuing out or- 
ders for the recal of exiles, and the restoi^tion of 
honours and estates to those persons ^ho had 
been treated, during the reign of his predecessor^ 
with unjust severity. 

Having granted an amnesty to all who h^d 
Dd2 
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been ociicMied in thie late troublefs, Pliittp qt^N 
ted Ns^^es on the 2d of June> and proceed^ u> 
the duchy of Milan, whence he repaked <to the 
Mrmy* On the 15th of Av^mt he agndized 
himself, with the doke de Vendosme^ in the &« 
nous battle of Lazara. The Ifliperialisflfi, being 
animated by the presence and «e»an|!le ti€ prince 
£ugene, were very near desttmying tiie iknhad 
armies of France and l^in ; but the leaders of 
their enemies were equally vaHant, and Philip, 
In patticular, gave the most convindng proo&4f 
hemism and patience* At length, ^Stov an ob- 
stinate conflict and a prodigious effu^on of Uoo^ 
the combatants separated, each side claiming the 
victory, and singing a solemn Te Demn. The 
advantage, however, was certainly on the side of 
the two crowns, for, on the next day, they took 
£.azara with all the enemy's magazines ; and this 
conquest was speedily foUowed by the reduction 
t)f ^rgc^Mte and Gnasti^bu 

Meanwhile, the queen of Spidn opened ^bt 
tttates of Arragon, and, leaving lliem sittii:^ at 
Saragossa, proceeded to Madrid, Where her arri- 
val created universal sati^ction^ and eflfectualtjr 
damped some spariks of TebelHon whidi had been 
kindled by an appectrance of the eneny^ fleet 
before Cadiz. Upon the first rumour of that 
circumstance, she declared in cdtmcil her readi^ 
ness to go to Andalusia, and even to dispose of 
her jewels, if supplies were wanting* She also 
discovered equal firmness after the misfortune at 
Vfgo, where the French marine ^it^ nearly min* 
ed, and'the Spaniards lost, according to the nMI 
moderate accounts, eight millions of gold. On ' 
the 20th of September, his <(atbolic majesty n> 
'turned to Barcelona, loid, soon sifter, to MacMd, 
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minister. 

About the jnidcBe.of Jamnry, cttRdimtf ^ 
d'Etvees arrived at Madiid, ^ritlithe title ^^^' 
of amVKBsador from 1& inost Qiriatlan 
ntajesty. Upon ^leadivice of tbis.^pifMe, Phi* 
lip tfacugbt proper to .provide for*^ leceptioii 
of his confiKlecated 'enemies; and «ccordiQgl(f 
tttsned otit 'orders £or recmitiog the Spanish in- 
haattyj £:>r remoiratihg the ca^ry, andior rab- 
ing a poweciiil body of standing forces, 'Under 
the title of ^ troops of the household*" A col>- 
ttiderat^ sum of mmteiy was aent about the 
same time to FiaBce, in order to indemnify Louia 
for the capture of his alups at Vigo, and his sub- 
jects for the Joss of their property. This meaib 
aure, howeicer, was loudly condemned by the ge^ 
nerality of the Spaniards ; the duke de Medina 
Cceli a-esigned his employments inji^^;ust ; and 
«ven the cardinal Portocasiero solicited permis* 
tsion to retire to his diocese of IToledo. 

In the mean time, the admitante of Castile, 
!who had treacheroudy reared into Portugal, 
'With a numerous train and immense sums of mo- 
tley, persuaded the ministers of the allies,, thitt, 
tf the archduke >vras once declaim king of Spain, 
Philip might be ea&ily dethroned ; that the im?- 
jority of the Spaniards were warmly tattached to 
the faouae'of Austna ; and that it was rather the 
Irresolution ^of Vienna than the succours ^f 
ffttnoe, ^f/Mdti had hitherto maintained thesto 
ef the dauphin in posaeiaion of the CastiHan 
^dem. Upon these 'assurances, lus.'fiudifiil 
fnajesty entered inta the grand.alliance; I^aopeld 
.and his son made a solemii roiuneiutlon ofijl 
Hlbieirpral^ifiiims ^^kudthe axchdukewaspofaliclir 
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declared king of SpaiDi at Vienna, by the name 
of Charles III. 

These proceedings, together mth some vin- 
dictive manifestoes, published by the archduke 
and the king of Portugal, induced Philip to draw 
up a declaration, in which he established his right 
upon the fairest grounds, and observed that he 
had been solemnly acknowledged by those very, 
powers which were now engaged to strip him of 
the regal dignity. This declaration, however, 
had no effect ; and the allies resolved to execute 
their project by force gf anns. 

After his catholic majesty had taken and de- 
molished several places on the frontiers of Portu- 
gal,* and defeated a considerable part of the £ng* 
iish and Dutch auxiliaries, the fleet of tiie allies, 
under the command of Sir George Roc^e, re- 
duced the important fortress of Gibraltar, which 
they left under the protection of the prince of 
Darmstadt and a numerous garrison. An en- 
gagement soon afterward took place between the 
confederates and the French fleet, in which both 
parties claimed the victory : but Sir George 
Rooke had so littie ammunition, that his obliging 
the enemy to retire, added as much to his repu- 
tation as the most decisive idctory would have 
done, if it had been gained previously to his 
conquest of Gibraltar* 

In the present distressing exigence, Philip 
found it equally impossible to defend his domi- 
nions without levying new taxes, and to impose 
those national burdens without exciting perpe- 
tual murmurs, and fi^uent insurrections. He 
had the mortification to perceive that his subjects 
persisted in their aversion to the customs €i 
France i and the commerce of his kingdom was 
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xodt even hk enemies to resume it, provided the/ 
faade uae of aeutnd veaselsu However, )ie mftdft 
Aooiee ^Qrts which were equally consistent witb 
htts royal ch&oncter^ and oecessuy for the pre« 
JieryattQii of his ost>wn. Ue establi^ed « fund 
£ar the inaiBtefiaiice of the anny) and prudeiHljr 
supplied its defid^icies by borrowinf^ of the tctN^ 
surer of the French troops*^ He taiaed a nume* 
sous body of household troop% after, the exaosi^ 
pie ef his giand&ther, and ooatrived to drair 
many 3rouDg men o£ lefapectable fiunilies to enter 
into hia service* He f^ Exed a tabif^et coUQ* 
otiy and took every possible precaution for the ^- 
aeral safety of h]speo|de« 
. Conscioufl of the importance of Gibraltaiv 
and eager to wrest it from its new possessfH% 
Philip sent the noarquis de Vil^aiiaB (o l>esi^ 
k^ in the month of October t' but, after a prodi*. 
gious loss boih.of tneb and money^ the pnojecl 
was found impracticable^ and consequently r^n*. 
qaisbed* 

In die ensuing springi the Portuguese and 
their allies invested Salv4(exTa» and bribed tkt 
governor to open the gates ; but the gahrisont 
consisting of four hundri^ and thirty men, dioss 
to be conducted prisoners to Lisbon, lath^r thaa 
to take «p arms sigaihst their lawfiri aovertfignto 
Valencia de Akantara made a vigorous defence i 
for the governor Aknco de .Malaga, sustained, 
five tremendous assaults ; uid «?hen he aum^^r- 
dered, his remaining troops seized the arms jqi 
tfadr escort, and BUiide their escape. The re<*. 
ductkm of Albuquerque in Estrasuuhira, termi^ 
nated this campMgm 

Philip's ^tvess iit ithe Josa of these places, waa 
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aennhlf augmented by the intrigues of his re-* 
bellious admirante* A plot was diacovered at 
Granada, for murdering the garrison ; another, 
of a similar nature, vras acodentaUy detected 
at Valencia ; and, after some time, it af^wared 
that a project had been formed to secure the 
persons of their catholic majesties at Bum Re*'- 
tiro, and to carry them jMis^iers to Lisbon, or, 
in case ai resistance, to assassinate them by the 
way. As this discovery involved the man|iiis 
de Leganez, governor of Buen Retiro, in su^kk 
don, he was arrested and sent (Nrisoner to Pam* 
peluna : but he was afterward pennitted to re- 
move into France, and lived in universal esteem 
at Paris, whilst the disappointed admirante fell 
in at Lisbon, and eventually died of a tookeo 
heart. 

A grand fleet of the allies, commanded by the 
earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudesley Shovd» 
sailed from Lisbon to Catalonia, where they land- 
ed a body of ten thousand men, and laid close 
siege to Barcelona* Hereupon Francisco de 
Velasco, Philip's viceroy, called a meeting of 
the inhabitants, and told them that any person 
who chose might now go out to the besiegers ; 
but that, if he discovered any treachery after* 
ward, he would punish it with relentless severi- 
ty ; but no one accepted of this prc^x>saU When 
the prince of Darmstadt made the first attack, 
he met with a desperate resistance, which piov* 
ed &tal to himself and about five hundred £ng« 
lish troops: but the earl of Peterborough brought 
up such a powerful reinforcement, that the for- 
tress of Montjuic was soon carried, wd Barce- 
lona was surrendei^d on capitulation* All Cats* 
Ionia, except Roses, now declared for the arch* 
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^Mce) and the kingdom of Videiicia followed 
this example. 

After mature deliberation, and a promise of 
am|de succours from France, his catholic majes- 
ty inarched toward Barcelona with an army of 
twenty thousand men, while the count de Thou« 
louse blocked it up by sea, and the duke of No- 
ailles brought a numerous body of troops into the 
fiekl, in order to prevent the Catalonians from 
distiirt»ng the siege* However, in consequence 
of several delays, and various untoward circum* 
stances, the count de Thoulouse was eventually 
compelled to wiUidraw his squadron, and Philip 
-was obHged to retire, with the mortification of 
leaving not only his artillery and magazines, but 
even his sick and wounded^ adherents, to the 
mercy of the allies* 

Upon the subsequent success of the confede- 
ratesat Alcantara, Ciudad, Rodrigo, and Sala- 
manca, M* Amelot, the French ambassador, held 
. a kind of assembly of the nobles, at Madrid ; 
and begged to be &voured with an explicit decla- 
ration of their sentiments, since his most Chris- 
tian majesty had no inclination to impose his 
grandson upon them, and it was become s(bso- 
hkpdy necessary that they should consider for 
whom, and by what meahs they would act for 
retftoring the blesangs of tranquillity and of a 
legal -government to ' their country. The duke 
de Medina Cceli answered, in the name of the 
grandees, that, although they had received some 
•unjust slights and other causes of complaint un<- 
der the present government, yet they were in- 
violably attached to king PhiHp, and both their 
fives and fortunes should be cheerfully devoted to 
Jbis service* This answer gave full satis&ctioui 
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•ftdt ftfier some coDeiderolioiiy the rojrst fitmif/ 
cetired to Burgos. 

The army oc the alSes, as^had been expectedt 
narched directly into N^ Castite, and took po»- 
•ession of Madrid ; but, as the archduke ^was 
-felly engaged m the reduction of Arragoo, and 
the eart of Peterborough wa^ emgitofcd befisve 
Valencia, they were soon expefled by the united 
A>rces of France and Spain, and foi^ced' to reteeat 
to the strong camp of Guadalaxara. Pfiifip 
^en retomed to his capital, and took Che moot 
vigihuit methods for re^estabHshiag hi9>«IBBun. 
a1 the nobles who had dec^ated^lbr Chaflea ML 
were pumped with banishment, and eonfisca- 
tion of tiieTF estates ; several hd^ttar^r offices 
of great profit were aimexed t«^thc crown ; and 
voluntary contributions were dmwn from tlK 
^^'Sf ^ ^ weH^med nepretsentaidon of the 
eIReeta which mvai result firom the sncceHi of he- 
Tetics. Abent this time tftie count de ¥iilMs 
^vcovered the island of MInonca, which had 
thrown oflTits allegiance ; and the popntace'weR 
delighted by a decin^ation of the qneen^ preg- 
nancy. 

Early in Ae sprm^- of this year, the 
"^^^^ mayqms de fas MInas and the eert of 
' Galway look the Beld, wMi ahoiie nx- 
teen thousand horse and ibot, in order (» dleslivy 
the Spimish magastnes, and to cover (he kang^ 
dom of Valencia from tile irttaeka ef mavshol 
Berwick. Upon their resolvrng to beaiege ^bt 
castle of Vilhina, ^e marshal marched to ita w- 
iiefy and a batUe ensued, in the plains ef Ahm»- 
za, which terminated in the trtter defeat of '^ 
aJHes. The marquis de ha Mnas was dange* 
4x>tiBly wBonded, and his mislresa, ilte had a«- 
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companied Mm in an Amasooian habtt^ was 
killed by his side. The earl of Galway had al- 
so two wounds in the face> which prevented him 
bara giving orders ; colonel Hill with the re« 
Baains of thirteen battalions were made ptisoneri 
on the banks of theXucar; and one hundred 
and twenty standards, with all the baggage and 
artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors. 
Shortly after this victory^ the kingdoms of Arra- 
^n.and Valencia were reduced and deprived of 
Jth^ir privileges. The city of Saragossa was 
mulcted, on this occasion, in a fine of forty-five 
thousand pistoles, and a column of in&my was 
erected on the ruins of Xativa* After some 
time* however, a royal edict was promulgated! 
by which the nobles of Arrs^on and Valencia 
were rendered capaUe of all offices and honours 
throughout his majesty's dominions, &nd per- 
mission was granted to rebuild Xativa^ under the 
DMn« of St. Phily;). 

The 25 th of August was marked by th% birth 
of a pnnce, who was baptized by the name of 
X^wisy and acknowledged prcsuiAptii^ heir tp 
jthe crown of Castile, and all its dependencies. 
Cardinal Portocarrero made a present, upon this 
occasion, (^ five thousand pistoles to the royal 
treasury. ; the t|ueen dowager made public re- 
joicings for three days ait l^yonne ; and many 
of the grandees who had withdra^vn themselves 
&aai court, embraced so &vourable an opportu* 
nity of making their peace with the king. Ii^ 
the month of October, Charles IIL espoused the 
princess pf Wolfenbuttle^ and by his return from 
the army, stifled a dangerous sedition in Barce^ 
Jona, where the people had begun to apprehend 
that they were unjustly ^ybandonedy and that 

Vow XV. Ee 



d by Google 



Sid SPAIK. ^ 

tfiey 8&dul^ soon be exposed to the same veti^ 
geance as had recently &!Ien upon the people of 
Arragon and Valencia. 

In the ensuing year, Philip was sensibly cha- 
grined by the desertion of a small squadron un- 
4fer count de Santa Cruz, and the subsequent loss 
of the fortress of Oran, which, for many yearsj 
had been defended against the infidels* He also 
heard that general Stanhq)e had reduced the is- 
land of Minorca, and that the archduke's par- 
tisans had used their utmost endeavours to excite 
a revolution In Sicily : but he received material 
consolation by the safe arrival of his galleons, 
which were laden with twelve hundred thousand 
pieces of eight, besides nine hundred thousand 
sent as a present to the young prince of Asturias* 
Upon assurance that his grandfkther 
y! * had been compelled to treat of a separate 
' peace, Philip, with the advice of his best 
friend}, resolved to place all his affairs on a Span- 
ish foundation, and to throw himself entirely on 
the affections of his people. AccoMingly, the 
duke de Medina Coeli was placed at the head of 
the administration ; the marquis de Bedmar was 
declared secretary of war ; the French ambassa- 
dor was ordered to quit the kiiSgdom- ; and se- 
veral domestics belonging to the duke of Orieans 
were treated with great severity. To complete 
the whole, as soon as the allies had published 
their preliminaries, his catholic majesty address- 
ed circular letters to all his subjects, in winch 
he exaggerated the cruelty of his enemies, in 
compelling his grand&ther not only to abandon 
his interests, but even to assist in wresting the 
Sceptre from his hand; yet, he said, in this 
they did him honoirr, since it ^owed their opi- 
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t^u that he wolild defend himself to the tttmoal 
^tremity— -an opinion justly founded ; as he 
was really determined to die at the head of the 
last Spanish army, and to tinge the beloved 
earth of Castile with his blood. This declam<* 
tion produced its desired effect ; for the |;enen4 
assembly of the clergy immediately granted a 
free gift i the grandees cheerfully |;ave up their 
plate to be converted in^o coin ; and a spirit of 
loyal enthusiasm diffused itself through thie^ 
whole nation* About this time, the marqui^ 
•de Baye defeated the Eortuguese ariiiy> ip the, 
plain of Gudina, ^ took fifteen hundred pri- 
soners. 

. In the course of the following spring, his ca« 
tholic majesty received a timely supply by tht. 
af*rival of a plate fleet at Cadiz ; and the Spanish 
subjects were universally diaro^ed 1^ his equity 
in impriaoniAg two French captains who had at- 
tempted to sad home with their cargoes in con- 
tempt of the royal order. The sudden bM un- 
expected disgrace of ^the prime minister, on the. 
15 th of Apnl, is thus related. — ^ About eight 
o'clock in the evening, his majesty called the 
duke de Medina Cecil into his cabinet, and, after. 
a short convej*s£^ion, directed him to go to the se- 
cretary of state's ofHce to inquire ibr some dis- 
patches. The duke readily obeyed : but, on his 
arrival at the office, he was arrested, and con- , 
ducted, in a coach-and->lx, to a. castle near Se-,. 
govia. When the officer parted fiom him he 
presented him with a night gown, a box -of cho- 
cplate, a purse of gold, and some other necessa- 
ries ; observing that the king had taken care to 
pcovide them for his accomiiM^dation." 

After mucl) speculation on this singular oc- . 



d by Google 



JdS SPAIW0 

€iineiite» k was giv«i^ out that die duke liad beld. 
m improper coiTeq)ODdei^:e with the king's ene* 
diiesy and a juntoy appointed to examine his pa* 
persy condemned him to suffer death ; but Philip 
thoi^t proper to change that sentence intn pav 
petaal imprisonment* 

In the ensuing campaign, Philip's army was 
totally routed, near Saragossa, by count Starem- 
tiergh, and Charles III. took possession of Ma« 
drid ; bat, alter -aome time, the aspect of affiiirs 
was totally changed, and his catholic majestj' 
returned in triumph to his capital* He then 
crossed the Tagus, and surrounded general 
Stanhope, who l^ retired, with eight battalions* 
and four regiments of cavalry, to 3ie little town 
df Brihuega* The besieged troops made a vi- 
gbrous defence, and resolutely diluted every 
ihch of ground v/iih their assailants ; but a ge* 
' neral shower of tiles and stones from the top of 
the houses compelled them to surrender pnson* 
era of %ar* About the same time count Starem*' 
bergh was defeated, unth considerable loss, af 
YiUaviciosa* 

The duke de Vendosme distinguished himself 
in so signal a manner upon these occasions, that 
the populace universally saluted him as the 
deliverer of their country ; and Plulip demon* 
atiated his gratitude, at a review, by putting 
into his hand an order for fifty thousand pieces 
of eight for his eauipage. The duke appeared 
rather surprised ; but, turning suddenly to the 
troops, " These," said he, ^ are the brave men 
who fixed the fortune of Spun at Villaviciosa r 
and these only are deserving of the royal &vour*'' 
He accordingly distributed the whole sum la 
necessaries among the private meok Soon after 
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tins' occorrehce, Charles IIL quitted Barcelona 
in order to return to his hereditary dominions ; 
intelligence was brought to Madrid of the em- 
peror's death, and negod^^ions for peace were 
privately comnienced* 

At the begianing of this year a con- .. 
^ressfor a general peace was opened, ^^^^ 
vnth the usual-ceremonies, at Utrecht : 
but Philip's -plenipotentiaries did not repair 
thither, as being apprised that, till their master*s 
'Utle was acknowledged, theycould not be re- 
ceived. About this time, the king disgraced 
the count d'Aguilar, lieutenant-general and cap- 
tain of the guards, who had been long famed 
for his conducit, zeal, and fidelity, but who un- 
^fbrtunately possessed a violent temper. He 
submitted with perfect magnanimity to his mis- 
fortune, and spent the remainder of his days in 
tranquil i^dremenU In the month of June, 
1^>ain was deprived of her most gallant defender 
hf the sudden death of the duke de Vendosme, 
^hose remains were interred in the Escurial, 
mth the same honours which had been paid to 
those of Don Juan of Austria. 

By Philip's solemfi remiociation of -^ 
:all pretensions to the crown of France, \ J 
and by an alteration * df tlie rule of 
succession, made by a general assembly of the 
states, the greatest obstacle that retailed the. 
i«3toration of peace was done away ; and, after 
some time, a definitive treaty wus concluded, 

* An eotaU was made, in case of falliire, on the hottse 
mf Savoy, to the perpetual ezclueion of that of Austria. 
"The crown was also settled on the next heir male; where- 
as hitherto, females, if nearest in. blood, hadhecn^uble • 
^ luoceeding. 

£ e S 



d by Google 



) . 



BU4 8i<Ai]r. 

bf whieh the kingdom of S]Hati, with all its rich 
possessions in America and 1^ Indies, was 
trsnsfeiTed from tb^ hOilse of Austria to that of 
Bourixm ; and Philip recognized the protesiant 
succession of England as settled in tke iy»stri- 
ons house of HanoTor. Satii^MBtary cessions 
were, also, made to thedidu of Srvoy, the Uni- * 
ted Prorinces, and the king of Portugal. 

Oft the demise of his firat queen, Philip mar- 
ried Ae princess Elizabeth of Parma : a mea- 
•ore which wiyi taken at the instigation o£ cardi- 
nal Alberoni, who deserved the confid^ice of 
the royal pair, by restormg the navy, whidi was 
supposed to have been totidly exhausted ; and 
by rendering the Spanish monarchy ferm^able 
to all the powers of Europe* The coiirts of 
FTanee and England, however, were sb vio- 
lently alarmed at the cxtmord^iaty talents of 
this minister, that they entered into a league to 
effect his removal ^m IS^ulrid, aiid be was 
eventually compelled to seek an aigilum at 
Bomew 

Elizabeth has been justly accused of distufb- 
ing, by her ambition, the tnmquiHity of Spain : : 
but it appears that she w«i less em^rrassed by 
governing l^e state- than by acoommodating - 
herself to the whhnsicd, imesidttte, and ob- . 
sdnate (fispositlon of h«r husband- She gave 
way, though reluctantly, to a resohnion which 
he formed of abdicating the throne in fiivour of 
his son Lewis ; bgt the dtstih of that prince 
restored her, in less than a twelvemonth, to her 
former cfignity. She exerted herself ina surprising 
manner for the establishment of her children 
oat of Spain, as the crown of that kingdom had 
devolved on Ferdinand; son of the princess of - 



d by Google 



tPAlll. 3dS 

Savoy ; ftiid she aetuaRy prooiif^d for her ddest 
son, Doti Carlos, tke kingdom of Naples, with 
PSH^ma, PtacentkL) and other appendages in Italy* 
Philip V. <fod in 1744, afbr a turbulent reign of 
forty-threlb years* 

His successor, Ferdinand VI. appears to hare - 
been a mild and equitable prince* He conclud- 
ed the peace of Aix la Chapelle, and made amne 
laudfllsfe exerlaons for the reformatkxi isi nation- 
al abuses^uid the promott<»i of cohimerce : but 
the tranquiflity of his reign has furnidied little 
matter fiH* the pen of an historian* In j^vate 
life his virtues shone with peculiar lustre, and his 
conjugal attachment was so sincere, that he 
SamA it iraposnble to dispel the deep melancho* 
ly which resulted from the loss of his beloved 
consort* He expired in 1759, after having held 
the reins of government fifteen years ; and hia 
remains were depouted, with ecpial pomp and 
s^emnkf , in the convent of the vidtation at 
^ibdrid* 

As Ferdinand deceased without issue, ^ d 
the Spanirii crown devriyed upon his bls>- j^y^g'^ 
ther Charies III* then kmg of Naples and 
the two Sicilies* AcccHdingly that prince, by a. 
seknm act of setdement, tretirferped his Italit^ji ' 
po^sessiona to his third son ;* and hastened to 
Madrid, to receive the homage of his new sub*' 
jects; The commencement of his reign was 
perfectly tranquil; and Charles seemed to de-. 
vote his whole attention to the internal economy 
of his dominions ; but his seal for the'&mily 
compact of the hoose of Bourbon soon roused 

* The eldest son was excluded on account of hit mental 
imbecility, after a minute ezamiaation by the kbig*s phyti- 
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htm into action, and induced him to declare war 
i^ainst Great Britain on the 18 th of January 
1761, and agunst Portugal on the 16th of June 
foOqwing. This war, however, proved very un- 
successful, and on the tenth of February, 1763, 
a treaty of peace was concluded between the 
courts of Madrid, Lisbon, and London. 
. ^ Charles IIL seems to have exposed 
,7^5* himself to great danger by a fruitless 
attempt to introduce the French dress 
and customs into his dominions : for, in conse- 
quence of a severe edict agains9the use of flap- 
ped hats and long doak^ which from time im- 
memorial have been worn by the I^Mniards, 
violent disturi)anGes broke out, on the twenty- 
tlurd of March, at Madrid, in which upwanh of 
eighty soldiers were killed, the house of the mar^ 
quis de Squillaoci was demolished, and the rioters^ 
consisting of near thirty thousand persons, sur- 
rounded the palace in so tumultuous a manner, 
that his catholic majesty deemed it expedient to 
«how himself from a balcony, and to silence their 
clamour by promising to disnuss his Italian mi- 
nisters, to repeal the late oSena^ne edict, and to 
piardon all that had passed on the pnesent occa- 
sion. Upon these concessions the multitude left 
the palace $ and^ in their return, happened to 
meet the English ambassador, whom they saluted 
witli loud and repeated acclamations of ^ Vivaa' 
la libertaa' ;" some of tl^elr leaders then request- 
ed his loi^ship to put on his. cloak and beaver; 
and on his prompt compli^npe, they exclaimed, 
«s with one voice, <* No French fkshtons ; peace 
with England, and war with all the world be- 
side!'* The mutineers now dispersed to their 
iPespective homes, and the most perfect tranquil- 
iitf was, in a &w h0ur% restored to the capitate 
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\Mj on the departure of the king and royal fa- 
xnily for Aranjuez, a fresh commotion was excit* 
ed) and even the women rushed, like maniacsi 
into the street, bearing lighted torches in theiv 
hands, and joining the general cry of •* Viva Ea- 
pagna !'' 

A deputation was, at length, sent to Aranjuesi 
ccMnpkining of the king's doubt of their fidelity, 
and requesting that the court would return in oiw 
der to grace the capital with the usual procession 
on Hoiy Thursday* They received for answer, 
that lus MajestyMoiiId not possibly return, as 
being severely indisposed ; but that he wouM 
grs^t them a general pardon, and fulfil all his 
promises relative to the marquis de Squillacci^. 
aftid the abrogation of the obnoKious edict. 
These assurances, and the subsequent departure 
of. the Italian minister^ gave peace to the kin^- 
dbm : and loyal addresses were presented to his 
majesty from several places which had recently 
resounded with threats of riots and insurrections^ 
About the same tirne some disturbances broke , 
out in Quito, the capital of the Spanish govern- 
ment of Peru ; and the bishop of that place, in 
attempting to escape, was made a prisoner. 

The expulsion of the Jesuits from the ^ -^ 
Spanish dominions, has been justly reck- j-^j- ' 
oned among the most remarkable events 
of the eighteenth century. That a nation so vi- 
olently attached to the popish religion, and so 
bigoted to the views and interests of the papal 
court, should suddenly crush and almost annihi- 
late a reli^us order which had its birth and nur- 
ture in itself, is truly astonishing : nor is it less 
worthy of admiration that this mighty blow was 
struck without the least disturbance.. The king's 
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onfioaiice upon this occasioiH seems to have been 
the result of a council held on the twenty-ninth 
of January ; yet the Jesuits were surprised in 
their beds, on the thirty-first of March following;, 
without the least intimation of impending dan- 
ger. Finding their houses surrounded by lai^ 
detachments of regular troops, and being ac- 
qumnted with the royal command, they packed 
\^ such things as were requisite for their jour-, 
oey, and set out to Carthagena under the escort 
of a strong and numerous guard— <:haisesy wag- 
gons, and other carriages hajipg been secured 
and distributed in proper places to accelerate 
their departure. All this was effected without 
any distuibance; so that the inhabitants of Mad- 
rid knew nothing of the matter till the next 
morning. 

On the third day, the Jesuits* college at Bar- 
celona was invested by a detachment of troops ; 
the members were sent off under a strong guards 
and their effects were immediately sealed up. 
Similar measures were taken at the same hguri 
in every part of Spain ; and the prisoners were 
conveyed, by different embarkatk>ns, to Italy. 
The king then published his pragmatic sanction^ . 
or royal ordinance, by which, among other in- 
junctions, the sufferers were positively forbidden 
to write any apologies or justifications contrary 
to the respect due to the said ordinance ; and si- . 
ience was strictly urged upon all his majesty's 
subjects who desired to escape the pains and pe- 
nalties of high treason. 

Meanwhile, the news of this event was re- 
ceived at Rome with inexpressible astonishment; 
and the first inteUigence was almost immediate- 
ly followed by the arrival of fourteen transports, 
with nine hundred and seventy Jesuits on board. 
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at Civita Vecchia. The pope, howevei'^ having 
consulted a conclave of cardinals, positively fop- 
bade their recepdon in the ecclesiastical state ; 
and sent two couriers to Madrid to expostulate 
with his catholic majesty on the impropriety of 
so sudden a measure, and to remind him, that, 
although he had an indisputable right to treat 
hh own subjects as he Uiought proper, yet he 
could not oblige any other sovereign to give 
them an asylum. No notice, however, was taken 
of these representations ; aiid the miserable fu- 
gitives, after wandering about the seas, enduriitg 
numberless hardships, and finding every port 
shiit against them, were, at last, happy to find 
an asylum in the steril island of Corsica. 
Some time after the adjustment of 
this business, prodigious preparations 'Jz* 
were made, in Spain, for an invasion 
of Algiers ; and the armament was provided 
with such immense stores of provision, and 
other necessaries, as seemed calculated for the 
establishment and support of a numerous co- 
lony. At length the whole force assembled 
at Carthagena, and is said to have consisted of 
BeVen sail of the line of seventy-*four gtms«ach ; 
eight of forty guns ; thirty-two frigates froiA 
twenty to thirty-six guns ; and about twenty 
smaller vessels of various constructions ; wit||- 
four hundred tran^)orts, and nineteen thou- 
sand seamen and marines ; besides twenty-two 
thousand infantry, four thousand cavalry, and a 
numerous trsuix of artillery, all composed of the 
most distinguished regiments in Spain. The 
marine was commanded by Don Pedro Castejon, 
«iid the land forces by count O'Reilyy ^who 
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iiad acquirad great repuftatioa in ^e S^paniA 
•ervice« 

la the begi&nifig of July Ah lormidable fleet 
ftirived in t]ie Uay of Aigierst^ where the cam* 
manders found every appearance of a ^igoioua 
defence* A fiilae attack wa8.ina4e upon aome 
fute near the town, in ord«r to fei^our thede- 
bariiAtion <^ the troops ; but though the Spft- 
Diaitia easily effected a landing, they found aU 
the neighbouring hills coYcred with Moors, who 
evinced the utmost impatience to ei^;£^ them i 
«nd, after an obstinate engagemait of thirteen 
hours, the Spaniards were obliged to redi^ 
and to take the immediate advantage of the 
night for a re««mbarkadon« 

When the war between Engtend and 
j^^ her American cronies had sulfated for 
aome time, and France had taken part 
idth the latter, the court of Madrid thought pro* 
per to recal their ambasaador from London, and 
to commence hostilities against his Britannic 
majesty* Accordingly, they laid siege to Gib- 
raltar, and naade some great waval preparations t 
but aU Uieir exertions proved totally unavaHii^^ 
^igainst an enemy who had so long and so ably 
retained.the dominion of tlte seas. 

It appears from several concurring circuna^* 
stances Uiat the Spanish comitiandNsin America 
and the West Indies had beoi acquainted with 
the intended r\^>tare between Spain and £ng^ 
land, long before the declaration presented by 
their minister to the court of London. And to 
this pre^ntelligence may be aacribcad the sub- 
sequent kMs of the British settlements on the 
JMississippi and the capture of the tiwpsdestmed 
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Sop their pfx>tectioii. But this conquest vas 
soon counterbalanced b3r an ignominious repulse 
from the bay of Honduras^ the reduction of fort 
Omoat and the lose of seireral register ships. 

Early in the ensuing yeai^ his catholic majes* 
ity received intelligence that Sir George Rodney 
liad taken a Spanish fleet, consisting of fifteen 
sail of merchantmen, under convoy of a sixtyr 
jfour gun ship, four frigates of from twenty-six to 
thiity-two guns, and two smaller armed vessels } 
(hat he had also captured "the greatest part of 4 
squadron under the command of Doiji Juan Lan- 
gara ; and that he had, in spite of every precau- 
tion, relieved the fortress of Gibraltar. 

In consequence of this intelHgence, the Span* 
iards redoubled their vigilance to cut off all fu- 
ture relief from Gibraltar, and a scheme was 
ccHicerted for destroying a little ^uadron which 
bad hitherto checked the ardour of their enter- 
fvrise* Accordingly, seven fire-ships, supported 
by a crowd of row-boats and galleys, were sent^ 
on a very dark mght, agunst the enemy, ivhile 
|L squadrcMi of Spanish vessels under the admiral 
B«n Barcello, stood near the entrance of the 
tx9iy, to cover the attack and to intercept any 
ships which mi^t attempt to escape. The 
British commanders and seamen, however, ex- 
erted themselves with such asg^ishing boldness 
and presence of mind, that this project was ut- 
terly frustrated, and the Spaniards had the mor- 
tification to see even their fire4mps grappled 
and towed off amidst tlie bursting of shelj^ and 
aU the horrors of. a scene which teemed with 
destruction. 

Though the Spaniards laboured assiduously in 
pushing on their works toward the fortress, they 
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had frequently the mor^ficatioii of seeing the 
fruits of much time and ingenuity destroyed in 
a few hours, by the weight of fire from the bat- 
teries, and their chagrin was insensibly increased 
by a sally of the besieged, in which they lost 
thrae pieces of cannon. These circumstances, 
together with the vexadon of being baffled by a 
handful of nien^ inspired the besiegers with a 
project which soon occasioned much trouble to 
the garrison. This was the framing a number of 
gun-boats which might carry very heavy cannon 
and mortars for the purpose of bombarding the 
town, whilst their own lowness and the difficulty 
of perceiving objects would necessarily preserve 
them from the fire of the garrison. But the e£> 
feet of these floating batteries was not fiiUy ex- 
perienced till the ensuing year. 

In the mean time the court of Madrid was 
fully occupied in devising schemes for repknbh- 
ing an exhausted treasury, and for prosecuting a 
war which seems to have been founded entirely 
upon Bourbon principles, in opposition to the 
general will of the nation. The infiuence of the 
ministry, and a jealousy of national honour, bow« 
ever, induced several cities, communities, and 
even individuals to contribute largely to the extj- 
gency of the state. The archbishop of Toledo, 
in particular, appropriated the whole of his vast 
revenues to the support of the war, during the 
time of its continuance. Historical justice obi> 
liges us to add, that the British prisoners receiv** 
ed the most distinguishing marks of kindness and 
respect from the generality of the Spanish gran* 
dees. This year the Spaniards effected the re* 
duction of fort Mobille, and the junction of their 
Seet with that of France tl^^eatened the Britisli 
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isknds in America ivith imminent danger : but 
a raging sickness, which broke out among their 
troops, and the heavy loss which their squad- 
Ton sustained, by a hurricane, in its way to 
"West Florida, damped the ardour of their com* 
manders, and retarded their operations. Pensa- 
cola, however, was, about this time, added to 
their conquests. 

. Eager to recover the important for- ^ 
tres* of Gibraltar, which had recently j'g^' 
received fresh supplies from England, 
the Spaniards lavished their treasures with an 
unsparing hand, and the whole labour of the 
nation seemed exhausted in the stupendous 
works which were now raised before that place. 
One hundred and seventy pieces of cannon of 
the heaviest metal discharged their tremendous 
torrents of fire, at once, upon that nan^ow spot, 
and the bombardment was continued for such a 
considerable time, without intermission, that 
not only tlie fortress but the rock itself was ac- 
tually menaced with destruction. It has been 
ssdd, that the view of this scene was dreadfully 
sublime and splendidly magnificent from the 
neighbouring hills of Spain and Barbary, during 
the night ; especially in the beginning, when, 
the cannonade being returned with equal pow- 
er and fierceness by general Elliot, the whole 
rock seemed to disgorge a tremendous mass of 
fire, and all distinction of parts was lost in flame 
and smoke* 

Notwithstanding the unprecedented fury of 
this attack, the loss of the garrison was much 
less than could have been imagined, even with- 
out considering the narrowness of the ground 
they defended} its elevated situation above the 



d by Google 



Sd4 WAiir. 

woriia, and the great proix>rtion of .men who 
were continuaUy exposed in the duty or relief of 
guards* The town and its inhabitants, however^ 
received the whole weight of the cannonade and 
bombardment, and a scene of carnage took place 
there, to wluch the most animated description 
must be inadequate. Mothers and children 
locked in each other's arms, were so completely 
l^wn to pieces by the bombs, that their shattered 
fragments seemed rather annihilated than dis- 
persed : whole fiimilies were crushed beneath 
the ruins of their houses ; wretched fugitives who 
ran for shelter to the more remote parts of the 
rock were overwhelmed by the fires from the ad« 
jacent gun-boats ; and ladiea of the most de- 
licate iMbits and constitutions deemed it the 
greatest felicity to find a temporary security and 
repose in the casemates, which resounded with 
the noise of a crowded soldiery, and the heart- 
rending groans of those who had been danger- 
oualy wounded in defen^g the works. 

BUtherto, general Elliot had acted with ex^ 
treme caution, not only out of tenderness for the 
lives of his men, but also to prevent a waste of 
his ammunition. But as he now perceived that 
the Spanish works had-arriyed at their highest 
state of perfection, he con»dered this as the pro* 
per season of attempting their destruction. Ac- 
cordingly, at an appointed hour, a strong de- 
tachment issued from .the garrison, fOid divided 
itself into three columns, by which means the 
besiegers* works were every where attacked at 
the same instant, and then the fury of the as* 
sailants proved totally irreustible. Confounded 
by this vigorous and unexpected attack, the 
Spaniards^gave way on erery side, and gasedin 
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siient hcMTor on the ruin of those prodigiooft 
vorks, in which the hopes of all Spain were cen- 
tered. The most wonderful exertions were 
made, in^the mean time, by the English, whose 
pioneers and artillery-men spread their fires With 
Buch rapidity that, in half an hour, two mortar 
batteries, with all the lines of approach, traverse^ 
and communication, were in flames ; the mor- 
tars and cannon were spiked ; their carriages 
and i^atforms destroyed ; and the magazines 
blown op in regular succession. The assailants 
then returned to the garrison with very inconsid- 
erable loss. 

After a long and obstinate resistance, fort St» 
Philip was surrendered to the combined armies 
of France and Spain ; but as the conquest result- 
ed entirely 'from the sick and reduced state oi 
the garrison, their gove^or obtained all the 
honours of war on his capitulation. ^ So tm*^ 
gical a spectacle, and at the same timeso glo* 
rious to the sufferers (says an elegant writer), 
has not often been beheld, as the poor remains 
of this garrison exhibited in their march through> 
the Spanish and French armies, which wer«: 
drawn up in opposite lines for their passage^- 
Six hundred old,^emaciated and decrepld soldiers 
were followed by one hundred and twenty of 
the royal artillery and two hundred seamen;, 
and about twenty Corsicans with a somewhat 
greater number of Greeks, Moors, and Torks> 
closed the procession." When the battalions 
jcame to the place appointed for laying down 
their arms, the soldiers energetically exclaimed 
that they surrendered them to God and not to 
the enemy. The Spaniards seem to have been 
deeply affected upon this interesting occasion.; 
F f 3 
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nd their subsequent behaviour towards the pri- 
soners reacted the highest honour on their hu- 
manitf* 

Axnbition, honour^ pride and revenge now con- 
curred in urging the Spaniards to the utmost ex- 
ertions of power and g€ skill for the reduction of 
a place which had hitherto defied their most vi- 
gorous assaults, and baffled all their projects. 
It wasy therefore, with extreme pleasure that 
Charies listened to the plans of chevalier de Ar- 
con, a French engineer of great reputation, and 
the Spanish courtiers were so confident of sue* 
cess that they seemed to expect the anmhUoiion 
of the fortress, in case the garrison should per- 
sist in their obstinacy. 

The subsequent preparations were beyond ex- 
ample ; for no less than twelve thousand pieces of 
heavy ordnance were accumulated before the 
place for the numerous intended purposes of at- 
tack by sea and land ; tlie quantities of military 
stores and ammunition were so immense as to 
exceed credibility ; eighty gun-boats ttid bomb- 
vessels, besides a floating battery and five bomb 
ketches on the usual construction, were appoint- 
ed to second the efibrts of the great battering 
ships : nearly all the frigates and smaller armed 
vessels of the lungdom were assembled to a£R>rd 
requisite assistance; and the combined fleets 
of France and Spain, amounting to about fifty 
ships of the line, were to cover and support the 
attack. 

Nor were the preparations by land any way in- . 
(erior to those by sea. The duke de Crillon was 
assisted by a prodigious number of able ofiicers, 
and gallant volunteers, who had been drawn, by 
the length and celebrity of the siege, from every 
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part of Europe ; twelve thousand French troc^ 
were brought to diffuse their peculiar vivacity 
through the Spanish army ; Bnd the general en- 
thusiasm was augmented by die presence of two 
French princes (the count de Artois, and the 
duke de Bourbon) who seemed particularly de- 
sirous of partaking in the glory of so illustrious 
an enterprise, as the recovery of Gibraltar to the 
Spanish crown. 

The arrival of the French princes occasioned 
a display of politeness and generosity which we 
cannot persuade ourselves to pass over in silence* 
—Some packets directed to the officers in Gi- 
braltar, having fallen into the hands of the Spa- 
niards, were transmitted to Madrid, where they 
lay when the count de Artois arrived at that ca- 
pital. The prince conceiving this to be a pleas- 
ing introduction to a generous enemy, obtained 
the packets from his catholic majesty, and ac- 
tually conveyed them, under his own care, to the 
camp. The duke de Crillon, also, sent a very po- 
lite letter, and a present of fruit and vege- 
tables to governor Elliot. But, although that 
gentleman acknowledged those ^vours in the 
most polite manner, his resolution continued un- 
shaken, and he even ventured, by sudden and 
unexpected insult, to provoke his combined ene- 
mies to the attack. 

In the morning of the 8th of September, a vi- 
gorous cannonade, and bombardment with red- 
hot balls, shells, and carcases, commenced from 
the garrison, and was supported through the day 
with such extraordinary skill and dexterity, that 
two of the Spanish batteries were entirely con- 
sumed, together with their gun-carriages, plat- 
formsi and magazines : great part of the com- 
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nmnicatioiis to the eastern parallel) and of the 
trenches and parapet, were also destroyed ; and 
the allied armiesi in attempting to stop the pro- 
gress of the flames, were thrown into complete 
confusion* 

In consequence of this attack, the Spanish and 
French commanders reserved to precipitate their 
measures under the expectation of taking an am- 
ple revenge. Accordingly a new battery^ of 
sixty-four heavy cannon was opened eariy on the 
next morning, which with the cannon in their 
fines, and about sixty mortars, continued to dis- 
charge their shot and shells agsdnst the garrison 
for the remainder of the day. At the same time, 
a squadron of nine ships of the line, with some 
frigates and smaller vessels, dropped down 
frcmi the head of the bay, and passing slowly 
along the works, discharged their shot at the 
south bastion and the ragged staff, continuing 
their cannonade till they had passed Europa 
Pcunt, and got into the Mediterranean. Cap* 
tam Curtis, however, and his marine coips, de- 
fended the batteries on the point with such firm- 
ness and intreiMdity, that the Spaniarda were 
aoon compelled to retire, and two o£ their ships 
wene so materially damaged, that they were 
forced to send them to Algeziras to refit* 

On the 1 3th of September, the combined fleets^ 
consisting of twenty-seven Spanish, and twelve 
French ships of the line, arrived from Cadiz, and, 
with those already drawn up, amounted to forty- 
eight sail of the line. The battering ships were^ 
also, in perfect readiness : and the cannon, mor- 
tars, and howitzers, on the isthmus, were sO con- 
trived, that every quarter might present a simi- 
lar toe of danger to the garrison^ and that the 
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sesistance might be rendered unequal to the 
force and weight of the grand attack. The ad- 
jacent hills, at the same time, were covered with 
anxious spectators ; and it seemed as if all ^pain 
had assembled to witness the united powers of 
gunpowder and artillery, in the highest state of 
discovery and improvement* 

Notwithstanding these tremendous p£^para« 
tions, general Elliot retained his accustomed 
firmness, and returned the attack with such 
fury, as utterly astonished the commanders of 
the allied armies. The number of red-hot balls^ 
which the battering ships received in the course 
of the day, was estimated at upwards of four 
thousand ; and while these vessels seemed to be 
the principal objects of vengeance, the whole ex- 
tent of the peninsula seemed overwhelmed with 
the torrents of fire that were incessantly poured 
upon it. 

The c6nstruction of the battering ships was 
so well calculated, for resisting the action of fire^. 
that, for several hours, the prodigious cannonade 
from the garrison seem^ totally ineffectual* 
About two o'clock, however, the admiral's ship, 
and that commanded by the prince of Nassau, 
were perceived to be in a perilous situaticm, and 
by the evening, the fire from the fortress had 
gained a decided superiority. This drcumstance 
gave fresh animation to the besieged, who conti- 
nued their exertions with unabated vigour through 
the night ; and about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the two first ships were enveloped in fiamee, 
and the confusion became general. Numbers of 
rockets were now thrown up as signals of extreme 
danger, and all possible means were immedi- 
ately used by the fleet to render the necessary. 
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atflistance; but thoae were only directed to 
bringing off the men, as it was deemed impossi- 
ble to remove the battering ships, and the dan* 
ger from those vessels appeared no less dreadful 
than the fire from the garrison. 
. At this important juncture, captain Curtis 
drew up bis gun-boats in such a manner as to 
fiank the line of battering ships, which were now 
completely overwhelmed by incessant torrents 
of fire. This unexpected attack wrought up the 
scene to the highest point of calamity ; for the 
Spanish boats were compelled to retire, and to 
leave their wretched friends exposed to the de- 
vouring flames, or to - the mercy of an irritated 
enemy* 

It was supposed that nothing could have ex* 
ceeded the horrors of the night ; but the break 
of day disclosed a scene still more dreadful* 
Numbers of men were seen in the midst of the 
flames, .wringing their hands and imploring suc-< 
cour ; others floating upon pieces of timber, were 
exposed to an equal, though less shocking, fatej 
and even those in the ships, where tlie fire had as 
yet made little progress, expressed, by their 
loc^s and gestui*es, all the horrors of confirmed 
despair. 

This was a glorious opportunity for the exer- 
tionof Briush humamty ; and such exertions were 
soon made by the marine brigade, and their in- 
trepid commander, as have conferred immortal 
honour on their names and nation* Upon the 
first appearance of the general distress, the firing 
from the garrison and gun-boats ceased ; and 
the marine brigade (though exposed to the most 
imminent peril from the tawing up of the ships, 
as the fire reached tjieir magazines, and frojn the. 
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<50ntinual dlschai^ of artillery, as the guns on 
every side became heated) rushed on board the 
burning vessels, and dragged the distracted suf- 
ferers out of the midst of the flames. In these 
extraordinary efibrts, captain Curtis was pej^^rf^ 
arly distinguished ; and his life was repeate<^ 
in extreme danger. Providence, however, smil- 
ed on his humane intentions, and be had the 
matchless satisfaction of saving about four hun- 
dred individuals from impending destruction. 
Great numbers, however, perished ; and, it is 
supposed, according to the most moderate com- 
putation, that the Spai^ards lost upwards of fif- 
teen hundred men, including the prisoners and 
wounded, in the naval attack. The loss sustain- 
ed under the prodigious fire thrown upon the 
isthmus, during the whole time of attack^ cannot 
be ascertained. 

On the side of the garrison, the loss was much 
less than could have been supposed ; and was 
chiefly confined to the corps of artillery, and to 
the marine brigade. Nor was the injury done to 
the works, sufficient to give any future appre- 
hension, or to hold any proportion, with the im- 
mense weight of fire they had sustained. 

The Spaniards now rested all their hopes on 
tlie defeat of lord Howe, who had been sent out 
with a fleet for the relief of Gibraltar : but va- 
rious causes prevented the designed engage- 
ment ; and the British commander, after execut- 
ing his commission, sailed back to England. 

The sad catastrophe of their armada ^ ^ 
before Gibraltar, the repeated frustra- 1783/ 
lion of all their designs upon Jamaica, 
and the very embarrassed state of their finances, 
induced the Spaniards to put a termination to so 
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long, expensive, and sangiuQafy a \mr. Ao 
Gordinglft on the cession of Minorca, and of 
East and West Florida by hb Britannic majesty^ 
a definitive treaty of peace was cc»cluded, be- 
tween the courts of Madrid and St* James's, oa 
the 3d of September. Other treaties bong con^ 
eluded, about the same time, between the various 
contending powers, happily put an end to the ca^ 
lamities of war, both in the M and the new world* 
No sooner had £uix>pe been cheered 
1784. ^y ^ proclamation of a gent^ral peace^ 
than the court of Madrid resolved to un* 
dertake afresh expecUtion against the Algerines, 
whose hostile exertions, both in the Ocean and 
the Mediterranean, had exceeded cfS^ery thing 
that had been known since the time of the Barba- 
rossaa. Accordingly a combined fleet of Span^* 
ish, Maltese, Portuguese, and Neapolitan vessels 
Bsukd to A]gier% in the month of July ; and 
commenced an attack, by which several boats were 
destroyed, and the town was set on fire in seve^ 
ral places* But the infidels fought with such irv 
resistible fuiy, and their coast was covered with 
such powerfiil artillery, that it was deemed ad- 
visable to abandon the enterpize* 

In the ensuing summer, his catholic nni^jesty 
curtailed the po'wers of the inquisition, and 
decreed that all the future propeedings of that 
tribunal should be publicly conducted. He 
also prohibited the celebration of bull feasta» 
excepting only upon occasions where ^e profits 
• arising from them were assigned to some cha- 
ritable, benevolent or patriotic purpose* These 
regulations were soon followed by others of 
greater importance : and the court, the no- 
bility, and all the higher classes of the nation, 
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0eemcd to be inqpiredy a( the sftme tifne, with 
the spirit of promoting a general reform, of 
isradicatipg aacient prejudices, and of enlighten;- 
iQg the mind^ of the people. Inquines into 
^e history and antiquities of the country met 
a Uberal encouragement ; sumptuous editions 
of the ;inost valuable dairatcs were published 
tinder the royal patronage ; numerous public 
IM:hoo|s were instituted for the tuition c^ youth ; 
^societies were formed in every part of the king- 
A>ni for the eatablishment of arts, sciences, and 
fnanu&ctui^s ; and a truly patriotic spirit be* 
^anto appear in the projeetion of sevend pub- 
lic^ works ,^nd designs of the greatest permap 
Mncy and naticmal utility. About the same 
tin^; the king successfolly retsumed his fovour- 
ite project q£ peopling and cultivating the 
Sierra iSforena ; caused someitccumte charts to 
be drawn for the use of his marine ; establish^ 
H new East In^a oumpsny, under the name of 
the ^ Royal {Philippine ;" and made some im^ 
portant improvements in the administration of 
the colomal governments 

^The intermarriages which took placet . „ 
in.the Easier season, betweeentbc inftmt ^m 
pen Gabriel of S^n, and the in&nta 
]>Qnna Mariana Victoria of Portugal, on on^ 
side ; and between the in&nt Don Juan.of Portu- 

SJ, and the infimta Donna Charlotte eldest 
ughter of the prince pf Asturias, on the 
other; not only obviated the jealousies which 
had long prevailed between these courts, but 
idso occasioned a treal^ of alliance between 
France and Portugal, which constituted a com- 
plete union between the latter and the house «if 
Bourbon. 
Vol. XV. \ Og 
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The longevity of cardinal de Solis, archbi- 
fthop of Seville, who died about this time, 
would have rendered him an object of historical 
attention, even if the goodness of his heart and 
the excellency of his life had not particularly 
entitled him to that distinction. This cele- 
brated character, who arrived to the patriarchal 
age of one hundred and ten years without the 
loss of any faculty, seemed to be the natural 
as well as the spiritual father of the people com- 
mitted to his care, and he experienced a sweet 
remuneration of his labours, in their reverent 
and affectionate gratitude. When asked, by 
his intimate fiiends, what methods he had taken 
to prolong life to so extraordinary a period, he 
observed, that he had led a sober and studious 
but not a sedentary life ; that his diet though 
delicate was sparing; and that he exercised 
himself every day, either in riding or walking. 
"So fer," sadd the amiable prelate, "I took 
cai% for the body ; and as to the mind I strove 
to preserve it in due temper by a scrupulous 
obedience to the Divine injunctions, and keeping 
a conscience void of offence toward God and 
man. By these easy and innocent means I 
have arrived at the age of a patriarch, with 
less injury to my constitution than many ex- 
perience at forty. I am now, like ripe com, 
ready for the sickle of death, and, by the 
mercy of my Redeemer, I have strong hopes 
of being translated into his granary.** The 
king was much affected at the death of this 
worthy personage, and was heard to exclaim, 
" Would to heaven he had appointed a suc- 
cessor ; for the people of Seville have been 
so long used to his virtues, that they Wilt be 
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iBscontented with the best prelate I can send 
them." 

Charles IV.* ascended the throne of ^ ^ 
Spain, on the demise of his father, and jygo, 
made his public entry into Madrid, on 
the 28th of September, with the utmost pomp 
^iKi solemnity. The streets through which the 
procession passed were lined with troops, and all , 
the houses were handsomely decorated and illu- 
minated. On the 2 2d their majesties and the 
royal family went to the church of St. Jerome, 
adjoining the old palace of Buen Retiro, where 
they took their seats on a throne to the right of 
the altar, and received the customary oaths of 
allegiance. « They then sat down to dinner at the 
Buen Retiro, and late in the evening returned to 
the palace. 

. The government of Spain testified great un- 
easiness at the French revolution, ai)d watche4 
narrowly those who attempted to defend its print 
ciples ; for, though the scrupulous adherence of 
Xhe Spaniards to the Romish tenets seemed to 
preclude the idea of their irtiitating a people who 
iad recently expressed the most complete con- 
tempt for the sovereign pontiff, there were ma- 
ny persons who held that politics and religion 
were two different things, and that liberty might 
be asserted without violating the respect due to 
St. Peter's successor, and without separating 
from his communion. Alarmed at the diffusion 
of these sentuijcofts, the Spanish court ptohibit« 
ed the circuiat{o|i[; x>f all newspapers, and politi* 



• • This prince was born on the i ith of November 1 748, 
and married to. Louisa Maria 'i'heresa, princess of Parma, 
«n the 4th of September 1765. 
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cal, pamphlets from France, and at ^e satiie 
time stationed troops on the frontiers, with orde# 
to stop every stranger whose character lay under 
ai^ suspicion. 

_ In consequefice of a dispute relative 

1790* ^ ^^ sovereignty of Nootka Sounds 
his catholic majesty resolved to take up 
jurms against Great Britain, and such formi-^ 
dable preparations were moAe in the different 
parts of his kingdom, that his navy was speedily 
augmented to seventy ships of the line, besides 
fngates and vessels of other descriptions. But 
the naval force of England Was still so greati/ 
Superior, and the preparations of that country 
were made on so much lai^r a Scale, that the 
court of Madrid suddenly cR^nged their^ intefi- 
tions, and consented to g^ve th^ satisfaction de* 
manded by Great Britain. Accdrdingry a decla- 
lation to this purpose was pubfished on the 24th 
of July, and on the 28tn of October foflow* 
ing a convention between the king of Spain 
and his Britannic majesty was ^gned at the £9» 
curial. >> 

A- D '^® beginning of this yeai^ was mark* 

17W ^^ by (he sudden dismission of count 
Florida Blanca fh)m the office of prime 
minister. The reasons for this measure were 
not assigned, but it was probably adopted to ap^ 
pease the public murmurs at some late proceed- 
ings, and particularly against the ecfict con- 
cerning strangers, which certainly contributed to 
impose heavy fetters on the commerce of the 
nation. The place of this statesman was im- 
mediately filled by count d'Aranda, who abo- 
lished a kind of civil inquisition called the 
superintendant tribunal of police; and made^ 
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some liberal concessions to the people, in order 
to establish more firmly the throne of his royal 
, employer. His influence, however, proved of 
short duration, and he was soon removed to 
make room for the duke de Alcudia* 

The irregular proceedings of the ^ ^ 
French, the indecent reception of the ''. 
.interference of the court of Madrid in 
favour of Louis XVI. and the subsequent exe- 
cution of that unfortunate monarch, induced his 
catholic majesty to declare war against France 
on the 23d of March ; and the first actions which 
took place between the Spanish and republican 
jforces were decidedly in favour of the former ; 
for general Don Ricardos, who commanded in 
Catalonia, forced the town of Goret, which was 
defended by three thousand men, and put the 
enemy to flight with the loss of all their artillery ; 
.the troops under Don Ventura Caro destroyed 
the. encampment of Biriatu, and drove the 
French from the fort of Andaya : the fortress of 
Bellegarde was also taken on the 22d of June, 
and on the 2 2d of September, general Ricardos 
.obt^ned a decisive victory over the French 
jn the vicinage of Truillas. 

But the ensuing campaign proved altogether 
un&vourable and unpropitious. The French 
army took the field early in the month of Febru* 
ary, and made such vigorous exertions to re- 
trieve the credit of tlieir countrymen, that the 
Spaniards were not only compelled to abandon 
St. Jean Deluz, Cerat, and the town of Boulon, 
but a complete victory was gained over them 
near Collisare, when, besides those that fell in 
battle, seven thousand men laid down yk'A^. 
fums, and all the baggage and artillery felf'mtiil 
G g 2 ' ^ ■ 
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tiie emttijr^ hahdi. Abdat the aaihe time tb^ 
stroi^ tpwn of BeUega^e was wrested from 
SpaiDy after a brave but unsacceftsful effort for 
its preservation, and upwartls of six thousand 
troops were made prisoners. 

The repeated fiulures of the Spanish comman« 
ders in &eir iittacks on the French, induced 
them to collect a force which might Bffctd bet« 
ter hopes of success, this project Was accord* 
ingly reduced to execution, and thej advtaced 
agunst Dugommier, their mo^t formidable ene^ 
my, to the neighbourhood of Spanilles* But 
though the contest was supported with equal 
fortitude dnd obstinacy, victory eventually de» 
clared for the French, and the assailants were 
repulsed with prodigious loss and slaughter* 
Dugommier, however, was slain, bjr a cannon 
ban, in the very moment of conquest. 

« Exasperated at these continual defeats, the 
Spanish officera resolved to concentrate their 
whole force in a position stit>ng by nature, and 
rendered still niore secure by a chain of en»- 
trenchments and batteries^ Which were defended 
by an army of forty thousand men. The ene- 
my, however, advanced boldly to these stupen^ 
dous works, and, after . an acdon of about three 
hours, penetrated them in every quarter. The 
Spaniaixls certainly performed prodigies of va*- 
lour upon this occasion, but their utmost exer- 
tions were insufficient to repel the fiiry of their 
assailants, and af^er a most sanguinary confiict, 
they were completely defeated and put to flight. 
This misfortune was immediately followed by. 
the reduction pf Saint Fernando de Figures, a 
place of extraordinary strength, garrisoned by 
nearly ten thousand men; ai^d containiog mi^ 
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lUaty stofeft and' other articles 'of immenie va^ 
lue. 

Elated by these brilliant luccesses, the French 
inarched forward with such alacrity that all re*> 
sistance fell before them, and they soon became 
masters of several important towns which open- 
ed the way into those parts they were chiefly de- 
sirous of attacking* 

Nor were these calanlities confined to the east* 
em frontiers of Spain« Vigorous ^:ertions had 
been made against the invaders at Saint Jean 
beluz, by the Spaniards ; but general de la 
Forde soon defeated them, with the loss of their 
t)aggage, military stores and provisions i and a 
body of fifteen thousand Spanish troops was, 
Soon after, dislodged from an important post (Ml 
a mountain which, had hitherto materisdly ob^ 
3tructed the deams of the enemy. This unfor» 
tunate action, iailR}^ the Spaniards lost two 
hundred pieces of-qsbcfon, and tents for twenty 
thousand meU) be«idesff^a prodigious number of 
tkoops, that were^either killed or made prisoners>* 
emboldened the Fi^tSAbh to mArch immediately 
against Fontarabia, flld in the space of four da)rs 
they made themseli^t'^||KSterB of that place to- 
gether with Port-^^^afialBB^ Sunt Sebastian, 
hi which they took liboutQfl^ee thousand prison* 
eiB, besides the prdcftg;iouS' stores with wbti:h 
those towns were furnished. ^ It is, however, ne- 
cessary to observe that this mpid augmentaiiou 
of conquest resulted, in a great measure, from 
a very general change of political opinions 
among the Spaniards. 

Disasters so repeated and unusual, filled the 
court of Madrid vHth ine^^pressible anxiety, and 
the desertion of ai^oi]:^ of the kkig's WaUoon 
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guards^ confirmed them in the ^stressing idfea 
that the growing calamities were occasioned by 
disaffection. In this critical situation some ad- 
vised a pacification a& the only possible mode of 
subjugating those pernicious principles which 
Jbad been imported from France ; and others 
suggested the idea of raising the people in a 
mass ; but those who recommended the latter 
expedil!&t soon found it utterly impracticable^ 
and the attempts which were made to disseml* 
oate among the commonalty a spirit of univer- 
jsal resistancei were ali frustrated in the most 
vexatious manner. Nobles, ecclesiastics, place- 
men, and opulent adherents to government, were 
now called, upon to assist the cause of their 
countiy ; and these readily made such donations 
as the exigence of the state required. But, not- 
withstanding .these exertions, the enemy con* 
tinued to extend their conquests, and the despon* 
dency of the people soon became so apparent^ 
that the court was clearly convinced that unless 
a speedy peace was concluded, the whole kingr 
dom must be eventually reduced. Accordingly^ 
after«iaking eveiy effort which art or prudence 
could, suggest, his catholic majesty deUiched 
himself from the confederacy which had hither* 
-to been attended with such ill success ; 
J* * and intimated his resolution of putting 
an immediate termination to the war. 
.This conduct gave the greatest pleasure to the 
generality of the nadpn ; France was xJelighted 
with so great a diminution of the coalition, and 
a treaty of peace was concluded in the month of 
July, at Basle, by which his catholic majesty 
ceded all his part of Hispaniola in the West In* 
dies, and the convention agreed to restore all 
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^Ihdr receAt conquests id Spain. It was also 
igreed that Spain should recognize the French 
and Batavian republics ; and that France should 
admit the interposition of Spain on behalf of Na* 
I^S) Panna^ Sardinia, and Portugal. 

Towards ^e close of the ensuing year, Spain 
was drawn into an alliance with the French re- 
public, and persuaded to declare war against 
Great fidtain. Accordingly, great naval prepa* 
lotions were made in all the Spanish ports ; and 
m the sin^tner of 17'97, a fleet, con«stmg of six 
ships of one hundred and twelve guns, one of 
&nt hundred and thirty-six, two of eighty-four^ 
and eighteen ci seventy *fo^r guns, was appoints 
«d to fofttk a junction with the French fleet at 
Bftst ; and, idfter being reinforced by a nume* 
rmA s^vHulron of Dutch vessels, they were to put 
to sea an together, in or^r to execute their de^ 
signs upon the Britidi dominions* But before the 
Ititanded junction could be effected tiie ^mnish 
itet was met by admirat Jervi% near cape St* , 
Vincent, and an engagement ensued which, not* 
withstatiding its prodigious inequiJity, terminate 
ed in the capture of four vessels and the lA of a 
considerably number of men. A part of the 
fieet, which had been dexterously separated from 
its main body by the British admiraf, rej<»ned it 
With four other ships toward the close of the ac-> 
tion, but the commanders were unwilling to en* 
gage ; and, after a distant and ineffectual fire, 
they permitted the enemy to sail leisurely away 
With their valuable ptizes. 

The news of this transaction occasioned loud 
complaints at Madrid, and the generality of the 
nation began to complain that their countrymen 
were impressed into a service for which they 
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were totallj unqualified, and against a nation 
with whom they had no reasonable ground of 
quarrel* However, these murmurs were silenc- 
ed by the well-timed remonstrances of the mi- 
nistry, though the majoiity bore with secret in- 
dignation an ignominious yoke, which had been 
imposed upon them by their dismayed and irre^ 
solute governors* 

j^ jj No sooner had the vanquished fleet rc- 
2^^y[ tired to Cadiz than it was followed thitheir 
by the victors, who blocked it up so com* 
pJetely that not one of the Spanish ships in that 
capacious harbour durst venture out beyond the 
batteries which had been erected for their de- 
fence* Emboldened by this circumstance, and 
ei^r to achieve something of importance, the 
Britiah admiral resolved to attempt a bombard- 
ment of the city of Cadiz, and commodore Nel- 
son conducted this hazardous enterprise with ex^ 
traordinary sfnrit and dexterity* But owing to 
the bad condition of the mortar piece, employed 
on this occasion, the project was partly frustrate 
ed* The conflict, however, was extremely ob- 
stina^t and both sides behaved with becoming 
intrepidity* Don. Miguel Tyrasom, the com- 
mandite oflicer of the Spaniards, attacked the 
commodore with astonishing resoludon, and po- 
sitively refused to yield till eighteen of his men 
were killed, and the remaining nine wjth 14m* 
self were desperately wounded* A second bom- 
bardment was attended with greater eflect, inso- 
much, that ten of the Jargest men of war were 
bbliged to quit their stations, and the inhabitants 
of the town began to provide for their safety by 
a precipitate flight* But the third attempt was 
prt^ventfid by a strong wind whicii blew directly 
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out of the harbour, atid obstructed the approach 
of the enemy's shipping : and a subsequent at- 
tack on the town of Santa Cruz, in the island of 
TenerifFe, proved extremely unfortunate to the 
assailants. 

In consequence of a convention be- 
tween his Britannic majesty and the em- '' 
peror of Russia, the latter declared^war 
against Spain, on the twenty-sixth of July, and 
his catholic majesty published an answer in very 
spirited language ; but no exertions of impor- 
tance seem to have been made by either of the 
nations* About this time Don Joseph de Bolig^ 
ni, the Spanish charge d' Affaires at Constanti^ 
nople, received an or^er to quit the dominions 
of the Sublime Porte within fourteen days. 

On the fifth of October a British fleet, ^ ^ 
from the Mediterranean, consisting of ,goo. • 
twenty-two sail of the line, twenty-seven 
fiigates, and ten smaller armed vessels, with 
eighty-four transports, appeared off Cadiz, where 
an epidemic distemper then raged with great vio- 
lence. The governor, Don Thomas de J||Dr|d, 
immediately sent a letter to the Engfish aMiral, 
in which he pathetically described the distress of 
' tie inhabitants, and intimated ah expectation 
that so humane an enemy as the English would 
not attempt to increase the public consternation 
by making an attack upon me town. To this 
letterlord Keith replied, that as the ships in that 
port were to be employed in augmenting^the na- 
val force "^f the French republic, and, Conse- 
quently, of prolonging the calamities of Eu- 
rope, an attack was only to be averted by the sur- 
render of those vessels. As- this message was 
received with the utmost indigiiation, Sir Ralph 
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Aberoomby, the British general, began to mak6 
arrangemfints for a descent : but, c»n considern* 
tion of the strength of the fortifications and th^ 
extreme danger of infection, tius design was 
laid aside* 

^ j^ In tie.Bpnng of this year, the court of 
zSox! MMrid, in obedience to the command of 
their, new allies, declared war agt&inst 
Portugal ; uid formidable preparations were 
made on the part of each nation : yet it was su& 
iidentlf obvious that both were averse to hostile 
measures* Howefver it was i^bsolutely necessary 
that some exertions ahould be nu^ to satisfy the 
French republic. Accordingly a Spanish army^ 
consisting of near forty thousand men, entered 
Alentejo from different^points, and, in a short 
campaign, reduced all the important fortresses 
and maga»nes in that province : but his catholic 
majesty embraced the earliest opportunity of ter- 
dtain^ting tlus unpleasant businessy and a pacifi- 
cation was signed with -Portugal two days before 
the signing of the preliminaries of peace between* 
FrauK and Great Britain. 
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